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In order to choose our Global Law Experts winners we 
undertook detailed research in all categories through 
research teams and created a shortlist of � rms that are 
experts in their chosen specialisms.

During the recommendation stages we received over 18,000 responses from 
business directors, in-house council, independent law fi rms, high net-worth 
individuals, bar associations, visitors to the GLE website and LinkedIn users. 
These recommendations were combined with GLE’s own independent research 
to create a shortlist of fi rms for each key country and practice area.

The 2010 Awards Panel met in October to discuss the shortlisted fi rms 
and reach a decision regarding this year’s winners. The shortlisted fi rms 
were judged on client testimonials, key cases from the past 12 months, legal 
rankings, overall reputation, publication contribution, speaking engagements 
and the performance and standing of the team’s individual att orneys. 

We have broken down the winners by continent and practice area. Naturally many 
of the fi rms selected can off er a multitude of services to their clients, some have 
chosen to profi le their expertise in the area of law that they have won the award for.

Welcome 
to the Global Law Experts 
2010 Awards: 
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“Our technology clients have been moving fast this year 

to secure leading positions in the market and the need 

for sophisticated legal advice has been on the rise to 

support new ventures, set up apps and mobile delivery 

platforms, design cloud infrastructures, manage online 

reputation, implement cross media business models, 

and provide related corporate work. We have been busy 

as ever in our home market and throughout Europe 

assisting exceptional clients with innovative technologies 

secure their growth and success.” 

- Michel Jaccard, head of TMT/IP at BCCC Attorneys, 
an independent Swiss business law � rm. (pro� le – pg 40)
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Fasken Martineau’s International Dispute Resolution group brings 
together experienced lawyers from each of our nine global o�  ces to 
help our clients e� ectively resolve their international disputes. 

We act for clients involved in commercial disputes around the world, 
including:

• International Commercial Arbitration

• Investment Disputes under the NAFTA

• Bilateral Investment Treaties

• International Trade Disputes

We off er extensive experience acting not only as counsel, but also as 
arbitrators or mediators in a broad range of international disputes. 

Out team comprises a number of leading professionals with 
experience resolving all types of contractual and investment disputes 
in a number of industries including: 

• Mining

• Telecommunications 

• Manufacturing 

• Construction 

• Pharmaceuticals 

• Financial Services 

• Transportation 

• Oil & Gas

Fasken Martineau’s lawyers are recognised as leaders by industry 
publications. Chambers Global (2010) recognises a group of our 
lawyers for their dispute resolution expertise, and one of our partners 
as “Most in Demand Arbitrators – Global”. Who’s Who Legal (2009) 
recognises the fi rm in the areas of commercial arbitration and 
commercial litigation. Legal 500 (2010) recognises our fi rm for our 
International Arbitration expertise. Best Lawyers in Canada (2011) 
recognises our litigators as leaders in numerous areas of practice such 
as International Arbitration and Corporate and Commercial Litigation. 

We have conducted arbitrations under all the major arbitral regimes 
involving both Canadian-related clients and purely international 
cases. Senior members of our International Dispute Resolution group 
have acted as arbitrators in a broad range of international disputes 
including institutional (ICC, LCIA, AAA, ICSID, and BCICAC), ad 
hoc and UNCITRAL arbitrations.

Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP

Henri C. Alvarez Q.C. - Vancouver
+1 604 631 3129
+1 604 632 3129 - fax 
www.fasken.com

Fasken Martineau’s International Dispute Resolution group brings 

CANADA – 
ARBITRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 
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With their o�  ces situated in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, the law � rm of Lazarus Charbonneau 
has been a � xture of the Canadian legal community for over forty years, more recently providing 
its services to the gaming industry, which include opinions on the legalities of gaming ventures, 
managing all aspects of commercial transactions, the drafting and negotiation of contracts, litigating 
disputes before the courts and ensuring compliance within various regulated jurisdictions where its 
online (“i-gaming”) and conventional (“land-based”) gaming clients are licensed.

As the principle proprietor of Lazarus Charbonneau and the reason 
for its solid reputation, Morden “Cookie” Lazarus is the only Cana-
dian gaming lawyer to have been appointed a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the International Association of Gaming Att orneys 
(IAGA), based in Las Vegas since September of 1993. In November 
of 2001, “Cookie” Lazarus was appointed as General Counsel of 
IAGA and as their President from 2004 to 2005. He has also served 
as a member of the International Masters of Gaming Law (IMGL) 
and in September of 2004, was appointed as Chair of the Gaming 
Law Committ ee of the American Bar Association. More recently, 
“Cookie” Lazarus was asked to sit on the Advisory Board for the 
upcoming inaugural launch of iGaming North America that is being 
held in Las Vegas in May of 2011.

Throughout his practice, “Cookie” Lazarus has writt en extensively 
on the subject of gaming law. He is a frequent speaker at industry trade 
shows and conferences, and represents the interests of many of the 
leading gaming operators in both i-gaming and land-based gaming 
sectors. More recently, “Cookie” Lazarus has been called upon by some 
of the industry’s leading CEO’s to mediate disputes at the highest level, 
while at all times material, maintaining the complete and utmost confi -
dence and the confi dentiality of all persons involved in the process.

The law fi rm of Lazarus Charbonneau thrives to be “internation-
ally recognized as the pre-eminent gaming law fi rm in Canada,” 
as described by GamblingCompliance.com, due largely in part 
to “Cookie” Lazarus and his team of gaming Att orneys, who are 
widely known and highly regarded for their exceptional skills and 
experience in helping their clients achieve their goals.

Lazarus Charbonneau has served the interests of gaming entities 
and professionals from Canada, Antigua, Puerto Rico, Bahamas, 
New Jersey, Panama, Costa Rica, Europe and the Isle of Man. 
Despite the fi rm’s international status, Lazarus Charbonneau man-

ages to preserve tight relationships with all of its clients, primarily because of 
“Cookie” Lazarus’ resilient dedication to all of the fi rm’s clients, whether big 
or small. It is this guiding philosophy that has formed the fabric and culture of 
Lazarus Charbonneau.

The passion at Lazarus Charbonneau for gaming law is exemplifi ed in the fi rms 
commitment to continually contribute to industry related literature and discourse. 
For instance, in 2005, Cookie and his team draft ed an article entitled “A compel-
ling case for the Mohawk of Kahnawake to conduct, facilitate and regulate all 
forms of gambling on its lands and for the creation of a framework for Aboriginal 
gaming in Canada” for the Kahnwake Gaming Commission (“KGC”). In this 
piece Cookie’s team articulated arguments favoring the constitutionally protected 
“Aboriginal Right” to regulate and facilitate gaming maintained by the Mohawks 
of Kahnawake; to such an extent that the KGC continues to rely on it as their legal 
source and entitlement permitt ing them to legally continue operating the largest 
hosting facility in the world for online gaming.

In January of 2010, the Quebec government announced that they would 
be entering the already established industry of online gaming. In an article 
entitled “Online Provincial Gambling Operators – Philosophically Sound, 
Mechanically Flawed”, Cookie and his team voiced their opinions on this 
plan, expressing concern that instead of entering to compete against private 
companies with endless spending budgets, bott omless customer buckets and 
nearly a decade of experience, the Quebec government would be well advised 
to continue to act as a government, leave business to private enterprise and 
rather award gaming licenses and regulate the online gaming activity that can 
in turn create greater revenue for its gaming jurisdiction.

 Cookie and his team believe that clients of Lazarus Charbonneau are best 
served by lawyers who are passionate and informed about all aspects of the 
industry and remain committ ed to continual learning and development.

All publications can be found in the news section of the fi rm’s website, 
www.lazaruscharbonneau.com. 

Cookie Lazarus – Partner
+1 (514) 289-8600, ext 212
cookie@.lazaruscharbonneau.com
www.lazaruscharbonneau.com

Lazarus Charbonneau

CANADA – GAMING LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 
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Blakes is proud to receive Global Law Expert's
2010 Canadian - IP Law Firm of the Year Award.
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John Orange (Toronto)
john.orange@blakes.com
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For more information on how Blakes can assist you with your IP goals in Canada, please contact one of our 
senior practitioners below:
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Davis LLP is a large national law � rm in Canada, comprising over  
240 lawyers.  Davis LLP is widely regarded as the market leader 
in Canadian infrastructure and P3 project � nancing.  Industry 
publications have variously described Davis LLP as “a prominent 
presence in PPP across Canada” and one which “has performed 
to exceptional levels during the most di�  cult period the global 
economy has experienced for decades”.  

Shaping the Canadian Market 
Davis LLP has been instrumental in the development of the Canadian P3 
project fi nance market since its inception.  Our work in transactions across 
Canada has aff orded us the opportunity to be involved in the evolution 
of public sector thinking on the risk allocation and procurement process 
in all of the major Provinces.  Our involvement in practically all the major 
social and transportation infrastructure projects in Canada in recent 
years has resulted in our participation in the development of standard 
form project documentation across Canada.  Our work advising private 
sector entities on the draft ing of project documentation has resulted in 
signifi cant movement away from risk allocation positions unlikely to off er 
public sector organizations best value for money.  At Davis LLP, we not 
only understand this industry, we have helped to shape it.

Example Projects 
In the last six years, Davis LLP has advised on over 40 infrastructure 
projects in Canada and internationally.  The projects have predomi-

nantly been in the social infrastructure and transportation sectors and have 
included the following key projects:
 • William Osler Health Centre – the fi rst Canadian P3 healthcare project. (2004)
 • Alberta Schools – Davis LLP closed the two “bundled” schools projects to have 
achieved fi nancial close in Alberta (2008/2010)
 • Ontario Provincial Police – 16 new police facilities across Ontario (2010)
 • RAV Line, Vancouver – First DBFM rail-based rapid transit project in North 
America (North American Transport Deal of the Year/Infrastructure Deal of 
the Year – Americas 2005)
 • Golden Ears Bridge Project, British Columbia - $1.1 billion six-lane bridge project 
(North American PPP Deal of the Year/North American Deal of the Year – 2006)
 • North West Anthony Henday Drive Edmonton, Alberta - $1.42 billion ring road 
project (North American Deal of the Year 2008)

Exporting Our Talent 
Members of the Davis Project Finance Team are highly regarded by clients and 
peers alike.  The recognition gained by lead practitioners including Ian Bendell 
and Doug Buchanan, combined with accolades  awarded to the transactions on 
which we have worked, has enabled us to recruit some of the very best legal 
talent in the market. 

As the Canadian market has developed, our lawyers have increasingly been in-
volved in the initiation and implementation of new P3 and project fi nance markets 
internationally, from advising European lenders on the project documentation for 
a highway project in Norway to advising the public authority on the procurement, 
fi nancing and implementation of the fi rst P3 hospital project in Bermuda.

Davis LLPDavis LLP

CANADA - PROJECT FINANCE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

Ian Bendell – Toronto
+1 416 365 3500
ibendell@davis.ca

Doug Buchanan - Vancouver 
+1 604 687 9444
dbuchanan@davis.ca 

www.davis.ca
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Xavier, Bernardes, Bragança Law � rm was founded in 1995 by a 
dynamic group of like-minded partners from well-established and 
prestigious law � rms, inspired by a common philosophy of profes-
sional  performance, with the aim of providing high quality services 
in the area of business law.

With offi  ces in São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and Brasília, Xavier, Bernardes, 
Bragança is an association of highly qualifi ed and experienced lawyers, 
able to advise clients on a wide range of activity sectors.

The fi rm’s depth of experience in providing legal assistance to domestic 
and foreign companies has been at the forefront of some of the most presti-
gious fi nancial and commercial transactions Brazil has seen in recent years.

Xavier, Bernardes, Bragança is a law � rm with a pro� le:

CREATIVE, in providing innovative, problem-solving solutions.

PROACTIVE, actively suggesting solutions before problems arise.

PERSONALIZED, each client receiving advice according to its particu-
lar needs and characteristics.

QUALIFIED, provided by prestigious and highly qualifi ed profes-
sional lawyers.

UP-TO-DATE, we organize and promote courses, conferences and 
seminars for both staff  and clients. Studies are divulged in specialized 
publications.

MODERN, using the most recent information and communications 
technologies.

INTERNATIONAL, we have an extensive overseas contact network. 
We regularly promote exchanges of lawyers with overseas offi  ces.

PRAGMATIC, the client’s objectives are always our foremost concern.

Our Mission and Values:
To provide high quality solutions that add value to our clients, always 
seeking their satisfaction and loyalty.

• Probity - Honest, fair and righteous conduct. 

• Transparency - Clarity of intent and ethical rigor in relation to 
colleagues and clients.

• Commitment - Fulfi llment of its internal rules and obligations with 
colleagues, clients and third parties.

• Proactivity - Take the initiative to propose solutions to clients.

• Pragmatism - Always bear in mind the result of client interest.

• Personalization - Off er each client high-level technical solutions 
suited to their characteristics and needs.

Xavier, Bernardes, Bragança

+55 (21) 2272 9200 (Rio de Janeiro)
albertoxavier@xbb.com.br
www.xbb.com.br 

Xavier, Bernardes, Bragança Law � rm was founded in 1995 by a 

BRAZIL – 
AVIATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA.indd   2 18/1/11   14:33:47



Global Law Experts Awards 2010 11

Xavier, Bernardes, Bragança

+55 (21) 2272 9200 (Rio de Janeiro)
albertoxavier@xbb.com.br
www.xbb.com.br 

BRAZIL – 
AVIATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

� e � rm was founded in Rio de Janeiro in 1956, by attorneys Nelson Cândido Motta, Antonio 
Cláudio Fernandes Rocha and Auro Soares de Moura Andrade, under the name of “Advogados 
Associados”. In 1990, following the � rm’s move to its present address at Rio de Janeiro, it was re-
named “Motta, Fernandes Rocha - Advogados” in honor of two of its founders. 

The arrival of various att orneys enabled the fi rm to consistently broad-
en its activities throughout its forty-year existence. The decision to 
gradually increase staff  levels, and the services provided, thus avoiding 
uncontrolled expansion, is one of the fundamental principles guiding 
the fi rm’s organization: rigorous training coupled with careful selection 
of new members of staff  ensures that the standards of excellence for 
which the fi rm is known are consistently maintained. 

The fi rm opened a branch in the city of São Paulo in 1999, with a 
view to bett er addressing the needs of its clients based in that city 
and the south of Brazil. The fi rm also became a member of the Latin 
American Network, an association of independent Latin-American law 
fi rms, who provides services on a non-exclusive basis to clients either 
based in Latin America, or with business interests throughout the 
whole region (further information on the Latin American Network can 
be obtained from its website: www.latinamericannetwork.com).

The fi rm is not subject to a rigid organizational structure. Teams 
are organized to address the needs of the client according to the 
nature of each individual case, with a view to putt ing the talents of 
each member of staff  to the best possible use.

We are always aware of the need to ensure that the cost of services 
intended to address our client’s requirements represent fair value.

Ever since its foundation the fi rm has been known for the quality 
of services it provides in the fi eld of business law. Brazil’s mod-
ernization, the increase in business activity and the increase in 
international relations have brought with them the requirement to 
modernize and expand the services provided, with the emphasis 
always directed towards business, including matt ers of an adminis-
trative or judicial nature.

The fi rm is also able to att end clients in English and Spanish languages.

Luiz Leonardo Cantidiano

Mr Luiz Leonardo Cantidiano has been a senior partner of Mott a, Fernandes Rocha 
Advogados, which has offi  ces at Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo, since December 1980.

 From July 15 2002 to May 27 2004, Mr Cantidiano was the chairman of the 
Comissão de Valores Mobiliários (CVM, the Brazilian SEC-equivalent). Before 
that, he was a director of CVM.

 Mr Cantidiano has always practised mainly in the stock market and corporate 
law areas, having provided legal advice to São Paulo Stock Market (Bovespa) 
in the conception and implementation of Novo Mercado – a listing segment 
designed for the trading of shares issued by companies that voluntarily undertake 
to abide by good corporate governance practices and disclosure requirements in 
addition to those already requested by the Brazilian legislation.

 Mr Cantidiano was a member of the Conselho de Administração da Bolsa 
de Valores do Rio de Janeiro (Administration Council of the Rio de Janeiro 
Stock Exchange). He was also a member of the Conselho de Administração do 
Bndespar Bndes Participações SA, a holding of the Banco Nacional de Desen-
volvimento Economico e Social (BNDES).

 Mr Cantidiano has also been a member of the Conselho de Recursos do 
Sistema Financeiro Nacional (National Finance System Resources Council) and 
was chairman of the Council of Securities Regulators of the Americas (COSRA).

 Mr Cantidiano is an arbitrator of the Câmara de Arbitragem do Mercado 
(Stock Market Arbitration Chamber).

 Mr Cantidiano graduated in law in 1972 at the University of the State of 
Guanabara Law School. He has many articles published on corporate and 
stock exchange laws, having delivered lectures on such matt ers in Brazil and 
abroad on many occasions. Furthermore, he ranked fi rst in the fi rst public 
contest to select lawyers to work at the CVM in 1978, but decided not to accept 
the position, in order to continue his practice in the private sector.

Motta, Fernandes-Rocha Advogados 
Mr Luiz Leonardo Cantidiano – Partner
+55 21 2533 2200
mfra@mfra.com.br
www.mfra.com.br

Motta, Fernandes-Rocha Advogados 

BRAZIL – CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
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Bitelli Advogados’ activity is highly distinguished by the 
specialization in all areas concerning communication and 
entertainment law, from content production to its exhibition 
and distribution on multiple medias , which gives us the unique 
possibility of o� ering a full service � rm in the country, as far as  
media and technology  convergency  are concerned.

Mr Bitelli explained that the fi rm considers its team experience one of 
its main strengths.

He said: “The team has been acting together for many years. Our 
main source of uniform and excelency in services, provided with a 
quick vision of the world of media and entertainment in a 24/7 model, 
is essential because the show must go on!”

Mr Bitelli went on to point out that the entertainment market in 
Brazil is basically still in progress.  

“Mass Media is more mature yet still centralized. This is an 
inhibiting factor for several law offi  ces in  this sector which leads 
to a few players in legal area. We coordinate a law postgraduation 
course – “Law and Communicaton” (www.iics.org.br) which aims 
qualifi cation of more professionals in this specialization,” he added.

According to Mr Bitelli, Brazil had the privilege of going through 
the world economic crisis relatively smoothly. 

Mr Bitelli said: “This has brought the fi rm an increase of events 
related to entertainment, including shows and international events.”

Furthermore, Mr Bitelli maintains that Bitelli Advogados’ purpose 
is not only to act in law practice but also at universities as Law 
professor and book writer to spread the scientifi c, tecnhical and 
jurisprudence information in these areas. 

“We have recently released with Thomson Reuters Brazilian law 
publishing house Revista dos Tribunais, as coordinator,  the fi rst 
and unique periodical law journal about Social Communication 
Law in Brazil which is already a success contributing to media and 
entertainment law,” he concluded. 

Founded in 1970, Felsberg, Pedretti, Mannrich e Aidar  Advogados 

e Consultores Legais - Felsberg e Associados has grown to become 

one of the largest and most prestigious full practice law � rms in 

Brazil with more than 200 professionals strategically positioned 

around the world. Based in São Paulo, Brazil’s commercial center 

and largest city, the � rm also has o�  ces in Rio de Janeiro, Brasilia, 

Washington, D.C., Shanghai, Düsseldorf and New York. 

Well-known for its work in global transactions, Felsberg e Associados 
has a dynamic team of professionals with extensive international 
exposure, including working with foreign parties and issues and 
sensitive to foreign cultural matt ers in negotiations and transactions. 
The fi rm also provides its lawyers with the resources and technology 
to provide legal solutions and service that meet and exceed the 
challenges faced by our clients. Our lawyers have experience in 
complex business transactions, such as privatizations, project fi nance 
transactions, corporate restructurings, and mergers and acquisitions.

Our client base includes companies in a wide range of industries 
and business sectors as well as governments, banks, insurance and 
fi nancial institutions, service providers, foundations, institutions, 
associations and individuals.

Our law fi rm advises clients on all bankruptcy and insolvency 
matt ers. The fi rm is prepared to assist borrowers, across all business 
sectors, in their debt restructuring and business reorganization 
needs, and to provide counsel and support throughout the judicial 
process. The fi rm is equally active in its representation of creditors 
in bankruptcy and receivership cases, as well as in negotiating 
agreements on behalf of creditors to recover amounts due by 
borrowers in fi nancial distress.

Also, the fi rm is specialised in developing aggressive reorganisation 
plans for its clients. These plans address funding and cash fl ow 
requirements and include the need to recruit new investors or to 
transfer controlling equity interest in a venture. The fi rm’s work may 
extend, as needed, to the appointment of executives in management 
positions; as well as to ventures undergoing reorganisation and 
the commitment of new investments in product lines, technologies, 
marketing and project implementation necessary for success in a 
competitive global marketplace. 

Our lawyers are experienced in managing the varied and 
complicated relationships and partnerships between borrowers, 
fi nancial institutions and other creditors, as well as creditor 
committ ees, consultants, advisers and others. Our lawyers have 
been involved in the landmark cases of Parmalat and Varig and have 
played or are playing important roles in many other very visible cases 
such as Infi nity Bio-Energy, Agrenco, Independência, Arantes, Daslu, 
Selecta, Frialto among others. 

Felsberg, Pedretti, Mannrich e Aidar 
Advogados e Consultores Legais

� omas Benes Felsberg  -Partner 
+55 11 3141 9138, +55 11 3141 9101
thomasfelsberg@felsberg.com.br
www.felsberg.com.br

Bitelli Advogados

Marcos A. S. Bitelli - Partner
+55-11-3897-3700
MARCOS.BITELLI@BITELLI.COM.BR
WWW.BITELLI.COM.BR

BRAZIL – 
ENTERTAINMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

BRAZIL - 
INSOLVENCY & RESTRUCTURING LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

“Mass Media is more mature yet 
still centralized. � is is an inhibiting 
factor for several law o�  ces in  this 
sector which leads to a few players 
in legal area. We coordinate a law 
postgraduation course – “Law and 
Communicaton” (www.iics.org.br) 
which aims quali� cation of more 
professionals in this specialization.” 
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� e O�  ce appears as a reference in the insurance and reinsurance 

sector in Brazil and, in an attempt to satisfy all its clients’ needs, it 

also extended its activities to the branches of Tax Law, Government 

and Regulatory Agencies, Labour Law, Arbitrations, Corporate Law, 

Food and Beverage, telecommunications, energy and public services 

concessions. Over 150 lawyers distributed among our o�  ces (on the 

cities of Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo, Vitória, Recife and Brasilia), as well as 

paralegals and other professional sta�  (415 people in total), work with 

the latest technology, being prepared to promptly examine and respond 

to any request for information, reports and due diligences. We have also 

a spread net of correspondent lawyers (140) all over the country.

According to the Brazilian annual “Law Review 500” the Offi  ce occupies 
the 32th ranking position among the Brazilian Law Offi  ces and was 
featured by this periodical recently in the areas “civil and consumer 
law”. Treating of more than 32,000 law suits of insurance and reinsur-
ance matt ers in the various Brazilian courts, the Offi  ce is by far the one 
with the biggest insurance and reinsurance litigation in these areas in the 
country. Consulting is a major part of our work, not only in insurance 
matt ers as claims, policies or regulatory issues, but also corporate and tax 
problems, of which we have a great advantage, that is to know the insur-
ance transaction in its essence and how eff ectively operates an insurance 
or reinsurance company. The leading partners have decades of experi-
ence in that branch and worked for years in insurance and reinsurance 
companies, thus gaining a thorough knowledge of the operational aspects 
of that activity. We also work in business startup, and was responsible for 
obtaining permission to operate in Brazil for many insurers, reinsurers 
and reinsurance brokers.

The Offi  ce fi gures prominently in many international guidelines as a 
leader in insurance and reinsurance law in Brazil. The Offi  ce received 

also in 2010 the award “Legal Meritum”, granted by Bradesco Insurance Group.
INTERNATIONAL WORK - The Offi  ce works in cooperation with many interna-

tional offi  ces, particularly in England, Germany and Latin America. Through these 
associations we provide services for multinational clients with business in Brazil and 
in South America. Some of the senior partners take part in international organizations. 
Sergio Mello is a member of the World Council of AIDA, the International Associa-
tion of Insurance Law and President of CILA, the Ibero-Latin American Committ ee, 
integrated by the national Chapters of the Americas, Portugal and Spain. He and Luis 
Felipe Pellon are former Presidents of the national Chapter of AIDA Brazil. Both take 
part in some of the international work groups of the same organization. Mr Pellon 
wrote articles for international magazines describing the current situation in Brazil as 
“Brazil - Opportunities and Risks”, in The Chambers Magazine (issue 30), and “A new 
reinsurance market under consolidation” in Euromoney’s Expert Guides.

Pellon & Associados

Luis Felipe Pellon - Managing Partner
+55 21 3824 7821
lfpellon@pellon-associados.com.br
www.pellon-associados.com.br 

Sergio Barroso de Mello – Partner
+55 21 3824 7821
sergiom@pellon-associados.com.br
www.pellon-associados.com.br

also in 2010 the award “Legal Meritum”, granted by Bradesco Insurance Group.

BRAZIL – INSURANCE & REINSURANCE LAW FIRM 
OF THE YEAR

Sergio Barroso de Mello – Partner
+55 21 3824 7821
sergiom@pellon-associados.com.br
www.pellon-associados.com.br
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FACIO ABOGADOS was established in 2000 by a select group of 

experienced professionals seeking to provide a high-standard 

personalized service to a mostly foreign client base. 

Our law fi rm’s professional services are provided by a team of highly 
skilled lawyers with experience in a vast range of areas of legal practice, 
relying on a profound knowledge of the Costa Rican legal system and a 
sound understanding of cross-border legal and commercial operations in 
the region. Recognized by our clients and peers as a leading fi rm in off er-
ing legal counsel to foreign investors, our emphasis through many years 
of consolidated practice has focused on Corporate and Business Law 
and Foreign Investment Counseling in the areas of Tourism, Real Estate 
Development and Transactions and Tax Planning.  The fi rm consists of 
seven partners and eight associates, along with international of counsel 
assistance, paralegals, certifi ed translation and bookkeeping services.

FACIO ABOGADOS is regionally recognized for its highly 
technical approach and capability to craft  novel solutions 
incorporating elements of many areas of the law, combined 
with a hands-on approach to handle complex legal and business 

transactions. A technically specialized approach is part of the meticulous legal 
analysis implemented in providing our clients with tailored solutions to their 
specifi c needs. 

Amongst the Firm’s core areas of work are:

Administrative Law; Banking and Finance; Corporate and Commercial Law; 
Business Criminal Law; Litigation and Alternate Dispute Resolution; Real 
Estate Law; and Tax Law.

FACIO ABOGADOS’ Business Crime Law Department runs under the direction of 
the partner Alejandro Pignataro (LL.M. in American Law with a concentration in 
International Business Practice. Boston University, 2003). His professional practice 
focuses on providing legal counsel to foreign entities and investors in Costa Rica 
and his expertise in Corporate Law includes the structuring of securities’ issuance 
models and counseling to commodity trade operations in the region. In the last 
years, Alejandro Pignataro, with the assistance of a team of litigation associates, has 
devoted his eff orts to create a specialized Business Crime Law Department focused 
on the att ention of domestic and cross-border cases of fraud. The outburst of specula-
tive and real estate investment schemes executed in or from Costa Rica rapidly 
exacerbated with the economic downturn, aff ecting a vast array of domestic and 
foreign investors with diverse degrees of sophistication. Such cases oft en imply Ponzi 
scheme and insurance policies frauds in several jurisdictions including the states of 
California, North Carolina, Arizona and Texas in the United States and the province 
of British Columbia in Canada. The Department frequently serves as local counsel 
to SEC receiverships, directing the domestic legal proceedings, interfacing with the 
enforcement agencies involved, as well as att ending to the administration of the 
Receivership Estate in the tracing and recovery of assets. The Firm’s Business Crime 
Law work team is complemented with two Associate Att orneys with vast experience 
in litigation in civil and criminal proceedings in Costa Rica and an operative under-
standing of fraud cases in the US. 

transactions. A technically specialized approach is part of the meticulous legal 

� e Chilean labour system has been conceived to protect employees 
from possible abuses incurred by employers because, historically, work-
ers have been seen as the weakest part of the labour relationship. 

For this reason is imperative and crucial for companies to take preventive 
legal measures in the manner as labour matt ers are conducted so as day 
to day  business management avoids to incur in labour contingencies 
which are also source of payments and costs for employers. In this area 
our fi rm has great expertise providing not only technical labour assistance 
but also comprehensive advice because we also manage corporative vi-
sions which allow us to combine business interests with a correct labour 
accomplishments. Another complexity for employers is that an important 
number of new labour laws and modifi cations of the existing ones are 
being discussed and enacted. 

Parliament has recently approved in a fi rst instance, a project to regu-
late distance work also known as “telework” (services rendered usually 
at home out of company premises). It should be a relevant piece of 
legislation because it will clarify the manner as this kind of work must 
be treated in terms of work shift , legal weekly rest, holydays, maternity 
rights and hygienic and security conditions. Especially important con-
sidering that telework makes more compatible professional develop-
ment and family duties, especially in case of employees who are also 

mothers or have any kind of disability. 
Estudio Juridico Otero has more than 50 years of experience assisting local 

and foreign clients. We aim to provide high quality of professional services 
with considerable preparation and experience in all areas of expertise. In 
addition, we promote a close relationship with our clients, not only in terms 
of personal contact but also incorporating information about their day to day 
business so as to provide an integral and complete legal assistance.

Our Labour & Employment team comprises Gerardo Otero Alvarado 
(partner), Dolores Echeverría, M. Carolina Zúñiga, Jaime Silva and Juan Pablo 
Cabezón (associate lawyers); all of who have vast experience in labour general 
practice, including among others, collective bargaining negotiations, labour 
litigation, preparation of labour documentation and, in general, legal assis-
tance to achieve good and effi  cient labour practices for our clients. 

Our fi rm is the only Chilean member of the Employment Law Alliance, 
the largest world network of lawyers with wide knowledge and experience 
in labour law issues, with members in all 50 states of the United States and 
more than 300 cities worldwide. The fi rm is also member of E-Iure, which is 
an expanding network of international law fi rms established in 2003 with law 
fi rms from diff erent countries worldwide. In addition, Gerardo Otero has been 
acknowledged by the publication ‘The Best Lawyers in America’, 2010 and 
recognized by the International Who’sWho of Professionals Historical Society, 
and Madison Who’s Who Registry of Executives and Professionals 2009-2010.

Gerardo Otero Alvarado - Partner
+56 2 3618900
gerardo@otero.cl
www.otero.cl

Estudio Juridico Otero Estudio Juridico Otero Estudio Juridico Otero 

CHILE – LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

FACIO ABOGADOS

Alejandro Pignataro - Partner
Tel: + (506)2201-8700
Fax: + (506)2201-8707
apignataro@faciolaw.com
www.faciolaw.com 

Estate Law; and Tax Law.

FACIO ABOGADOS’ Business Crime Law Department runs under the direction of 
the partner Alejandro Pignataro (LL.M. in American Law with a concentration in 

COSTA RICA – 
BUSINESS CRIME LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
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Palacios & Asociados was founded in 1994; based in Guatemala, Central 
America, the � rm works with formal correspondent o�  ces in all of the 
Central American countries and the Dominican Republic.

The fi rm provides comprehensive advice and service in the areas 
of Intellectual Property, Advertising Law, Pharmaceutical Law; 
Corporate Law, M&A; Competition and Contractual matt ers 
including distribution, licensing and franchising; tax matt ers, 
project fi nance and notary public services. The fi rm’s reputation has 
been also developed through its Litigation practice (with specialized 
services in IP enforcement) and its expertise in Central American 
integration legislation (common market operation) and trade 
agreements administration.  

To ensure an integrated scope of services related to product 
presence in the markets, the fi rm provides services related to market 
approval of regulated products (i.e. pharmaceutical products, 
foodstuff , and cosmetics) and product labeling.

The legal team is complemented by Engineers and Chemists, who 
assist with the aspects of specialty areas directly involving technical 
knowledge (i.e. patents, market access of regulated products).  The 
Offi  ce’s experience in technical matt ers has set landmark cases and 
actions in patents and data protection.

In the IP and Advertisement categories the fi rm addresses both 
areas in a comprehensive manner. It provides for highly qualifi ed 
counseling in the management of trademark portfolios in Central 
American and the Dominican Republic (and regional counseling 
of other IP categories –i.e. patents, test data, designs-) and in 

counseling for promotion and advertising campaigns.
The fi rm is known for its experience in IP counselling for regional projects 

covering legislation, capacity building, and training. Indeed, one of the fi rm’s 
partners directed, for more than eight years, a USAID IP project in Central America 
executed through the Central American Economic Integration Secretariat (SIECA); 
and two of the fi rm’s Att orneys provided services in IP training to a European 
Union sponsored program and to several USPTO programs executed with SIECA. 
Another two members of the fi rm have also served the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) as consultants in Central America, the Caribbean and India.

With the mission to provide its services in a sound, reliable, timely and effi  cient 
manner through an experienced and committ ed team of professionals, the team 
strives constantly to maintain an updated knowledge of tendencies, criteria and 
practice; members of the fi rm participate year round in educational activities and 
actively engage with Committ ees and activities of various global and regional 
organizations including INTA (International Trademark Association), the Global 
Advertisement Law Association (GALA), the Inter American Industrial Property 
Association (ASIPI), the Inter American Copyright Institute (IIDA –holding 
the representation for Guatemala for over 12 years) and the Central American 
Lawyers Association for the Integration (ACAI, for its initials in Spanish), in 
which one of the Firm’s Partners holds the Vice-Presidency. The team’s capacity 
and commitment to excellence has been acknowledged by diff erent organizations, 
including the Guatemalan-American Chamber of Commerce (AMCHAM), which 
elected members of the fi rm as receivers of the annual Amcham Intellectual 
Property Award and the “Person of the Year Award”.

Palacios & Asociados off ers its clients an integral service to suitably respond 
to the dynamics of today economic and business frameworks under the 
global-level corporate and individual relations. 

Marco Antonio Palacios - Partner
+ (502) 2385-3416 

mapalacios@sercomi.com.gt 
info@sercomi.com.gt

Palacios & Asociados / Sercomi
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Arochi, Marroquín & Lindner is a law � rm specialized in Intellectual 

Property with a multidisciplinary vision. 

We counsel clients on acquiring and maintaining intellectual 

property (IP), as well as IP portfolio management and transac-

tions. In addition, we have an experienced litigation department 

consisting of attorneys with extensive experience in administrative 

trials, civil and penal trials, investigations and anti-counterfeiting 

and anti-contraband raids, as well as alternative dispute resolution, 

principally mediation negotiations, arbitration and settlements out 

of court. Likewise, we have a solid team specialized in corporate law.

Our team of experts combines in-depth experience and vast 

knowledge of di� erent areas of law to � nd solutions for our clients 

and provide them with the best possible advice and service.

The advertising law area of Arochi, Marroquín & Lindner provides 
services aimed at obtaining the approval for any kind of advertising 
from the relevant authorities in Mexico such as: 

• The Federal Consumer Protection Agency (PROFECO)

•The Federal Commission for the Protection against Sanitary Risks 
(COFEPRIS)

• The Department of the Interior (SEGOB), among others. 

In this area we prepare the necessary legal opinions to determine 
the viability of advertising through any media. We insist on the 
advertisement complying and timely with the provisions of the law. We 
also consult as well as litigate unfair competition in advertising, before 
self-regulatory instances (Council of Self-Regulation and Advertising 
Ethics, CONAR A.C.) as well as before governmental agencies 
(PROFECO, COFEPRIS, SEGOB, the Mexican Institute of Industrial 
Property (IMPI) and the Administrative Courts and Civil Courts).

In addition to the above, we provide assessment on obtaining 
approvals and permits for sweepstakes and promotions in Mexico, for 
promotional purposes.

Arochi, Marroquín & Lindner has successfully handled relevant matt ers 
related to regulatory consumer protection and advertising law for 
foreign and national clients. 

In regards to this it is worth mentioning the achievement the fi rm 
obtained during the 2010 Soccer World Cup, in which we managed to 
take off  the air advertising that was misleading and constituted unfair 
competition to the detriment of the Mexican Soccer Federation.

Heather & Heather, led by � omas S. Heather, has had a recognised 

practice in Mexico and Latin America for more than 35 years and 

has been singled out as leading performers in banking, corporate 

governance, mergers and acquisitions, restructuring and insolvency 

practices for many years. 

According to Mr Heather, the fi rm’s experience in cross-border 
insolvency matt ers has been a key advantage to its clients, which 
include international fi nancial institutions and multinational 
corporations, as well as domestic companies and local fi nancial 
institutions. In addition, the fi rm’s practice in alternative dispute 
resolution and international arbitration has also grown in substance 
and importance over the years.

“In other areas, we have participated in the largest acquisitions 
in Mexico, in the fi nancial services industry, in bott led beverages 
and spirits, in hotels (nationwide), airlines, insurance, satellite 
communications, real estate, among other major sectors of the 
economy,” Mr Heather added. 

Mr Heather also explained that the broad network the fi rm has 
developed with fi rms in Mexico and abroad (most notably in New 
York and London), allows it to serve its clients with a practical 
and eff ective approach to gett ing the transaction done, size and 
complexity notwithstanding. 

Indeed, Heather & Heather is committ ed to excellence in the 
practice of law while maintaining the highest ethical standards. 

“It is our belief that the practice of law carries with it a 
responsibility towards our clients and towards our colleagues in 
the fi eld of law. We are proud of our participation in key pro-bono 
initiatives and are committ ed to working with the Mexican Bar 
Association in this respect,” Mr Heather concluded. 

Our objective is to be responsive and to provide the best service 
to our clients. We are indeed proud of the wide recognition we 
have received over the years and look forward to furthering our 
commitment to excellence in our future generation of lawyers.

Heather & Heather

� omas S. Heather – Partner 
+52 55 2167 9690                                                  
theather@heather.com.mx                                                                                                      
www.heather.com.mx

Arochi, Marroquín & Lindner, S.C. 

Roberto Arochi - Partner
+52 55 5095 2050
rarochi@aml.com.mx
www.aml.com.mx

Arochi, Marroquín & Lindner is a law � rm specialized in Intellectual Heather & Heather, led by � omas S. Heather, has had a recognised 
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The Mexican telecommunications industry is 
regulated by the Federal Telecommunications Law 
enacted in 1995. The law does not foresee concession 
of services; instead it regulates licenses for public 
telecommunication networks. It means, in principle, 

that a holder of a license for public telecommunication networks 
may be able to render any services technically feasible.

Mexican authorities have taken specific measures aimed to satisfy the current 

needs of telecommunications industry. The Ministry of Communications 

and Transportation is about to begin new bidding processes to grant 

concession titles allowing the operation and installation of radio broadcasting 

stations. These processes constitute an entrance for new competitors in the 

market, and an attractive option for new investors in the industry. Recently, 

Mexican authorities determined new lower interconnection fees, which will 

significantly increase competitiveness, allowing the industry to grow and 

overcome recession. Additionally, the Federal Telecommunications Commission 

has recently issued a resolution, which provides more efficient use of the 

radio electric spectrum. This measure always constitutes an increase in 

competitiveness and economic advantage for the whole industry.

López Velarde, Heftye y Soria, S.C. (LVHS) is a Mexican law firm focused on 

providing services in specialist practice areas. The telecommunications, media and 

entertainment group in the firm is led by partners Gerardo Soria and Mario Piana.

“We have represented domestic and foreign companies engaged in 

the provision of a broad range of telecommunications services in Mexico, 

including, among others, local and long distance services, satellite services, 

cable television, broadcasting and wireless communication services. We 

have also advised companies in the implementation and operation of 

diverse telecommunications networks and services, and in the negotiation, 

application and attainment of concessions, permits and authorizations for all 

sorts of telecomtelephony services,” said Mr. Soria.

LVHS holds a leading position in the legal telecommunications sector in 

Mexico that allows the firm to negotiate for its clients the terms, conditions 

and obligations that have with other national and international companies, 

carriers and authorities.

Mr. Soria added: “Members of our firm have actively participated in the drafting 

and lobbying of legal initiatives for the radio, television and telecom industries, 

contributing with new concepts and innovations in the regulatory frame, reflective 

of the new technologies and convergence in telecommunication services.”

Furthermore, as a value added service, the telecommunications team 

updates its clients with any amendments in law that may affect their 

legal situation and obligations, and develops before the authorities all 

procedures required to keep their concessions, permits and approvals in 

force and accordant to all the applicable provisions.

In additional to the daily services, LVHS is currently advising one of the major 

broadcasting companies in Mexico to draft a new federal telecommunications, 

radio and television law, that is going to be presented in the next regular 

sessions period of the Congress, which starts September 1, 2010.

The telecommunications industry seems to be one of those which are 

very likely to grow quickly due to the technological converge of the services 

provided by the telecommunication companies, as well as the introduction 

of new and sophisticated technologies. Despite the global economic crisis, 

still taking its toll in many countries, the Mexican telecommunications and 

broadcasting market will definitely see a bright future.

López Velarde, Heftye y Soria, S.C. | G. González Camarena No. 1600, Piso 6-B | Col. Centro de Ciudad Santa Fe | 01210 México, D.F 
T: (5255) 3685-3340 F: (5255) 3685-3399 | e-mail:  gsoria@lvhs.com.mx | www.lvhs.com.mx 
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in the largest acquisitions in Mexico, 
in the � nancial services industry, 
in bottled beverages and spirits, 
in hotels (nationwide), airlines, 
insurance, satellite communications, 
real estate, among other major 
sectors of the economy.”

CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA.indd   8 18/1/11   14:35:36



MEXICO - 
INSOLVENCY & RESTRUCTURING LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

The Mexican telecommunications industry is 
regulated by the Federal Telecommunications Law 
enacted in 1995. The law does not foresee concession 
of services; instead it regulates licenses for public 
telecommunication networks. It means, in principle, 

that a holder of a license for public telecommunication networks 
may be able to render any services technically feasible.

Mexican authorities have taken specific measures aimed to satisfy the current 

needs of telecommunications industry. The Ministry of Communications 

and Transportation is about to begin new bidding processes to grant 

concession titles allowing the operation and installation of radio broadcasting 

stations. These processes constitute an entrance for new competitors in the 

market, and an attractive option for new investors in the industry. Recently, 

Mexican authorities determined new lower interconnection fees, which will 

significantly increase competitiveness, allowing the industry to grow and 

overcome recession. Additionally, the Federal Telecommunications Commission 

has recently issued a resolution, which provides more efficient use of the 

radio electric spectrum. This measure always constitutes an increase in 

competitiveness and economic advantage for the whole industry.

López Velarde, Heftye y Soria, S.C. (LVHS) is a Mexican law firm focused on 

providing services in specialist practice areas. The telecommunications, media and 

entertainment group in the firm is led by partners Gerardo Soria and Mario Piana.

“We have represented domestic and foreign companies engaged in 

the provision of a broad range of telecommunications services in Mexico, 

including, among others, local and long distance services, satellite services, 

cable television, broadcasting and wireless communication services. We 

have also advised companies in the implementation and operation of 

diverse telecommunications networks and services, and in the negotiation, 

application and attainment of concessions, permits and authorizations for all 

sorts of telecomtelephony services,” said Mr. Soria.

LVHS holds a leading position in the legal telecommunications sector in 

Mexico that allows the firm to negotiate for its clients the terms, conditions 

and obligations that have with other national and international companies, 

carriers and authorities.

Mr. Soria added: “Members of our firm have actively participated in the drafting 

and lobbying of legal initiatives for the radio, television and telecom industries, 

contributing with new concepts and innovations in the regulatory frame, reflective 

of the new technologies and convergence in telecommunication services.”

Furthermore, as a value added service, the telecommunications team 

updates its clients with any amendments in law that may affect their 

legal situation and obligations, and develops before the authorities all 

procedures required to keep their concessions, permits and approvals in 

force and accordant to all the applicable provisions.

In additional to the daily services, LVHS is currently advising one of the major 

broadcasting companies in Mexico to draft a new federal telecommunications, 

radio and television law, that is going to be presented in the next regular 

sessions period of the Congress, which starts September 1, 2010.

The telecommunications industry seems to be one of those which are 

very likely to grow quickly due to the technological converge of the services 

provided by the telecommunication companies, as well as the introduction 

of new and sophisticated technologies. Despite the global economic crisis, 

still taking its toll in many countries, the Mexican telecommunications and 

broadcasting market will definitely see a bright future.
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29 Greece – Gaming Law Firm of the Year - Papavasiliou D. & Associates 

29 Greece – Labour & Employment Law Firm of the Year - Kremalis Law Firm 

30 Greece – Real Estate Law Firm of the Year - Alexiou & Kosmopoulos Law Firm 

31 Guernsey – Trust & Estate Law Firm of the Year - Babbe 

31 Hungary – Telecoms Law Firm of the Year - Ban, S. Szabo & Partners 

32 Italy – Aviation Law Firm of the Year - Studio Legale Pierallini & Associati 

33 Italy – Labour & Employment Law Firm of the Year - Tri� o & Partners 

34 Norway – Intellectual Property Law Firm of the Year - Bull & Co Advokat� rma 

34 Poland – Capital Markets Law Firm of the Year - 

Prof. Marek Wierzbowski & Partners 

35 Portugal – Telecoms Law Firm of the Year - SRS Advogados 

35 Romania – Competition Law Firm of the Year - D&B David si Baias 

36 Romania – M&A Law Firm of the Year - 

Nestor Nestor Diculescu Kingston Peterson 

37 Spain – Corporate Tax Law Firm of the Year - CMS Albinana & Suarez de Lezo 

37 Spain – Labour & Employment Law Firm of the Year - Sagardoy Abogados 

38 Spain – Advertising Law Firm of the Year - Schiller Abogados 

38 Sweden – Arbitration Law Firm of the Year - Frank Advokatbyra 

39 Switzerland – Entertainment Law Firm of the Year - Vischer 

39 Sweden – Insurance & Reinsurance Law Firm of the Year - DLA Nordic 

40 Switzerland – Technology Law Firm of the Year - BCCC Attorneys-at-law 

40 � e Netherlands – Litigation Law Firm of the Year - Houtho�  Buruma 

41 � e UK – IT Law Firm of the Year - Kemp Little LLP 
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“We provide clients with extraordinary additional services, such 

as preparation of Randls HR News, organisation of HR Exchange 

Meetings, etc.” - Nataša Randlová

In the Czech Republic, employers may only terminate employment 

by notice for reasons explicitly stated in the Labour Code – 

organizational grounds, health grounds, poor performance or 

breach of obligation. If the employee challenges the notice, it is 

up to the court to evaluate whether the reasons were su�  cient for 

terminating the employment. Randl Partners employment lawyers 

have an extensive knowledge of case law and are able to help 

employers with any dismissal in order to avoid court procedure risk.

Employment law, employment matt ers, collective bargaining and HR 
management is one of Randl Partners two main specialisations. Our 
aim is to create a place where employers and employees will fi nd 
reliable and well-balanced legal advice on all aspects of employment 
law and HR management, at the highest level of expertise. Years of 
working for professionals in this fi eld have taught us how to combine 
legal expertise with the practical needs of our clients.

We have created a complete spectrum of employment law support 
for our clients, from routine counselling and preparation of all 
employment law documents, to urgent telephone and e-mail advice, 
to training and regularly publishing news of changes in employment 
law. Moreover, we provide clients with extraordinary additional 
services, such as preparation of Randls HR News, organisation of HR 
Exchange Meetings, etc.

The employment law team is headed by Nataša Randlová, Partner. 
Nataša cooperates closely with Att orney Romana Kaletová and 
Associates Daša Aradská, Barbora Suchá and Ondřej Chlada. The 
team is completed with three legal assistants already experienced in 
employment law. This means that our team comprises of 5 lawyers 
and 3 legal assistants, all of them experienced in employment law. 

Members of Randl Partners employment law team publish their 
opinions in numerous papers focusing on employment law. Nataša 
Randlová is also a member of the Board of national correspondents of 
the journal European Employment Law Cases. 

Furthermore, we actively contribute to the work done by 
employment law associations, such as the Association for Collective 
Bargaining and Employment Law Relationships or the European 
Employment Lawyers Association.

In 2008 the Ministry of Labour and Social Aff airs appointed Nataša 
Randlová to its Expert Panel for the preparation of amendments to the 
Labour Code, as well as a mediator for collective bargaining claims.

We also support student programs within our pro-bono activities 
and Nataša Randlová is a teacher of employment law at the Faculty of 
Law of the University of West Bohemia.

Randl Partners

Nataša Randlová – Partner
tel:  +420 222 755 311
fax: +420 239 017 574
randlova@randls.com
www.randls.com

Birgitta Van Itterbeek has extensive experience in aviation law, 
speci� cally aircraft � nance and leasing, asset based � nancing 
including leasing, project � nance and insurance. She regularly 
advises airlines, charter companies and lessors. 

She has also counselled Belgian and foreign companies, venture 
capital funds and banks on matt ers of acquisition fi nance and secured 
lending. She regularly assists reinsurance and insurance companies 
in insurance matt ers including reinsurance and retrocessions and she 
received her law degree from KU Leuven (1988) and holds an LLM 
(1989) from the University Of Virginia, School Of Law as a Fulbright 
Scholar. She joined Dugardyn & Partners offi  ce as partner in 2006. Prior 
to joining the fi rm, she was partner at NautaDutilh in Brussels and 
before that head of asset fi nance at Loyens in Brussels. Prior to joining 
Loyens, Birgitt a Van Itt erbeek was senior in-house counsel at Sabena, 
responsible for overseeing the fl eet and fi nancing of the Sabena group.

She publishes regularly in the fi eld of aviation law, leasing and 
insurance and is frequently invited to speak at seminars.

Birgitt a Van Itt erbeek is selected by Who’s Who Legal as a world 
leading aviation lawyer since 2007 and publishes on a yearly basis in 
Gett ing the Deal Through - Air Transport (Belgium).

She is a member of the Brussels Bar and speaks Dutch, English, 
French, Italian and German.

Dugardyn & Partners is a dynamic middle-sized law fi rm based in 
Brussels, Belgium. 

The fi rm off ers legal advice and services in business law and all 
related areas of law on the national, European and international 
level. It has a special focus on travel and aviation industry (team 
two partners and four associates), banking and fi nancial law, and 
intellectual property law. It strives to fi nd creative and business-
oriented solutions and to provide clients with practical, time-effi  cient 
answers. The fi rm has a special Chinese and Italian business practice. 
Several lawyers speak fl uently Italian or are co admitt ed to the Italian 
Bar. Over the last seven years, the fi rm also developed a very active 
China business practice, serving Chinese and European clients in 
their international business ventures.

It is member of the JCA alliance which is a net work of about 25 mid 
size law fi rms in all EU member states specialised in business law 
(www.jca-lawyers.com). 

Dugardyn & Partners
   
 
Birgitta Van Itterbeek - Partner
 Tel: +32 2 737 10 40
 Fax: + 32 2 737 10 45
 bvi@d-law� rm.be
  www.d-law� rm.be

Birgitta Van Itterbeek has extensive experience in aviation law, “We provide clients with extraordinary additional services, such 

CZECH REPUBLIC - 
LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

BELGIUM – 
AVIATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

“Prior to joining Loyens, Birgitta 
Van Itterbeek was senior 
in-house counsel at Sabena, 
responsible for overseeing 
the � eet and � nancing of the 
Sabena group.”
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Cutting edge legal advice within IP/IT 
- and all other practice areas.

Contact
Horten Law Firm
Philip Heymans Allé 7 

Tel. +45 3334 4000 
info@horten.dk

www.horten.dk

About Horten
Horten is a leading Danish law firm  dedicated to 
providing solution-oriented legal advice. We  offer 
a comprehensive cross-border  service across all 
practice areas to Danish and i nternational business 
sectors and to public authorities.
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Founded in Paris in 1966, Duclos, � orne, Mollet-Viéville et Associés law � rm has eight 
partners and sixteen associates with varied skills and extensive experience covering the 
main areas of intellectual property law and business law.

DTMV is a quality boutique law fi rm established as an alternative 
to large international law fi rms. Since its creation, DTMV has 
represented a wide range of both French and international clients.

DTMV specializes in intellectual property (patents, trademarks, 
designs and models, distinctive corporate signs, IT, movie industry, 
copyrights and neighboring rights) and is ranked as one of the 
top French IP fi rms, particularly for its expertise in authors right, 
trademark and patent litigation. The  IP team has in-depth knowledge 
in all areas of intellectual property and is able to assist  its clients for all 
their needs in IP matt ers, from contract negotiation to  litigation.

DTMV also defends clients in judicial and arbitration matt ers 
and holds its place among the best French litigation fi rms, with 
a particular expertise in complex litigation, arbitration and labor 

litigation. With a strong experience in domestic and cross-border transactions, 
DTMV is also able to provide high-quality and cost-eff ective services in all 
aspects of corporate life (Mergers & Acquisitions, corporate and commercial 
law, labor, outsourcing, industrial risks, international contracts, etc.).

DTMV represents many international corporate groups and their French 
subsidiaries in the context of their national and international activities, as 
well as major French corporate groups in such diverse industries as energy, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, automotive equipment, telecommunications, 
luxury goods, audiovisual and entertainment.

The partners and associates of DTMV, who are dedicated and efficient 
lawyers, emphasize teamwork and communication, both internally and 
with clients, in their daily operations, and offer their clients a broad range 
of personalized services.

Avocats/Attorneys at law
164, rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré
75008 Paris
Email : dtmv@dtmvparis.com

Tel : +33 1 56 69 31 00
Fax : +33 1 56 69 31 02
www.dtmv.com

SCP Duclos, � orne, 
Mollet-Viéville & Associés

FRANCE – INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 

Jean-Pierre Duclos
Intellectual Property
duclos@dtmvparis.com

Magali � orne
thorne@dtmvparis.com

� ierry Mollet-Viéville
Intellectual Property
tmv@dtmvparis.com

Pascal Lefort
Intellectual Property
lefort@dtmvparis.com

Lin Nin
nin@dtmvparis.com

Eléonore Gaspar
Intellectual Property
gaspar@dtmvparis.com

� omas Cuche
Intellectual Property
cuche@dtmvparis.com

Arnaud Vanbremeersch
avanbrem@dtmvparis.com
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Lefèvre Pelletier et Associés (LPA) is a full service � rm with a predominant focus on real estate.

LPA counts 24 partners and 70 associates and has offi  ces in Paris, 
Hong Kong, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Algiers and Casablanca.

The Real Estate practice group with its ten partners and 23 
associates is one of the largest real estate practice groups in Paris. 
LPA is constantly listed as one of the top real estate fi rms in France.

In contrast to certain of its competitors, whose activities are es-
sentially limited to corporate real estate, LPA off ers the full range of 
legal services needed by market operators including:

• Legal and tax structuring of all kinds of real estate investment, 
including via OPCIs, SIICs (French REITs) or JVs

• Corporate real estate investment and divestment

• Development of all types of tertiary buildings (offi  ces, shopping 
centers, warehouses, hotels, resorts, clinics, etc.) with all relevant 
services in connection with zoning and urban law, negotiations of 
title, and the draft ing of construction contracts

• Negotiation, draft ing and litigation in respect of all types of leases

• Financing of real estate investment or developments, restructuring 
of non-performing loans, etc

• Creation, operation or transfer of industrial sites in accordance 
with the applicable regulations

• Sustainable development, renewable energies, etc

Thanks to this broad spectrum of services and its extensive experi-
ence, LPA can serve clients effi  ciently, which has earned it strong 
market recognition.

For instance, LPA is currently playing a major role in connection with:

•High-rise offi  ce buildings under construction in the business district of La 
Défense

• The major refurbishment of an extensive offi  ce block with a view to enhanc-
ing its sustainability, within the framework of a joint venture between an 
owner, a fi nancier and a developer

• The sale of a portfolio of clinics

• The sale of a portfolio of hotels

Our task is to make complex operations simple for the client, particularly for foreign 
clients who only need to cope with the complexities of processes, in business terms.

France’s real estate market was not severely hit by the downturn; there were 
very few foreclosures and the fall in values mainly led to a severe restriction in 
the number of transactions in 2009 and early 2010. 

The market is now steadily recovering, and there is a regular fl ow of middle-
size transactions.

Uncertainties remain as to offi  ce building occupancy levels. Nonetheless, 
many offi  ce construction projects are in progress in the expectation that 2013 
will see a shortage in offi  ce space. 

The retail market is unsure about end customers’ needs and spending capacity, 
however, there is still very strong demand among investors for products of this kind.

Market development and investment will also be stimulated by the neces-
sity to improve the effi  ciency of existing offi  ce buildings in terms of energy 
consumption and carbon emissions, in the wake of recent legislation (Grenelle 
2) encouraging investors to reduce by 38% the energy consumption of existing 
offi  ce buildings by 2020. 

LPA has been very active on that front, with Philippe Pelletier being commis-
sioned by the French government to coordinate the legislative process with the 
real estate industry. 

LPA has developed unique expertise in relation to green leases, photovoltaic 
farms and photovoltaic equipment in existing or new buildings, and energy 
saving devices or contracts.

Philippe Lefèvre - Avocat, Associé
Tél. : +33 (0)1 53 93 30 01 | Fax : +33 (0)1 53 93 30 50
PLefevre@lpalaw.com
www.lpalaw.com

Lefèvre Pelletier & Associés, Avocats

FRANCE - REAL ESTATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
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As regards the protection of IP rights the e�  cient German system has 

been further improved following the adoption, in September 2008, 

of additional legal remedies  (such as better access to information 

and evidence in the possession of the assumed infringer, or the recall 

of infringing products from the channels of distribution)  that were 

introduced by the EU Enforcement Directive of 2004.  

A substantial number of IP disputes is dealt with, and frequently 
sett led, in expeditious and relatively inexpensive summary proceedings 
(which in reasonably clear-cut cases include ex parte proceedings).  
The protection of exclusive IP rights is supplemented by stringent 
rules against dishonest trade practices (“unfair competition”); this 
includes claims against unfair product imitation, misleading or parasitic 
advertising and certain forms of comparative advertising.

German courts and practitioners have started to explore and apply 
the new provisions that were inserted in the German Act Against Unfair 
Competition in late 2008 to bring German law in line with the EU Directive 
on Unfair Trade Practices.  Although the Directive was driven by consumer 
protection objectives it seems that the way it has been implemented in 
Germany provides additional opportunities for IP right holders too.

HARTE-BAVENDAMM off ers strategic advice and dispute 
resolution in the areas of IP, IT, media/entertainment, licensing, 
selective distribution, trade secrets and unfair competition.  All 
partners combine a background in genuine IP work and related areas 
(including a high share of litigation) with many years of experience 
in large global law fi rms.  We believe in active participation in the 
development of the law by publishing and lecturing beyond the day-
to-day work for demanding clients.

Our off ering includes a high degree of “professional visibility” of 
all partners across seniorities;  in-depth experience in both, advising 
clients and representing them in court or in arbitration proceedings;  
working in dedicated small and fl exible teams;  and closely 
cooperating with leading IP experts in other jurisdictions.

Typical clients are large international or domestic brand owners 
manufacturing consumer products or pharmaceuticals.  Another 
focus is on the media and entertainment industry (in particular 
music and sports) and on copyright owners such as manufacturers 
of designer furniture.  A third group are industrial clients or service 
providers retaining us for strategic advice or legal opinions or for being 
represented in court in particularly complex or long-lasting IP disputes.

Recent cases include copyright enforcement against unauthorized 
reproductions of classical furniture designs of Breuer, van der Rohe and 
Jacobsen; comprehensive court action to protect the famous trademarks 
of Levi Strauss & Co. (e.g. the Red Tab); copyright action relating to 
the exclusive right to exploit the Elvis Presley recordings in Germany; 
litigation before the German Federal Supreme Court concerning 
trademark issues around index licensing in the fi nancial industry.

Harte-Bavendamm

Dr. Henning Harte-Bavendamm - Partner
Tel: +49 (0)40-60 56 29 30
Fax: +49 (0)40-60 56 29 399
henning@harte-bavendamm.de 
www.harte-bavendamm.de 
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As regards the protection of IP rights the e�  cient German system has 

GERMANY – 
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For more than 20 years members of the FINANCIAL SERVICES LAW TEAM
have specialised in providing financial services companies with legal guidance.
In the field of investment fund and financial markets law we are one of the 
top players in Germany.

Our longstanding experience allows us to work fast and efficiently. Our clients
value our independent, individual and straight forward approach and our reliable
and sustainable solutions.

We are known for our outstanding expertise in investment fund and financial
services work and have established a high reputation for structuring financial
products tailored for the broader investing public as well as for smaller groups
of high net worth individuals.

Use our experience for your success:

» We focus on the financial services industry

» We are experienced, committed and enjoy our work

» We develop reliable and sustainable solutions

» We respond fast, efficiently and to the point

» Our fees are fair and competitive

B A U M
F I N A NCIAL
S E RVICES
L A W T E A M

Areas of Expertise:

» BaFin authorisations & compliance for investment
funds, asset managers and security firms

» Structuring of financial products

» Marketing compliance for financial products

» Drafting an negotiating of marketing agreements

» Listing of Exchange Traded Funds

» Outsourcing projects

» Transparency reportings

» Litigation involving financial products 
and services

» Employment law in the field of finance

» Mergers and acquisitions

» www.fslt.de

Alte Rabenstrasse 2
20148 HAM BURG
welcome@fslt .de
+49 40/41 53 75 22
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Litigation in German is di� erent to litigation in other jurisdictions in that the parties to 
a dispute have to submit to the court already at an early stage of the proceedings a very 
comprehensive brief which provides for the complete factual and legal arguments of the 
party. German procedural law does not provide for Anglo-American style disclosure or 
discovery. Nevertheless, already the � rst written submissions must be accompanied by 
all documents on which the party wishes to rely, and, likewise, all witnesses need to be 
nominated. Noerr is specialized on gathering facts and evidence in complex matters. Its 
litigation attorneys are skilled in drafting persuasive briefs to the court that provide an 
optimal presentation of the case to the court. Noerr has also particular expertise with 
respect to international matters brought before the German courts. 

Litigation may be impacted by ongoing eff orts on EU-level to 
promote consumer rights, particularly facilitate access to justice. In 
this context, the discussion to introduce class actions or other means 
of improving consumer rights is still pending. Another interest-
ing development relates to alternative dispute resolution. In both 
domestic and international disputes there is a growing demand for 
arbitration as is evidenced by increasing case numbers of arbitration 
institutions, including the leading German institution. Additionally, 
following the EU mediation directive, the German legislator has 
published the draft  of an act on mediation. The new mediation act 
will impact indirectly on litigation in Germany since mediation may 
play a more important role even in civil and commercial matt ers.

A leading European law fi rm with 14 offi  ces located in Germany, 
Central and Eastern Europe, London and New York, Noerr has 
helped clients in managing their risks and improving their competi-
tive position for now 60 years. In recognition of the fi rm’s strong 
German practice, its eff ectiveness in serving client’s needs, and its 
success in managing the downturn, Noerr received Chambers & 
Partners’ Client Service Law Firm of the Year award.

Noerr employs more than 450 lawyers, tax consultants, auditors and 
business consultants from diverse backgrounds who are admitt ed to prac-
tice in numerous European jurisdictions. The fi rm was among the fi rst 
Western law fi rms to establish own offi  ces in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Together with its cooperation partners, Noerr Consulting AG and the 
Noerr auditing and tax advisory companies, Noerr develops integrated 
and value-creating solutions for legal, tax, fi nance and management. 

Recognized as one of the top litigation groups in Germany, Noerr 

provides clients with creative and result-oriented litigation and arbitration 
counsel in matt ers ranging from major commercial disputes involving a wide 
variety of issues, such as M&A, investment treaties, antitrust, bankruptcy, 
employment and intellectual property, to sensitive internal and regulatory 
investigations and criminal law compliance. More than 70 litigation lawyers in 
offi  ce throughout Europe advise and represent clients in all forms of dispute 
resolution – before state courts, cross-border in several jurisdictions, in ar-
bitrations (DIS, ICC, LCIA and Ad-Hoc) and in Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion (ADR). Noerr’s Litigation group recognize that litigation is primarily a 
business problem, not a legal problem, and that it is important to understand 
clients’ businesses and industries so the fi rm’s litigators can best advise them 
on how to achieve the best business outcome in litigation. The group’s track 
record includes successful litigation in a wide variety of industries, including 
automotive, aviation, chemicals, defence, fi nancial services, manufacturing, 
pharmaceuticals, retail, soft ware, and telecoms.

Our engagements frequently involve complex legal issues, industry-specifi c 
confl icts in banking, especially defence of investor claims, insurance, in 
particular manager liability and D&O, and cross-border coordination of the 
fi rm’s varied resources in parallel proceedings. As a premier product liability 
counsel, the group provides special capabilities in the defence of liability 
claims including international case management and coordination of defence 
strategy as well as recall management. To eff ectively and effi  ciently resolve 
these complicated matt ers, the group pairs its litigation prowess with Noerr’s 
recognized corporate, regulatory and employment expertise.

Highlighting the group’s ‘excellent reputation’ in a wide range of litigation 
services, Noerr has also being named Dispute Resolution Law Firm of the Year 
by 2011 JUVE Awards.

Michael Molitoris - Partner
Munich 
+49 89 28628 146
michael.molitoris@noerr.com

Dr. Oliver Sieg - Partner
Düsseldorf 
+49 211 49986 220
oliver.sieg@noerr.com

Noerr

GERMANY – LITIGATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
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Anagnostopoulos o� ers high value litigation services and superior 
advice in managing criminal risks in complex matters with cross-
jurisdictional aspects. 

The fi rm responds to emerging needs of corporate clients with 
regard to specifi c aspects of corporate governance and liability, 
drawing upon a solid knowledge base in corporate criminal liability, 
internal company investigations, and compliance procedures, cor-
ruption practices and cartel off ences to off er tailor-made solutions 
and eff ective representation. 

Recent cases of corporate fraud have demonstrated an urgent 
need for companies to overhaul their compliance procedures. The 
fi rm has been entrusted as independent counsel with sensitive man-
dates including internal corporate investigations targeting fraud, 
corruption or anti-competitive practices for leading multinational 
corporations operating in Greece and other European countries

We have advised a number of companies in relation to internally 

committ ed fraud and conducted investigations which resulted in various 
forms of sett lement with employees involved in such practices including pay-
ment of compensation, revealing of fraudulent schemes etc., or in the fi ling of 
criminal complaints against individuals and active participation of the com-
pany as a party to subsequent criminal proceedings securing convictions.         

In relation to externally committ ed fraud and stealing of data in conjunction 
with anti-competitive practices we have advised and represented corporations 
from various sectors and liaised with prosecuting and investigating authorities 
such as the Cyber Crime Unit and the Organised Crime Department of Hel-
lenic Police in targeting perpetrators, seizing of documents or other evidence 
and enhancing fraud controls within the companies. 

Tax and subsidies fraud have become a top target of crime policy within 
the European Union. States and regulatory authorities are faced with highly 
sophisticated cross-border tax fraud schemes which require coordinated 
strategies and particular skills to be traced and eff ectively prosecuted. We are 
currently advising and representing a leading food company and its directors 
in parallel proceedings in Greece and Switzerland in relation to an alleged 
multi-million subsidies fraud scheme against the State including infl ated 
invoices, laundering of money through successive bank transactions etc.

There is a clear increase of mandates in relation to business crime. This trend 
is partly due to the economic downturn and the fi nancial crisis; it is also the 
result of more rigorous prosecution of fraud practices by state authorities and 
their cooperation worldwide as well as the intensifi cation of internal company 
controls targeting such practices. On the other hand, rapidly growing powers 
of state authorities create the risk of serious abuses: Our fi rm is currently rep-
resenting a leading dairy company in criminal proceedings against a former 
top ranking offi  cer of the Competition Committ ee who has been convicted for 
extortion and att empted bribery against the company in the course of an inves-
tigation in relation to alleged cartel off ences.          

Over the years Anagnostopoulos has built a strong reputation as a high end special-
ists fi rm which is recognised for its dynamic approach and full commitment to the cli-
ent’s needs whilst upholding the highest standards of ethics and professional integrity. 

committ ed fraud and conducted investigations which resulted in various 

Apostolos Georgiades & Associates is a highly respected law � rm 
actively involved in both domestic and international transactions 
and disputes, with a long legal tradition and profound expertise in 
most areas of Greek business law. � e � rm has been established in 
1969 and in the past twenty years has grown and expanded steadily to 
become one of the leading corporate � rms in the country. Currently 
the � rm advises a wide range of national and international corporate 
clientele on all areas of Greek business law and has developed strong 
and long-lasting liaisons with leading foreign and international law 
� rms in Europe and the USA. 

The fi rm stands out for its leading expertise in dispute resolution and 
for its international arbitration practice. The senior partners of the fi rm 
in particular have been serving as umpires, arbitrators, counsellors and 
experts for more than thirty years in some of the most important disputes 
in Greece and abroad. The fi rm has a strong reputation for international 
construction arbitration. The fi rm also undertakes civil and commercial 
litigation work. The litigation team of lawyers of the fi rm has discreetly 
handled some of the weightiest cases ever presented before the Greek and 
European Courts of Justice.

Another major area of work is public procurement, public contracts and 
privatization. The fi rm has represented and advised domestic and foreign 

bidders in international tenders for infrastructure projects and for capital share in 
public owned companies. It has also signifi cant experience in contract management 
and administration in relation to infrastructure projects. 

The fi rm is also active in the fi elds of implementation of foreign investments 
in Greece focusing mainly on major real estate development projects and fran-
chising agreements. The practice includes choice of corporate vehicle, forma-
tion of companies, joint venture agreements, conception and implementation 
of commercial deals, licensing etc.

George Georgiades specialises in banking and fi nance and in dispute resolution. 
He is lecturer at the University of Athens Law School and partner at Apostolos 
Georgiades & Associates law fi rm. He is representing clients such as OTE, Linde 
Gas, ArcelorMitt al, McKinsey&Co, Babis Vovos in complex civil and commer-
cial litigation and arbitration as well as in high profi le transactions and public 
contracts. George specialises in banking and fi nance and has come up against a 
vast array of novel issues in the fi elds of fi nancing real estate projects, amongst 
which he has participated at the issuance of the very fi rst high-yield bond issuance 
in Greece. As a litigator George has acted in a large number of cases involving 
product liability, commercial agreements, torts and competition issues, some of 
which are considered as landmark cases. George has received his LLB and his 
DrJur from the University of Athens, an LLM from the University of Munich and a 
further LLM from Harvard Law School. He is author of various books, papers and 
contributions to law journals in Greek, English and German language. 

Mr. George Georgiades - Partner
Phone: +30 210 6930960
Fax: +30 210 6930999
ggeorgiades@georgiades.com
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Ilias Anagnostopoulos - Partner
Tel: +30 210 729 2010
Fax: +30 210 729 2015
contact@iag.gr
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and enhancing fraud controls within the companies. 

the European Union. States and regulatory authorities are faced with highly 
sophisticated cross-border tax fraud schemes which require coordinated 
strategies and particular skills to be traced and eff ectively prosecuted. We are 
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Crete: corr.office: 38, Idomeneos str,
Heraklio 71202 (J. Levendis). 
E-mail: info@paplaw.gr
URL: www.paplaw.gr

Dimitris V. Papavasiliou, an IMGL Member Greece & senior Attorney-at-Law (affiliated with the Athens Bar since 1987) is the 
partner-founder in Greece of Papavasiliou D. & Associates Law Firm. With a post-graduate degree in European/EEC Law from the 
University of Brussels, he has served for 11 years as legal advisor to the Professional Football Association of SA Corporations in 
Greece. He is currently special Advisor & Board Member of D.C. Consultants SA and former special advisor to the CEO & the Board 
of OPAP SA in Greece.

Konstantinos V. Papavasiliou (LL.M-University of Cologne) has recently joined the firm. He has practised law since 1996 with the Athens Bar 
after following post-gratuade studies in Germany (Wirtschaftsstrafrecht), specializing in Financial Crime, Insider Tading and Regulatory & 
Compliance Issues. He is an experienced trial attorney and litigator [in the field of (among others) enforcement, procurement, real estate & 
construction] and has also on numerous occasions represented leisure and gaming companies in Greece. 
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KREMALIS- Law Firm is a leading � rm in employment and social 
security law, a complex and heavily regulated law area in Greece. � e 
� rm is acknowledged for the provision of high quality services with 
ISO 9001:2008 certi� cation and ranks top in several international and 
European Directories. Its Managing Partner Prof. Konstantinos Kre-
malis has recently received the prestigious ILO Clients’ Choice Award.

The fi rm’s clientele includes big multinational corporations, trade 
union organisations as well as high ranked individuals. Specialised 
tailored legal assistance at national and European levels is being 
off ered covering the full range of employment matt ers, including 
litigation, mediation and arbitration.

The successful handling of the clients’ aff airs is att ributed to the 
professionalism, effi  ciency and expertise, qualities that appointed 
the fi rm as the exclusive member of the Ius Laboris Global Human 
Resources Lawyers for Greece.

KREMALIS- Law Firm disposes of a skilled team of highly spe-
cialised lawyers, trainee lawyers and external associates with post-
graduate studies in Greece as well as abroad. The fi rm’s staff  has the 
opportunity to exchange information and experience throughout 
the Ius Laboris alliance and by collaborating with foreign univer-
sities and research institutions. The fi rm’s att orneys are fl uent in 
English as well as French, German, Italian and Spanish language. 

Works Councils in Greece
According to Konstantinos Kremalis, In Greece, the leading role in the negotiation 
between companies and work force, is held by  ‘primary level’ unions.They have 
clear legal rights covering information and consultation under the 1982 Trade 
Union Democracy Act, and in 1990 these rights were extended to negotiation.

“The law also provides for a works council structure. But in reality, works 
councils are only found in a few larger companies, and where they exist, they 
work closely with the companies union,” he added.

Recent Legislation
Mr Kremalis went on to outline the extraordinary measures taken by the Greek 
government to bring its fi nances under control and activate the European and 
IMF fi nancial support were refl ected in two recent pieces of legislation, Law 
3833/2010 and Law 3845/2010. 

Mr Kremalis said: “Recently, a further law, 3863/2010, has been passed by the 
Greek parliament introducing fundamental changes to labour relations:
• It shortens signifi cantly the notice period for terminating white-collar 
workers’ open-ended employment agreements. 
• It lowers the thresholds for collective dismissals from 3% to 5%. 
• It reduces overtime costs by between 5% and 10%.
• It decreases the minimum wage for workers under 25 years of as well as 
the minimum wage for underage workers aged 15–18 years through the 
conclusion of apprenticeship agreements.
• Companies collective agreement are prevailing compared to the production 
branch collective agreements.”

Konstantinos Kremalis - Managing Partner 
+30 210 64 31 387

kkremalis@kremalis.gr
www.kremalis.gr
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Greece is one of the few OECD countries without an operational cadastre for the entire 
country although a major project to cover this gap is currently under way. 

Extensive dispute over government and private property, obsolete, 
ineffi  cient building and operating regulations, terms of use of real 
property and city planning are major threats to a solid invest-
ment. These drawbacks combined with the ambiguity related to 
competence of the various state agencies involved in licensing and 
operation of business related to real estate and considerable delays 
in Court proceedings, esp. before administrative Courts, may create 
serious obstacles to real estate investors. A step-by-step and case-by-
case approach is the key to time and cost eff ective solutions and the 
Firm can guarantee that, based on its long and wide experience and 
the reputation it enjoys with all the parties involved.

The new center-left  government has recently (December 2010) 
adopted a new Law on major “Strategic” Investments, including invest-
ments on infrastructure such as roads, ports, airports etc. which aims 
to facilitate investments in Greece which are considered “strategic” 
and major” in terms of capital invested, jobs created and/or innova-
tion promoted. The legal framework for investments is expected to be 
completed with the new law on the Investments Incentive Framework 
recently made available for public consultation. Furthermore, the 
Government intervened last March in the market by an amendment of 
the law on commercial leases in order to facilitate tenants to negoti-
ate a reduction of the rents paid to landlords. The intervention, which 
practically gives the right of early termination to tenants under a most 
favorable status and extends such right for a transitional period of two 
years even to tenants who expressly waived that  right, has been heav-
ily criticized both by lenders and real estate developers as creating an 
uncertain fi eld for further investments. 

Alexiou & Kosmopoulos builds on a solid foundation of four 
generations of practitioners. Focusing mainly on real estate and 
banking & fi nance, the Firm also provides a wide range of ser-
vices to clients active in a variety of industries, including local and 
international banking and fi nancial institutions doing business in 
Greece or neighboring countries, major real estate developers, gov-
ernment agencies and corporations involved in the energy sector, 
construction companies, major retailers and wholesalers as well as 
entities specialized in various fi elds, such as marketing, information 
technology, logistics etc. Our personal att ention, business orienta-
tion and hands-on approach to the needs of our clients, meeting 
demanding deadlines and gett ing the job done under any circum-
stances has won us a very good reputation amongst our clients and 

the legal market. We feel that our greatest strategic advantage vis-à-vis our 
competitors is that our dispute resolution practice is equally eff ective and suc-
cessful as our consulting one. 

The Real Estate team combines unique experience with valuable expertise. Two 
generations of distinguished practitioners in this fi eld, Dr. Constantine Alexiou 
and daughter Helen Alexiou accompanied by fi ve more att orneys specializing 
in real estate ensure a reliable and time eff ective response to every challenge. 
The Team also takes advantage of the valuable assistance of our highly esteemed 
banking and fi nance practice, so crucial for advice rendered to lenders or in the 
context of complex real estate projects where fi nancing is a key issue. 

Recent highlights (2009-2010) of our real estate practice: 
• Advice to a leading real estate developer on a series of public tenders for 
real estate projects and representation in cases related to building legislation 
before the Supreme Administrative Court. 
• Representing said developer in a series of disputes with shopkeepers related 
to the operation of a major shopping mall in Athens.
• Draft ing and negotiating agreements for the re-design and operation of 
a major elite shopping centre in Athens, operating in a former Athens 2004 
Olympic Games building, including lease agreements with shopkeepers, 
advice on relations with the Hellenic State, the property manager etc.
• Continuous advice to the owner and manager of a major shopping center in Thes-
saloniki on all matt ers  pertaining to the opening and operation of the Shopping 
Centre and representation in various cases before the civil and the administrative 
courts, including a major dispute against the consortium of construction companies.
• Advice on the licensing and operation of a new shopping center in West Att ica; 
draft ing and negotiating of various agreements with constructors and tenants. 
• Advice on all real estate projects of a major fashion retailer company relating to a 
network of approximately 100 megastores operating in 6 countries, including sale of 
a shopping centre in Ioannina, negotiation and conclusion of various construction 
and refurbishment projects for new stores, entering into new lease agreements, re-
negotiation of terms of most leases in view of the international fi nancial crisis etc.
• Advising an off shore real estate fund on the purchase of a retail store and a 
warehouse and the sale and lease back of 4 more retail stores in Greece for a 
total price of approx. 14 mio. €.
• Representation of a leading hypermarket operator in a dispute with major 
real estate funds and draft ing 5 actions requesting a reduction of the rent of 
ongoing lease agreements. Total amount in dispute: € 4.5 million per annum.
• Advising a real estate fund affi  liated with a Greek bank with regard to a 
number of real estate development projects.

Constantine Alexiou - Partner
Tel: +30 210 339 2600
Fax: +30 210 362 8320
c.alexiou@aklaw� rm.gr 
www.aklaw� rm.gr 

Alexiou & Kosmopoulos Law Firm
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Advocates & Notaries Public. PO Box 69,  
18-20 Smith Street, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 4BL  
Tel +44 (0)1481 713371  E: mail@babbelegal.com
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Bán, S. Szabó & Partners (“BSP”) is a full service independent Hungarian 

law � rm, primarily with international clients. � e � rm was established 

in 1997 as a result of the reorganisation of the Budapest o�  ce of Shear-

man & Sterling (“S&S”). Since 2004, BSP operates in cooperation with 

Gleiss Lutz, a German-based international law � rm. 

In addition to corporate law and mergers and acquisitions, the 
particular areas of BSP’s expertise include antitrust and competi-
tion, telecommunications, media and technology (TMT), energy 
and utilities, employment and labour, real estate, and banking 
and fi nance matt ers. BSP’s team has participated in several major 
privatisation and acquisition transactions in the fi elds of banking, 
real estate, TMT, oil and gas utilities and other industrial areas, in-
cluding food processing, pharmaceuticals and agro-chemicals. The 
competitive edge of the BSP team is to combine practical knowledge 
with solid legal expertise. 

BSP has six partners, several qualifi ed Hungarian associated law-
yers and trainee lawyers. All of BSP’s lawyers are fl uent in English. 
Several of BSP’s lawyers work in German. 

Telecommunications, Media and Technology (TMT)

Bán, S. Szabó & Partners’ TMT team advises TMT clients in vari-

ous regulatory compliance issues with special regard to wholesale services 
including interconnect and access services. The team also deals with the re-
vision of instruments relevant in retail services, such as subscriber contracts 
and general terms of business for various services including their reporting 
to the relevant authorities. The firm represents its clients in investigations 
conducted by the relevant authorities and in licensing matters relating to 
services and frequency auctions. 

The fi rm provides its clients with legal advice on technology procurements, 
including arrangement of vendor tendering procedures (including under public 
procurement laws) as well as conclusion of supply agreements and related 
licensing arrangements in a broad range of products, such as conditional access 
systems, billing systems and network infrastructure (both active and passive). 

As ancillary services to the TMT and other practice areas, Bán, S. Szabó & 
Partners provides legal advice to corporations on Hungarian data protection 
and consumer protection laws, with special emphasis on telecommunications, 
media, fi nancial services and other consumer-related industries. 

Dr. Rausch is a partner of Bán, S. Szabó & Partners. He is a Hungarian 
lawyer with experience in competition, corporate law, energy law and mergers 
and acquisitions. His primary fi eld of expertise is telecommunications law and 
related litigation. Prior to becoming a partner of Bán, S. Szabó & Partners, he 
worked as an associate of the Budapest offi  ce of Shearman & Sterling. He is 
fl uent in English and German.

Dr. János Rausch – Senior Partner
+36 (1) 2663522

jrausch@bansszabo.hu
www.bansszabo.hu
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� e Firm has over 20 years global and unique 
comprehensive International aviation experience. 

This experience, recognized by the major Italian and International 
press, covers all the areas of legal assistance in the aviation industry, 
from litigation to fi nancing, including, inter alia, airlines, airports, 
manufacturers, airport handlers and travel agents.

The above confi rms the wide and comprehensive range of services 
the Firm off ers to its clients. 

The industry clients represented by the Firm include major European 
airlines for which the Firm provides aircraft  insurance work, Italian 
labour and regulatory advice, fi nancial and corporate assistance as well 
as the international work for the airlines’ handling companies. 

The aviation practice also includes representation of manufactur-
ers and Italian and foreign lenders in connection with the acquisi-
tion, disposition and operation of commercial aircraft , including 
purchase, lease, charters and fi nancings for such transactions. 

The regulatory work includes advisory services and assistance, 
planning and compliance in connection with representation before 
governmental agencies, having continuous contacts with the Civil 
Aviation Authorities, mainly in Italy and EU, but also abroad. 

The Firm also advises international leasing companies and fi nanciers in 
their Aircraft  business in Italy. In particular, since 1988 the Firm has been 
assisting Italian carriers in aircraft  fi nancing with international Lessors. 

The Firm has also assisted the fi rst non EU wet leases, with non 
EU crews, to Italian carriers. 

The Firm has a consolidated experience with registration and 
de-registration of aircraft  in Italy and has assisted, with grounded 
opinions, Italian carriers in their contacts with the Italian Govern-
ment and Ministry of Transportation.

The Firm has recently assisted its clients in the following main 
transactions:

- acquisition by domestic and foreign investors of company division and as-
sets (inter alia, fourteen (14) Embraer ERJ145 aircraft ) belonging to the Italian 
former fl ag carrier Alitalia;

- the set up of Luft hansa Italia;

- acquisition by the Italian major player in the HEMS business of the entire 
corporate capital of an Italian joint stock company providing air transport and 
other air services by helicopters;

- the refl eeting of Air Dolomiti (100% Luft hansa Italian subsidiary);

- the integration project between Meridiana (second Italian carrier) and Eurofl y.

The Firm belongs to the main aviation associations, such as, inter alia, EALA, 
IAWA and L2B Aviation Group. 

The Firm att ends a number of conferences on aviation industry, presenting 
speeches at various Italian and international symposium. 

The Firm contributes books and articles in various publications, such as Get-
ting the Deal Through - Air Transport - Italian Jurisdiction (Global Competi-
tion Review 2006, 2007, 2008 and  2009); - Gett ing the Deal Through - “Air 
Transport 2011”; Aircraft  Finance and Aircraft  Liens; A New Prescriptive In-
tervention Towards the Homogenization of the Air Carrier Liability; The Role 
of the Airport Manager Package tours; The Legislative Decree No.111/1995: 
Eff ects on Relations Between Tour Operators and Travel Agents; Travels, 
Holidays, Package tours, Denied Boarding and Cancellation: New Fines for 
Airlines; Corporate INTL magazine (2010) - “Italian M&A” 

The Firm’s name partner, Laura Pierallini, is Professor of Law at the Master 
in Aviation and Tourism, LUISS University of Rome, since 2003.

Laura Pierallini - Partner

Rome
Tel: +39 06 88 41 713
Fax: +39 06 88 40 249

Milan
Tel: +39 02 86 91 54 68
Fax: +39 02 87 75 04

l.pierallini@pierallini.it
www.studiopierallini.it
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Tri� rò and Partners was founded in 1978 by Mr Salvatore Tri� rò, who was joined by Mr Giacinto 

Favalli in 1980. With a sta�  in Italy of about 80 people, it is part to Plurijus, a European network 

including some of the leading legal � rms of Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, 

Luxemburg, � e Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and � e United Kingdom and, therefore, 

operates all over the Italian territory and abroad, in the main European countries. � e � rm is provided 

with all the latest systems of communication and with continuously updated backup technology and 

boasts one of the most prestigious juridical libraries, equipped with multimedial facilities. 

It is vastly experienced in the civil law sector and deals, in particu-
lar, with labour law and social securities issues. The fi rm is well 
renowned for its impressive skill and experience in dealing with 
problems caused by company reorganisation and restructuring, in 
planning and executing the necessary procedures and following the 
relative legal proceedings, both towards the trade union organisa-
tions and the single workers/employees involved. 

The fi rm, whose watchwords are high quality and promptness, as-
sists a large number of clients, including the most important nation-
al and multinational companies, operating in Italy and worldwide in 
various industries, such as information technology, manufacturing, 
chemical, pharmaceutical, energy, fashion, publishing and printing, 
oil and gas, telecommunications, insurance and banking.  

Trifi rò & Partners includes several departments providing legal ser-
vices in diff erent areas, among which the key areas are the following:

Labour and social security: the fi rm provides legal advice on all 
aspects of labour and social security law and its expertise includes 
litigation matt ers and legal counselling in areas such as collective 
bargaining, individual and collective dismissal, mobbing, personnel 
procedures, pension schemes, employment contracts, human resources 
management, wage and hours laws, executive employment contracts, 
application of disciplinary sanctions, transfers and secondments, health 
and safety regulations, expatriates, social security issues, etc. 

Contractual: the fi rm has a wide experience in structuring contracts 
of all kinds and/or adapt foreign contracts to Italian requirements. 

Dispute resolution: the fi rm is highly specialised in the fi eld of 
labour and civil law litigations. 

Arbitration: The fi rm continuously assists in arbitral proceedings 
and several of the fi rm’s lawyers are frequently appointed as arbitra-
tors in arbitral matt ers and disputes. 

Mr Favalli
Degrees: JD Cum Laude, University of Milan, 1976

Quali� ed: Admitt ed to the Bar in 1980

Areas of practice: Labour and Employment, Pension and Benefi ts, Litigation

Career to date: Mr. Favalli fi rst gained professional experience at the legal offi  ces 
of international groups, and then as a Managing Partner in the Trifi rò & 
Partners Law Offi  ce. 

Registered on the roll of lawyers qualifi ed to practice as defence att orneys 
before the Supreme Cassation Court, during the course of his professional 
practice he has also defended cases before the Council of State, the Constitu-
tional Court and the Court of Justice of the European Communities.

Professional associations/memberships: An expert in labour law, he is a founding 
partner of the AGI (Italian Association of Lawyers Specialising in Labour Law) 
and a member of the European Employment Lawyers Association.

Publications: He has writt en numerous books and publications on his specialisation 
such as: I licenziamenti collett ivi (Collective Dismissals), Ed. Ipsoa; Il lavoro 
temporaneo (Temporary Work), Ed. Ipsoa; Manuale Pratico di Diritt o del Lavoro 
(The Practical Labour Law Manual), Ed. Cedam; Codice di diritt o del lavoro (The 
Labour Law Code), Ed. La Tribuna; La Riforma Biagi (The Biagi Reform), Ed. La 
Tribuna; Legge Biagi: una Riforma per il lavoro (The Biagi Law: A Reform for 
Work), Ed. Etas; Privacy e lavoro (Privacy and Work), Ed. Etas.

Languages:  Italian, English, French

Mr Favalli - Managing Partner
+02 - 55001228
giacinto.favalli@tri� ro.it
www.tri� ro.it
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Prof. Marek Wierzbowski and Partners - Advocates and Legal 
Counsellors is a law � rm, organised as a partnership, with 
four partners and altogether twenty lawyers, specialising in 
business law, with particular expertise in securities, mergers 
and acquisitions, the restructuring of companies, privatisation, 
corporate matters, insolvency law, banking and insurance, 
real estate, EU law, competition and anti-trust law, energy 
and telecommunications law, administrative law (including 
pharmaceutical and mining law) and in litigation, including 
international and domestic arbitration. � e � rm also renders 
selected services in tax law.

Prof. Wierzbowski, who for more than ten years previously was an 

att orney and a partner in major international law fi rms, established the fi rm 
in 2004. Since 2004 the fi rm has been involved in a large number of transac-
tions and has handled many disputes and other cases. The fi rm’s lawyers have 
extensive experience, oft en stemming from practice in major international law 
fi rms and governmental agencies.

The fi rm off ers a full, seamless and integrated service for Polish and foreign compa-
nies, including legal advice at all stages of investment projects. 

Prof. Marek Wierzbowski is professor ordinarius of law at Warsaw University 
School of Law and Public Administration. Head of the Chair of Administrative Law 
and Administrative Procedure, former head of the Chair of Public Business Law. Cur-
rently teaching: Administrative Procedure and Public Business Law. Former vice-dean 
of the School of Law, and vice-chancellor of Warsaw University.

Prof. Wierzbowski taught as visiting professor (for at least one semester) at 
fi ve law schools of American universities: Mc George School of Law, St. Louis 
University School of Law, San Francisco University School of Law, Indiana Uni-
versity School of Law Bloomington, Capital University School of Law. He was a 
visiting scholar at UC Berkeley School of Law (Boalt Hall).

Prof. Wierzbowski is an author and co-author of numerous publications, 
mostly articles in law journals and books in Polish language, including being 
editor and co-author of three major academic handbooks: Administrative Law (8 
editions, LexisNexis), Administrative Procedure (12 editions CH Beck), Business 
Law (together with Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz,7 editions Lexis Nexis).

Apart from his academic and legal practice, Prof. Wierzbowski is also a 
member of Public Procurement Council and member of the State Central 
Commission for Academic Degrees and Titles. He has been the chairman of 
the Supervisory Board of the Warsaw Stock Exchange (he is currently a vice-
chairman), an adviser to the Minister of Privatization, adviser to the Minister 
of the Treasury and to the President of the Energy Regulatory Offi  ce.

He is a member of Supervisory Board of BRE Bank SA (Polish affi  liate of Commerz-
bank) and few other supervisory boards of Polish companies.

For several years Prof. Wierzbowski was a partner of international law fi rms 
Weil Gotshal & Manges and subsequently Linklaters.

Prof. Marek Wierzbowski and 
Partners - Advocates and 
Legal Counsellors

Prof. Marek Wierzbowski – Founding Partner
Tel. 022 312 41 10
Fax 022 312 41 12
wierzbowski@wierzbowski.com
o�  ce@wierzbowski.com 

Prof. Marek Wierzbowski and Partners - Advocates and Legal 
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att orney and a partner in major international law fi rms, established the fi rm 
in 2004. Since 2004 the fi rm has been involved in a large number of transac-

BULL & CO - YOUR BUSINESS PARTNER FOR LEGAL ISSUES IN NORWAY 
OUR VISION IS TO SECURE OUR CLIENTS VALUES THROUGH PREVENTIVE WORK. 

Bull & Co est. 1864 is a modern law firm that provides services within 
the entire area of business law. Our profile is unique because of our 
particular strength in the combination of specialisation in corporate 
law and intellectual property law. We emphasise corporate social 
responsibility and diversity, and strive for quality in everything we do.

OUR SERVICE SECTORS: 

TECHNOLOGY
Our clients range from aviation and marine technology, energy and recycling to 
software- and mobile technology vendors. Our services include incorporation 
and corporate strategic advice, through mergers and acquisitions, labour and 
employment law to intellectual property protection, licensing, advice on energy 
and environmental law, as well as litigation.

TRADE AND SERVICES
We represent enterprises from logistics and distribution to marketing, luxury 
brands and consumer goods. We give corporate legal advice, intellectual property 
strategy advice, protecting our client’s business from product infringement and 
counterfeits, and we offer marketing-, trademark- and domain services.

CULTURE AND MEDIA
Our long tradition in intellectual property law has given us a unique position in 
amongst other sectors the film industry and museums. We offer advice regarding 
contracts, funding, acquisitions, freedom to operate towards other intellectual 
property rights and freedom of speech. Our services also comprise intellectual 
property management services and procurement.

OUR SERVICE PACKAGES:

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (CSR)
Our CSR-services comprise advice on codes of conduct, corporate governance, 
anti corruption-, diversity- and anti discrimination practices, environmental 
issues, CSR-due diligence and contract boilerplate clauses and CSR-reporting, i.e. 
UN’s Global Compact. 

IPR MANAGEMENT
Through our IPR-management services, we help our clients establishing IPR-
management from A to Z. Our six-step project helps our clients acquire the skills 
and routines necessary to meet their IPR-strategy and business objectives. By IPR-
sparring, we evaluate the most viable protection, from the first conception of an 
idea and advice on the way forward regarding all intellectual property rights. 

www.bullco.no

Portuguese – Telecoms Law Firm of the Year 2010
Being the leader in creating value and service for the client is our mission. SRS Advogados’ 
values – focus, drive, commitment, innovation and ambition – are the values of a team that 
works cohesively and with constant dedication to the client.

Octávio Castelo Paulo
Partner
octavio.paulo@srslegal.pt

Telecommunications

-  Regulation of electronic communications,  voice 
and data services, either fixed, nomadic or mobile, 
regulated offers, matters regarding frequencies and 
numbering resources, as well as the structuring of 
new services

- Agreements between operators (MVNO,
interconnection, share of infrastructures, leased lines,
SLA’s, etc.) between operators and consumers and
licensing of network infrastructures

- Litigation with the telecommunication and 
competition Regulatory Autorities

SRS Advogados, Rua Dom Francisco Manuel de Melo, 21 1070-085 Lisbon           T: 21 313 20 00                 F: 21 313 20 01           www.srslegal.pt

Information Technologies

- Licensing and development of software, supply of
hardware and project outsourcing

- Implementation of e-commerce platforms and
structuring of sales transactions through the 
Internet, including the advise in the area of 
consumer law, labelling and publicity

- Registration of brands and domain names
and assistance on the litigation cases, including
counterfeit and drafting and support of claims for
customs intervention

Media

- Regulation of contents
- Contracts for the creation, production and

distribution of television channels and for the
acquisition of contents and issues regarding
copyrights and related rights, such as rights of
artists

- Litigation with the media and competition
Regulatory Authorities

Our TMT Services:

PROF. MAREK WIERZBOWSKI AND PARTNERS
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Sagardoy Abogados is one of the leading law � rms in Spain 
specialised in employment law, employee bene� ts, pensions and 
social security. Since its creation in 1980, it has been engaged 
without interruption in the practice of the profession, o� ering its 
corporate clients a wide range of legal services in the area of human 
resources, both in advisory work and in litigation.     

In the last two decades, the fi rm has undergone substantial growth 
and is currently composed of 50 specialised lawyers exclusively 
dedicated to employment and employment law issues. 

 At the same time, conscious of the need to internationalise services 
and with the intention of off ering clients a global service, Sagardoy 
Abogados is a founding member of Ius Laboris (International 
Employment Law, Pensions and Employee Benefi ts Alliance), an 
association formed by leading fi rms specialised in advisory services 
in employment and employment law in Argentina, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, the United 
Kingdom, and the USA, amongst others.  

Sagardoy Abogados has created an Advisory Board composed of 
university professors and lecturers in Employment Law and Social 
Security from diff erent Spanish universities. This Board provides high 
quality support for legal opinions on issues of particular importance 
and for publications and seminars for clients. 

Within the fi rm, a Consulting Board, drawn mainly from human 
resources managers of the country’s leading companies in diff erent 
sectors, advises the Firm on current and professional issues of interest 
that arise in the business world. The work of this Board seeks new 
challenges for the legal framework of human resources and, in 
particular, prepares projects aimed at contributing to improvements 
in shaping employment relations. 

Member of the College of Lawyers of Madrid since 1986, he is the 
Managing Director of Sagardoy Abogados, General Director of the 
Sagardoy Foundation and Legal Adviser of Caja Madrid. 

Academic background: Faculty of Law, University of Madrid 
(Autónoma). Doctorate in Law from the University of Alcalá de Henares. 
Master in Employment Law and Social Security. Diploma from the 
School of Legal Practice, University of Madrid (Complutense). 

Professor of Employment Law at the Carlos III University (Madrid). 
Professor of Corporate Advisory Services of ESIC. Technical director and 
professor of the Master Programme in Practice of Employment Law at 
the Sagardoy Foundation. 2006 Prize for the Best Employment Lawyer. 
Author of publications in employment and social security issues. 

Sagardoy Abogados

Martín Godino Reyes - Managing Partner 
+34 91 54 29 040
mgr@sagardoy.com

CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo is one of the most established 
and prestigious law � rms in Spain, with o�  ces in Madrid, Seville 
and Marbella and approximately 90 lawyers providing a � rst-class 
service to our clients. We combine tradition and innovation with 
experience and creativity in order to ensure the client is fully and 
completely satis� ed. We o� er comprehensive legal and tax advice 
within our Areas of Expertise, enabling us to attend to all of the 
clients´ requirements throughout all areas of law.

Our aim is to be consistent in the delivery of quality, value and service 
to our clients. Our strategy is not about being the largest fi rm or 
having the widest range of services, but more about maintaining a 
consistently high level of quality in our work.

We concentrate all of our eff orts on understanding the unique 
demands and challenges of each market sector and providing a service 
that is tailored to the particular needs and requirements of each client.

CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo belongs to the CMS Organization 
of major independent European law fi rms. The CMS Organization is 
composed of over 2,800 lawyers, and operates in 27 jurisdictions and 
53 offi  ces in Western & Central Europe and beyond, which enables us 
to provide comprehensive advice across Europe and throughout every 
practice area. In this way we are able to enjoy the advantages of an 
international fi rm, while maintaining our local identity and expertise. 
CMS was established in 1999 and is today comprised of nine CMS fi rms. 

CMS off ers a wide range of expertise through 16 practice areas and 
sector groups providing advice on local, national and international 
issues. These expert groups are fi rmly established across Europe.

• Banking and Finance
• Competition & EU
• Consumer Products
• Corporate
• Dispute Resolution
• Employment & Pensions
• Energy
• Hotels & Leisure
• Infrastructure & Project Finance
• Insurance & Funds
• Intellectual Property
• Life Sciences
• Private Equity
• Real Estate & Construction
• Tax
• Technology, Media & Telecoms

The CMS offi  ces are: Ámsterdam, Berlín, Bruselas, Londres, Madrid, 
París, Roma, Viena, Zúrich, Aberdeen, Argelia, Amberes, Arnhem, 
Beĳ ing, Belgrado, Bratislava, Bristol, Bucarest, Budapest, Buenos Aires, 
Casablanca, Colonia, Dresde, Dusseldorf, Edimburgo, Estrasburgo, 
Frankfurt, Hamburgo, Kiev, Leipzig, Liubliana, Lyon, Marbella, Milán, 
Montevideo, Moscú, Múnich, Praga, Sao Paulo, Sarajevo, Sevilla, 
Shanghái, Sofía, Stutt gart, Utrecht, Varsovia y Zagreb.

CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo

Felipe Alonso - Tax Partner
+34 91 451 9300
felipe.alonso@cms-asl.com
www.cms-asl.com

Sagardoy Abogados is one of the leading law � rms in Spain CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo is one of the most established 

SPAIN – 
CORPORATE TAX LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

SPAIN – 
LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

“Sagardoy Abogados has created an Advisory 
Board composed of university professors 
and lecturers in Employment Law and Social 
Security from di� erent Spanish universities.” 
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Frank is an independent � rm with two specialist areas: one team is 
devoted to dispute resolution and the other team having an industry 
focus – working with clients in the media, IT and telecom sectors. � e in-
dependent setting has proven to be a favorable environment to advance 
such practice areas – with a full specialist focus, allowing the expert 
competence to develop without competing with the large full service 
� rms’ traditional emphasis on transactional business. 

Frank’s dispute resolution practice is primarily focused on major 
commercial disputes. Frank’s practitioners are representing clients in 
international and domestic arbitration cases and complex commercial 
litigation. A major part of the cases involve proceedings under the SCC 
rules – the SCC in Stockholm, being one of the most important arbitral 

institutions worldwide with more than 200 international and domestic cases an-
nually. The fi rm’s caseload, however, comprises also proceedings under the ICC 
and LCIA rules, as well as ad hoc proceedings. 

The team has extensive experience from a wide range of industries, 
including for example: 

• Media

• IT &Telecom

• Banking & Finance

• Energy

• Insurance

• Pharmaceuticals

• Construction

• Real Estate

Frank also represents Swedish and international clients before Swedish courts 
in matt ers regarding recognition, execution and challenges of foreign court 
rulings and arbitral awards. Its lawyers also regularly serve as arbitrators.

Partners of the fi rm’s arbitration team are Marcus Axelryd, Helena Dan-
denell and Kristoff er Persson. Leading arbitration lawyer Hans Bagner joined 
in 2010 and with his exceptional experience from high profi le cross-border dis-
putes, he is an important part of the team’s expanding international practice. 
The arbitration practice is now truly global with clients from all six continents.

Frank Advokatbyrå AB

Hans Bagner – Counsel
+46 8 5224 5800 
hans.bagner@frank.se
www.frank.se

• Energy

• Insurance

• Pharmaceuticals

SWEDEN –
ARBITRATION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 

institutions worldwide with more than 200 international and domestic cases an-

ADVERTISING focused on

Advice and guidance from concept • 
through production and distribution

Copy reviews and clearance• 

Compliance with state and local • 
laws as well as self-control codes

Advertising and marketing • 
compliance reviews

Disclosure requirements • 

Intellectual property• 

Comparative claims review• 

Unfair competition claims• 

Litigation• 

MARKETING focused on

Clearance of all kinds of marketing • 
strategies and promotional programs
Continuity and loyalty programs• 
Retail and business promotions• 
Game play and skill contests• 
Sweepstakes and lotteries• 
Data protection• 

Member of:

OUR SERVICES  
 IN ADVERTISING AND MARKETING LAW

SCHILLER Abogados was founded in 1982 and is a middle-sized international law 
fi rm based in Madrid with offi ces in Barcelona, Bilbao and Frankfurt. Our services 
are focused on Business Law (incl. Tax) and Labor Law as well as on Advertising, 
Marketing and Sports Law.

SCHILLER Abogados
C/ Henri Dunant, 19 

28036 Madrid (Spain)

Gerhard W. Volz
gwvolz@schillerabogados.com

2010of theYearAdvertising Law Firm 

Y O U R  T E A M  F O R  S W I S S  L A W
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DLA Nordic is a business law � rm that provides consultation with-
in all areas of business law, both locally and internationally. � e 
o�  ce in Stockholm employs 110 people, 80 of which are lawyers. 
� e o�  ce is a member of the DLA Piper Group, an alliance of legal 
practices, with more than 4,900 lawyers at 92 o�  ces in Europe, the 
US, Asia, the Middle East, Africa and Australia.

According to Mr. Bengt Kärde – Partner and Head of the Insurance 
& Reinsurance group at the fi rm, DLA Nordic assists both Swedish 
and international clients in the insurance sector. 

“We provide sound advice on all legal issues relating to insur-
ance. Our group also represents insurance companies, reinsurers and 
insurance agents in litigation and arbitration proceedings,” he said. 
“We participate in both large and small structural deals concerning 
insurance-related businesses. These might concern acquisitions, trans-
fers, portfolio transfers, establishments, restructurings, outsourcing, 
fi nancing, or winding up proceedings and run-off  related issues.”

Mr Kärde went on to point out that the team works closely with 
the Swedish Financial Supervisory Authority and can assist in all 
issues related to permits and supervisory operations. This includes 
cross-border insurance and insurance agency operations, as well as 
the establishment and fi nancing of such operations.

“Our practice group assists companies in all types of insurance-related 

disputes, such as disputes with insured parties covered by insurance policies and 
disputes relating to reinsurance agreements; and our tax lawyers can provide advice 
on tax law aspects concerning all types of insurance and pensions,” he added.

Furthermore, the Insurance & Reinsurance group works with various is-
sues within the area of reinsurance, such as agreement issues, commutations, 
preparations prior to inspections, disputes, and more.

Mr Kärde said that the team assists the majority of the Swedish insurance 
industry on a day-to-day basis. 

He said: “Our clients also include a number of international insurance and 
reinsurance companies, as well as insurance brokers.”

“We work in groups to ensure that all legal and commercial aspects are 
considered in each individual case. We regard this as particularly important 
for larger projects and cases. If the case includes international aspects, we aug-
ment the group with lawyers from DLA Piper Group,” Mr Kärde concluded.

Mr. Bengt Kärde – Partner, Head of the Insurance & Reinsurance group
Tel +46 8 701 78 50

Mob +46 70 872 24 92
bengt.karde@dlanordic.se

www.dlanordic.com

DLA Nordic 

Global Law Experts Awards 2010 39

DLA Nordic is a business law � rm that provides consultation with- disputes, such as disputes with insured parties covered by insurance policies and 
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DLA Nordic 

ADVERTISING focused on

Advice and guidance from concept • 
through production and distribution

Copy reviews and clearance• 

Compliance with state and local • 
laws as well as self-control codes

Advertising and marketing • 
compliance reviews

Disclosure requirements • 

Intellectual property• 

Comparative claims review• 

Unfair competition claims• 

Litigation• 

MARKETING focused on

Clearance of all kinds of marketing • 
strategies and promotional programs
Continuity and loyalty programs• 
Retail and business promotions• 
Game play and skill contests• 
Sweepstakes and lotteries• 
Data protection• 

Member of:

OUR SERVICES  
 IN ADVERTISING AND MARKETING LAW

SCHILLER Abogados was founded in 1982 and is a middle-sized international law 
fi rm based in Madrid with offi ces in Barcelona, Bilbao and Frankfurt. Our services 
are focused on Business Law (incl. Tax) and Labor Law as well as on Advertising, 
Marketing and Sports Law.

SCHILLER Abogados
C/ Henri Dunant, 19 

28036 Madrid (Spain)

Gerhard W. Volz
gwvolz@schillerabogados.com

2010of theYearAdvertising Law Firm 

Y O U R  T E A M  F O R  S W I S S  L A W

“We provide sound advice on all legal 
issues relating to insurance. Our group also 
represents insurance companies, reinsurers 
and insurance agents in litigation and 
arbitration proceedings,”
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2010 has been an extremely interesting and challenging year for 
law � rms active in technology, media and telecoms. Clients have 
had to face intense competition for innovation while securing 
growth and sometimes � ghting for their survival.

Michel Jaccard, head of the Technology, Media, Telecoms practice at the 
fi rm, feels that clients particularly appreciate the team’s project man-
agement and negotiation skills in complex issues, and ability to come 
up with creative, business friendly solutions. Clients also value the law-
yers’ commitment to support and defend their position throughout the 
process to all stakeholders (boards, fi nancial backers, and sharehold-
ers), and excellent transactional support in acquisitions or disposals. 
Clients pressured by budget constraints have valued the fi rms’ ability 
to tailor its services to their needs, without compromising the fi rms’ key 
advantages in the technology market, ie technical expertise, business 
acumen, market knowledge, and  negotiation skills.

Mr Jaccard pointed out that one of the fi rm’s specifi cities is to 
closely listen to the client’s needs and spend time initially under-
standing the background and bigger context of a technology project 
before producing legal work. He said: “This enables us to grasp 
the real issues, stakes, risks and expectations of the project, which 
results in a higher value for the advice we can off er to the client.”

Mr Jaccard further said: “Technology becomes complex. To as-
sist clients in the fi eld, you need to understand – or at least get an 
understanding – of what the innovation brought by your client is, 

and what it will take to deliver the services to the market. Draft ing of legal 
documentation can be challenging to grasp the client’s vision of the business 
plan and the subtleties of the technology. Alignment of business, technology 
and legal is key for the success of a strategy and the clients value our ability to 
team up and integrate our legal analysis in the general project management.”

“Due to market conditions, we have also witnessed an increase in contentious 
work, both in technology and media, where BCCC is regularly entrusted with cas-
es of reputation management, defamation, media liability and unfair competition, 
where my partner Manuel Bianchi della Porta is also active” Mr Jaccard added.

He went on to explain that IT spending was significantly reduced as a 
result of the global economic slow-down, except where technology was 
critical. “In such cases, clients turn to true specialists – to our clear ad-
vantage, and explore alternative ways of using technology. In particular, I 
have been extremely happy to witness a shift to open source solutions in 
projects where the industry proved still reluctant only one year ago. As we 
have heavily invested at BCCC to be at the cutting edge of technology and 
intellectual property issues, we have been able to serve clients in the field 
immediately with top quality and expertise, including for corporate acquisi-
tions of Open Source companies.” Mr Jaccard explained.

Compared to previous years, a signifi cant part of BCCC’s work has been 
regulatory, addressing sensitive questions in advertising, gambling, banking, 
healthcare and online gaming. The team has also experienced a clear increase 
in data protection work and cloud computing infrastructures, in particular in 
connection with the cross border processing of employee data or behavioral or 
geodata collected and processed by Internet companies.

Michel Jaccard – Partner
+41 22 704 3600 
jaccard@bccc.ch
www.bccc.ch

BCCC Attorneys-at-lawBCCC Attorneys-at-lawBCCC Attorneys-at-law

SWITZERLAND – TECHNOLOGY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
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Kemp Litt le LLP works with businesses that recognise that success in a 
world driven by technology means using lawyers who understand it.  

According to Richard Kemp, the fi rm is genuinely comprehensive 
around technology, and its goal is to be the UK law fi rm of choice 
for enterprise and growth companies for all their technology law 
needs – whether it be for IP licensing or enforcement, technology 
related M&A or fi nancings, employment law, anti-trust, regulatory, 
commercial or IT litigation. 

Mr Kemp said: “As the practice of law in the UK begins to polarise 
around the large multinational fi rms and the sector specialists, we’re well 
used to ploughing the innovation furrow, doing things diff erently and 
bett er for clients: we’re one of only 12 European fi rms to be ranked in the 
FT’s Innovative Lawyers survey in each of the fi ve years since it started.”

Further, as the pace of technology change continues to quicken 
– everything digitises – the fi rm works on the IT buy-side with 12 
FTSE 100 companies in the manufacturing, retail, broadcasting, 
travel and fi nancial services sectors.  
“In the professional services sector, we work with 5 of the top 10 UK law 

fi rms and 2 of the Big 4 accounting practices.  Our deep and broad sector experience 
means we add strategic value to client projects in complex outsourcing, soft ware, 
platform, e-commerce and telecoms projects,” Mr Kemp added.

On the developer and supplier side, Kemp Litt le works with three of the 
top 10 global companies in each of the soft ware, Internet, e-commerce, digital 
media and telecoms areas, with leading edge expertise in the burgeoning areas 
of open source, the cloud, data and soft ware patents.

Mr Kemp also pointed out that the fi rm’s corporate team acts for some of 
the world’s best known technology companies on M&A up to £100m and on 
fi nancings and deals for technology SMEs; its employment team supports HR 
professionals on all aspects of employment law – advising on policies and 
contracts, and resolving disputes; while its IP litigation team specialises in 
complex contentious and non-contentious work relating to all aspects of TMT 
market places; and the competition and regulatory team supports clients in 
these increasingly important areas in the TMT world.”

“We are delighted to win this award, and for the recognition it gives to all 
our lawyers, and, most importantly of all, for the great clients we are privi-
leged to work with,” Mr Kemp concluded. 

Richard Kemp - Senior and Commercial Technology Partner
+44 (0) 20 7600 8080

richard.kemp@kemplittle.com
www.kemplittle.com

Kemp Little LLP

THE UK – IT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

“We are delighted to win the Global Law Experts 2010 UK IT Law Firm of the Year award.” 
– Richard Kemp  
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Energy law practice in Nigeria is fraught with uncertainty mainly 

relating to policy development and regulation of the industry; and 

also interpretational di�  culties attributed to major laws a� ecting 

petroleum investment. In addition, energy law practitioners face 

a legal mine� eld of uncertainties in where to � nd the law as the 

regulatory framework is scattered in various documents.

Adepetun Caxton-Martins Agbor & Segun (“ACA&S” or “the Firm”), 
a full service integrated law fi rm, off ers a complete range of legal 
services for its diverse clientele. Its broad client base includes local 
businesses to foreign governments and international corporations.

With twenty years of experience to its credit, ACA&S has developed 
extensive expertise and in various sectors of the Nigerian and global 
economy, with special focus on energy and natural resources, mining, 

electricity , telecommunications, shipping, aviation and  banking law. 

ACA&S has gained an enviable reputation as being the leading oil and gas law � rm 

in Nigeria, and has consistently ranked as one of the leading Nigerian law � rms in:

1. Chambers & Partners – Chambers Global – The World’s Leading Lawyers 
(www.chambersandpartners.com);
2. The Commonwealth Yearbook; 
3. Legal 500 (www.legal500.com);

� e Firm has particularly distinguished itself in oil and gas law practice in Nigeria, 

demonstrated by the following recent recognitions:

1. Twice nominated for “African Law Firm of the Year Award”.
2. Nigeria Oil and Gas Law Firm of the year, 2009 - ACQ Law Awards
3. Energy & Natural Resources Law Firm of the Year, 2010 - EsQ Magazine/
BusinessDay Nigeria Legal Awards.

ACA&S enjoys highly benefi cial government and industry stakeholders’ 
relationships which has been applied in providing effi  cient and result oriented 
legal services to the satisfaction of its clients. The fi rm also enjoys good work-
ing relationships with major international law fi rms.

ACA&S has participated in a large share of Nigerian upstream sector work, 
and built an impressive track record of fi nance work in the energy sector. This 
includes advising a Canadian oil company on its $310million subscription re-
ceipts placement, and a Nigerian client on its $1billion takeover of downstream 
assets and operations.

ACA&S frequently participates in stakeholder forums and liaison with 
regulatory authorities to provide clarifi cation on key issues for its clients and 
for the general development of industry policies.

LM is Israel’s leading � rm in Project Finance (PFI), and over the past 
13 years has been involved in every large-scale national project in the 
strategic infrastructure sector, including desalination plants, highways, 
energy and mass transit projects, and acquired an important overview 
of the practice area, representing all parties relevant to successful Public 
Private Partnerships (o�  takers, sponsors and � nance providers). 

As PFI is inherently multi-disciplinary, it draws from the diverse 
skills, depth and expertise of the members of the fi rm’s project 
fi nance team, who have been involved in the creation and the 
formation of this legal fi eld right from the days of its creation in 
Israel, 13 years ago. The partners and senior lawyers of the team are 
personally and actively involved throughout the diff erent phases of 
the projects, from beginning to end, making the legal consultation 
as effi  cient and professional as it can be. 

The fi rm provides a full range of services such as translating the 
fi nancial model into legal documents (tender, concession agree-
ment), ongoing counsel throughout the entire tender process, 
handling administrative law issues, and negotiating the fi nancing 
with domestic and foreign banks and lenders. 

It is noteworthy to mention, that in the last two years alone, LM was 
involved in all the large scale infrastructure projects in Israel, despite 
the upheaval in the global fi nancial markets, including the fi nancial 

closing of the extension of the three desalination projects in Israel, formulating and 
executing a contract for the construction of an independent power plant for the 
largest food manufacturer in Israel (Tnuva), and the execution of the concession 
agreement for the construction of a fourth desalination project in Israel (Sorek).

The following is a list of examples of the fi rm’s involvement in various PFI/
BOT/BOO projects:

Transportation Projects: The Carmel Tunnels Project - 0.4 billion USD; High-
way 431 - 0.5 billion USD; Highway 531 - 0.7 billion USD; PFI Project for Road 
Maintenance - 250 million USD; Fast Lane to Tel Aviv - 130 million USD.

Desalination Projects: South Israel 120 Million m3/year Seawater Desalination 
Facility - 300 million USD; Palmachim 45 million m3/year BOO Desalination 
Project - 120 million USD; Hadera 130 Million m3/year Seawater Desalination Fa-
cility - 400 million USD; Sorek Seawater Desalination Facility - 500 million USD.

Energy Projects - Yam Tethys Natural Gas Project - 275 million USD; Project 
Financing of the 370MW OPC Power Plant - 400 million USD; Two Pumped-
Storage Hydro-Electricity Power Plants with Installed Capacity of 300MW and 
200MW - 250 million USD each; Photo-Voltage (PV) Power Plant with Installed 
Capacity of up to 30MW - 70 million USD; Two Thermo-Solar Power Plants 
with Installed Capacity of 60MW Each - 250 million USD (each); Project for the 
Construction of an Independent Power Plant in Ashkelon - 200 million USD; 
Tnuva Independent power plant – 63 million USD.

Mass Transit Projects: The Tel Aviv Red Line Light Rail Project - 2.5 billion 
USD; Jerusalem Light Rail Project. - 0.5 billion USD. 

Vered Levin - Adv.
Tel: +972-3-5102491
Fax: +972-3-5102493
main@levymeidan.co.il  
www.levymeidan.co.il  
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WINNER of 
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With experience in numerous African jurisdictions including 

Namibia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia and Mauritius.

Our partners have been listed as leading lawyers in their respective 

fields by Chambers Global 2010, PLC Which Lawyer? Yearbook 

2010, IFLR: Guide to the World Leading Financial Firms, Who’s 

Who Legal 2010, and now Best Lawyers.

Competition Law Specialists  |  Litigation Attorneys  |  Regulatory Advice  |  Consumer Protection Advice

Local expertise. 
Continental reach.   
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FOUNDATION CHAMBERS is a specialised � rm engaged essentially 
in legal practice in the following areas, namely: Admiralty; Arbitration; 
Aviation; Commercial & Corporate Transactions; Capital Market Opera-
tions; Marine & Aviation Insurance; Oil & Gas; Shipping; Ship Financing 
& Chartering; Maritime Consultancy and Company Secretarial Services.

The Firm harnesses over thirty-fi ve (35) years practice experience of 
its Principal Counsel and provides legal advice, undertakes negotia-
tions, documentation of agreements and preparation of court pro-
cesses relating to: Arrest of Ships and Aircraft , Cargo Claims, Reg-
istration of Ships and Aircraft , Ship and Aircraft  Mortgages, Sale, 
Lease/Charter and purchase of Vessels and Aircraft , Marine and 
Aviation Insurance Claims, general advice to Shipping and Aviation 
Companies, two major Nigerian Shipping Agencies, a Concessioned 
Port Terminal Operator, Protection and Indemnity (P&I) Clubs, Loan 
Syndications, Multinational Corporations, Joint-Venture Companies, 
Oil, Gas, Fertilizer and Mineral Resources, Admiralty Claims, Civil 
Litigation and Arbitration connected with these areas; Consultancy 
on Maritime Conventions, Maritime Policy and Administration, 
Maritime Training, Workshops and Seminars.

The fi rm acts for the major maritime parastatals in Nigeria, namely the 
Nigerian Shippers’ Council, National Maritime Administration and Safety 
Agency and the Nigerian Ports Authority on contentious and non-conten-
tious matt ers, and advises on maritime policies and legislation. 

In 2001, the fi rm undertook the legal survey and documentation 
which led to the establishment of the Cargo Defence Fund by the 
Nigerian Shippers’ Council.

The fi rm acted for a major client and its foreign joint venture 

partners in the successful bid, negotiation and acquisition of the 51% Core 
Investorship in Nigerdock Plc - West Africa Largest ship Building and ship 
repair company in 2003/2004.

In June 2004, the fi rm undertook on behalf of the Federal Ministry of 
Transport preparation of the draft  Legislation for the implementation of the 
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) International Ship & Port Facility 
Security (ISPS) Code by the Nigerian Government.

The fi rm also acted for two Consortia who bidded for the Concessioning of 
Nigerian Ports by the Bureau of Public Enterprise (BPE), one of which won the 
bid for a Tin Can Island Port Terminal in 2005/2006.

In 2006-2007, the fi rm conducted a vessel inspection and verifi cation exercise 
for the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) with 
a view to updating the Nigerian Ship Register.

In 2008, the Principal Counsel acted as Chairman of the Federal Ministry of 
Transport Committ ee on Complaints of Arbitrary Increases in Local Shipping 
Charges by Private Terminal Operators (Concessionaires), Ship Agents and 
Bonded Terminal Operators.

The Principal Counsel was named in “Who’s Who Legal” 2008 and 2009 (the 
Offi  cial Research Partner of the International Bar Association Shipping) as “the 
best in Nigeria” in shipping and maritime law practice.

The Principal Counsel is a Consultant on legal matt ers to the International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) and has undertaken a number of workshops/
seminars on its behalf – the most recent being on the Ballast Water Convention 
(BWM) West African Regional Legal Training in June 2010. 

In August 2010, the Principal Counsel was appointed Chairman of the 
12-man Federal Ministry of Transport Ports Reform Evaluation Committ ee 
(PREC) to assess the performance of the Twenty-Six (26) concessioned Port 
Terminals in the Country and the over-all Port Reform exercise.

Mr. L. Chidi Ilogu - Principal Counsel
+234 803 402 1910; 7753205
chidilogu@yahoo.com
www.foundationchambers.com
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NIGERIA – SHIPPING & MARITIME LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

2010 South African
IP Law firm of the year

FOUNDATION CHAMBERS

AFRICA & MIDDLE EAST.indd   3 18/1/11   14:45:39



13 Eton Road, Parktown, Johannesburg, 2193, South Africa | Chris Stevens | +27 11 358-7700 | cs@tabacks.com

WWW.TABACKS.COM

WINNER of 

SOUTH AFRICA - NATURAL RESOURCES 
LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

With experience in numerous African jurisdictions including 

Namibia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia and Mauritius.

Our partners have been listed as leading lawyers in their respective 

fields by Chambers Global 2010, PLC Which Lawyer? Yearbook 

2010, IFLR: Guide to the World Leading Financial Firms, Who’s 

Who Legal 2010, and now Best Lawyers.

Competition Law Specialists  |  Litigation Attorneys  |  Regulatory Advice  |  Consumer Protection Advice

Local expertise. 
Continental reach.   

Switchboard: +27 (0) 11 666 7560  |  Fax: +27 (0) 86 600 5529  |  info@nortonsinc.com  |  www.nortonsinc.com
Address: 135 Daisy Street, Sandton, Johannesburg  |  P O Box 41162, Craighall, 2024, South Africa

BusinessDayAd_GLE.indd   1 24/11/10   15:36:00

2010 South African
IP Law firm of the year

AFRICA & MIDDLE EAST.indd   4 18/1/11   14:45:50



46 Global Law Experts Awards 2010

Asia & Oceania

47 Australia – Capital Markets Law Firm of the Year - Blake Dawson 

48 Australia – Natural Resources Law Firm of the Year - Johnson Winter & Slattery 

48 India – Real Estate Law Firm of the Year - M. T. Miskita & Co 

49 India – Shipping & Maritime Law Firm of the Year - 

Chambers of Mr V. Subramanian

49 Indonesia – Capital Markets Law Firm of the Year - Makes & Partners 

50 Malaysia – Labour & Employment Law Firm of the Year - Shearn Delamore & Co 

51 Malaysia – Arbitration Law Firm of the Year - Zul Ra� que & Partners 

52 Philippines – HR & Employment Law Firm of the Year - 

SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan 

53 Singapore – M&A Law Firm of the Year - Stamford Law Corporation 

54 Singapore – Real Estate Law Firm of the Year - Rodyk & Davidson LLP 

54 Singapore – Shipping & Maritime Law Firm of the Year - Haridass Ho & Partners 

55 South Korea – Trade & Customs Law Firm of the Year - Shin & Kim 

55 Turkey – Capital Markets Law Firm of the Year - Pekin & Bayar Law Firm 

56 Turkey – Corporate Law Firm of the Year - Cerrahoglu Law Firm 

56 Vietnam – Project Finance Law Firm of the Year - YKVN Lawyers 

57 Vietnam – Real Estate Law Firm of the Year - Mayer Brown JSM 

Contents

ASIA & OCEANIA.indd   1 18/1/11   14:47:04



Global Law Experts Awards 2010 47

Blake Dawson’s Capital Markets team comprises 42 Partners, Senior Associates 
and Lawyers working throughout our o�  ces in Australia and the Asian region. 

The team enjoys a reputation for providing clients with “profes-
sional, commercial and concise advice” and for an approach that 
is “responsive to our requirements” IFLR1000, 2011. Our Capital 
Markets practice is founded on a thorough understanding of market 
practice, a detailed knowledge of the legal issues and a market 
focused approach. We bring together leaders in all areas that impact 
on strategic capital management and have been involved in some 
of the largest Australian capital raisings as well as groundbreaking 
Australian and international DCM deals.

EQUITY CAPITAL MARKETS

“The team has done a brilliant job.” “The best in town, by some margin.” 
- Chambers Global, 2010

Capital is a basic need for every business. Raising equity capital 
effi  ciently and maintaining an eff ective capital structure are central 
to corporate performance. During 2009, capital raisings took on 
renewed importance as funds and corporates alike sought to utilise 
equity capital markets in response to the pressures brought on by 
the fi nancial crisis. Volatile markets dampened the anticipated re-
turn to IPO activity during 2010 but the year fi nished optimistically 
with the long awaited fl oat of Queensland Rail. There was also an 
uptick in equity raisings to fund acquisitions during 2010, including 
in the resources sector where buoyant commodity prices have been 
refl ected in rising share values.

Our team, having acted on behalf of issuers, underwriters and 
lead managers in many capital raisings, understands how the mar-
ket works and off ers considerable experience to assist our clients 
best navigate whatever the prevailing market conditions may be to 
achieve the desired outcome. Our practice extends across the full 
range of equity raising, including IPOs, traditional and accelerated 
entitlement off ers, placements, share purchase plans and other 
forms of equity capital raising (including hybrid and convertible 
debt), both locally and off shore. 

Being one of Australia’s largest and most respected commercial law 
fi rms, we bring together leaders from all practice areas that impact on 
strategic capital management to ensure our clients receive a seamlessly 
integrated service. With a dedicated team that is at the forefront of local 
and regional equity capital markets, Blake Dawson is uniquely placed 
to advise across the full gamut of equity capital markets issues. 

Signifi cant matt ers that our team has advised on include; advising the Austra-
lia and New Zealand Banking Group on the largest ever share plan raising of 
an Australian listed company; advising BlueScope Steel on its A$1.413 billion 
capital restructure; advised Boart Longyear on its US$700 million capital rais-
ing by way of a placement with a conditional component and an undocument-
ed accelerated non renounceable entitlement off er and share purchase plan; 
advising Oil Search on its A$935 million placement and share purchase plan; 
and advising Kula Gold Limited on its A$202.7 million initial public off ering of 
ordinary shares and listing on ASX

DEBT CAPITAL MARKETS

“Blake Dawson is very professional, commercial and concise in its advice, 
prompt in its response and cost conscious” comments a client. 
– IFLR1000, 2011

Our Debt Capital Markets team has established itself as one of the leading 
teams in the Australian market. We advise on transactions involving a range of 
both established and novel asset classes, including insurance premium pools, 
non-conforming loans, net interest margin receivables, pre-sale contracts, 
RMBS, CMBS, reverse mortgages, infrastructure cashfl ows and whole business 
transactions. In this regard, we have recently been involved in transactions re-
lating to the resurgence of interest in the US capital markets, including acting 
for one of our major corporate clients in respect of an issue of notes by it into 
the US Rule 144A market. 

We have extensive experience advising both issuers and lead managers 
in relation to the establishment of off shore and local medium term note and 
securitisation programs and have advised on a wide range of MTN programs 
covering note issues out of Europe and Australia. We have also taken an active 
role in regulatory and market discussions with respect to the development of a 
retail bond market in Australia.

We have a history of advising on groundbreaking Australian and inter-
national deals, such as the fi rst major transport infrastructure project to be 
fi nanced solely through debt capital markets, the fi rst reverse mortgage ware-
house funding and the fi rst dealer fl oorplan securitisation. Other examples 
include the fi rst pub securitisation, the fi rst whole business securitisation, the 
fi rst sub-tranched AAA-rated deal for non-conforming home loans and the 
fi rst US$ private placement of a government infrastructure project under PPP 
guidelines. We also acted for the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse at RPA in relation to 
the issue of A$35 million of “charitable bonds” – the fi rst such type of issue by 
a charitable body in the Australian market.

Sarah Dulhunty – Head of national Equity Capital Markets practice
+61 2 9258 6643
+0419 169 633
sarah.dulhunty@blakedawson.com

Paul Jenkins – Head of national Debt Capital Markets and Securitisation practice
+61 2 9258 6336
+ 0439 322 932
paul.jenkins@blakedawson.com

www.blakedawson.com
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ENERGY, RESOURCES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Johnson Winter & Slattery is a commercial law � rm representing 
Australian and international clients on their most strategic, complex 
and demanding transactions and disputes throughout Australia and 
surrounding regions.

The fi rm operates on a fully integrated basis from offi  ces in Sydney, 
Perth, Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide, ensuring that the most 
appropriate skills are brought to bear on each assignment.

Head of Energy, Resources and Infrastructure at Johnson Winter & 
Slatt ery, Peter Rose said, “This is a core practice area of our fi rm, and 
our practice group is one of the most experienced teams of specialist 
lawyers in Australia. Members of our team are routinely involved 
in negotiated transactions for the sale and purchase of assets, joint 
venture arrangements, greenfi eld and brownfi eld development projects 
(including project fi nance), commercial and operational agreements for 
energy, resources and infrastructure projects, and offt  ake agreements”. 

He added, “We also have specialist expertise in the operation of markets 
for the trading of electricity, gas and environmental products, and in 
regulated and unregulated infrastructure access, across a range of asset 
classes including gas and electricity networks and rail and port facilities”. 

Johnson Winter & Slatt ery’s Energy, Resources and Infrastructure 
group operates as an integrated national team and the diverse expertise 
of our experienced senior practitioners is available to clients around 
Australia and internationally, regardless of location. The team also draws 
upon the fi rm’s specialist corporate, fi nance, tax, competition, property 
and dispute resolution practice groups to support the sector specifi c 
transactions and projects that we undertake. 

Some of the more signifi cant assignments that we have undertaken 
in the past year include: 
• Arrow Energy - in relation to its proposed participation in the 
Fisherman’s Landing LNG project 
• Australia Pacifi c LNG - in connection with contracts for the 
development and construction of gas fi eld facilities, the pipeline 
network from the gas fi eld facilities to Gladstone, and the 
electrifi cation of the gas fi eld facilities sites   
• Bauxite Resources Ltd - in relation to joint venture arrangements 
with Shandong Bureau and Yankuang Group 
• Cliff s Asia Pacifi c Iron Ore - in relation to its 11mtpa Koolyanobbing 
expansion 
• North West Iron Ore Alliance - in relation to rail access, and Atlas 
Iron in relation to port access issues 
• Osaka Gas - in relation to the Unit Operating Agreement and the 
FLNG documentation for the Sunrise LNG Project
• Spie Capag - in relation to the negotiation of a contract with Exxon 
for the construction of the in- country pipeline for the Exxon PNG 
LNG Project.

Johnson Winter & Slattery 

Peter Rose – Partner
(Head of Energy, Resources & Infrastructure)
p +61 3 8611 1345
peter.rose@jws.com.au
www.jws.com.au
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Real Estate in India is governed by a complex blend of union 

(federal) laws, state laws, personal laws and local customs. 

Due diligence in India is complex and time-consuming, as the 

Torrens system of registration of title is not followed. Investigation 

therefore requires detailed and thorough research and an in-depth 

understanding of law and practice. � ere is also no standardized 

practice for undertaking and structuring real estate transactions.  

In the above background, M. T. Miskita & Co adopts best practices 
in investigating title and is able to conceive unique and varied 
transaction structures to successfully conclude deals.   

The Indian central government proposes to regulate the 
development of Real Estate by enacting the Real Estate Management 
(Regulation And Control) Bill. Broadly, a regulatory authority will 
license, monitor and discipline developers and protect consumers. 
Substantial amendments are also proposed to the Land Acquisition 
Act, 1894 under the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill, 2007. 

While the above legislations will protect consumers and 
landowners, they may slow down the property acquisition and 
development process and lead to protracted litigation between 
developers and consumers / landowners.

M. T. Miskita & Co was established in 1970, and is a leading law 
fi rm in India specializing in real estate law. The fi rm is positioned as 
a boutique practice and strives to provide personalized and priority 
services. Its lawyers have a dedicated focus to real estate practice and 
extensive expertise in investigation of title and structuring transactions. 
Their exposure to varied laws and practices in jurisdictions across India 
is a strength as laws and practices are not standardized. 

The fi rm has a robust real estate practice, and handles varied 
transactional work across India, including commercial property 
acquisitions and leases, land acquisition and aggregations, and 
property developments including high-end and low cost housing, 
townships, information technology parks, special economic zones 
and slum rehabilitation schemes. The fi rm’s clientele includes some 
of the largest Indian real estate developers, multinational and Indian 
corporations, banks, government bodies, trusts, cultural institutions 
and societies and high net-worth individuals.

The fi rm sets itself apart from other real estate lawyers by providing 
dedicated and personalized service in the quickest possible turn-around 
time; short timelines being commonplace with the ever growing demand 
in real estate. At the same time, the Firm will not compromise on 
maintaining high standards of investigation and draft ing. 

Keeping in mind that good markets come and go, M. T. Miskita 
& Co has always adopted a conservative policy in advising clients, 
particularly focusing on the mantra that there should be no shortcuts 
in investigating title or in documenting a transaction. 

M. T. Miskita & Co

Viren Miskita – Partner
Tel:  + 91-22-2204-4238
Fax:  + 91-22-2282-8456
admin@miskitaco.com 
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Makes & Partners Law Firm was established in 1993. Makes & 
Partners is an independent, innovative and creative Indonesian law 
� rm, which is recognized as a market leader in Indonesia, for capital 
markets, mergers and acquisitions, corporate � nance, corporate 
legal services, foreign investment and privatization transactions.

The market recognizes Makes & Partners as a strategic leader for 
integrated commercial business and legal solutions. Our philosophy 
of “solving a legal problem means more than knowing the law” 
was adopted since our inception and has been inculcated to all our 
members to ensure that we achieve transactions that are result-
oriented, commercial approach and high completion rate for all of our 
transactions are achieved. 

Makes & Partners is an independent, innovative and creative 
Indonesian law fi rm and a leader in the Indonesian corporate fi nance 
and corporate commercial legal services market. We promote the 
commercial interests of clients by providing high quality legal 
services to Indonesian and international clients.

We adopt a practical business approach in all our dealings with 
clients in order to provide meaningful legal solutions. Established in 
the early 1990’s, Makes & Partners maintains solid relationships with 
the government, legal and business communities in Indonesia. We 
currently have more than 25 lawyers, including foreign att orneys, most 
with dual degrees in law and business. Our lawyers are also assisted 
by special counsels who previously served in senior capacities in the 
academe, private practice and with various government ministries and 
institutions and the Indonesian Supreme Court. Our lawyers’ work is 
based on a coordinated team approach and our client’s personnel are 
considered integral members of our team.   

Makes & Partners is recognized as an Indonesian law fi rm with: 
the ability of handling complex transactions, an in-depth knowledge 
of law, a vast experience and expertise in structuring transactions 
and negotiating contracts and a high completion rate. We earned this 
reputation from our focus on developing innovative legal products 
and structures tailored to fi t the requirements of our clients. We are 
proud to state that our legal products are not only accepted by our 
clients but are also well-regarded by the Indonesian legal market 
and the relevant regulators. A number of Indonesian law fi rms have 
also adopted a number of the products and structures developed 
by Makes & Partners. For instance, the Share Purchase Agreement 
draft ed by Makes & Partners in the fi rst privatization transaction 
conducted by the Government of the Republic of Indonesia was used 
as a model draft  in most of the privatization transaction conducted 
by the Government of Indonesia and also by some of the private 
companies. The transaction structure developed by Makes & Partners 
for the strategic acquisition & divestment of a multi-fi nance company 
is used as a model for structuring all multi-fi nance acquisitions, 
conducted on and off  the stock exchanges in Indonesia.

Makes & Partners Law Firm

Mr. Yozua Makes, S.H., LL.M, MM - Senior Partner
+ (62 21) 574 7181
ymakes@makeslaw.com
www.makeslaw.com  

S. Venkiteswaran is a designated ‘Senior Advocate’ (equivalent to Silk) 
in the Chambers of Mr V. Subramanian, Advocate, LL.M (Tulane). 

The Chambers is also staff ed by the following Associates:
 
(1)    Ms S. Priya, Advocate, LL.B (Mumbai);
(2)    Mr Abhimanyu Singh, Advocate, LL.M (Tulane);
(3)    Mr Ranjeet V. Sangle, Advocate, LL.M (NUS, Singapore);
(4)    Mr M.S. Vinod Kumar, Advocate, LL.M (London);
(5)    Mr Kumar Abhishek Singh, Advocate, LL.M (Tulane);
(6)    Ms Anusha Ramanathan, Advocate, LL.B (Symbiosis, Pune)
 
The Chambers work under the regular and constant advice / 
supervision of Mr Venkiteswaran. 

Mr Venkiteswaran explained that he has specialised in Maritime 
Law since about 1975.  

He said: “I have been the Board Chairman initially of P&I Services 
Pvt. Ltd., who were the Correspondents for three major Protection & 
Indemnity Associations; and later on Pandi Correspondents Pvt. Ltd., 
who took over the same business from P&I Services. I have, therefore, 
been literally appearing in Courts in all matt ers of shipowners 
belonging to these Clubs, whenever their ships come to India.”  

 Mr Venkiteswaran has appeared in Arbitration and Court 
proceedings all around the world, to give evidence on Indian law. He 
is an Arbitrator on the Panels of the Singapore Chamber of Maritime 
Arbitration (SCMA) and the Indian Council of Arbitration (ICA), 
and has conducted many Arbitrations; appearing in Arbitrations in 
Singapore and other places.

 Indeed, Mr Venkiteswaran has a long association with the Shipping 
Ministry, i.e. the Government of India. 

“I have appeared for the Director General of Shipping (DGS) and 
the Government of India in many litigations. I have been on every 
Committ ee constituted by the Government of India for draft ing 
various rules, legislations, etc.,” Mr Venkiteswaran said.

 Mr Venkiteswaran has observed that India is forging ahead and both 
its imports and exports are increasing manifold; he believes there is 
going to be tremendous amount of shipping activity to and from India.

 “I have advised many shipowners in India right from their 
conception, planning and to the execution stage of acquisition of ships.  
I have been associated with ship-building contracts.  I am an advisor 
to Mr Gautam Adani, who set up the Mundra Port,” he added. “From 
the day the idea of the Port was conceived and till it was executed, I 
have continued to be a Member on the Board of Mundra Port.  I sit on 
the Board of Pipavav Shipyard Ltd. and am close to the ship-building 
industry.  I sit on the Board of Indian Register of Shipping (IRS), a Full 
Member of the International Association of Classifi cation Societies 
(IACS): the association with shipping is manifold.”

 Mr Venkiteswaran is also referenced in the Lloyds List on Lawyers. 
htt p://www.lloydslist.com/ll/news/top100/law/

Chambers of Mr V. Subramanian

Mr S. Venkiteswaran – Senior Advocate
Telephone number? 
Email address? 
Web address? 

M. T. Miskita & Co

Viren Miskita – Partner
Tel:  + 91-22-2204-4238
Fax:  + 91-22-2282-8456
admin@miskitaco.com 

INDIA - 
SHIPPING AND MARITIME LAWYER OF THE YEAR

INDONESIA – 
CAPITAL MARKETS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 

INDIA – 
REAL ESTATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

Chambers of Mr V. Subramanian

ASIA & OCEANIA.indd   4 18/1/11   14:47:44



50  Global Law Experts Awards 2010

Malaysia experiences minimal trade disputes that result in strikes. � e country’s 
labour laws safeguard the interests and clearly de� ne the rights and responsibilities of 
employers and employees, thus providing a legal framework for the orderly conduct of 
industrial relations in the country.

In Malaysia, there is a system of trade unions which comprises na-
tional trade unions and in house trade unions, depending on the dif-
ferent types of industries. As a result, there are unionised employees 
who are covered by collective agreements even though they may not 
fall under the protection of the Employment Act, 1955. However, 
even if an employee is not a member of the relevant in-house union 
but falls under one of the categories provided for in the collective 
agreement, then the said employee may be covered by the provi-
sions of the collective agreement (as and where applicable).

Established in 1905, Shearn Delamore & Co., one of the oldest full-
service law fi rms in Malaysia, has evolved over the last 10 decades 
into one of the largest, providing a comprehensive range of services to 
clients ranging from private individuals to the largest multinationals. 

With over 100 lawyers and 250 support staff , the fi rm has the 
resources to run and manage the most complex projects, transac-
tions and matt ers. This would include co-ordinating and managing 
cross-border transactions together with the foreign and international 
law fi rms with whom we continuously work. By combining our 
diverse experience and interdisciplinary collaborations, we are able 
to provide a complimentary range of skills. 

We provide services embracing all aspects of employment and in-
dustrial relations law as well as administrative law. The services are 
almost exclusively extended to corporate employers. They include: 
i) Employment (including all features of collective and individual 
employment arrangements as well as employment issues arising out of 
mergers and acquisitions, re-organisations and corporate restructuring) 
ii) Industrial Relations (with particular reference to the interest of corporate 

employers, trade union of employers and other employers’ organisations) 
iii) Full litigation services covering all contentious employment disputes such as 
dismissals, formation and recognition of trade unions, collective bargaining, strikes 
and other industrial actions, trade disputes
iv) Defense of corporate employers in criminal proceedings commenced in 
respect of employment related off ences
v) Retrenchment 

We have been recognised throughout the years as leaders in our fi eld: 
i) Pacifi c Business Press, Hong Kong named Shearn Delamore & Co. as Asian-
Counsel Firm of the Year 2007: Malaysia for Employment. 
ii) In Chambers Asia 2010 – A Client’s Guide, the Department was ranked 
within the top band : ‘Sources say the lawyers are “all highly capable and 
very professional. They stand out because they are very responsive; they 
understand the time pressures that clients are under and work to accommo-
date them.”… prominent lawyers include Vĳ ayan Venugopal. Whom peers 
characterise as “a clever guy who really knows his stuff .” 

In Asialaw Profi les 2011 - The leading practice at Shearn Delamore & Co 
embraces all aspects of employment and industrial relations law, such as 
issues arising from M&As and restructurings, as well as administrative law. 
Sivabalah Nadarajah, a well-known fi gure in the industry, heads the conten-
tious practice with support from specialists Vĳ ayan Venugopal and Raymond 
Low. Over the past year, Nadarajah represented and won a favourable judg-
ment from the Court of Appeal for a fi rm of solicitors, VP Nathan & Partners, 
against employees who claimed they had been dismissed under a forced 
resignation. Low acted for Britania Brands Malaysia in a landmark High Court 
case to quash the decision of the assistant director of labour who had declined 
the request of the company for an adjournment to obtain legal representation 
during the lower labour court proceedings. 

N. Sivabalah – Partner
Tel: + 603 20272866 (Direct), 
Fax: + 603 20785625/603 20782376 (General) 
Email address? 
Web address? 

Shearn Delamore & Co.

MALAYSIA – LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

D3-3-8, SOLARIS DUTAMAS, NO. 1 JALAN DUTAMAS 1, 50480 KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA
TEL: +6 03 6209 8228   FAX: + 6 03 6209 8221 / 8331 / 8381

EMAIL: zrp@zulrafique.com.my WEBSITE: www.zulrafique.com.my

D3-3-8 SOLARIS DUTAMAS, NO. 1 JALAN DUTAMAS 1, 50480 KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA
Tel: +6 03 6209 8228|Fax: + 6 03 6209 8221 / 8331 / 8381 | zrp@zulrafique.com.my | www.zulrafique.com.my

D3-3-8, SOLARIS DUTAMAS, NO. 1 JALAN DUTAMAS 1, 50480 KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA
TEL: +6 03 6209 8228   FAX: + 6 03 6209 8221 / 8331 / 8381

EMAIL: zrp@zulrafique.com.my WEBSITE: www.zulrafique.com.my
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The firm achieves perennial recognition as the leading Philippine law firm.  In 2010, 
the firm achieved a grand slam of sorts by garnering the top Philippine legal awards 
at the IFLR Asia Awards, the Chambers Asia Awards for Excellence, and the ALB 
Southeast Asia Law Awards. 

The firm’s practice is diversified, as reflected in its seven principal departments: banking, finance 
and securities; corporate services; intellectual property; labor and employment; litigation; special 
projects; and tax. Within this structure, several of the firm’s lawyers are involved in additional 
fields of specialization, such as immigration, shipping and maritime law.  Four of the firm’s 
partners have been admitted to the New York Bar.

The firm has a wide and varied international law practice in the Philippines. The firm was 
directly involved in the first build-operate-and-transfer projects in the Philippines and maintains 
a strong practice in public-private partnerships involving energy, infrastructure and natural 
resources.  It maintains links with established and leading firms in major cities in Asia, Europe, 
Canada, the United States, Central and South America, Australia and New Zealand.  The firm is 
also a member of the Pacific Rim Advisory Council, Multinational Association of Independent 
Law Firms, World Law Group, World Services Group, and The Interlex Group.

The managing partner of SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan is Rafael A Morales, who is 
responsible for the day-to-day operations of the firm. The general policies of the firm and other 
matters not requiring partnership action are left to an executive committee.

The firm’s lawyers are assisted by full-time non-legal professionals, including certified public 
accountants, chemists and patent agents, and other paralegals. The firm maintains a full 
complement of library, accounting, docket, records and other administrative personnel.

SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan is a globally-oriented, full service firm.  
It is the largest law firm in the Philippines, with its principal office in Makati 
City, the financial and business center of Metropolitan Manila, and branch 
offices in Cebu, Davao and the Subic Bay Freeport. Although the firm’s practice 
centers on commercial activities, it has, since its founding in 1945, offered a broad 
and integrated range of legal services that cover such areas as family relations, 
constitutional issues and other matters of law unrelated to business.

MAKATI  |  CEBU  |  DAVAO  |  SUBIC

SyCipLaw Center, 105 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City, 1226 Philippines 
Tel : +632.982.3500; 982.3600; 982.3700 | Fax: +632.817.3145; 817.3896; 818.7562 

Email: sshg@syciplaw.com | Website: www.syciplaw.com
Contact: Rafael A. Morales | Email: ramorales@syciplaw.com

www.syciplaw.com

PHILIPPINE DEAL FIRM 
OF THE YEAR
Asia Legal Awards 2010

PHILIPPINE LAW FIRM 
OF THE YEAR
Chambers Asia Awards 
for Excellence 2010

NATIONAL LAW FIRM 
OF THE YEAR
International Financial Law 
Review Asia Awards 2010

PHILIPPINE LAW FIRM 
OF THE YEAR
Who’s Who Legal Awards 2010
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Rodyk’s Real Estate Practice Group o� ers a comprehensive range of 
real property related services. Our team of dedicated practitioners is 
among the largest and most experienced in Singapore. � e practice 
acts in a diverse range of property transactions and has distinguished 
itself in high value, complex and innovative transactions. 

Our extensive portfolio includes some of the largest, and most 
complicated, of such projects. We acted for OUE in its S$870.5 million 
purchase of DBS Tower One and Two from a Goldman Sachs real 
estate fund, the largest commercial property deal in Singapore so 
far in 2010 and possibly since 2008. We also acted in the sale Katong 
Mall (S$247 million) and the purchase of One Marina House (S$148 
million) and One Finlayson Green (S$145 million). 

We acted for the developer of Marina Bay Residences, which was 
the largest development in the downtown Marina Bay Financial 
District and was part of the fi rst phase of a S$2 billion investment, 
and subsequently acted for the sale of units in the second phrase. 

Rodyk is widely acknowledged as the market leader in collective 
sale projects, including advising in the fi nancing of such projects. 
We acted for the owners of Farrer Court in the sale of the 618-unit 
residential development for a record S$1.3 billion. Today this remains 
Singapore’s largest collective sale transaction. 

Our team off ers comprehensive advice relating to legal, planning 
and regulatory issues in mixed development, residential, executive 
condominium, commercial and industrial projects. We have extensive 
experience representing leading developers, banks, fi nancial 
institutions, investors (including local and foreign funds), purchasers, 
statutory boards and property consultants.

Rodyk’s Real Estate Practices Collective Sales; Conveyancing (Private 
Banking); Corporate Real Estate & REITS; Leases (Commercial & 
Industrial); Leases (Long Term & Custom Built); Planning & Land 
Use; Project Development & Sales; and Real Estate Finance.

Accolades
“…Rodyk & Davidson’s strength is its resources of lawyers and commercial 
approach towards solving legal matt ers... Its property lawyers are well-
versed with the nuances of land and building transactions and have a 
capable team of young and senior lawyers.” 
– Asialaw Profi les, 2011

“Rodyk & Davidson LLP’s ‘competent, responsive’ practice represents developers 
and landowners in collective sale agreements...” 
– Asia Pacifi c Legal 500, 2010/2011

“Clients praise the team’s great understanding of everything to do with real 
estate, which makes it extremely enjoyable and edifying to work with.” 
– Chambers Asia, 2009

Rodyk & Davidson LLP, established 1861, enjoys the distinction of 
being Singapore’s fi rst and oldest law practice and will celebrate its 
150th year as one of Singapore’s largest full service law fi rms in 2011. 
Rodyk’s team of about 160 lawyers serves clients in the practice areas 
of corporate, fi nance, litigation & arbitration, real estate, intellectual 
property and technology. Rodyk is headquartered in Singapore with 
an offi  ce in Shanghai and an associate offi  ce in Jakarta.

Rodyk & Davidson LLP

Mr. Norman HO – Partner
+65 6885 3663
norman.ho@rodyk.com
www.rodyk.com

“In today’s climate, the key legal issues in the 
shipbuilding industry appear to be on time 
delivery without cost escalations.”

- Haridass Ajaib

Haridass Ho & Partners is a specialised admiralty and shipping fi rm which 
has a team of very experienced lawyers who are both litigators and advisers 
in highly complex shipping matt ers. No other fi rm in Singapore has a 
comparable team with the experience and ability of this fi rm.

The team comprises Haridass Ajaib who has more than 34 years of 
practise as a maritime lawyer.  The core team comprises Thomas Tan, 
Augustine Liew, V. Hariharan, Sharmini Yogarajah, R. Srivathsan, and 
is supported by junior partners and associates, most of whom have 
been with the fi rm throughout their legal practice.

In Singapore alternative dispute resolution in particular shipping 
arbitration is increasing its footprint in the workload of admiralty 
lawyers and we are benefi ting from the growth in this area of work.  
The volatility in ship values during the economic downturn and the 
delays in vessel construction by smaller Chinese shipyards had given 
rise to several arbitrations. We believe more and more disputes will 
be resolved by arbitration.  The fi rm is poised to benefi t.    

The ship sale and shipping fi nance areas of business are also 
turning around and as a fi rm we see more of such activities.  

In today’s climate, the key legal issues in the shipbuilding industry 
appear to be on time delivery without cost escalations.  There 
appears to be a beginning of a new cycle for the oil and gas industry 
and inquiries and orders for construction of jack-ups and semi 
submersible rigs as well as upgrading and repairs of such equipment 
are on the cards.  The Brazilian demands for such equipment and 
conversion projects are beginning to keep local yards busy.

The global economic downturn is now practically over for 
Asian businesses and there is confi dence in the market with new 
investments and ventures.  All these activities lead to new and 
interesting work for the fi rm.

We at Haridass Ho & Partners are ready for these growth areas and 
believe that our clients will benefi t from our expertise and experience 
in admiralty and shipping work. 

SINGAPORE – 
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Haridass Ho & Partners
Haridass Ajaib - Partner
Tel [Gen.]:  +(65) 6533 2323
Tel:  +(65) 62301160 (DID)
Fax:  +(65) 6533 7029
haridass@hhp.com.sg
www.hhp.com.sg

Haridass Ho & Partners

“� e ship sale and shipping 
� nance areas of business are also 
turning around and as a � rm we 
see more of such activities.” 
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� e Turkish Stock Exchange is a good opportunity for foreign inves-

tors to invest in Turkish companies and plays a fairly important role 

in attracting foreign investment when you consider 70% of the invest-

ment in the Istanbul Stock Exchange comes from foreign funds.

The Istanbul Stock Exchange is considerably smaller and thus less 
liquid than more developed securities markets such as those in the 
United States or the United Kingdom. It is also a highly volatile mar-
ket. On the other hand, the accounting, fi nancial and other disclosure 
standards applicable to public companies in Turkey are less extensive 
than those in the United States, the United Kingdom or other jurisdic-
tions with major capital markets, and the level of publicly available 
information, responsibilities of board members and rights of securities 
holders in Turkey may be diff erent in certain material respects from 
what is customary in jurisdictions with major capital markets.

Turkish capital markets responded very negatively to the global economic 
downturn. During late 2008 and early 2009, deals involving acquisitions and 
public off erings had signifi cantly slowed down, which had the eff ect of shrink-
ing the number of projects for law fi rms engaging in M&A transactions.

Nevertheless, it is fair to state that the capital markets are picking up gradu-
ally in Turkey. The Turkish Capital Markets Board very recently initiated a 
public off ering campaign to encourage Turkish SMEs to go public. Thanks to 
such campaign, we have already seen the Akfen, Aksa and Anel Elektrik IPOs 
in the second quarter and are expecting more in the fi rst quarter of 2011. We 
are well aware that there are a good number of IPO deals on the pipeline in 
which we either represent the issuer or the underwriter(s).

What distinguishes Pekin & Bayar’s capital markets practice from other 
Turkish law fi rms is mainly the composition of Pekin & Bayar’s securities 
team of well experienced and dedicated individuals that have been advising 
international and domestic clients for many years in groundbreaking deals, 
including Turkey’s largest global IPOs and sophisticated tender off ers that 
have shaped the Turkish capital markets. 

First class capital markets practice of Pekin & Bayar, which even remained 
active despite the poor market conditions, has always been renowned for its 
creative legal solutions that have helped introduce and adopt complex capital 
markets instruments into the Turkish market.

The main strength of Pekin & Bayar’s capital markets team is its immense 
experience and knowledge in capital markets transactions. Led by Selin Bayar, 
who is among the highly rated and respected individuals of the Turkish securi-
ties market, Pekin & Bayar’s capital markets team has advised the World’s larg-
est investment banks and Turkish issuers for the last three decades in global 
IPOs of such issuers, as well as tender off ers, either voluntary or mandatory. 
Even the most junior member of the team has been involved in more than 10 
public off erings, representing either the underwriter(s) or the issuer. 

Pekin & Bayar Law Firm

Selin Bayar - Partner
Tel: +90 (212) 359 57 00
Fax: +90 (212) 359 57 57
s.bayar@pekin.com.tr
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are well aware that there are a good number of IPO deals on the pipeline in 
which we either represent the issuer or the underwriter(s).

Turkish law fi rms is mainly the composition of Pekin & Bayar’s securities 
team of well experienced and dedicated individuals that have been advising 

TURKEY – 
CAPITAL MARKETS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR
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YKVN, established in early 1999, is a leading Vietnamese law 
firm with a national and international practice.  YKVN offices 
are located in the financial centers of Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh 
City with the total number of more than fifty lawyers working in 
these offices.  YKVN is a full service Vietnamese law firm with a 
diversified national and international practice.  All the founders 
of YKVN were trained by White & Case LLP, a New York-based 
international law firm.  

YKVN is internationally recognized as a leading law fi rm in Viet-
nam and has received international awards during the last 6 years: 
“National Law Firm of the Year” for 2004, 2005, 2009 and 2010 by 
the International Financial Law Review (IFLR); “National Deal Firm 
of the Year” and “Asset & Corporate Finance Deal of the Year” for 

2005 by Asian Legal Business (ALB); “Asean Deal of the Year” for 2006, 2007 
and 2008 by Asian Counsel; “Debt and Equity-linked Deal of the Year” for 
2010 by International Financial Law Review (IFLR).

The YKVN project fi nance team is highly regarded in the Vietnamese mar-
ketplace, having served as counsel in connection with some of the largest proj-
ect fi nance transactions to close in recent years in a range of sectors including 
electricity, power, cement, petroleum and mining.  YKVN has detailed, hands-
on experience with the allocation of various project risks among contractors in 
limited recourse project fi nancings, we understand the impact that these risk 
allocations have on fi nancing, and we are skilled at ensuring that project risks 
have been properly distributed, allocated and addressed in the underlying 
commercial contracts. We have served as advisor to entities with a variety of 
roles in the development and fi nancing of power and infrastructure projects in 
Vietnam including acting as advisor to the Ministry of Industry & Trade and 
acting as lead counsel to sponsors and lenders on a large number of power and 
infrastructure projects in Vietnam.  

We have a proven track record representing sponsors and lenders in bring-
ing Vietnamese projects successfully to fi nancial close. As a result of our 
success, we have over time developed good long-term working relationships 
with the ministries and entities that are important in infrastructure projects in 
Vietnam, such as the Ministry of Industry and Trade, the Ministry of Finance, 
the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Planning and Investment, Electricity of 
Vietnam and Vinacomin.  For instance, we (together with Latham & Watkins 
and the International Finance Corporation) advised the Ministry of Industry 
& Trade on the development of a standard framework for BOT power projects 
in Vietnam, which included advising the government on the implementation 
of practices and documentation in its selection of investors, negotiation of key 
project documents, such as power purchase agreements, and, more generally, 
in reaching fi nancial close.  The proposed template is being applied by the 
government for the fi rst time in the Nghi Son II Thermal Power Project and 
the project documents and practices developed in this project will be used as 
benchmark for future BOT power projects in Vietnam;

2005 by Asian Legal Business (ALB); “Asean Deal of the Year” for 2006, 2007 2005 by Asian Legal Business (ALB); “Asean Deal of the Year” for 2006, 2007 
and 2008 by Asian Counsel; “Debt and Equity-linked Deal of the Year” for and 2008 by Asian Counsel; “Debt and Equity-linked Deal of the Year” for 

Cerrahoglu Law Firm was founded by Prof. Dr. M. Fadlullah Cer-
rahoglu in 1966. � e Firm works with a legal sta�  of 26 full time 
lawyers. � e Firm has an o�  ce in Ankara. � e languages spoken 
are Turkish, English, French and German. 

The Firm is one of the oldest established law fi rms in Turkey serving 
both Turkish and multinational clients in commercial and corporate 
law. It is distinguished in the Turkish market with its unmatchable 
experience and know-how. The Corporate Team led by Partners and 
Principals, who have been in this business together for a long time, 
handles the most sophisticated ground breaking deals in the country. 

The Firm also has strong Competition Law, Litigation, Arbitration, 
Labor Law and Tax Departments.

A major part of the work handled by the Corporate Department 
consists of M&As of both public and private companies in Turkey. 
The Corporate Department is also very experienced with initial and 
secondary public off erings. The Corporate Department has wide 
experience in privatization of State owned companies as well. Fur-
thermore, the Corporate Department has been active in the energy 
sector and is also specialized in internal corporate investigations. 
The Corporate Department also has extensive experience in real 

estate projects including due diligence works, land registry transactions, draft -
ing of real estate related agreements, management plans and management 
agreements and lease agreements and giving consultancy services in relation 
to such agreements. 

In recognition of its accomplishments, the Firm has received the following 
acknowledgments:
• ACQ: “Corporate Law Firm of the Year 2010 - Turkey” and the “Most Trusted Law Firm 
of the Year 2010 – Turkey” by ACQ. 
• World Finance Magazine: “Best Corporate and Commercial Law Team Turkey 2011” 
• International Who is Who of M&A Lawyers: Prof. Dr. Cerrahoglu listed as “One of 
the Leading M&A Lawyers 2011”. 
• International Who is Who of Franchise Lawyers: Prof. Dr. Cerrahoglu listed as 
“One of the Leading Franchise Lawyers 2011”. 
• World Finance Magazine: “2009 Best Corporate and M&A Team, Turkey”.
• “International Legal Alliance Distinguished Law Firm in Turkey Silver Award” for 
2008-2009 and 2010. 
• “EMEA (Europe- Middle East- Africa) Finance Achievement Awards 2008 / Best Priva-
tization in CEE- Turk Telekom - Legal Advisor” award for the IPO of Turk Telekom.
• “Acquisitions Monthly 2006 Award” in the category of “Emerging Market Deal of the 
Year” for the privatization of 55% shares of Turk Telekom through block sale. 

Prof. Dr. M. Fadlullah Cerrahoglu – Managing Partner
Barbaros Bulvari Morbasan Sok. No: 11
Cerrahoglu Binasi, Balmumcu, Besiktas,
34349 Istanbul, Turkey
Tel: +90-212 355 3000 
Fax: +90-212 266 3900 
cerrahoglu@cerrahoglu.av.tr 
www.cerrahoglu.av.tr  

Cerrahoglu Law Firm Cerrahoglu Law Firm Cerrahoglu Law Firm 

TURKEY – CORPORATE LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 

YKVN

Tel: + (84-8) 3822 3155
Fax: + (84-8) 3823 6902
eli.mazur@ykvn-law.com
www.ykvn-law.com 

Vietnam including acting as advisor to the Ministry of Industry & Trade and Vietnam including acting as advisor to the Ministry of Industry & Trade and 
acting as lead counsel to sponsors and lenders on a large number of power and acting as lead counsel to sponsors and lenders on a large number of power and 
infrastructure projects in Vietnam.  infrastructure projects in Vietnam.  

ing Vietnamese projects successfully to fi nancial close. As a result of our ing Vietnamese projects successfully to fi nancial close. As a result of our 

VIETNAM – PROJECT FINANCE LAW FIRM 
OF THE YEAR
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A
43 Adepetun Caxton-Martins Agbor & Segun 

30 Alexiou & Kosmopoulos Law Firm

28 Anagnostopoulos

28 Apostolos Georgiades & Associates 

16 Arochi, Marroquin & Lindner 

B
31 Babbe

31 Ban, S. Szabo & Partners 

26 Baum Financial Services Law Team 

40 BCCC Attorneys-at-law 

12 Bitelli Advogados 

47 Blake Dawson

07 Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP

34 Bull & Co Advokat� rma

15 Bustamante & Bustamante

C
56 Cerrahoglu Law Firm 

49 Chambers of Mr V. Subramanian 

37 CMS Albinana & Suarez de Lezo 

D
35 D&B David si Baias 

45 D M Kisch Inc 

08 Davis LLP 

39 DLA Nordic 

19 Dugardyn & Partners 

E
14 Estudio Juridico Otero 

F
14 Facio Abogados 

05 Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP 

12 Felsberg & Associados 

44 Foundation Chambers 

38 Frank Advokatbyra 

H
54 Haridass Ho & Partners

25 Harte-Bavendamn Rechtsanwalte 

16 Heather & Heather 

20 Horten

40 Houtho�  Buruma 

J
48 Johnson Winter & Slattery 

K
41 Kemp Little LLP 

29 Kremalis Law Firm 

L
06 Lazarus Charbonneau 

23 Lefevre Pelletier & Associes 

43 Levy, Meidan & Co 

17 Lopez Velarde, Heftye y Soria 

M
48 M. T. Miskita & Co 

49 Makes & Partners 

57 Mayer Brown JSM 

17 Morgan & Morgan 

11 Motta, Fernandes-Rocha Advogados 

N
36 Nestor Nestor Diculescu Kingston Peterson 

27 Noerr

44 Nortons Inc 

P
15 Palacios & Asociados 

29 Papavasiliou D. & Associates 

55 Pekin & Bayar Law Firm 

13 Pellon & Associados 

34 Prof. Marek Wierzbowski & Partners 
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R
19 Randl Partners 

24 Raue LLP 

53 Rodyk & Davidson LLP 

S
37 Sagardoy Abogados 

38 Schiller Abogados 

21 SCP Boivin & Associes 

22 SCP Duclos, � orne, Mollet-Vieville & Associes 

50 Shearn Delamore & Co 

55 Shin & Kim 

13 Souza, Cescon, Barrieu & Flesch Advogados 

35 SRS Advogados 

53 Stamford Law Corporation 

32 Studio Legale Pierallini & Associati 

52 SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan 

T
45 Taback & Associates 

33 Tri� o & Partners 

V
39 Vischer

W
20 Widman & Co 

X
10 Xavier, Bernardes, Braganca 

Y
56 YKVN Lawyers 

Z
51 Zul Ra� que & Partners 
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