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Complex Business and Energy Litigation Throughout the U.S.

Pierce & O'Neill
is Honored to be Chosen as the
Energy & Natural Resources
Law Firm of the Year in Texas.
Pierce & O’Neill is a Houston-based civil litigation firm
concentrating on the trial and appeal of complex business and
energy litigation cases. We are regularly retained by Fortune 500
companies to handle their most significant matters in Texas and
throughout the United States. Our clients consist of major
corporations, including sophisticated energy companies, private
corporations and local businesses.
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Whether in a state or federal courtroom or through the
arbitration/mediation process, the attorneys at Pierce & O’Neill bring
with them the extensive experience, knowledge, resources and
sophistication required to prosecute or defend civil disputes,
regardless of their size or complexity, earning them a reputation for
excellence among their clients and peers.
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Pierce & O’Neill is a “boutique” with a single focus—the devoted
representation of clients in significant litigation. The firm is widely
regarded by clients and peers alike as a “Go-To Law Firm” for high
stakes, complex business and energy litigation. There are major
differences between litigators who engage primarily in motion
practice and those who try cases. We are a firm of trial lawyers.

» Complex Commercial Litigation
» Energy & Natural Resources Litigation
» Trade Secret & Non-Compete Litigation

» Appellate Litigation
» Environmental & Toxic Tort Litigation
» Alternative Dispute Resolution

     

pierce & o’neill, llp
4203 montrose boulevard
houston, tx 77006
(713) 634-3600
www.pierceoneill.com
info@pierceoneill.com
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AFRICA & THE MIDDLE EAST
AWARD WINNERS

In order to select our international winners, we undertook research in all practice
areas, creating a shortlist of ﬁrms that are deemed experts within their chosen
specialisms.

18 THE AMERICAS AWARD WINNERS
45 ASIA & OCEANIA AWARD WINNERS

During an initial recommendation stage, we received responses from business
directors, in-house counsel, independent ﬁrms, high net-worth individuals, bar
associations, visitors to the GLE website, and LinkedIn users.

62 EUROPE AWARD WINNERS

These recommendations were combined with our independent research to create
the ﬁnished shortlist for each country and practice area.
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The shortlisted ﬁrms were then judged on client testimonials, case studies, legal
ranking and published material, as well as the performance and standing of the
teams’ individual attorneys.
We have broken down the winners by region, country and practice area. Many of
the ﬁrms selected can offer a multitude of services to clients and have provided a
ﬁrm summary to this effect; meanwhile, some have chosen to proﬁle their expertise
concerning their winning category – providing details of their case work and some
up-to-date industry commentary.
Congratulations to each of the recipients of the GLE International Awards 2013.

Editor:
John Martin
awards-editor@globallawexperts.com
www.globallawexperts.com
Reprints & Permissions:
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any manner or by any means
without the prior permission of the publisher.
Disclaimer:
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the
contents, the publisher cannot accept responsibility for
errors and claims made by third parties.
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The North African region has been host to some signiﬁcant developments in recent years. Massive anti-government demon-

strations and revolution-like protests dominated international headlines as some elements of the region’s populations voiced
their feelings of no-conﬁdence against their respective governments in countries such as Egypt and Tunisia. All in all, Africa
and the Middle East are highly varied regions, home to countries at both extremes of the wealth spectrum.

As the disruption from the aforementioned events still settles, North Africa faces a new challenge of ﬁnding jobs for the 9.8 million young
people entering the labour market between now and 2020.
According to the OECD, growth in the 10 years preceding the Arab Spring did not make it possible for North African countries to create
enough jobs for the young. The regional unemployment rate among the 15 to 24-year-old age group is, on average, 23%, which is three to
four times higher than that of adults.
However, the rate is 41% if the discouraged are included: that is, those young inactive people in a position to work, but not looking for
employment – and so are not included in the ofﬁcial statistics. Over the last decade, Morocco and Algeria have achieved a rate of job
creation higher than the rate of growth of the active population, but the young have beneﬁted least. In other countries in the region,
economic growth has not been sufﬁcient to create jobs at a rate matching population growth.
The arrival of young people on the labour market represents an opportunity, but it could also be a factor of instability if their aspirations are
not taken into account.
Mthuli Ncube, chief economist at the African Development Bank, noted: “Taking into account present trends, the education of young people
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in terms of numbers of years of school and college is progressing faster than population growth in North Africa. This represents a unique opportunity for the economic and social development of the region, on condition that advantage is taken of this talent, this reservoir of human
capital in full growth, and it is directed towards the productive sectors of the economy.”
The OECD believes that although the supply of graduates has increased rapidly, economies remain focused on sectors of activity that are
incapable of providing jobs that correspond to their level of studies, such as clothing and textiles or the mechanical industry. Further still,
unless strategies are adopted for an inclusive growth which creates greater numbers of jobs for the well qualiﬁed, these countries run the
risk of seeing their stability threatened by those who have been left behind or rejected, as was the case in 2011 in several North African
countries.
The Middle East is best known for producing and exporting oil, which has a signiﬁcant impact on the entire region, both through the wealth
that it generates and through the movement of labour. However, many countries in the region, such as Bahrain, are seeking to produce
income streams geared away from oil in an effort to diversify their economies. In particular, Bahrain and other states are looking to strengthen their ﬁnancial industries. Besides oil, other industries that contribute to the Middle East’s economy include agriculture, cotton, livestock,
textiles, metals and defence equipment.
Both Africa and the Middle East are emerging from recession, with economic growth boosted by demand for exports, increased public
spending, greater availability of cross-border credit, as well as improvements in commodity and oil prices and global trade.
South Africa’s former economic policy was ﬁscally conservative, focusing on controlling inﬂation and attaining a budget surplus. The current
government largely follows the same prudent policies – but must contend with the impact of the global crisis, and is facing growing pressure
from special interest groups to use state-owned enterprises to deliver basic services to low-income areas, and to increase job growth.
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12 Nigeria

Client Choice - Litigation Law Firm of the Year / AKINWUNMI & BUSARI

12 Nigeria

Industry Choice - Corporate Law Firm of the Year / AKINWUNMI & BUSARI

13 Nigeria

Editor’s Choice - Energy Law Firm of the Year / Uche Nwokedi & Co.

14 Nigeria

Editor’s Choice - Entertainment Law Firm of the Year / Law Allianz Attorneys

14 Nigeria

Industry Choice - Litigation Law Firm of the Year / Yusuf Ali & Co.

15 South Africa

Client Choice - Private Equity Law Firm of the Year / Bernadt Vukic Potash & Getz Attorneys

15 South Africa

Personal Injury Law Firm of the Year / Mothle Jooma Sabdia Inc.

16 UAE

Editor’s Choice - Construction Law Firm of the Year / The Legal Group (TLG)

16 Uganda

Client Choice - Tax Law Firm of the Year / Birungyi, Barata and Associates

17 Yemen

Editor’s Choice - Oil & Gas Law Firm of the Year / Sahra Petroleum Consulting
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Editor’s Choice - Business Law Firm of the Year in Equatorial Guinea
Centurion Law Firm
NJ Ayuk
Partner
Tel: +240-222-781-613
nj.ayuk@centurionlawﬁrm.com
www.centurionlawﬁrm.com

Centurion Law Firm is the largest law ﬁrm in Equatorial Guinea that assists oil
and gas, construction, transportation, ﬁnancial services clients, as well as governments and foreign investors to design and comply with the nation’s business
laws. It also provides transaction, project development support, government
relations and representation in litigation and administrative proceedings.
The ﬁrm combines both local and international professionals, which ensures that
its clients receive the beneﬁt of in-depth local knowledge, as well as international
best practices. As a whole, the ﬁrm has extensive experience in different sectors
and has advised Equatorial Guinean and international clients on various areas of
law, including the following: corporate law; energy and projects; tax law; mergers
and acquisitions; banking and ﬁnance; real estate law; sports and entertainment
law; Foreign Corruption Practice Act; anti-money laundering and regulatory
compliance; as well as other areas of practice and business.
The lawyers at Centurion Law Firm have been involved in some of the largest
transactions affecting businesses, and provide advice and daily counsel to small
and medium size businesses. The ﬁrm’s practice encompasses the area of general corporate and commercial law. Its lawyers are highly skilled in speciﬁc areas
such as acquisitions and divestitures, taxation, and regulatory compliance.
The diverse skills of the members of the Corporate and Commercial Group
allow the ﬁrm to provide a complete range of business law services. One of its
most recent transactions involved advising a US utility in the structuring of a two
billion dollar stranded cost bond ﬁnancing, including legislative, lobbying, and
structured ﬁnance transactional matters, in a particular African country.
The group has also successfully represented a leading service company on
the local tax implications of their merger and acquisition. In addition, the ﬁrm

provided the local company with a thorough due diligence investigation, assisted
with contract negotiation and closing of acquisition of an oilﬁeld service company. Further, it has advised one of the world’s largest multinational food suppliers
in connection with trademarks and intellectual property issues in Africa (OAPI).
The Corporate and Commercial Group familiarises international corporate clients with corporate and civil law matters in Equatorial Guinea. More speciﬁcally,
the ﬁrm provides information regarding real estate, foreign investment, acquiring
property rights, leasing properties, and joint investment agreements in Malabo,
Bata, and other regions. It is currently involved in numerous transactions involving the transfer of securities and company restructuring.
NJ Ayuk is the managing partner of Centurion Law Firm’s Malabo ofﬁce. His
experience includes advising major companies on investment strategies, the
establishment of joint ventures and cooperation structures, privatisation, licensing and related tax, Ohada, Equatorial Guinean law, oil and gas, local content,
litigation, negotiation, governance, and other matters. He also frequently advises
international oil companies, governments, oil service companies, ﬁnancial
institutions, development banks, and construction ﬁrms in Equatorial Guinea and
Sub Saharan Africa.
Mr Ayuk is particularly active in the structuring, negotiation, and implementation of petroleum, mining, LNG, and other natural resource projects in Equatorial
Guinea, Ghana, Chad, South Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, Mozambique, Angola,
Congo and other Sub-Saharan countries. His experience has included advising
and overseeing production sharing contracts, joint operating agreements, service agreements, concessions, oil-ﬁeld service and drilling contracts, licensing
and pipeline, and marine transportation issues, including the sale and transportation of LNG.

International Trade Law Firm of the Year in Jordan
Zalloum & Laswi Law Firm
Azzam Zalloum
Managing Partner
Tel: +962 (6) 5654393
info@zllawﬁrm.com
www.zllawﬁrm.com

Our ﬁrm prides itself on its dedication to its clients, and the hard work it

them the ability to draft and review documents in English and Arabic

a boutique civil and corporate law ﬁrm, each one of our clients receives

whether in English or Arabic, is of top-notch quality, and that requires

stakes litigation or routine transactional matters for the client. The ﬁrm

roster of lawyers includes native and near-native English speakers,

reduce the risk of costly litigation for its clients down the road.

licensed in the United States, and/or have worked for British and

While we take on various types of clients, our typical client is a mid-sized

matters in both English and Arabic has helped our ﬁrm stand out

puts into ensuring that even the smallest details are treated with care. As

efﬁciently. We strive to ensure that any work we do for our clients,

signiﬁcant attention from our partners, whether we are handling high

having attorneys at the ﬁrm that can deliver in either language. Our

understands that paying attention to details from the outset can help

including attorneys who have been trained in common law jurisdictions,

to large Jordanian corporation or foreign corporation that requires
representation in Jordan. Our clients choose to work with us in particular
because of our vast experience in commercial litigation and transactional
work. The litigation team is headed by Azzam Zalloum, who brings with
him over 20 years of experience as a litigator in Jordan, and has
developed a reputation as an exceptional commercial litigator. The
transactional team is headed by Rasha Laswi, who has been legal
advisor to Orange Telecom and Jordan Dubai Capital, and participated
in the IPO for Hikma Pharmaceuticals on the London Stock Exchange.
The experience that these Partners bring is matched by the energy that
they and their Associates deliver to each case or transaction.
Beyond experience, energy, and diligence, our attorneys bring with

American businesses. The ability of our ﬁrm to handle transactional
among other Jordanian law ﬁrms.
Although the ﬁrm is committed to remaining a boutique dedicated
to ensuring that each of our clients receives individualized attention
from our attorneys, we intend to carefully and prudently expand our ﬁrm
to better serve our clientele. The ﬁrm is in the process of hiring both
experienced and junior attorneys to aid in our core areas of competency, namely commercial and corporate litigation and transactional work.
Moreover, due to the demand for debt collection services that we
have seen from our clients, the ﬁrm is opening a new debt collection
department to help our domestic and international clients collect debts
in Jordan. While we are proud of the work we have done for our clients,
we will continue to strive to better meet their needs.

08 GLE International Awards 2013

Pages 02-17.indd 8

26/11/2013 19:55

IT & Communications Law Firm of the Year in Jordan
Beiruti Attorneys & Counselors At Law
Mohammad Beiruti
Partner
Tel: +962 6 5862367/8
info@beirutilaw.com
www.beirutilaw.com

BEIRUTI ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW is one of the leading
law ﬁrms in Jordan, founded in 1962. The Firm provides a full range of
business legal services and litigation, and conducts a national and international general legal practice.
The Firm offers comprehensive and integrated legal advice and assistance to local and international clients, ensuring responsible and
efﬁcient services based on a full understanding of clients’ needs and a
clear view of the best approach.
Throughout the ﬁrm’s ﬁfty-two year history, Beiruti Attorneys and
Counselors at Law has grown progressively by attracting and retaining high caliber professionals. The Firm has been distinguished by its
commitment, experience, efﬁciency, communication and partnership with
its clients.
Our professional team embraces highly qualiﬁed and experienced
lawyers. Lawyers of Beiruti Attorneys & Counselors At Law have submitted a number of expert opinions on Jordanian Law to courts in the USA,
UK, and Hong Kong.
The Firm has a very well-established reputation and solid base of
clientele embracing local and international ﬁrms.
IT & COMMUNICATIONS EXPERIENCE
Beiruti Attorneys & Counselors at Law provides advice and assistance
on all matters concerning business and regulation in the ICT sector.

We offer strategic legal counsel to keep our clients ahead of the
competition in today’s rapid technology and communications development. Our Firm monitors the regulatory evolution in order to provide
proper and up to date guidance and advice to our clients on all regulatory affairs.
Our team possesses an in-depth understanding of the IT & Telecommunications environment and has developed an extensive knowledge of
legal and regulatory issues affecting a wide variety of stakeholders in the
ICT sector, including ﬁxed and mobile operators, internet service providers, distributors, agents, resellers and information service providers.
We provide legal advice and counsel to one of the most highly regarded
integrated telecom operators in the Middle East and have served, and
continue to this day, as a corporate and regulatory legal counsel in
numerous transactions.
Beiruti Attorneys & Counselors at Law has an extensive experience
and practice in drafting, reviewing and negotiating complex contracts
contemplating IT & telecom services, value added services and vendor
agreements – in addition to various legal and regulatory matters such
as responding to public consultations issued by the Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC) and the Ministry of Information and
Communications Technology. Moreover, the Firm deals in preparation
and ﬁling of anti competitive claims before the competent courts and
regulatory authorities, and in challenging decisions issued by regulatory
authorities before the High Court of Justice.

Editor’s Choice - Environment Law Firm of the Year in Kenya
PROF. ALBERT MUMMA & COMPANY ADVOCATES
Prof. Albert mumma
Partner
Tel: +254 722 378323
amumma@amadvocates.com
www.amadvocates.com

Prof. Albert Mumma & Company Advocates is a medium-sized Nairobi
based law ﬁrm with an excellent reputation in legal, professional and
consultancy circles. The ﬁrm is commended by its industry peers for the
high quality of its work, its integrity and its responsiveness to clients’ needs.
The law ﬁrm has a team of professional staff comprising ﬁve lawyers with
excellent academic credentials, and a good rapport with a broad range of
clients within the public sector, civil society and in the business community.
The ﬁrm specialises in areas of Commercial Litigation, Environmental Law,
Conveyancing and General Legal Practice among other ﬁelds of law.
Prof. Albert mumma, partner, noted: “The ﬁrm has been at the forefront
of some of the landmark legal reforms which have been undertaken in
Kenya in the last 10 years, in particular in the environmental and natural
resources management sector. These include the drafting of the Water
Act, 2002 and the Water Resources Management Rules 2007.”
In 2012, the ﬁrm was part of team engaged by KETRACO to carry out
an environmental and social impact assessment into the construction of a
high voltage transmission line for importing electricity from the proposed
GIBE III hydroelectric power project located in Ethiopia. In this matter, the
ﬁrm prepared the draft cooperative framework agreement between the two
countries; meanwhile, it handled some of the environmental legal issues
that arose during the project.
Prof. Mumma was part of the JICA Study team that prepared the
Solid Waste Management Master Plan for the City Council of Nairobi.

Subsequently, he developed draft by-laws on Solid Waste Management
for the City Council of Nairobi, which incorporated mechanisms for private
sector participation in solid waste management in the city of Nairobi. He
has prepared – for the city council of Nairobi – a draft of the policy for
public-private partnerships in solid waste management.
As a consultant, he has advised the United Nations Environment
Programme on the Compendium of Judicial Decisions in the Field of the
Environment, published between 1998 and 2000.
Prof. Mumma added: “Prof. Albert Mumma & Company Advocates
has set itself apart from its competitors through its unique approach
to client handling, as well as case management. We have in place a
comprehensive case management and client handling methodology
based on the integrity, team work and client focus as our guiding
principles and core values.
“Key legal issues we are currently focused on include the need
to streamline the legal and institutional framework governing the
environmental and natural resources sector, to align the legal and
institutional framework to the Constitution of Kenya 2010. These issues
require further development of the legal and institutional framework. Our
ﬁrm is currently involved in providing legal advice to a diverse range of
state corporations wishing to restructure their operations as required by
the Constitution of 2010.”
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International - Dispute Resolution Law Firm of the Year in Kenya
Waweru Gatonye & Co. Advocates
Tedd Moya
Partner
Tel: +254 20 2428452/3/4
tedd@wawerugatonye.co.ke
www.wawerugatonye.com

Waweru Gatonye & Co. Advocates
Advocates , Notaries Public & Commissioners for Oaths

Waweru Gatonye & Co. Advocates is a full service dispute resolution ﬁrm

and conveyancing and real estate transactions.

and commercial litigation, tax, judicial review, and constitutional cases. It

a dispute involving leading banks and hotels worth more than $155

sis on arbitration.

to unpaid taxes for sums of more than $45 million. He has also had the

Having established the ﬁrm in May, 1985, Charles Waweru Gatonye

President of Kenya as an assisting counsel to Commissions of Inquiry,

with a great reputation and experience in important ﬁelds including civil

has made an impression in alternative dispute resolution with an empha-

Some of the notable cases that he has handled in the past include
million. He is currently involved in a number of litigious tax briefs relating
singular honour of being severally appointed by His Excellency the

leads the litigation team with the assistance of Munyalo Nthuli and Ngaca Gacugia. Mary Imende heads the Commercial Department, together
with Tedd Moya who is astute in commercial litigation. While maintaining
a very good team of litigators, the ﬁve partners, associates and legal
assistants make a 14 lawyer team at the forefront of signiﬁcant legal
developments.
Tedd Moya, Waweru Gatonye & Co. partner, noted: “With more than
37 years of experience, the founder of the ﬁrm, Mr Charles Waweru
Gatonye, is widely regarded as a ‘high-class and outstanding lawyer’
who represents ‘big-ticket clients in litigation’. He has vast experience in
court work and has litigated at the highest levels in our country.”
Mr Gatonye practises in the following areas: commercial litigation and
arbitration; commercial law; constitutional and administrative law; public
procurement law; criminal law; legislative/regulatory review and drafting;

investigating the loss of billions of shillings of public funds.
Moreover, Mr Gatonye is a member of Law Society of Kenya, East
Africa Law Society, National Advocates’ Disciplinary Committee, International Commission of Jurists and International Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators. He was recognised by Chambers of Partners as one of the
top advocates in dispute resolution in Kenya in 2009, as “a highly experienced lawyer with over 30 years’ experience in Commercial Litigation”.
Mr Moya concluded: “We are client, rather than product, focused.
This commitment, combined with our in-depth knowledge and experience in each of their industries, allows us to deliver the highest level of
service. Our lawyers are multi-specialists, equipped to handle a broad
range of legal matters. We have an excellent track record in dispute
resolution and advise/represent private entities, parastatals, the national
and county governments as well as international organisations.”

Editor’s Choice - Private Equity Law Firm of the Year in Lebanon
Sami Nahas Law Firm
Tarek Nahas
Managing Partner
Tel: +961 1 364 990
tarek.nahas@nahaslaw.com.lb
www.nahaslaw.com.lb

Founded by its senior partner Sami Nahas and managed by Tarek Nahas, Sami
Nahas Law Firm was originally renowned for its expertise in litigation and premium corporate matters, and has evolved into a leading regional niche business
law ﬁrm that provides a full array of legal services in specialised areas of law.
Besides having a law practice history of 45 years in Lebanon, Sami Nahas Law
Firm has a strong understanding of the regional legal and business environment, and advises a diverse range of businesses and clients. From start-ups
to large scale local and regional groups, operating in the MENA region and
beyond, the ﬁrm advises a top quality client base and is continually involved in
the legal aspects of major projects and transactions. It also represent prominent
individuals and families of the Arab world.
Sami Nahas Law Firm is a member of LNI, a network of law ﬁrms present in
more than 60 jurisdictions around the world; meanwhile, the ﬁrm continues to
build and develop its network of associate law ﬁrms and strengthen its working
ties.
Its dedication to being responsive and creative is an essential key to its success, and remains the main foundation upon which it has built strong, trustful
and long-term relationships with clients.
The ﬁrm’s core objectives are to understand its clients’ businesses and to
meet their needs. Its lawyers believe that legal solutions are to be engineered
by combining their recognised expertise and efﬁciency with appropriate
creativity and innovation. They aim to minimise the obstacles clients may face,
while leveraging opportunities and providing innovative, comprehensive and
cost-efﬁcient solutions.

The ﬁrm’s values are built upon the ﬁrm’s commitment to provide legal services to clients with a high level of integrity and professionalism at all times.
During 2013, the ﬁrm has advised on a number of private equity deals and
acquisitions involving local and international investors in the digital media,
fashion, real estate and food and beverage industries.
Tarek Nahas - Career & Background
· Tarek Nahas is the managing partner of Sami Nahas Law Firm since 2004
· Before returning to Lebanon in 1994, Mr Nahas spent a few years at a reputed
law ﬁrm in Paris in the Banking and Capital Markets department. Mr Nahas has
also worked with a reputed law ﬁrm in Montreal, Canada, in the International
Business Law and Franchising Departments
· He acts as legal adviser to The Lebanese Company for the Development and
the Reconstruction of Beirut Central District SAL, SOLIDERE, Beirut
· He is also the general counsel to the Beirut Traders’ Association.
Tarek Nahas - Memberships
· Beirut Bar Association
· Lebanese Franchise Association
· Arbitral Court of the Arbitration Center of the Chamber of Commerce, Industry
and Agriculture of Beirut and Mount Lebanon (CCIA-BML)
· Sub-Committee for the Revision to the Code of Commerce at the Lebanese
Parliament · Joint Committee Private Sector - Lebanese Ministry of Finance
· Member of various committees at the Beirut Bar Association.
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Arbitration Law Firm of the Year in Morocco / Employment Law Firm of the Year in Morocco /
Environment Law Firm of the Year in Morocco / Mediation Law Firm of the Year in Morocco
NERO Boutique Law Firm
Me Nesrine Roudane
Managing Partner
nesrine.roudane@gmail.com
www.nerolaw.com

NERO Boutique Law Firm offers high value-added legal advice and

viewing publicity on a weekly basis for ad agencies or magazines, to

three specialty ﬁelds: Employment & Labour Law, Environmental Law

NERO Boutique Law Firm provides personalised service and sustained

services to private foreign investors and international corporations in

presenting an environmental impact assessment before local authorities,

and Advertising (Marketing) Law. It is also specialised in mediation and

assistance to ensure full compliance with Moroccan laws and regula-

commercial arbitration.

tions.

Founded in 2007 to serve a niche clientele that requires advice on highly

Roudane, on employment & labour issues, is sought from all over the

sensitive and liability laden issues and situations, NERO Boutique Law
Firm set itself apart rapidly to become the most visible Moroccan “small
ﬁrm” on an international level.
Whether it is dealing with the letting go of 200 employees, to re-

The expertise of the ﬁrm’s founder and managing partner, Nesrine
world and she is a regular contributor to international studies, surveys
and other assessment work on the Moroccan legal landscape – as
well as to various audits of the labour departments of large Moroccan
entities.

Business Law Firm of the Year in Nigeria
Alliance Law Firm
Head Ofﬁce:
Alliance House, 71 Ademola Street, South-west Ikoyi, Lagos, Nigeria
Tel: +234 1 9035352-5, 2704771-2, 4604090-2
Fax: +234 1 9035356
Email: info@alliancelf.com
Web: www.alliancelf.com
Contact Person: Uche Val Obi – Managing Partner

ALF is amongst the fastest growing integrated law ﬁrms in Nigeria and provides
a full range of specialized legal services to a highly diversiﬁed clientele including
top-tier corporate clients, Governmental and supranational entities.
ALF is strategically located in Lagos, Abuja and Port Harcourt. We have been
conferred with several industry-speciﬁc awards in recognition of our outstanding
performance. In 2008, the West African Direct Marketing conferred us with the
award of “The Finest Capital Market Legal Consulting Firm in Nigeria”. In 2012,
we were awarded “Business Law Firm of the year” by the Corporate International
Global Awards. We were also a recommended law ﬁrm in the 2013 edition of
IFLR 1000 and a tier-2 Firm in its current Energy ranking.
The Firm has also been recognized as one of Nigeria’s Most Integrity-Driven
Organizations by major tabloids including The Guardian and Thisday Newspapers.
ALF is structured into three key practice groups of: Infrastructure, Energy &
Natural Resources, Finance / Corporate Commercial, and Dispute Resolution
Groups. Our Transactional practice is fully complemented with a robust litigation
and ADR practice. Our main areas of specialization include: Project/Infrastructure Finance and Advisory Services, Power, Energy and Natural Resources, Capital Markets, M&A, Banking and Corporate Finance, Taxation, Dispute Resolution,
Telecoms, Real and Intellectual Properties.
Relevant transactions and experience:
ALF advised Nestoil on the $1.02 billion USD (NCTL) pipeline project executed
for SPDC; ALF advised Neconde Energy Limited on its $585 million USD acquisition of 45% participatory interest in OML 42 from SPDC, TOTAL and NAOC; a
$470 million USD senior ranking Reserved Base Lending (RBL) transaction involv-

Abuja Ofﬁce:
Suite 204 Willands Plaza (2nd Floor),
Plot 511 Herbert Marculay Way, Wuse Zone 4,
Abuja, FCT
Port Harcourt Ofﬁce:
Yemkem House (2nd Floor), 101 Ikwere Road, Port Harcourt, River State

ing a syndicate of international and Nigerian banking institutions; a $150 million
debt ﬁnance facility, and advising a London bank on a $90 million debt ﬁnance
facility. It recently advised on the acquisition and farm in of three OPLs and a marginal ﬁeld, the acquisition of 59 hectares of industrial site in Abuloma, Port-Harcourt, and is presently advising a consortium of European, Asian and Nigerian
entities bidding for 45% interest in ﬁve OMLs being offered by an IOC in Nigeria.
ALF is currently advising an E&P Company on its global IPO for raising over
$500 million USD and dual listing on London and Nigerian Stock Exchanges;
ALF is also currently advising on an ongoing $400 million USD 18-storey corporate tower construction project in Victoria Island Lagos as well as two EPCN
Pipeline Projects with a combined value of over $600 million USD. We are also
advising an EPCN contractor engaged by NNPC/NPDC for an approximately
$600 million USD re-entry project of a swamp-based oil block in the Niger Delta
area. We are also advising a London bank on a $90 million structured term loan,
and another UK bank on the restructuring of a substantial asset held in trust.
ALF is currently advising an indigenous energy group on its intra-group
corporate restructuring consisting of 15 different entities operational in diverse
sectors of the Nigerian economy; meanwhile, ALF is advising the Abia State
Government on the issuance of a N30 billion ($195 million USD) ﬁxed rate infrastructure bond.
In litigation and ADR, ALF successfully defended a class action against a
bank on a claim of N50 billion ($315 million USD) instituted by the several users
of Automated Teller Machines (ATM); and also defending another representative
action against an E&P operator involving a claim of $40 million USD. A partner
in the Firm was part of an arbitral tribunal that gave a unanimous award of $12
million in a reference involving a bank and an E&P company over an escrowed
fund.
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Client Choice - Litigation Law Firm of the Year in Nigeria
AKINWUNMI & BUSARI
TESLIM OLATUNDE BUSARI
PARTNER
Tel: +234 1 764 5657
tunde@akinwunmibusari.com; tndbusari@yahoo.co.uk
www.akinwunmibusari.com

Akinwunmi & Busari is a commercial law ﬁrm with a constantly increasing
clientele. The ﬁrm provides legal advisory services and proffers advice on
litigation and on all types of commercial transactions.
MR. OLATUNDE BUSARI is the Managing Partner in Akinwunmi & Busari,
Legal Practitioners and heads Akinwunmi & Busari’s Litigation and Dispute
Resolution team. He has practiced as a Solicitor and Advocate of the
Supreme Court of Nigeria for over 23 (twenty three) years. He has acted as
counsel, mediator and arbitrator in various proceedings involving disputes
in Oil and Gas, Energy, Maritime, Aviation, Telecommunications, Construction, Banking and Insurance, Corporate Finance and Project Finance. Mr
Busari is a Notary Public, CEDR Accredited Mediator, Chartered Arbitrator,
Fellow and approved tutor of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, United
Kingdom (Nigerian Branch).
Over the years, the ﬁrm has handled litigation relating to Commercial
transactions, Professional Negligence, Banking and Receivership, Life and
Personal Injury claims, Aviation, Maritime, Land cases, and Employment
matters. The ﬁrm recently successfully defended the interest of a multinational beverage company over a multi-billion Naira suit ﬁled by 52 (ﬁfty
two) ex-staff of the said company. Also, recently, the ﬁrm was able to avert
a claim of over 1 billion Naira being made by a textile conglomerate against
our Client.

The ﬁrm has acted for the Attorney General of the Federation in a
number of cases at the Supreme Court in Nigeria. One of such cases was
between a State Government and the Attorney General of the Federation,
where the Supreme Court determined whether the regulations, registrations,
classiﬁcation and grading of hotels, guest houses and other hospitality
and tourism related establishments are matters within the exclusive and
concurrent legislative list and outside the legislative power of the House of
Assembly of a State. We also recently successfully prosecuted an appeal
at the Supreme Court on behalf of the Honourable Attorney General of the
Federation involving the legitimacy of the methods employed in the recovery of various sums of money worth over $1,000,000,000.00 in different
jurisdictions, from the Estate and Representatives of a former President of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
In Akinwunmi & Busari, we recognize that each client’s needs vary and
that there is no template or pro-forma solution to clients’ varying needs,
hence a uniform and consistent high standard of personalized and innovative legal services are usually rendered to clients. Each client is seen as
unique and different therefore, our legal services are tailored to meet each
client’s unique need. For year 2013, the ﬁrm was involved in some landmark
cases at the apex Court in Nigeria which will stand as stepping stones for
future success in the ﬁrm. We intend to consolidate on our successes and
engage in more technical and syndicated commercial litigation.

Industry Choice - Corporate Law Firm of the Year in Nigeria
AKINWUNMI & BUSARI
OLUSEYI ABIODUN AKINWUNMI
PARTNER
Tel: +234 (1) 8072882392
seyi@akinwunmibusari.com
www.akinwunmibusari.com

The law ﬁrm, AKINWUNMI & BUSARI (“A & B”) is a full-ﬂedged commercial
law ﬁrm. The ﬁrm is structured on a partnership basis and maintains a high
standard of professionalism by providing prompt, efﬁcient and personalized
services through competent legal practitioners who have several years of
experience in practice and very efﬁcient and highly skilled administrative
staff to meet the needs of modern legal practice.
MR. SEYI AKINWUNMI is a Partner in the ﬁrm of Akinwunmi & Busari and
heads the Banking, Finance and Insolvency practice of the ﬁrm. He has
had over 27 (twenty-seven) years’ experience as a Legal and Insolvency
Practitioner, with specialization in debtor/creditor’s rights, debt and corporate recovery, sale of delinquent assets, insolvency and turn around strategies. He is a Fellow, Business Recovery (FBR), founding member and past
President of the Business Recovery and Insolvency Practitioners Association of Nigeria (BRIPAN). He is a regular participant at the World Congress
of Insol International and the yearly conference of Committee J (Insolvency
and Creditors Rights) of the International Bar Association. He has presented
papers and participated on various discussion panels at those events.
In the area of Commercial Law, the ﬁrm specializes in international
business advisory services, drafting, review and perfection of International
Commercial Agreements.
Our vast experience covers drafting of International Finance Agreements, Public Private Partnership Agreements, Joint Ventures Agreements,
Commercial transactions, Investments, Information and Communication

Technology Agreements, Insolvency and Business restructuring, Restructuring of debt obligations and structuring of ﬁnancial transactions, Mergers
and Acquisitions.
The ﬁrm has handled a cross border liquidation of a foreign owned
company registered in Nigeria. The cross border liquidation involved the
tracing of assets and funds to over 5 (ﬁve) different jurisdictions. Also, the
ﬁrm acted for a multi-national Company in the purchase of a multi-billion
Naira property, which included negotiating and drafting a Swap Property
Agreement and ensured that the sitting tenants of the property were relocated within the shortest possible time. The ﬁrm has also acted as Solicitors in
the multi billion Naira liquidation of a foremost Securities & Finance public
liability company.
The ﬁrm negotiated, drafted and advised on a multi-jurisdictional transaction between a blue chip company and 3 major banks which involved
a syndicated loan of $1 billion dollars being granted to the company and
advised on best mode of securitization. Akinwunmi & Busari acted as solicitors to review all legislation and documentation relating to a transportation
project being handled by a State Government’s Asset Management Company in conjunction with an Export-Import Bank and other Nigerian banks.
The ﬁrm is the Nigerian partner to Begbies Global Network (BGN) United
Kingdom, a specialist professional services organization providing independent professional advice and solutions to businesses, ﬁnancial institutions,
the accountancy professions and individuals.
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Editor’s Choice - Energy Law Firm of the Year in Nigeria

Uche Nwokedi & Co.
Uche Nwokedi SAN
Principal Counsel
Tel: +234 (1) 462 2389
un@unc-legal.com
www.unc-legal.com

UNC has been successfully involved in many complex and precedent setting cases
such as in the Case of Federal Government of Nigeria vs. Zebbra Energy Limited,
which settled for the first time the rights of concession interest holders.
Uche Nwokedi & Co. (UNC) is a leading law ﬁrm with
a high degree of specialization in Energy and Natural
Resources Law. It was established in 1990, primarily to render legal services to the oil industry, and to
support the several joint venture companies then in
operation as well as oil industry service companies.
UNC has evolved from a specialist oil and gas ﬁrm to a full
service law ﬁrm with a team of dedicated lawyers and a full
complement of highly qualiﬁed administrative personnel that
are diligently selected for their abilities, and have successfully
handled many complex and highly contentious matters.
Mr. Uche Nwokedi, the Principal Counsel of the Firm, is a
distinguished Senior Advocate of Nigeria and the Editor-in-Chief
of the law report – Nigerian Oil and Gas Cases, published by
LexisNexis. His experience includes litigation in Superior Courts,
and domestic and international arbitration.
The Firm has a high degree of expertise in various transactions especially within the Oil and Gas Industry. For the last
23 years the Firm has been actively involved in many different
aspects of negotiations, drafting of agreements, restructuring,
privatization, and deregulation, and in the development of whole
sectors of the economy, as well as advisory work in relation to
Oil and Gas law, Maritime law, Solid Minerals law and the like.
UNC has been actively involved in the acquisition of concession interests in Nigeria, and therefore is fully conversant with
the laws and regulations for establishing and conducting petroleum operations in Nigeria. The Firm has an aggressive litigation
unit and has been successfully involved in many complex and
precedent setting cases, particularly in relation to concession interest acquisitions, and regulatory authority approvals in respect

thereof. The Firm won a landmark decision in the Supreme Court
of Nigeria over the revocation of an oil prospecting licence for OPL
248, which settles for the ﬁrst time the rights of concession interest
holders in Nigeria. (See the Case of Federal Government of Nigeria
vs. Zebbra Energy Limited).
In addition the Firm is actively involved in international commercial arbitration both in Nigeria and in the U.K., and in this respect
has acted either as in-country counsel or rendered legal advice in
arbitration under both the rules of the ICC or the London Court of
International Arbitration.
UNC has been instrumental in the development of a legal framework
for the exploitation of solid minerals in Nigeria. The Principal Counsel, Mr. Uche Nwokedi SAN, served on the Ministerial Committee
of Legal Experts set up to review the entire Minerals legislation of
Nigeria for the Federal Government of Nigeria. The Committee was
largely responsible for the current legal regime for the development
of solid minerals in Nigeria.
UNC has invested heavily in developing its Energy Law and Maritime Law Practice, legal expertise and global footprint to match the
needs of its clients, governments, leading energy companies and
banks with interests in the sector.
Clients of the ﬁrm include major multinationals and indigenous oil
producing companies, banks and other ﬁnancial institutions, as well
as corporate organizations. The Firm also consults for Barristers and
various Solicitors’ ﬁrms in the United Kingdom, as well as law ﬁrms
in Canada and the United States.
Mr. Uche Nwokedi SAN is a member of the International Bar Association, the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, United Kingdom, the
Association of International Petroleum Negotiators and the Nigerian
Bar Association. He is also a member of the Executive Committee of
the Maritime Arbitrators Association of Nigeria.
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Editor’s Choice - Entertainment Law Firm of the Year in Nigeria
Law Allianz Attorneys
Yahaya Maikori
Senior Partner
Tel: +234(9) 4137908 / +234(9) 2903820
yahaya@lawallianz.com
lawallianz.com

Law Allianz Attorneys is a commercial law ﬁrm driven by knowledgeable,
dynamic and hard working people, offering world-class legal services locally.
Its core values include: excellence in service delivery, dedication to clients
and the profession, people potential, teamwork and entrepreneurialism. It
practises in the following areas: entertainment and leisure, regulatory compliance, corporate services and real estate and planning.
At Law Allianz you will ﬁnd a distinct business sector approach and a dedication to clients’ success. The ﬁrm’s clients range from large companies
to small business concerns. As a commercial law ﬁrm, it specialises in the
core areas of law, designing unique solutions for unique needs. Each client
is given the priority they deserve by being assigned a partner with requisite
knowledge and industry experience to personally oversee their business
needs.
Law Allianz’s solicitors have ﬁrst hand industry experience in various aspects of entertainment law. The ﬁrm is an active member of the International
Association of Entertainment Lawyers (IAEL) and the IBA entertainment and
IP committee, which keeps it on top of contemporary entertainment issues.
Yahaya Maikori, Law Allianz senior partner, is a transactional and investment solicitor who sits on several boards. He is in charge of coordinating
the various practice areas of the ﬁrm and has extensive experience in
corporate/commercial practice and entertainment law, particularly the
gaming sectors.
The ﬁrm represents broadcasters, studios, independent producers,
ﬁnanciers, distributors and individual talent across the ﬁlm and TV industry,
from the inception of a project through its development and production, to

its ultimate distribution. It also represents and advises artists, publishers,
record labels, and producers in a wide range of situations.
Law Allianz has been a key player in providing advisory services to
operators and government agencies. The ﬁrm works with the leading
names in the industry as well as new start-up companies on all matters
relating to online gaming, licensing, distribution and regulation. Its clients
include casinos, bookmakers and lottery companies. It is currently acting
as counsel to the Association of Casino and Slot-machine Operators in
Nigeria (ACSON).
The ﬁrm has also advised on both national and international sporting
events, event organisers, agencies, clubs, teams and individual sportsmen.
Its services include identifying, creating and managing clients’ intellectual
property portfolios, as well as protecting them against any form of infringement or passing off.
Law Allianz’s attorneys have been involved in negotiating and drafting
contracts, media rights audits, domestic and international rights protection,
sports data, brand packaging, anti ambush marketing strategies, betting,
publishing deals, DVD distribution arrangements and sponsorship.
Further, the ﬁrm provides tailored solutions and bespoke advice on the
protection and exploitation of intellectual property rights, including branding, licensing and franchising, image rights and licensing agreements. It
helps clients to plan their businesses, protect their rights and manage their
contracts. Clients include designers, brand owners, investors, industry
executives, celebrities, model agencies, online boutiques, start-ups and
established businesses, while also paying attention to standardisation and
maintenance of quality control.

Industry Choice - Litigation Law Firm of the Year in Nigeria
Yusuf Ali & Co.
Yusuf Ali SAN
Principal Partner
Tel: +234 803 334 0330
yoa@yusufali.net
www.yusufali.net

YOA

Yusuf Ali & Co., (Ghalib Chambers), Ilorin, is a leading law Firm of

Ilorin. He has attended conferences and delivered papers on diverse

corporate, commercial, ﬁnancial law and arbitration in Nigeria. The Firm

contributed chapters in various legal publications and has to his credit

dedicated legal practitioners specialising in the practice of all aspects of

topics at various fora, including the International Bar Association. He has

operates from three cities in Nigeria: Ilorin, Abuja and Lagos.

many published articles in learned journals in the ﬁeld of litigation and

Yusuf Ali Esq. SAN was called to the Nigerian Bar about 30 years ago,

commercial law, among other areas.

In addition, Mr Ali has received more than 100 awards from different

and has been in active legal practice ever since. He was appointed by

bodies and organisations both within Nigeria and outside. He is listed

highest professional honour at the Nigerian Bar in 1997, when he was

Nigerian ‘Who’s Who’.

Nigeria (SAN). He is the Principal and Founder of the Firm.

is the delay in the adjudicatory process. He noted: “I will continue to join

ing the Nigerian Bar Association, the International Bar Association, the

has been achieved substantially in the settlement of electoral disputes.”

among others.

having won all of the major cases that were prosecuted this year. The

Nigeria); a member of the Chartered Institute of Taxation Nigeria (CITN);

many courts, commissions of inquiry, tribunals and other administrative

the Chief Justice of Nigeria in 1989 as a Notary Public. He attained the

conferred with the prestigious and honourable title of Senior Advocate of
Moreover, Mr Ali is a member of many professional bodies, includ-

American Bar Association and the Commonwealth Lawyers Association,
He is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, (FCIArb) (UK &

a Fellow of the Society for Peace Studies and Practice (FSPSP); as well
as being a Fellow of the Dispute Resolution Institute (F. DRI).

Mr Ali also served, and is still serving, on boards of many companies

and institutions. He has held and still holds many professional ofﬁces
and is also an associate lecturer at the Faculty of Law, University of

in the American Biographical Institute’s ‘Who’s Who’ as well as in the

According to Mr Ali, a key legal issue pertaining to litigation in Nigeria

others to improve the rules of procedure that will fast track litigation. This
Meanwhile, Yusuf Ali & Co. has gained new clients in recent months,

Firm represents government, corporate and individual clients before
bodies.

“We believe that our expertise should, and will, be a notable advan-

tage for international work; indeed, in the coming months we intend to

consolidate on our achievements and source more work in arbitration, as
well as other forms of ADR, both nationally and internationally.”
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Client Choice - Private Equity Law Firm of the Year in South Africa

BERNADT VUKIC
POTASH & GETZ
A
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Bernadt Vukic Potash & Getz Attorneys
Contact Partner
Keith Getz
Tel: +27 21 405 3800
kgetz@bvpg.co.za
www.bvpg.co.za

Bernadt Vukic Potash & Getz Attorneys is a South African boutique law

corporate and commercial and insolvency litigation and estate planning.

commercial litigation, insolvency, property law, labour law and estate

al networks and consultancy and referral relationships with local and

international transactions at the highest levels. Bernadt Vukic Potash &

related specialist services to clients, including relating to the ﬁnancial,

ﬁrm based in Cape Town specialising in corporate and commercial law,

Bernadt Vukic Potash & Getz Attorneys has extensive profession-

planning. The ﬁrm has vast experience and expertise in national and

international professional ﬁrms, in order to provide and enhance expert

Getz and its predecessors in title trace its history back to 1931.

taxation and accounting disciplines and provide seamless turn-key

Bernadt Vukic Potash & Getz Attorneys has a substantial number of
South African and international commercial and corporate clients,
including a number who are listed on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange
(JSE) and other exchanges internationally.
The ﬁrm’s commercial and corporate law department deals with the
full spectrum of corporate and entrepreneurial clients’ requirements
in regard to commercial transactions and general commercial and
corporate law practice. This department’s areas of expertise include
corporate structuring, mergers and acquisitions, franchising, competition
law, black empowerment transactions and the drafting of all associated
commercial agreements.
The specialist activities of the ﬁrm’s other departments include all
aspects of property law (including developments, property syndications,
structured ﬁnance involving property, the establishment of residential
lifestyle estates and associated conveyancing services), labour law,

advice.
Keith Getz, Bernadt Vukic Potash & Getz Attorneys’ contact partner,
is a senior partner of the ﬁrm and has been practising as an attorney
since 1980. He practises principally in the areas of takeovers and mergers, private equity, black economic empowerment transactions, franchising – including being listed in the International Who’s Who of Franchise
Lawyers 2013 as a leading franchise lawyer – and stock exchange
related matters and has obtained business experience by serving as
a director of a number of companies, including companies listed on
the JSE. He has lectured on law to various interest groups, including in
Advanced Company Law on the Masters of Law course at the University
of Cape Town, South Africa.
In 2013, Bernadt Vukic Potash & Getz received the ACQ Law Award
for South Africa Boutique Law Firm of the Year. In 2012, the ﬁrm received
Acquisition International Magazine’s Mergers and Acquisitions Award for
the South African Boutique Law Firm of the Year.

Personal Injury Law Firm of the Year in South Africa
Mothle Jooma Sabdia Inc.
Mr. Thipe A. Mothle
Chairman
Tel: +27 12 362 3137
thipem@mjs-inc.co.za
www.mjs-inc.co.za

Mothle Jooma Sabdia Inc. (“MJS”) is a new-age law ﬁrm providing high
level expertise in all aspects of South African and international law
through in-house expertise or through our strategic partnerships.
Our Personal Injury Department has received in excess of 15,000 instructions since the inception of the ﬁrm on the 1st of March 2001.
Our specialized personal injury attorneys have represented claimants
in matters relating to:
· road accident claims;
· medical negligence claims;
· occupational health and safety claims;
· insurance claims.
The Lead Attorney in the Personal Injury Department is Thipe Attwell
Mothle who also acts as Chairman of MJS.
The ﬁrm acts on behalf of some of the largest state and private
enterprises in South Africa, and also represents multinational medical
associations and professional risk brokerage institutions.
MJS aims to add value to our clients by assisting with all facets of
the law. We strive to develop an in-depth understanding of the speciﬁc
needs, internal policies and work ﬂow processes required to facilitate
speedy, efﬁcient and effective solutions to our clients’ needs.
We currently provide services in 25 areas of the law with specialist
lawyers catering for the needs of our clients in each of these areas.
Our strengths include:
· High calibre staff across all staff levels;
· Unity and a shared vision amongst all staff across all staff levels;

· A culture of vibrancy, dynamism and ambition across all staff levels;
· Exceptional structures, infrastructure and efﬁciencies throughout the ﬁrm;
· The recognition that we are continuously capable of improvement;
· Unparalleled work ethic across all staff levels;
· Skills development and empowerment strategies that have become such
an integral part of our make-up;
· Recognising the need for humanity and morality in all of our dealings with
clients’ colleagues and staff;
· Remuneration structures.
2013/2015 Objectives
MJS will continue with our expansion initiatives; however, we will remain
wary of creating a cumbersome entity, as this will inevitably affect our
pricing structures.
Our ambition will always be to remain competitively priced whilst at
the same time delivering a vastly superior service to our clients.
We are conﬁdent that the efforts to continuously enhance efﬁciencies
within the ﬁrm will continue to allow us to improve the value proposition
offered to our clients.
Our ofﬁces can be located in both the administrative capital Pretoria
as well as Africa’s economic hub Johannesburg. Our presence in these
two major centres enables us to render services effectively across South
Africa, and the continent as a whole.
Professional Memberships:
Law Society of the Northern Provinces; Black Lawyers Association;
Black Management Forum; Association of Pretoria Attorneys;
Association of Johannesburg Attorneys; Corporate Lawyers Association
of South Africa.
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Editor’s Choice - Construction Law Firm of the Year in the UAE

The exemplary Saif Al Shamsi founded The Legal Group in the year 1998 with a single
passion: a passion for perfection. In 2010, TLG found someone who not only shared
this passion, but also a desire “for self-fulfillment… to become actualized in what we
are potentially… to become more and more than what [we] are, to become everything
that [we are] capable of becoming.” This is our fundamental purpose and one that
we embrace.”

We specialize in specific niche practice areas of laws:
Arbitration and ADR | Construction & Engineering | Dispute Resolution and Litigation | Funds and Investment Management
Intellectual Property | Public Private Partnership | Projects and Infrastructure | Real Estate
We are renowned for our lateral thinking and unique approach to identifying and solving legal problems. Our philosophy is to cut through complexities to provide
clear solutions and innovative results to our clients. As a client-focused firm, we understand our client’s needs and their businesses, putting their interests at
the center of our strategic decisions. We ensure to maintain direct communication with our clients, consistently building and tracking clients’ satisfaction.

REPEATED COMPETENCE HAS BECOME OUR REPUTATION.
DUBAI

E-313 Al Saaha Offices B, Souk Al Bahar, Burj Khalifa, Old Town, Dubai, United Arab Emirates P.O Box 20338
Tel: +971 4 447 7044 | Fax: +971 4 447 7088 | Email: internal@tlg.ae

ABU DHABI

Al Sila Tower 1, Sowwah Square, Al Marya Island, 24th Floor, P.O.Box 128666 Abu Dhabi, UAE
Tel: +971 2 694 8534 | Fax: +971 2 694 8666 | Email: internal@tlg.ae

Client Choice - Tax Law Firm of the Year in Uganda
Birungyi, Barata and Associates
CEPHAS K. BIRUNGYI
LLB Hons (MUK), DIP. LP (LDC), DIP. ITA(IPA)
Advocate/Tax Consultant
Tel: +256 (0)772 444 536
cbirungyi@taxconsultants.co.ug; birungicephas@yahoo.com

Birungyi, Barata and Associates is internationally recognised as the
pioneer and leading specialist tax law ﬁrm in Uganda and has established
a credible and reliable tax practice. It has been retained widely in Uganda
by both private and semi-public entities, as well as the East African
Community, the Republic of Liberia, Nigeria and Rwanda, and has had
assignments in Zambia and the United Kingdom. The Tax Department,
together with the Corporate Commercial and Finance Department, is the
largest department of the ﬁrm headed by arguably the best tax expert in
Uganda and the region.
Headed by the distinguished tax lawyer, Cephas Birungyi, the tax
department is made up of two highly qualiﬁed tax experts, three tax consultants and a team of qualiﬁed lawyers with diverse and unique detailed
tax work exposure. The team has a track record of delivering a highly
efﬁcient and quality result to its clients in Uganda, Sub-Saharan Africa,
Europe and Asia, and has been involved in the negotiations and drafting
of various tax and tax related legislation and cross-border agreements.
Moreover, the ﬁrm provides advice and support to clients in major
national and international banks, private and multi-national companies
and ﬁnancial institutions. Enoch Barata heads the Corporate, Commercial and Finance Department. The team is composed of qualiﬁed
lawyers advising on all aspects in banking and ﬁnance transactions,

corporate mergers and acquisitions, corporate registry tasks, as well as
negotiations of commercial agreements, due diligence and other diverse
corporate and commercial transactions.
Mr Cephas is an Advocate of the High Court. He is a graduate
of the University of Makerere and holds post-graduate qualiﬁcations
from various institutions in the UK, Sri-Lanka and South Africa. He has
distinguished himself as a Tax Consultant, and represented the Uganda
Revenue Authority (URA) in the Parliamentary Committee of Finance,
also advising on the drafting of the Income Tax Act 1997 of Uganda. He
represented the Uganda Revenue Authority in drafting the Tax Appeals
Tribunal Act.
Meanwhile, Mr Cephas has worked in various capacities with the
Uganda Revenue Authority. He headed the Quality Assurance Section
of the Income Tax Department for six years and was the Chairman of the
Quality Assurance Committee of the East African Revenue Authorities
Technical Committee. He was part of the team that drafted the law leading to ‘The Tax Appeals Tribunal Act’.
Before his resignation he was Deputy Commissioner of Domestic
Direct Taxes. Mr Cephas is currently a member of the Investment Committee of the Uganda Law Society. He is also retained by the International Finance Corporation (a member of the World Bank Group) as a
consultant in taxation.
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Editor’s Choice - Oil & Gas Law Firm of the Year in Yemen
Sahra Petroleum Consulting
Jamal Alkaf
Partner
Tel: +967 734366646 / +967 1 428149
jamalalkaf@sahraconsulting.com
www.sahraconsulting.com

Sahra Petroleum Consulting acts as a boutique ﬁrm/company specialising
in providing a synergised set of consulting and advisory services in legal,
technical and ﬁnancial aspects of petroleum, minerals, power and a wide
range of related industries.
The ﬁrm’s staff prioritise professionalism, integrity and reliability and aim
to provide a dynamic bespoke advisory service, based on the-state-ofthe-art and other requirements of international communities, to all clients.
Meanwhile, Sahra pays attention to all details on how and where to add
value to its clients’ investments – and to guide them to the right direction
for their business development.
Today, the ﬁrm’s areas of practice include: Arbitration (Local &
International); Aviation law, Maritime & Admiralty law; Commercial law,
Contracts, Construction law; Commercial Agency law, Corporate laws;
Corporate Finance, Mergers & Acquisitions; Drafting & Negotiating
Contracts (such as PSC, JOA, services agreements, etc); Due Diligence;
Foreign Capital Investment law, Joint Ventures; General Practice &
Commercial Litigations; Insurance law – General; Labour law &
Employment – Beneﬁts, compensation, Labour & Management relations;
Oil, Gas & Mining Contracts & law; Patents, Trademarks & Trade
Secrets; Tax law & Social Securities law.
Jamal Alkaf, partner at the ﬁrm, noted: “Sahra is dedicated to providing
its clients with legal services of the highest calibre, offering creative,

effective and efﬁcient solutions to assist its clients’ businesses. The ﬁrm’s
in-house lawyers, along with its associate lawyers, provide integrated
legal services with specialists in virtually every area of business law.
“Our breadth of legal expertise allows us to provide the kind of
seamless, integrated service our clients require.”
In addition, the ﬁrm’s core aim, which is to provide dynamic, bespoke
solutions, sharing the rewards between all stakeholders, elevates Sahra
above many of its peers and competitors.
Sahra currently has a vision to be the leading consulting company in
the country, and its staff is dedicated to that vision.
“In accordance with our vision, we have promulgated various expansion
plans and strategies to work proﬁtably and professionally in our ﬁeld of
expertise,” added Mr. Alkaf. “We are innovative and fearless to venture
into new ﬁelds, expertise and projects that we believe are beneﬁcial for
Sahra.
“Moreover, change has been one of the unique characteristics of
our ﬁrm; we embrace it. For its betterment, Sahra embodies change. Its
implementation is challenging but, in the end, we see the results and
their worth. Our ﬁrm’s expertise, which is widely noted in the various
recognitions we received last year and this year, consistently draws more
clients from the international spectrum. In addition, the respect and trust
that these clients have shown Sahra is more than enough to keep us
pressing forwards with our goals – our vision and mission.”
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The US has the largest and most technologically developed economy in the world; meanwhile, business ﬁrms in the US enjoy

a greater degree of ﬂexibility compared to businesses in other regions regarding innovation and expansion. While the strategy

for most companies in 2011 was about getting back to basics and weathering the storm of unemployment and recession, 2012
and 2013 have not seen a signiﬁcant amount of economic success for North America.

In 2011, the democrats and the republicans fought for the deﬁnitive say on a Senate proposal to raise the US debt ceiling. The ofﬁces of
Standard and Poor’s were working to ﬁnalise a report which would soon strip the US of its prized AAA credit rating and, according to S&P,
the rating downgrade reﬂected the belief that the soon-to-be-ﬁnalised plan to stabilise the country’s medium and short term debt problems
was likely to fall short. Credit rating agency Fitch then reafﬁrmed the US’s triple-A sovereign rating, stating that: “The key pillars of the US’s
exceptional creditworthiness remain intact.”
The country – and its currency, which modern economies have set their very existence to for the past 70 years – has now revealed a large
weakness in its armour. The US House of Congress and House of Representatives has been recently gearing up to cut its deﬁcit and make
hard decisions regarding budget cuts and public spending reform, keeping in mind the Republican Party has already voiced a refusal to
entertain any suggestions of new taxes. Since 2008, the US’s debt has increased by US$6 trillion.
Canada is equipped with a high tech industrial economy, and resembles the US in its market-orientated economic system, production
pattern and high living standards. Canada’s economy, which has outperformed that of the US since the beginning of the ﬁnancial crisis, is
showing signs of slowing down. The housing market boom, which helped drive the country’s recovery from recession, is starting to stall.
Yet, the housing market is being replaced by other drivers, such as business investment in machinery and equipment. Canada is expected
to lead the G7 nations in economic growth for another year at least. This can be attributed to several factors, including the country’s sound
banking system, its abundance of resources and its lower levels of government debt.
Moreover, while the Caribbean did not escape the global ﬁnancial crisis, the region withstood the difﬁculties more successfully than in past
downturns, thanks to better macroeconomic management, more efﬁcient structural policies and a vigorous business sector.
The majority of the Caribbean’s import-export business is with the US; further, the majority of the region’s tourists are US citizens. This
means that the US economy has a great deal of inﬂuence on the Caribbean – particularly as tourism is the primary industry of the region.
Central America is the central geographic region of the Americas. Historically, Central American trade has been very dependent on two
products: coffee and bananas. Most of these exports went to the US, which created a strong trade link between the US and Central
America. In recent decades, Central America has seen success in diversifying its exports and diversifying its trading partners.
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South America’s economy is heavily reliant on the export of goods. On an exchange rate basis, Brazil, the seventh largest economy in the
world and the second largest in the Americas, leads the way in total amount of exports at $137.8 billion, followed by Chile at $58.12 billion
and Argentina with $46.46 billion.
Brazil continues to be a most attractive emerging market country for private equity investors, according to a survey by the Emerging
Markets Private Equity Association (EMPEA). A white paper from Siguler Guff, Private Equity Opportunities in the BRICs and Beyond,
notes that investment opportunities in Brazil, Russia, India and China are likely to dominate EMPEA fundraising. The BRIC countries
already rank in the top 12 global economies and are projected to be in the top six by 2018, the report said.
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Corporate Law Firm of the Year in Barbados
Lex Caribbean
Melanie Jones
Partner
Tel: +1 (246) 430 3797
melanie.jones@bb.lexcaribbean.com
www.lexcaribbean.com

Lex Caribbean was established in Barbados in 1997. Its vision is to become the
ﬁrst pan-Caribbean law ﬁrm providing seamless advice regarding the local law
of multiple territories in the region. With more than 30 lawyers, the ﬁrm currently
operates from three ofﬁces in Trinidad and Tobago, from single ofﬁce locations
in both Barbados and Jamaica and from its London ofﬁce. Lex Caribbean has
also formed strategic alliances with respected counsel in several other islands,
consolidating its extensive reach throughout the Caribbean.
The ﬁrm offers expertise in the areas of capital markets, commercial litigation,
corporate and commercial law, insolvency and restructuring, international
business, project ﬁnance, trust and estate planning, property development
and conveyancing to clients conducting local and cross-border transactions in
the Caribbean. It also advises on international business transactions from Barbados and coordinates advice from other international business jurisdictions
throughout the Caribbean. The ﬁrm’s depth of skills and experience enable it to
provide intelligent, carefully coordinated multi-jurisdictional advice to regional
and international clients.
From the Worthing, Barbados location, Lex Caribbean has a vibrant practice in the areas of corporate and commercial law, capital markets, property
development, conveyancing, trusts and estate planning and international
business. In addition, it offers commercial litigation as well as restructuring
and insolvency expertise.
The ﬁrm’s corporate and commercial practice provides effective legal solutions to local regional and international clients including ﬁnancial institutions
and major corporations. This is a broad practice group with a strong general
corporate/commercial capability across the ﬁrm. Lex Caribbean has experience in banking and ﬁnance, construction, insurance, intellectual property,
joint ventures, mergers and acquisitions, mutual funds, oil and gas, public and

private equity and regulatory matters.
Melanie Jones, Lex Caribbean partner based in the Barbados ofﬁce, leads
the ﬁrm’s international business practice. She has over 21 years’ experience in
private practice in multiple jurisdictions having been admitted and practiced
in England, the Cayman Islands, Trinidad and Barbados. Melanie joined Lex
Caribbean in 2003.
Ms Jones specialises in international business transactions. She has a
clientele of international corporations and ﬁnancial institutions, with heavy emphasis on high value transactions originating in the Far East, Canada, the USA,
and the UK, as well as an increasing number of projects with a Latin American
focus.
In addition, she leads the Entrepreneurial Business Group at Lex Caribbean, which advises local and overseas clients on a variety of matters, all
characterised by the entrepreneurial nature of the relevant business. Ms Jones
is also the immediate past president of the Barbados International Business
Association (BIBA), continues to be a director of BIBA and chairs its Legal
Profession Committee. Ms Jones is also a director of the Barbados Entrepreneurship Foundation (BEF), its Deputy Chairman and Champion of its Business
Facilitation Pillar. In addition she has sat on the board of the Barbados Private
Sector Association and continues to contribute to its work at the national level.
Ms Jones has been ranked for multiple consecutive years by the International Financial Law Review as a leading lawyer in Barbados. She was admitted to the Law Society of England and Wales in 1994, to the Cayman Islands
Bar in 1997 and to both the Trinidad and Tobago Bar and the Barbados Bar in
2005. Through her involvement with BIBA, the BEF, Lex Caribbean and otherwise, Ms Jones contributes to initiatives concerning legislation, policy, practice
and development in Barbados in respect of the legal profession, entrepreneurship, domestic and international business.

White Collar Crime Law Firm of the Year in Brazil
MORAES PITOMBO ADVOGADOS
Antônio Sérgio Altieri de Moraes Pitombo
Business Crime Lawyer / Founder
Tel / Fax: +(55 11) 3047-3131 (SÃO PAULO)
Tel / Fax: +(55 61) 3322-7690 (BRASÍLIA)
Tel: +(55 21) 3974-6250 (RIO DE JANEIRO)
moraespitombo@mpp.adv.br
www.moraespitombo.com.br

Antonio Sérgio Altieri de Moraes Pitombo, business crime lawyer and

founder of the law ﬁrm Moraes Pitombo Advogados, graduated from the

He is also renowned for his successful work in international cooperation procedures involving the United States of America, Great Britain,

University of São Paulo (USP) Law School in 1993, and specialized in

Switzerland and Luxembourg, among other countries.

gained a Masters in penal law from the University of São Paulo Law

crime”, Revista dos Tribunais, 2003. He is the author of “Criminal organi-

money-laundering offence, and concluded his doctoral studies in penal

was also coordinator of Special Criminal Courts: interpretation and criti-

typiﬁcation of criminal organization.

Bankruptcy Law”, Revista dos Tribunais, 2005. He is also a member of

Currently involved in a PHD program at Coimbra University.

Pedro Pimentel, related to the Department of Penal Law, Criminology and

civil procedural law at the Centre for University Extension in 1994. He

He is the author of “Money laundering: the typiﬁcation of previous

School in 2000, with the thesis The typiﬁcation of previous crime in

zation: the new legal type persepctiva”, Revista dos Tribunais, 2009. He

law at the University of São Paulo Law School in 2007 with the thesis The

cism Malheiros, 1997, and “Comments on the Companies’ Recovery and

Mr Pitombo is renowned in his ﬁeld as an exceptional business crime
lawyer who has tried numerous high-proﬁle cases and has represented
corporations and individuals, including presidents, directors and ofﬁcers

the Brazilian Institute of Criminal Sciences (IBCCrim); of Institute Manoel
Forensic Medicine at the University of São Paulo Law School; of the National Association of Criminal Defence Lawyers; and of the Association
Internationale Droit Pénal.

in federal or state matters for the past 15 years.
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Bankruptcy Law Firm of the Year in Canada
Cassels Brock
Bruce Leonard
Partner
Tel: +1 416 869 5757
bleonard@casselsbrock.com
www.casselsbrock.com

Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP is a leading Canadian ﬁrm in the restructuring and insolvency ﬁeld and Senior Partner Bruce Leonard is one of
Canada’s most senior insolvency and restructuring practitioners. The
ﬁrm’s Restructuring and Insolvency Group has been engaged in most
major Canadian insolvencies for over 30 years. The Group represented
the Canadian Government in the restructuring of both General Motors and
Chrysler Canada including advising on the $13.3B ﬁnancing that made
those restructurings possible. The Group represented the insurance
industry in the insolvency of North America’s fourth largest life insurance
company, Confederation Life. The Group represents the largest single
creditor in the multinational insolvency of Nortel Networks Limited. It acted
for the purchaser of one of Canada’s largest integrated steel manufacturing operations and was active in the restructuring proceedings undertaken
by Air Canada, Canadian Airlines and Stelco Inc. It represented the largest
single lending creditor in the restructuring of AbitibiBowater and represented the debtor in the Canadian aspects of the restructurings of Dow Corning
and Owens Corning among our involvements in other major restructurings.
Cassels Brock & Blackwell is a full service ﬁrm with ofﬁces in Toronto
and Vancouver established over 125 years ago. It has one of the largest
business law practices in Canada with nationally-recognized capabilities,
in addition to insolvency and restructuring, in securities, natural resources,
tax, litigation, intellectual property and entertainment. Many of our lawyers are cited as market leaders by prominent national and international
legal directories including Chambers Global, Lexpert, Martindale-Hubbell,

Who’s Who Legal, Best Lawyers and others. Please visit our website at
www.casselsbrock.com for more details.
Bruce Leonard is a veteran in the ﬁeld of international insolvency and
has been involved in many of the most signiﬁcant reorganization cases
in Canada and internationally, including Olympia & York, Confederation
Life Insurance, Johns-Manville, Cadillac-Fairview, Dome Petroleum,
Massey-Ferguson, Bramalea Inc., Everfresh Beverages, Standard Trustco,
Eaton’s of Canada, Canadian Airlines International, Stelco Inc., Air Canada, Nortel Networks and AbitibiBowater.
Mr. Leonard is the Chair, a Director and a Founding Member of the
International Insolvency Institute, a limited membership invitational association of senior insolvency professionals from over 65 countries. He is Past
Chair of the International Bar Association’s Committee on Insolvency and
Creditors’ Rights and was the Founder of and served as the Chair and
a Director of The Insolvency Institute of Canada, a limited membership
association of senior Canadian insolvency professionals from its inception
in 1990 to 2002. The Institute has established the Bruce Leonard Prize in
Insolvency Studies at ﬁve Ontario Universities.
Mr. Leonard is the only International Member of the United States
National Bankruptcy Conference and serves as Chair of the Conference’s
International Committee. He is a Fellow and an immediate past Director of
the American College of Bankruptcy and serves as Chair of the College’s
International Committee. He has been recognized as a leading insolvency lawyer by Chambers and appears regularly in the listings of the world’s
top insolvency and restructuring lawyers.

3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 715,
Toronto, Ontario, M8X 2X9
Canada
Warren Sprigings - Founder
warren@sprigings.com

Tel: +1 416.777.2273
www.sprigings.com

Warren Sprigings is the founder of Sprigings Intellectual Property Law.
Warren has practiced exclusively in the area of intellectual property since his
call to the Ontario Bar in 1992. He has acted as counsel in matters before
the Trade-Marks Opposition Board, the Ontario Courts, the Federal Court,
the Federal Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court of Canada.
At Sprigings Intellectual Property Law, we offer our clients services in all
aspects of intellectual property law, including the following:
Litigation: litigating patent, trade-mark, copyright and industrial design infringement
actions, impeachment actions, damage references, proceedings under the
Patented Medicines (Notice of Compliance) Regulations, product liability actions,
breach of conﬁdentiality, false and misleading advertising, interlocutory and
permanent injunctions, Anton Piller orders and Mareva injunctions.
Opinions: providing patent, trade-mark and copyright infringement and validity
opinions and freedom-to-operate opinions.
Portfolio management and transactions: monitoring trade-mark and
patent applications, conducting due diligence regarding intellectual property rights,
drafting licensing and assignment agreements.

Regulatory issues: assisting and advising in respect of pharmaceutical
regulatory matters, including provincial formulary listings and Health Canada
Approvals.
Protection of conﬁdential information: responding to requests under
the Access to Information Act, drafting conﬁdentiality and non-disclosure agreements
and enforcement of such agreements.
Registration of intellectual property rights: prosecuting and ﬁling
trade-mark and copyright applications, pursuing opposition proceedings before the
Trade-marks Opposition Board.
Like our clients, we are leaders in our ﬁeld. We understand that our reputation is
built by our clients’ successes and we strive to exceed their expectations.

At Sprigings, we practice excellence.
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Projects Law Firm of the Year in Canada
Davis LLP
Ian Bendell
Foreign Legal Consultant, Toronto
Head, Project Finance, Infrastructure and Public Private Partnerships
Tel: +1 416.369.5252
ibendell@davis.ca
www.davis.ca

Project Finance, Infrastructure and Public Private Partnerships

Our national team offers our clients depth of insight, experience and

The Davis Project Finance, Infrastructure and Public Private Partnership

clients at every stage of the process — from project analysis, to the de-

an P3 market and a well-respected advisor in the international P3 market.

concession agreement and, ultimately, ﬁnancial close — to ensure that

authorities, hospitals and other quasi-autonomous non-governmental en-

on schedule. Our clients beneﬁt from our multi-jurisdictional P3 and other

ers on a variety of projects since the market’s inception. Our involvement

a variety of Canadian and international markets.

sector on the Canadian pathﬁnder projects, to developing new model

knowledge required to successfully execute and close infrastructure

structuring innovative ﬁnancing techniques for successful ﬁnancings of

tions, we pride ourselves on working seamlessly and cooperatively with

instrumental in shaping it. Our experience internationally includes the

record of working with and, when required, coordinating and integrating

project in Bermuda, where we successfully represented the issuing public

sure that the client receives excellent service and top tier work product

expertise in the public infrastructure sector. We work closely with our

(“Projects”) Practice Group is widely regarded as a leader in the Canadi-

velopment and issuance of the procurement documents and the project/

We have acted for a wide range of market participants, including public

their interests are met, value for money is achieved and the deal closes

tities, equity sponsors, project vehicles, drop down contractors and lend-

infrastructure/project experience gained from our team members’ work in

in the Canadian P3 market has been extensive, from advising the public

We are a full-service law ﬁrm offering all the expertise and industry

project documentation for British Columbia, Canada, to advising on and

projects of any nature or size. When working in non-Canadian jurisdic-

P3 projects. We have not simply participated in the market, we have been

the local law ﬁrm(s) engaged on the project. We have an excellent track

award-winning King Edward VII Memorial Hospital Redevelopment P3

the efforts of, our client’s other professional advisers, which helps to en-

authority on Bermuda’s ﬁrst PPP project and the largest public infrastruc-

from a seamless project team.

ture project in that country’s history.

Trust & Estate Law Firm of the Year in Canada
WHALEY ESTATE LITIGATION
Kimberly A. Whaley, C.S.,TEP., LL.M, LL.B, BA
10 Alcorn Avenue, Suite 301
Toronto, Ontario, M4V 3A9
Tel: +1 (416) 925-7400
Fax: +1 (416) 925-7464
kim@whaleyestatelitigation.com
www.whaleyestatelitigation.com

WHALEY ESTATE LITIGATION is a Toronto based boutique estate litigation
ﬁrm offering clients a legal team experienced in the resolution of estate,
trust, capacity, guardianship, attorney, ﬁduciary and other related disputes.
The ﬁrm was rated one of the top ﬁve estates and trusts boutiques in Canada in 2013 by Canadian Lawyer Magazine. Our team focuses on easing
the stress of litigation for our clients as they navigate emotionally difﬁcult
waters by providing effective and prompt resolution.
Whaley regularly advises Executors, Administrators, Trustees, Attorneys
and Guardians on their ﬁduciary obligations according to the legislation
and common law principles governing their actions. Firm resources and
relationships include highly skilled Estate and Trust Planners, Estate
Administrators, as well as Planning Counsel for the Disabled, Charitable
Gifting and Tax.
WHALEY ESTATE LITIGATION focuses on the litigation, mediation and
dispute resolution of estate/trust and asset protection across Ontario. We
have signiﬁcant experience in issues affecting older adults, including elder
abuse, legal issues of undue inﬂuence, incapacity, fraud, forgery, and suspicious circumstances. We advise on matters of legal decisional capacity
including testamentary capacity, capacity to marry, to make gifts, to manage property, to manage personal care and substitute decision making.
Kimberly A. Whaley, C.S., TEP., LL.M, LL.B, BA is the founder and principal of the ﬁrm. Kimberly is designated as a Certiﬁed Specialist in Estates
and Trusts Law by the Law Society of Upper Canada and has been peer

rated annually and listed by The Best Lawyers in Canada in the specialty
of Estates and Trusts since 2009. Kimberly was chosen by Lawday Leading Lawyers as one of the top 60 leading lawyers in Estates and Trusts in
Canada.
She is the Toronto Branch Chair of The Society of Trust and Estate
Practitioners (STEP), Toronto, and as such a Director of STEP CANADA.
She is also Program Chair, and is designated as a full member of STEP
Worldwide as a Trust and Estate Practitioner.
Kimberly was inducted as a Distinguished Fellow of the Canadian
Centre for Elder Law afﬁliated with the BCLI in Vancouver 2012. Kimberly
is also a member of the Estate Planning Council of Toronto.
Kimberly was educated in law in the U.K. and is qualiﬁed as a Solicitor
of the Supreme Court of England and Wales.
She has been a lecturer for the Ontario Bar Admissions Course, in
Trusts, Estate Planning and Administration for the Law Society of Upper
Canada. Kimberly is Past Chair of the Ontario Bar Association—Trusts and
Estates Executive and is a frequent chair and lecturer for the Law Society
of Upper Canada, the Canadian and Ontario Bar Associations, STEP, and
other professional organizations and institutions.
Kimberly has taught at Queen’s University and the University of Toronto
in the Faculty of Law. She is an accomplished author of many publications
and books in her practice area.
Kimberly is an accredited mediator and mediates disputes in her
practice area.
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IP Law Firm of the Year in Dominica
Stowe & Co.

STOWE & CO.

Duncan Stowe
Managing Partner
Tel: +1 (767) 449-8737 / +1 (767) 440-1505
dgstowe@gmail.com
www.dgstowe.com

As one of the younger law ﬁrms in the Commonwealth of Dominica,

Duncan Stowe, Stowe & Co. managing partner, specialises in intel-

Stowe & Co. networks with a team of experienced lawyers to render

lectual property, corporate law, real estate, maritime law and offshore

its areas of practice. The ﬁrm’s main practice areas are conveyancing,

ber of OECS Bar, International Bar Association, International Trademark

advice and provide representation on a full range of issues relating to

ﬁnance. He was admitted to the Bar in Dominica in 1999. He is a mem-

real estate, corporate law, litigation, offshore services, ship registration,

Association (INTA), Guyana Bar, Grenada Bar and Saint Lucia Bar.

telecommunications, economic citizenship and intellectual property.

The ﬁrm continues to develop strong professional relationships with
a diverse clientele as well as acting for individuals, ﬁnancial institutions, government agencies, public and private companies. Within the
Caribbean, the other jurisdictions in which the ﬁrm practises in include
Guyana, St Vincent & the Grenadines, Grenada, Antigua and St Lucia.
Stowe & Co. is one of the main trademark and patent agents/lawyers
in the Commonwealth of Dominica, managing several active registered
marks. The ﬁrm represents many popular companies in the protection
of their trade marks and other intellectual property rights by registration
with the Commonwealth of Dominica Trade Mark Registry. It can also advise and bring proceedings in cases of trade mark infringement or other
breaches of intellectual property rights.

Dominica is a member of the United Nation’s World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). Article 45 of the protocol amending the Treaty
that established Caribbean Community Secretariat (CARICOM) commits
all 15 members to implement stronger IP protection and enforcement.
The administration of intellectual property laws in Dominica is under
the responsibility of the attorney general. The registration of patents,
trademarks, and service marks is administered by the companies and
Intellectual Property Ofﬁce.
Dominica has a legal system based on British common law. Foreign
nationals receive the same legal protection as local citizens. The police
and court systems are unbiased in commercial matters, and the government operates in a generally transparent manner. The judicial system
generally upholds the sanctity of contracts, although court proceedings
can last years. The judiciary is independent and trials are generally fair.

Editor’s Choice - IP Law Firm of the Year in Guatemala
BERGER, PEMUELLER & ASSOCIATES
Cristian Pemueller Berger
Partner
Tel: +(502) 2244-1200
cpemueller@bpalaw.net
www.bpalaw.net

Berger, Pemueller & Associates offers a wide spectrum of legal services,

This constant communication with the client enables the ﬁrm to

serving small, medium to large sized businesses, banks, ﬁnancial

achieve its strategic goals, creating a long lasting bond with each client.

Republic of Guatemala and the Central America region.

Intellectual Property

With two generations of legal practice, the ﬁrm’s dynamism and

provides comprehensive services pertaining to protection and regis-

institutions, real state projects and individual clients throughout the

continuous preparation of high qualiﬁed professionals and efﬁcient staff
are highly conducive to achieving clients’ goals in all legal and corporate
areas.
The ﬁrm is characterised by its responsive approach to client needs;
moreover, its advisers strive to understanding clients’ businesses as well
as their unique legal situations – in order to obtain the best results in an
expeditious manner.
Partner Cristian Pemueller Berger noted that the main objective ruling
Berger, Pemueller & Associates’ work is to provide clients with the best
legal and public notary services dealing with speciﬁc areas of practice.
These practices include corporate business, labour and employment
law, banking and ﬁnance, intellectual property, real state, state planning,
dispute resolution, litigation and tax law, among others.

With its partners’ extensive experience in intellectual property, the ﬁrm
tration of trademarks, commercial names, propaganda expressions or
signals, mark renovations, retrospective searches, copyrights, licences
and agreements, trade secrets and strategic IP consulting.
Mr Pemueller Berger added: “In addition, we provide management
and protection of patents, drawings and industrial designs, utility
models, domain names and all related issues with litigation and dispute
resolution regarding IP rights and unfair competition. This extends to all
type of processes, enforcement and actions, being judicial or administrative.
“The ﬁrm also is part of a network of IP law ﬁrms focused on the
highest standards of quality service. This allows us to ensure excellence
in legal protection for our clients, locally, in the Central American region,
as well as internationally.”
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Bankruptcy Law Firm of the Year in Mexico
Rivera Gaxiola, Carrasco y Barrera, S.C
Alonso Rivera Gaxiola
Founding and Senior Partner
Tel: +52 55 1084 1230
arivera@rgcyb.com
www.rgcyb.com

Rivera Gaxiola, Carrasco y Barrera, S.C is a law ﬁrm specialized mainly

Areas of Expertise:

ings, Shareholders’ Controversies, Commercial, Civil and Administrative

· International and Domestic Arbitration

coordination between paralegals at court and associates at the ofﬁce to

· Financial Restructurings

importance of the client-lawyer relationship at all times, in order to ensure

· Telecommunications

case’s duration.

· Bonds and Bails

The law ﬁrm was founded on December 2, 2002. Our headquarters

· Energy

in litigation, speciﬁcally in areas of Bankruptcies, Financial Restructur-

· Civil, Commercial and Administrative Litigation

Litigation. We are known for being an uncompromising ﬁrm, with strict

· Bankruptcies

enhance a greater control of our cases. Moreover, we emphasize the

· Shareholders Controversies and Disputes

greater understanding of procedure and strategy throughout any given

· Aviation Law
· Insurance

are located in Mexico City, with an ofﬁce in Nuevo León, Monterrey.
We have practiced all over the country, through our own staff or through
strategic alliances and associations with top local ﬁrms. Nowadays, we
are one of the most prestigious and well known ﬁrms in Mexico.

Partner Proﬁle

Alonso Rivera Gaxiola, Founding and Senior Partner of Rivera Gaxiola y
Asociados, S.C., is an Attorney by the Universidad Nacional Autónoma
de México. He has extensive experience in civil, commercial, corporate
and administrative litigation throughout the country, as well as in national
and international arbitration, bankruptcies and ﬁnancial restructurings.

Litigation Law Firm of the Year in Mexico
Rivera Gaxiola, Carrasco y Barrera, S.C
Alonso Rivera Gaxiola
Founding and Senior Partner
Tel: +52 55 1084 1230
arivera@rgcyb.com
www.rgcyb.com

Rivera Gaxiola, Carrasco y Barrera, S.C is a law ﬁrm specialized mainly

Areas of Expertise:

ings, Shareholders’ Controversies, Commercial, Civil and Administrative

· International and Domestic Arbitration

coordination between paralegals at court and associates at the ofﬁce to

· Financial Restructurings

importance of the client-lawyer relationship at all times, in order to ensure

· Telecommunications

case’s duration.

· Bonds and Bails

The law ﬁrm was founded on December 2, 2002. Our headquarters are

· Energy

in litigation, speciﬁcally in areas of Bankruptcies, Financial Restructur-

· Civil, Commercial and Administrative Litigation

Litigation. We are known for being an uncompromising ﬁrm, with strict

· Bankruptcies

enhance a greater control of our cases. Moreover, we emphasize the

· Shareholders Controversies and Disputes

greater understanding of procedure and strategy throughout any given

· Aviation Law
· Insurance

located in Mexico City, with an ofﬁce in Nuevo León, Monterrey. We have
practiced all over the country, through our own staff or through strategic
alliances and associations with top local ﬁrms. Nowadays, we are one of
the most prestigious and well known ﬁrms in Mexico.

Partner Proﬁle

Alonso Rivera Gaxiola, Founding and Senior Partner of Rivera Gaxiola y
Asociados, S.C., is an Attorney by the Universidad Nacional Autónoma
de México. He has extensive experience in civil, commercial, corporate
and administrative litigation throughout the country, as well as in national
and international arbitration, bankruptcies and ﬁnancial restructurings.
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Industry Choice - Mining Law Firm of the Year in Mexico

Todd Y Asociados
Fernando Todd Dip
Partner
Tel: +52(55) 5203-6333
ftodd@todd.com.mx
www.todd.com.mx

TyA advises on the negotiation and preparation of all kind of mining agreements, including royalties, assignment
of mining concessions, options, drilling, exploration and exploitation and day-to-day mining operation.
Todd Y Asociados (TyA), established in 2000, is a
boutique law ﬁrm specialising in rendering top quality
legal advice to all sort of Mexican companies, foreign
companies, Mexican companies with foreign investment, Mexican and international ﬁnancial institutions,
authorities and individuals.
Its practice areas include: corporate, mining, shareholders-corporate disputes, transactional (M&A – ﬁnance) foreign investments,
corporate governance, aviation, securities and banking, litigation,
tax and administrative, among other areas.
TyA is proud to be one of the best mining law practices in Mexico. Regarding corporate matters, it handles the incorporation of
companies, corporate groups and joint ventures, corporate control
and corporate books maintenance, shareholder meetings, and
corporate restructures and reorganisations. The ﬁrm also handles
matters relating to mining M&A, including mining due diligences,
acquisition of mining projects through the purchase of assets, or
by the purchase of shares of companies with mining projects and
mining joint ventures.
Further, TyA advises on the negotiation and preparation of all
kind of mining agreements, including royalties, assignment of
mining concessions, options, drilling, exploration and exploitation
and day-to-day mining operation. It counsels on regulatory and
administrative matters in connection with the legal status of mining
concessions, compliance before the mining authorities and its
registry, Environmental Ministry (SEMARNAT), National Security
Ministry for the use of Explosives and procedures for the obtention of permits before all sort of authorities related with the mining
industry (SEDENA, SEMARNAT, DGAC, CONAGUA, CFE, CRE).
The ﬁrm handles labour matters, such as the incorporation of
services companies, negotiation and preparation of Employment
Agreements of Union or Non-union Employees. It advises on the
implementation of strategies for the resolution of crisis such as:
media coverage, political lobbying, and legal advice, among
others.
TyA regularly participates in the Mexican Mining Chamber
(CAMINMEX), Canadian and American Chamber of Commerce,
(CANCHAM and AMCHAM). In the CANCHAM the ﬁrm has participated in the Mining Task Force Committee, representing several
clients.
Fernando Todd Dip, a partner at the ﬁrm since 2006, specialises in corporate law, mining, transactional, ﬁnance and M&A, shareholders and corporate disputes and corporate litigation. Mr Todd
advises mining companies with participation in Mexico and abroad

in their daily corporate operations, as well as companies in the acquisition of mining projects through the purchase of assets or companies.
He also handles corporate restructures and reorganisations with their
holding companies in addition to mining M&A with broad participation
in mining due diligences.
In addition, Mr Todd advises on the negotiation and preparation of
mining agreements (royalties, exploration, joint ventures), as well with
the ﬁnancing of mining companies for the development of new projects. He handles the organisation and planning of mining companies
in their initial or secondary offerings in stock exchanges in Mexico, US,
Canada and Germany, among other stock exchanges.
Moreover, he handles regularisation and daily control and maintenance of regulatory matters of mining concessions before the Public
Registry of Mines, Mining Bureau, National Defense Ministry for the use
of explosives, Environmental Ministry and Aviation Authority.
TyA is constantly advising in and implementing transactional strategies, including mergers and acquisitions; investment strategies and
structures for the acquisition, merger or spin-offs of companies and
assets; and agreements related to the acquisition and sale of ongoing
businesses, companies or assets, shares and equity quotas, among
others.
The ﬁrm assists with procedures before the Federal Antitrust
Commission, and authorisations and notiﬁcations before the Antitrust
Commission. It also advises on loans, credits, structured credits and
ﬁnancial transactions, including local and international loans, Risk Capital Loans and Credits, leases and other ﬁnancial structures. Further,
TyA handles the restructuring of credits and loans, credit and reserve
of ownership sale and purchases of real estate, as well as corporate,
real estate and ﬁnancial due diligences in connection with potential
debtors or creditors.
In addition, the ﬁrm handles infrastructure and project ﬁnance;
registry of banks, insurance and re-insurance companies; and private
investment and equity funds. It counsels ﬁnancial institutions and
entities, including credit institutions, investments companies and funds,
nonbanks banks (SOFOMES), brokers, insurance and bonds companies, as well as incorporation of afﬁliates and subsidiaries in Mexico of
foreign ﬁnancial institutions.
At TyA, the lawyers have an interdisciplinary and specialised vision
in their areas of practice, which allows the ﬁrm to have an experienced
wide criteria and a variety of options for each situation. What makes it
different from others is the added value combination of years of experience led by lawyers with more than 30 years advising top level clients –
public and private companies, leaders of the Mexican and international
economy – mixed with a young team of lawyers with fresh, innovative
and efﬁcient knowledge, ideas and experience. This allows TyA to have
a new approach with its clients, creating direct partner-client contact.
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Large Tier - Employment Law Firm of the Year in Mexico
Basham, Ringe y Correa, S.C.
Mr. Jorge G. De Presno Arizpe (Esq.)
Partner
Tel: +(52) (55) 5261 0442
jorgedepresno@basham.com.mx
www.basham.com.mx

Basham, Ringe y Correa, S.C.’s Employment Department is composed of
28 expert lawyers, counsellors and litigators. Meanwhile, the ﬁrm’s clients
include key ﬁgures leading Mexico’s economy – including Fortune 500
companies. The ﬁrm participates in a wide variety of highly sophisticated
labour-related issues, rather than those commonly solved by ‘boutique’
law ﬁrms.
Mr. Jorge G. De Presno Arizpe, partner, noted: “Large ﬁrms are among
our competitors; however, Basham, Ringe y Correa is the largest overall
in the employment sector, and handles sophisticated labour matters and
complex litigation, counselling and strategy.”
According to Mr. De Presno Arizpe, Mexico is currently a highly
attractive business location – more so than in previous years. A recent
reform to the Federal Labor Law gave Mexico’s economy a new lease
of life, challenging Basham, Ringe y Correa’s existing methodology and
approach to solving matters creatively. Similar pro-business pieces of
legislation are in line to be enacted, pertaining to oil, energy and tax.
Mr. De Presno Arizpe added: “Mexico is a jurisdiction ‘based on the
law’, which in fact represents a great complexity against other ‘at will’
jurisdictions. Strong unions and litigation with burden of proof against the
employer provide additional challenges.
“At present, we perform a high volume of advisory and litigation work
related to the organization of unions, always away from the employers’

standpoint. Issues arising from this include strikes and administration of
collective bargaining agreement suits. Complex litigation and workers’
rights are also challenging issues that we handle frequently; however, we
do not advise employees, or unions. Often, we advise foreign nationals
who enter Mexico to carry out lawful activities, always in compliance with
immigration provisions, and working hand-in-hand with corresponding
authorities.”
After the amendments to Immigration Law, which came into effect on
November 9, 2012, harmonizing the criteria of immigration authorities
with the new provisions contained in the Law and its Regulations has
been a complex path. So too has been the training and adaptation process of immigration ofﬁcials, which has seen a slow development.
Looking to the coming months, Mr. De Presno Arizpe concluded: “In
2012, a reform to the Mexican Federal Labor Law was published in the
Federal Ofﬁcial Gazette, and became enforceable in December. This
reform comprises many relevant aspects, among which we may say
ﬁve have caught general attention: new employment modalities; hourly
pay; back pay derived from labour trials; gender equity; and – the most
controverted – outsourcing.
“In the next 12 months we anticipate a lot of innovative and negotiation work – as the reform to the Mexican Federal Labor Law rouses doing
business in Mexico – as well as foreign investment, due to its providing a
new vision for the country’s economy.”

M&A Law Firm of the Year in Mexico
Basham, Ringe y Correa, S.C.
Daniel Del Rio
Partner
Tel: +52 55 5261 0432
delrio@basham.com.mx
www.basham.com.mx

Basham, Ringe y Correa S.C. is one of the largest leading international
full-service law ﬁrms in Latin America. Established in Mexico in 1912, the
ﬁrm draws a century of experience in assisting its clients in conducting
business throughout Mexico.
Basham, Ringe y Correa is constantly asked to represent both Mexican
and international clients in mergers and acquisitions in a wide variety of
industries including manufacturing, media, hotels, pharmaceuticals, textiles, construction, communications and real estate, among others. The
scope of such transactions normally requires collaboration with lawyers
in many practice areas of the ﬁrm, including tax, corporate, antitrust, real
estate, banking, foreign trade, environmental, employment and immigration, in order to ensure a successful outcome.
Notwithstanding the global markets scenario and the worldwide current economic downturn, Mexico continues to be an attractive location
for investment and commercial transactions. With the country’s new
President Enrique Peña Nieto pushing for the structural reforms such as
energy, telecommunications, tax and education, Mexico is likely to see a
greater level of M&A for 2013 when ﬁnal quarter ﬁgures are announced.
“Despite any negative predictions, Mexico remains a resistant
investment market and maintains a solid position as one of the main
investment destinations in Latin America,” noted Daniel Del Rio, partner
at Basham, Ringe y Correa. “Moreover, since our country has a close
commercial relationship with the US, it is expected that many investors

will continue to invest in Mexico.”
According to Mr. Del Rio, there are currently a wide range of opportunities in Mexico related to M&A. Many foreign companies are looking
to invest in Mexico; moreover, Mexican companies continue to expand
abroad.
Mr. Del Rio added: “Regarding mergers and acquisitions in the ﬁrst
half of 2013, Mexico came in ﬁrst among Latin American countries
regarding volume of transactions carried out – 87 operations for a total
amount of approximately 39,205 million dollars. In connection with crossborder operations in the ﬁrst half of the year, Mexican companies carried
out nine acquisitions abroad, for a total amount over 1,200 million dollars.
As regards this type of operation, Mexico came in third place behind
Brazil and Peru. Foreign companies carried out 20 acquisitions of Mexican companies for a total amount of more than 25,000 million dollars.”
The type of purchase agreements used in Mexico for local or internal
purposes differs from the international style or type of agreement since
Mexico has a civil law legal system, and civil and commercial codes that
regulate civil and commercial transactions. The result of this is that many
matters speciﬁcally dealt with in international agreements are not specifically dealt with in Mexican agreements. This is because the parties are
aware that many of the speciﬁc clauses that would normally be included
as terms and conditions are implied by statute.
“This means it is not necessary to repeat them, or enter into the detail
which is necessary for international agreements,” concluded Mr. Del Rio.
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Regional - IP Law Firm of the Year in Mexico
Goodrich Riquelme y Asociados
Enrique Diaz
Senior Partner
Tel: +52 (55) 5525 1422
ediaz@goodrichriquelme.com
www.goodrichriquelme.com

Goodrich Riquelme y Asociados has more than 75 years of experience as
a law ﬁrm. With cross-practice among service areas and industry teams,
its carefully trained lawyers achieve an innovative approach towards the
rendering of contemporary legal services tailored to the demanding business community worldwide. The ﬁrm currently has a professional and administrative staff of more than 250. Its clients are medium-size, as well as
leading global companies of numerous nationalities and economic sectors.
The ﬁrm prides itself in knowing what drives key industry sectors, and
is able to provide the best creative and cost-effective business solutions. It ensures that clients are competently represented wherever their
businesses take them. This is why, in addition to its network of correspondents in Mexico and ofﬁce in Paris (since 1971), the ﬁrm actively participates as founder ﬁrm of the Bomchil Group, an association of independent law ﬁrms with ofﬁces in practically every Latin American country.
Goodrich Riquelme y Asociados practises in the following areas:
antitrust; banking & ﬁnance; bankruptcy; corporate & M&A; environmental
law & climate change; immigration; intellectual property; labour law &
social security; litigation & alternative dispute resolution (ADR); mining
& natural resources; oil & gas; power generation & clean energies; real
estate & tourism; tax law & international trade; TMT; and transportation.
The majority of the ﬁrm’s intellectual property work is for non-Mexican
companies conducting business in Mexico. Its attorneys, engineers and
computer specialists help to adapt foreign patent speciﬁcations and
claims to Mexican law, secure patent inventions and trademark registration and maintain them by handling the necessary renewals.

Goodrich Riquelme y Asociados’ computer system, which is linked to the
Mexican Patent and Trademark Department, permits the ﬁrm to provide
its clients with a timely notice of their intellectual property matters. It
also performs trademark searches as well as preparing and registering
licence agreements.
Due to recent changes in technology, the ﬁrm is increasingly being
called on for assistance in licensing and litigation relating to computer
software as well as for complex licensing negotiations and settlements
involving patents, trademarks and copyrights. Its lawyers handle litigation
for clients in all areas such as licensing, patent and trademark infringement, including counterfeiting, unfair competition cases, pirating and
unlawful duplication of computer software.
Enrique Diaz, Goodrich Riquelme y Asociados’ senior partner, is head
of the ﬁrm’s Industrial and Intellectual Property Department. His practice
areas include: industrial property rights; intellectual property enforcement, infringement and licensing; intellectual property litigation and
protection; intellectual property and international licensing; Internet intellectual property; software licensing; copyright law, licensing, trademark
& patent infringement and litigation; domain name disputes; trademark
& patent ﬁling and prosecution in Mexico and Latin American countries;
trade names; trade dress protection; and sports & entertainment law. He
also handles litigations against the Health Authority due to the unlawful
granting of marketing authorisations that invade IP rights.
Mr Diaz joined the ﬁrm in 1998, ﬁnished law school in 2001, and by
2010 he became the youngest lawyer to have ever been made senior
partner in the ﬁrm’s history.

Private Banking and Wealth Management Law Firm of the Year in Panama
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IP Lawyer of the Year in Arkansas, US
Haltom & Doan Trial & Appellate Counsel
Jennifer Doan
Partner
Tel: +1 903 255 1000
jdoan@haltomdoan.com
www.haltomdoan.com

Haltom & Doan Trial & Appellate Counsel is a diverse boutique of professionals, practising exclusively in civil trial and appellate matters throughout the
Southwest, with attorneys licensed in both Texas and Arkansas. Building on
more than 80 years of courtroom experience, the ﬁrm focuses on representing clients in complex business disputes, intellectual property cases, pharmaceutical defence, as well as catastrophic personal injury, products liability and
environmental litigation.
Haltom & Doan takes pride in the expertise of its lawyers and staff, in a
wide range of substantive areas: business and commercial, class actions,
insurance defence, environmental/toxic tort, intellectual property, personal
injury, pharmaceutical litigation, product liability, medical device litigation
and appellate practice.
Jennifer Haltom Doan, Haltom & Doan partner, is licensed to practice
in Texas and Arkansas and all federal courts in both states. She has tried
or argued cases in federal courts in both states, district courts throughout Texas and circuit courts throughout Arkansas. She has also handled
appeals in Arkansas and Texas appellate courts, the United States Court
of Appeals for the Fifth and Eighth Circuits and the United States Supreme
Court. In addition, she has arbitrated cases before the National Association
of Securities Dealers.
Throughout her 18 years of experience as a trial lawyer, Ms Doan has
handled a diverse array of complex litigation involving environmental and
toxic tort claims, pharmaceutical litigation, intellectual property, personal
injury, product liability, class actions and business controversies. She has

served as lead trial counsel on behalf of large and small businesses as well
as individuals.
Some of the cases she has been involved in include serving as lead trial
counsel in defending a large aluminium company against 374 residents
claiming personal injury, medical monitoring and property damage. She
has also served as lead counsel for plaintiffs in a large construction and
mould contamination matter and negotiated one of the largest settlements
of this type of litigation in Southwest Arkansas. Further, she has represented
numerous technology companies in federal courts throughout East Texas
as local counsel in intellectual property matters, including several Markman
hearings.
Ms Doan is board certiﬁed in both civil trial law and personal injury trial
law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. She is a member of the
American Board of Trial Advocates and a life fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation, the Arkansas Bar Foundation and the College of the State Bar of Texas.
Further, Ms Doan has recently been selected as a charter fellow of the
Litigation Counsel of America. She is a member of the American Bar Association, the State Bar of Texas, the Arkansas Bar Association, the Northeast
Texas Bar Association, the Southwest Arkansas Bar Association, the Eastern
District of Texas Bar Association, the Bar Association of the Fifth Federal
Circuit, the Texarkana Bar Association and the Texarkana Young Lawyers
Association.
Ms Doan is also a member of the International Association of Defense
Counsel, the Defense Research Institute, the Arkansas Association of Defense Counsel and the Texas Association of Defense Counsel.
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Government Contracts Law Firm of the Year in California, US
Holland & Knight
Alan Dickson
Partner
Tel: +1 213.896.2415
alan.dickson@hklaw.com
www.hklaw.com

Alan Dickson is a partner in Holland & Knight’s Los
Angeles ofﬁce and a member of the ﬁrm’s Government
Contracts Practice Group. The ﬁrm has more than
1,000 attorneys and operates from 18 ofﬁces in the
U.S. and in several foreign locations, including Beijing,
Bogota, Mexico City, and Abu Dhabi. Its attorneys work
in almost 200 legal practice specialties. Mr. Dickson
has counseled public and private sector clients for
about 45 years on a wide range of government, commercial and construction contracting issues, and related
litigation at the federal, state, and local levels. He was
educated at Yale University (B.A., History); Harvard
University (J.D., Law); and George Washington University (LL.M., Government Procurement Law). He also
participated in additional graduate and special studies
at the Universities of Wisconsin and New Mexico. He is
a retired Colonel in the U.S. Air Force’s Judge Advocate
General’s Corps, and received several accolades for
his Air Force work on contracts and other legal issues.
Mr. Dickson counsels and represents clients in many
industries, including software and computer products,
heavy equipment manufacturing, strategic defense
studies, engineering and environmental services, construction, aerospace, healthcare, and research and development. His interest in the governmental aspects of
contracting stems in part from his family’s long history
of military service for the United States (including in the
Revolution a famous ﬁghter from Sanquhar in Scotland
named Josiah Dickson, Alan’s great-great-great grandfather), through both World Wars and of more recent
vintage) and British Merchant Marine service from
seven generations of world-sailing Master Mariners
surnamed Green out of Liverpool, on his mother’s side.
His family’s Dickson coat of arms reﬂects features from
the family’s dual Scottish origins in Clan Keith (the red
stripes) and Clan Douglas (the star-shaped “mullets”).

Mr. Dickson’s experience includes matters involving prime and subcontractor relationships, security clearances, cost disputes, criminal
investigations, contract terminations, debarment, voluntary and mandatory disclosures, “defective pricing” under the Truth-in-Negotiations Act, procurement aspects of corporate mergers, whistleblower
litigation, “teaming agreements” and joint ventures, federal grants,
small business issues, claims for additional contractor compensation, bid protests, conﬂicts of interest and protection of proprietary
technology. Even US Government attorneys who were adverse to
Mr. Dickson’s clients in previous cases have recommended him to
companies seeking competent Government Contracts representation.
Mr. Dickson has authored or co-authored more than 70 articles,
books and other publications primarily focused on issues and legal
concepts arising in the context of U.S. Government procurement
practices and requirements. He has also written articles reﬂecting
his years of study in the ﬁeld of history, including “The Professional
Life of Francis C. Wilson of Santa Fe: A Preliminary Sketch”, 51 New
Mexico Historical Review 35 (1976); and “Some Historical Notes,
With Comment on Procurement Law in the Confederacy”, 9 National
Contract Management Journal (#2) 106 (1976). He often regrets
that he has little time to devote to playing any of his ﬁve guitars, but
every now and then he seizes one and holds forth.
Among his notable matters, Mr. Dickson has: persuaded federal
authorities not to prosecute or debar client companies accused of
fraud; negotiated creative settlements of complex matters; successfully assisted contractors in “cost overrun” recoveries; obtained one
of the largest termination settlements ever achieved in a federal
design-build “third-party ﬁnanced” contract in Alaska; assisted
companies in numerous navigations of the changing currents of
regulations on “organizational conﬂicts of interest”; and litigated and
resolved issues arising from U.S. military and other contracts in Iraq
and Afghanistan. He can be reached at: alan.dickson@hklaw.com;
or by telephone: 213-896-2415; or by mail at: Alan Dickson, Esq.,
Holland & Knight LLP, 400 South Hope Street, 8th Floor, Los Angeles, California 90071. One of Alan’s mottos is: “The cheapest and
most effective legal advice is that which is received prior to trouble

making an appearance at one’s front door”. In addition to working in
the government contracting arena, Mr. Dickson also serves to guide
new or prospective ﬁrm clients to appropriate attorneys in the ﬁrm
who are experts in other ﬁelds of legal practice.
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Life Sciences Lawyer of the Year in California, US
Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth, P.C
Michael Brown
Partner
Tel: +1 858 926-3007
mbrown@sycr.com
www.sycr.com

Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth, P.C represents companies who seek a sophisticated law ﬁrm with highly experienced counsel to guide critical transactions and
disputes. With more than 110 lawyers working out of ofﬁces in Newport Beach,
Reno, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Santa Monica, Sacramento and San Francisco,
it has positioned itself as one of the west coast’s leading business law ﬁrms.
The ﬁrm practises in the following areas: bankruptcy and restructuring; business
litigation; compliance and corporate governance; corporate law; employment law;
fund formation; intellectual property; international law; life sciences; media and
entertainment; mergers and acquisitions; public ﬁnance; public law; real estate;
securities litigation and enforcement; tax; and white collar criminal defence.
Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth’s life science practice group counsels the
companies driving innovation to improve human health. It provides sophisticated
counsel to medical device, pharmaceutical, and biotechnology companies at all
stages of development, from early-stage entrepreneurial ventures through mature,
global public companies.
For the past four years, the ﬁrm has been selected as one of California’s leading life science law ﬁrms by Chambers & Partners, the premier ranking source for
law ﬁrms and attorneys. It applies its more than 35 years of corporate experience
to the legal needs of its life science industry clients.
The life science practice group covers areas such as: strategic alliances, joint
ventures, licensing arrangements, mergers and acquisitions, executive compensation and employee incentive plans, securities law, debt and lease ﬁnancing,
venture capital and other private ﬁnancing, public offerings and company formation. It works together with its employment, tax, litigation, real estate, intellectual
property and mergers and acquisitions groups to provide the full spectrum of
legal services to all of its clients.

The group is representing Tandem Diabetes Care and Biocept in their initial
public offerings. Further, the ﬁrm recently represented Spectrum Pharmaceuticals
(Nasdaq: SPPI) in its acquisition of Talon Therapeutics (OTCQB: TLON); Skylight
Healthcare Systems in securing a loan from GE Capital’s Healthcare Financial
Services; ReVision Optics in its Series E Preferred Stock ﬁnancing for $39.7
million; Nexus Biosystems in its acquisition by Brooks Automation’s Life Sciences
Group; and Ligand Pharmaceuticals (Nasdaq: LGND) in its acquisitions of Metabasis and Neurogen.
Michael Brown is a shareholder in Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth’s life science group. Mr. Brown provides corporate counseling to life science companies,
as well as the venture capital ﬁrms, private equity ﬁrms and strategic investors
that ﬁnance them. Often serving as outside general counsel for his life science
clients, Mr. Brown has successfully guided numerous companies from initial
ﬁnancings through liquidity events. He manages a broad range of major business
transactions including: private offerings (such as venture capital ﬁnancings for
SGB, Nexus Biosystems, Finistere Ventures, and Biotech Investment Group);
public offerings (such as Biocept’s initial public offering and Harbor BioSciences’
registered direct offering); mergers and acquisitions (such as Nexus Biosystems’
acquisition by Brooks Automation’s Life Sciences Group and Ligand Pharmaceuticals’ acquisitions of Metabasis and Neurogen); and commercial transactions
(such as AIT’s license agreement with CareFusion).
In 2013 and 2012, Mr. Brown was named as “Top Corporate Transactional Attorney,” and in 2012, as a “Young Inﬂuential,” by The San Diego Daily Transcript.
Also in 2013, Mr. Brown was named “Life Sciences Law – Lawyer of the Year in
California” by Corporate Intl Magazine. Mr. Brown serves on the board of directors of Biocom, the leading trade association of Southern California’s life sciences
industry, and is a frequent lecturer on topics relevant to the life sciences industry.

SME - Litigation Law Firm of the Year in Colorado, US
Anderson & Jahde, P.C.
Steven Anderson
Managing Partner
Tel: +1 303-782-0003
steven@andersonjahde.com
www.andersonjahde.com

Founded over 18 years ago, Anderson & Jahde, P.C. is a boutique law ﬁrm
in the metro Denver area dedicated to helping taxpayers resolve civil and
criminal tax cases with the IRS and state and local taxing authorities. The
ﬁrm’s broad-base of tax experts includes CPA lawyers, former IRS trial lawyers with up to 28 years of experience with the IRS, former special assistant
United States attorneys, trial lawyers, tax law professors and tax lawyers—
which, in combination, offers taxpayers uniquely qualiﬁed representation by
one of the most talented and experienced tax law ﬁrms in the United States.
With IRS’s Criminal Investigation working hard to bring an end to taxpayers
hiding assets and income offshore, in some instances, with unprecedented
cooperation from the international community, even innocent and unwitting
taxpayers can face potentially frightening and draconian consequences of
simply not knowing or not understanding the rules of foreign compliance.
Even many experienced tax practitioners do not sufﬁciently understand
how best to help taxpayers ﬁnd the safest course of action in solving their
speciﬁc problems with offshore money, assets or income.
Since the very beginning of the IRS’s Offshore Voluntary Disclosure Initiative in 2009, Anderson & Jahde has been there, bringing their extensive
experience in handling civil and criminal tax cases to help taxpayers ﬁnd
the safest solutions to offshore tax problems. In fact, other attorneys and
accountants often call upon Anderson & Jahde to help solve their clients’
and their own tax problems. Even former IRS employees look to Anderson
& Jahde for assistance. Whether individual, corporate or international,
Anderson & Jahde has the know-how and experience to help.

Tax litigation and IRS disputes involve unique procedures and issues,
which is why other attorneys and accountants often contact Anderson & Jahde to assist and advise them in representing their clients with tax problems.
Steven Anderson, Anderson & Jahde’s managing partner, co-founded the ﬁrm in 1995 and has since been a leading Colorado tax attorney,
representing clients and litigating cases of all types and sizes, for over a
quarter century. He practices in the following areas: federal, state, civil and
criminal tax controversy; accountants’ liability; sales and use tax disputes
and business litigation.
Mr. Anderson is a tax member of the American Bar Association, as
well as a member of the Colorado Society of Certiﬁed Public Accountants,
American Institute of Certiﬁed Public Accountants, Colorado Trial Lawyers
Association and Denver Tax Association. He has been awarded Martindale
Hubbell’s Preeminent rating in ethics and professional skill. He is a member
of the bar of the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals, the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals and the United States Supreme
Court.
His success in helping taxpayers and accountants in trouble has also
led to his demand as a prominent lecturer. For 20 years, Mr. Anderson has
authored and instructed continuing education courses for attorneys and
CPAs wanting to learn the keys to his success in handling tax controversies.
He also advises and lectures at some of the largest accounting ﬁrms and is
a contributing author in one of the leading tax publications—‘Representing
Taxpayers Before The New IRS’—published by the tax section of the American Bar Association.
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Personal Injury Law Firm of the Year in Connecticut, US

Wrongful Death • Medical Malpractice • Automobile Accidents
Practicing in... MoheganTribal Courts
MashantucketTribal Courts

Humbert J. Polito, Jr., Esq.
Admitted in CT & RI
CT Super Lawyer

Michael J. Quinn, Esq.
Admitted in CT
CT Super Lawyer

James M. Harrington, Esq.

Admitted in CT & Tribal Courts
CT Rising Star

(860) 447-3300 | 567 Vauxhall Street Ext., Suite 230 | Waterford, CT 06385 | www.politoandquinn.com
Personal Injury Law Firm of the Year in Connecticut, US 1

Boutique - Trusts & Estates Law Firm of the Year in Florida, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
US
16/10/13

06:32:37

CORREIRA & CORREIRA LLP
David J. Correira, Esq.
Managing Partner
Tel: +1 800 699 5040
david@correiralaw.com
www.correiralaw.com

Correira & Correira LLP is a full service boutique trust and estate law ﬁrm
focusing on trust and estate dispute resolution, shareholder litigation, tax
and business planning, estate planning and administration, elder law and
disability planning, special needs trusts and structured settlements.
The ﬁrm has ofﬁces in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Florida, as well
as a number of afﬁliate ofﬁces. It is a boutique ﬁrm providing large ﬁrm
expertise with small ﬁrm client service. Its aim is to provide clients with
value, commitment and service.
David J. Correira, Correira & Correira LLP managing partner, is a
nationally recognised estate and trust lawyer with two decades of experience litigating conservatorships, wills, estates and trusts and guardianship cases. He specialises in estate planning, estate administration, elder
law, probate, guardianship, tax law, trust and estate litigation, and tax and
business planning.
Attorney Correira has consulted with colleagues overseas on international tax matters for multinational clients. He has also worked with lawyers
across the country on various issues related to trusts and estates.
He is a member of both the Rhode Island State Bar and the Massachusetts State Bar, and has been rated as one of the top ﬁve estate planning
lawyers in Southern New England by a leading regional publication.
Further, he is widely published on various areas of estate taxes,
probate administration, and disability planning. He has taught law school
courses and advanced legal studies programs on taxation and business

planning. He has also been active in numerous community groups and
civic affairs.
Prior to establishing Correira & Correira LLP, Mr Correira served as a
legal and legislative counsel for several utility companies. More recently,
he was a partner at the national law ﬁrm of Holland & Knight LLP.
The lawyers at Correira & Correira LLP represent bank and corporate
trustees in litigation and structured settlements, as well as representing
beneﬁciaries in will contests, in real estate partition matters and in disputes
with private trustees at the probate, superior and appellate court levels.
The ﬁrm has negotiated disputes involving the allocation of estate
taxes and ﬁduciary liability and have successfully secured court approval
for trust reformations and the creation of special needs trusts. Their work
includes protecting family homestead lands by using conservation easements and helping clients donate to land trusts and apply for tree-farm
status.
Correira & Correira LLP assists private wealth clients in business
formations including family limited partnerships, limited liability companies
and ‘S’ corporations, as well as with estate planning and family transactions. The ﬁrm has also worked with clients to establish public and private
foundations and to create charitable trusts.
Moreover, Correira & Correira LLP is often consulted by lawyers across
the country and abroad on various issues related to trusts, estates, elder
law and disability planning. Lawyers in the ﬁrm have appeared “mo hac
vice” in several states to handle complex trust and estate litigation.
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Anti-Trust Lawyer of the Year in Illinois, US
Sperling & Slater
Paul Slater
Partner
Tel: +1 312-641-3200
pes@sperling-law.com
www.sperling-law.com

Sperling & Slater, founded 38 years ago, has a nationwide and international
practice focusing on complex commercial and business disputes. Over the
years it has developed extensive experience representing both plaintiffs and
defendants in a vast array of the law’s substantive areas.
The ﬁrm has been regularly approved as counsel by insurance carriers for
major director-and-ofﬁcer litigation. It is often hired to initiate or defend highstakes litigation by clients of all sizes, from individual entrepreneurs to Fortune
500 companies. In addition, attorneys from the country’s most prestigious
large law ﬁrms regularly call on Sperling & Slater to represent them or their
clients in important, bet-the-company disputes.
Sperling & Slater’s most frequent practice areas include: antitrust; international commercial arbitrations; bankruptcy litigation; commercial litigation;
directors and ofﬁcers liability; intellectual property; securities; and tax shelter
litigation.
The ﬁrm has a longstanding and successful antitrust practice. Paul Slater,
Sperling & Slater partner, in particular, who has taught antitrust law since
the 1970s, specialises in antitrust law and devotes the majority of his time to
antitrust matters. Other members of the ﬁrm are also regularly involved in its
antitrust practice.
Paul Slater has been a partner at Sperling & Slater since he co-founded the
ﬁrm in 1976. His practice focuses heavily on antitrust law. His other areas of
focus include patents, unfair competition, and complex commercial disputes.
Mr Slater has received favourable judgments on behalf of numerous antitrust
plaintiffs and defendants in both private treble-damage and injunction actions.
Mr Slater recently prevailed on behalf of Bering Truck Co. against Hyundai

Motor Co. in an international arbitration and, based on that judgement, successfully settled an unfair competition claim against Hyundai and Daimler Benz.
Mr Slater was retained in connection with the bankruptcy of United Airlines,
as special counsel to the Ofﬁcial Committee of Unsecured Creditors to investigate and prosecute alleged antitrust violations by a large group of public debt
holders who controlled a signiﬁcant percentage of planes in United’s ﬂeet.
Further, in combination with a prominent Chicago patent ﬁrm, Mr Slater and
his partner, Greg Shinall, conducted a four-week jury trial in which the client, M3
Systems, was accused by C.R. Bard of infringing two of its patents. M3 Systems
counterclaimed for antitrust violations. The jury found for M3 Systems and
against Bard on all counts. Both of C.R. Bard’s patents were invalidated and
the jury awarded M3 Systems millions of dollars in antitrust damages. The US
Supreme Court refused to review the Federal Circuit’s decision afﬁrming the key
patent and antitrust verdicts. This is believed to be the only successful prosecution of a predatory product modiﬁcation claim in the history of the Sherman Act.
Most recently, Mr Slater represented national chain retailers, both supermarkets and pharmacies, against MasterCard and Visa, asserting that
restrictions imposed on the retailers by the credit card defendants violated
the antitrust laws. The matter was successfully settled at the end of 2012 and
requires both MasterCard and Visa to signiﬁcantly change their behaviour
toward all retailers in the United States.
The ﬁrm was also counsel for plaintiffs in litigation involving claims that the
plaintiffs had been thwarted in their efforts to acquire the Chicago Bulls of the
National Basketball Association. After separate trials on liability and damages,
the district court entered judgment for plaintiffs against all defendants and the
judgment was afﬁrmed by the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals.

Business Immigration Law Firm of the Year in Massachusetts, US
Savitz Law Offices, P.C.
Bennett Savitz
Partner
Tel: +1 (617) 723-7111
bsavitz@immigrationoptions.com
www.immigrationoptions.com

Savitz Law Ofﬁces, P.C. (ImmigrationOptions.com) provides legal services and expertise in all areas of immigration and nationality law both for
corporate clients and individuals. In addition to obtaining temporary visas
and permanent resident (Green Card) status for foreign nationals, we help
clients to ﬁle to become naturalized U.S. Citizens, and to solve speciﬁc
problems with the Immigration Service or other government agencies.
We have extensive experience working with the myriad of government
entities involved in immigration matters, including the U.S. Immigration
Service, the Department of Labor, and the State Department (including U.S. Consulates and Embassies abroad). We have developed a
worldwide network of contacts and other resources in order to assist our
clients on any matter, from the routine to the extraordinary. We tailor our
representation to meet the unique needs of each client.
Bennett Savitz has practiced exclusively in the area of immigration law and has been an active member of the American Immigration
Lawyers Association (AILA) since 1994, serving on numerous local and
national AILA committees, helping shape policies and procedures for
the entire Immigration Bar. He has also served as the Chapter Chair of
the New England Chapter of AILA. He is currently teaching a Graduate
School course on Immigration Law at Lesley University.
Since 2008, Bennett Savitz has been selected as one of Boston’s Best
Lawyers in Immigration Law by Best Lawyers of America, a trademarked

publication described as “the leading referral list in the legal profession.”
Please go to www.bestlawyers.com for the most recent listing. Best
Lawyers selects attorneys for listings based upon nominations by and
voting by attorneys in the ﬁeld: “They must earn a spot through
exemplary legal work that attracts the notice of their colleagues.”
Bennett Savitz speaks frequently and writes numerous articles on
various aspects of Immigration Law. He has also authored articles in
AILA’s Immigration & Nationality Law, a nationally distributed handbook
published annually at the national convention, where he is frequently
a speaker. He was also the Chairman for a series of Immigration Law
seminars sponsored by Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education.
Additionally, he was the editor of their two-volume reference set entitled,
Immigration Law Primer.
Bennett Savitz also presents immigration information annually to
thousands of attendees at the BIO international biotechnology conferences, the Paciﬁc Rim international biotechnology conferences, and the
INTERPHEX international pharmaceutical conferences. He also presented immigration information to thousands of Human Resource professionals at the SHRM Global Forum and SHRM World Congress.
Bennett Savitz graduated cum laude from the University of California
at San Diego in 1990 with a degree in Political Science. He received
both his M.A. in International Relations and his J.D. from Boston University in 1993, where he graduated as an Edward F. Hennessey Scholar.
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Editor’s Choice - Corporate Law Firm of the Year in Massachusetts, US
Feinberg Hanson LLP
David Feinberg
Founding Partner
Tel: +1 (781) 283-5775
dfeinberg@feinberghanson.com
www.feinberghanson.com

Feinberg Hanson LLP is a boutique corporate law ﬁrm, specialising in
representing entrepreneurs starting and ﬁnancing businesses, as well
as assisting in matters of general corporate law. The ﬁrm’s core practice
areas range from venture capital, corporate ﬁnance and M&A to licensing,
securities law, executive employment and corporate governance.
The lawyers in the ﬁrm are comprised of highly credentialed former
large ﬁrm partners and attorneys with signiﬁcant corporate ﬁnance and
transactional experience. The ﬁrm is also recognised by clients and
peers in publications including Chambers USA, Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers in America and the Legal 500.
Feinberg Hanson brings a businessperson’s perspective to the
practice of law. Its professionals are not simply lawyers representing
entrepreneurs – they are also strategic advisers who take an active role
in clients’ businesses, providing the technical legal advice they require
with the speed and precision they demand.
Founding partner David Feinberg noted: “We bring a visionary
perspective to the practice of corporate law by providing creative and
intelligent solutions to complex legal and business issues, and serve
as a catalyst for the success of our clients. Our primary focus is on
partnering with clients to understand their businesses, and to function
seamlessly as a part of their management teams.”
The advisers at Feinberg Hanson are responsive, efﬁcient and
dedicated to providing outstanding legal services to clients. They

emphasise speed and judgement without compromising precision and
clarity. Moreover, the ﬁrm as a whole is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell.
Mr Feinberg noted: “We believe it is essential for corporate lawyers to
make sure that various parties to a transaction have a clear meeting of
minds, and that the legal documentation evidencing our clients’ agreements are drafted without ambiguity. On this foundation, we seek to build
for the success of our clients by layering in equity ﬁnancings, acquisition
work, licensing and commercial contracts that contribute to success.”
Regarding the ﬁrm’s successes of the past 12 months, he added: “We
have completed more than 15 private placements for our entrepreneurial
clients this year, and have signiﬁcantly expanded our M&A practice,
completing seven buy-side and sell-side acquisitions. In doing so, we
have solidiﬁed our position as a boutique ﬁrm that clients recognise as
a vital alternative to large corporate law ﬁrms.
“The ﬁrm currently focuses its practice on the representation of
deal-stage entrepreneurs and high growth companies. We are experienced
corporate lawyers with signiﬁcant expertise in coordinating the work of
multiple law ﬁrms in numerous jurisdictions. We are coordinating efforts
of a signiﬁcant client purchasing an Irish telecommunications company,
have worked with numerous UK transactions and recently completed two
US-Canadian cross-border transactions.
“In the coming months, we will continue upgrading and expanding
our practice. This extends to leveraging our skills in securities laws,
M&A as well as growth-stage equity ﬁnancings.”

Technology Law Firm of the Year in Michigan, US
Young Basile
Andrew Basile Jr.
President
Tel: +1 248-244-0104
abasile@youngbasile.com
www.youngbasile.com

Young Basile, founded in 1972, provides a full range of intellectual property
legal services to clients in technology-intensive industries. The ﬁrm’s practice areas include patent prosecution, litigation, trademarks and technology
transactions. Its clients come from the software, semiconductor, electronics,
medical device and automotive industries.
Andrew Basile Jr., president of the ﬁrm, concentrates his practice in intellectual property and technology transactions relating to software, hardware,
electronics, semiconductors and the Internet. An experienced patent attorney, he manages large patent portfolios and frequently provides clients with
opinions and strategic advice in regard to infringement and other contested
matters. He also handles a wide variety of technology-related commercial
transactions including alliances and licenses.
National Practice. The ﬁrm has a national practice. It is the only
Michigan-based law ﬁrm to maintain an ofﬁce in Silicon Valley, from where
it draws about half its billings representing software and electronics companies of all sizes. The ﬁrm has also recently opened ofﬁces in Chicago and
has announced plans to open an ofﬁce in Philadelphia in late 2013.
Technology Focus. Young Basile has the technology savvy of a typical
IP boutique but marries that with a robust transaction and litigation practice
to provide high technology companies with a full range of legal services,
including corporate, employment, commercial litigation, licensing and
intellectual property. For a start-up or early-stage tech company, the ﬁrm
provides a cost-effective alternative to a large general practice ﬁrm.
Litigation. Young Basile has a substantial litigation practice, concentrating on intellectual property but also including technology-related commercial and employment matters. The ﬁrm’s attorneys have signiﬁcant trial and

appellate experience in federal and state court and have handled matters
overseas as well.
Technology Transactions. The ﬁrm frequently represents buyers and
sellers of technology in both commercial and strategic transactions,
including acquisitions, licensing, outsourcing, development, and distribution arrangements such as OEM and VAR agreements. What distinguishes
Young Basile from many other ﬁrms is that its attorneys meld sophisticated
transaction capabilities with engineering backgrounds, and therefore understand both the business and technological underpinnings of these deals.
Patents. The ﬁrm has prepared and prosecuted thousands of patent
applications in many technical areas. It assists clients in identifying and resolving potential infringement claims before going to market, and prepares
opinions of non-infringement and invalidity. Its well-established network of
foreign associates allows it to ﬁle, prosecute and maintain patents worldwide.
Trademarks. The ﬁrm has a sophisticated trademark practice representing clients throughout the country in the procurement and enforcement of
trademark rights. It has successfully handled numerous actions before the
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board. It manages global trademark portfolios
spanning over 50 countries.
Internet/Copyright. Young Basile also offers clients advice on Internet
and copyright matters such as: using the Digital Millennium Copyright Act
to protect content; digital transmission of sound recordings; fair use of
copyrights in an online environment; licensing content for distribution online;
linking, framing and metatags; and protecting databases in digital media.
Mr. Basile co-authored the ﬁrst legal treatise on the law of the Internet in
1996.
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Construction Lawyer of
the Year in Missouri, US
Hesse Martone
www.hessemartone.com

Andrew Martone

Andrew Martone is the President and
CEO of the Firm concentrating in the
practice of labor and employment law,
with a background in industry and
human resources. Andy routinely
handles matters before the NLRB,
EEOC, the Department of Labor,
OSHA and numerous state agencies.
He regularly represents clients in
employment-related litigation in federal
and state courts throughout the
country (including cases based on race,
gender, disability, religion, harassment,
national origin, FMLA, veteran status,
retaliatory discharge, the False Claims
Act and public policy discharge cases).

St. Louis
1650 Des Peres Rd., Suite 200
St. Louis, Missouri 63131
Tel: +1 314.862.0300
Fax 314.862.7010
Phoenix
7585 E. Redfield Rd., Suite 104
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260
Tel: +1 480.889.0888
Fax 480.889.0899
Springfield, IL
1224 Centre West Drive, Suite 200E
Springfield, Illinois 62704
Tel: +1 217.299.8116
Fax 314.862.7010

Regional - Construction Law Firm of the Year in New Jersey, US
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP
Keith Hemming
Partner
Tel: +1 973 622 7711
khemming@mdmc-law.com
www.mdmc-law.com

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP (MDM&C), founded in 1983, is a
diverse practice. The ﬁrm has approximately 300 lawyers in 10 ofﬁces in seven
states. It offers a full range of legal services, including municipal and local government, litigation, labour and employment, healthcare, real estate, insurance,
environmental, ﬁdelity and surety, construction, corporate transactions, white
collar crime and corporate compliance.
MDM&C has developed a national reputation in construction law and litigation.
The heart of this practice is the resolution of construction claims. But it also
involves a wide array of related issues such as bidding disputes, arbitrations,
mediations, regulatory matters, compliance, contract negotiation and formulation, liens, environmental problems, construction defect litigation, labour, as
well as surety bonding questions in both the public and private sectors.
The ﬁrm’s lawyers have broad experience in all phases of construction
law, representing developers, contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, design
professionals, sureties, insurers and all others involved in the construction process. Attorneys experienced in the construction process offer an invaluable
perspective in providing practical hands-on legal counsel.
Keith Hemming, MDM&C partner, practises in the area of commercial
litigation, with an emphasis on representing owners, general contractors, subcontractors, renewable energy ﬁrms, designers and manufacturers of building
products. Mr Hemming regularly prosecutes and defends claims in various
federal and state courts, as well as arbitration tribunals involving all aspects of
the design, procurement and construction of infrastructure.
Since entering private practice, he has achieved signiﬁcant results for his
clients in construction claims associated with delay and productivity losses,

disputed change orders, payment entitlements, design issues, trade stacking
and bid protests. He also has experience with matters governed by an array
of environmental programs, including the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act,
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, the New Jersey Spill Compensation and Control Act and the New York Environmental Conservation Law. He
provides further counsel to clients in the review, negotiation and drafting of
all types of construction contracts, including construction management, EPC,
EPCM, GMP, cost-plus, subcontractor and design agreements.
MDM&C has extensive experience successfully prosecuting and defending
claims on behalf of contractors and sureties against the federal government
and public authorities in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts,
Delaware, Connecticut and across the Country.
The ﬁrm has been successful at achieving fair and appropriate resolution
of clients’ problems and disputes often without resorting to litigation. It has assisted clients in resolving disputes arising from many of the largest construction projects in this area, including numerous commercial developments, ofﬁce
buildings, manufacturing facilities and public works projects such as military
bases, waste treatment plants, railroad terminals, road projects, schools and
hospitals.
In addition to representing elite heavy construction contractors, MDM&C
enjoys similar recognition and is equally experienced in the ﬁeld of surety
bond claims and litigation. The attorneys regularly represent sureties, insurers,
reinsurers, general contractors, trade contractors, architects, engineers,
developers and public and private owners. The ﬁrm has handled matters in
these areas throughout the country and has litigated and tried cases in many
state and federal courts.
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Art Lawyer of the Year in New York, US
Schindler Cohen & Hochman LLP
Steven R Schindler
Partner
Tel: +1-212-277-6310
sschindler@schlaw.com
www.schlaw.com

Schindler Cohen & Hochman LLP (SC&H) is a premier litigation boutique
that achieves remarkable results in complex commercial litigation. SC&H
also provides a full spectrum art law practice; its lawyers have litigated
cases involving the authenticity, title, provenance, and appraisals of ﬁne
art and jewelry. In addition, they have advised galleries, collectors, and
artists on the consignment, sale and acquisition of art, and regularly advise
on and negotiate consignments and ﬁnancing agreements with auction
houses.

the Public Interest and the New York Committee of Human Rights Watch.
In his art law practice, Mr Schindler represents a diverse client base
comprised of gallerists, collectors, family ofﬁces, artists and experts.
Mr Schindler is on the faculty of the Sotheby’s Institute of Art where he
lectures on art law, and serves on the Art Law Committee of The Bar Association of the City of New York. He also sits on the board of Artists Space,
an organisation of renowned artists, gallerists, collectors and intellectuals
who are dedicated to the support of emerging artists.

SC&H’s lawyers all graduated from top colleges and law schools and
trained at leading law ﬁrms. Many of its lawyers have served on law journals or as federal clerks, and currently serve on or chair bar association
committees. The high-level qualiﬁcations of its legal staff ensure that the
ﬁrm’s work is consistently of the highest calibre.
As one of the ﬁrm’s founders, Steven R Schindler represents clients in
state and federal courts and arbitrations throughout the United States, and
works closely with foreign law ﬁrms in complex transnational litigation. Mr
Schindler’s cases have involved diverse areas of law, including: art law,
banking, bankruptcy, commercial fraud, corporate governance, executive
employment, intellectual property, insurance coverage, investment banking, real estate, securities fraud and surety ship. He serves on the Committees on International Litigation, Arbitration and ADR of the International
Bar Association and belongs to the Litigation Section of the American Bar
Association. He has been named a New York Super Lawyer by Law &
Politics Magazine. Mr Schindler sits on the board of New York Lawyers for

His notable representations include:
· Representing clients in multi-billion dollar estate and tax litigations in
multiple foreign forums
· Representing an art gallery in litigation involving the appraisal of a painting by Paul Gauguin, resulting in a dismissal that was ultimately afﬁrmed
in a leading New York Court of Appeals decision
· Representing an international art gallery over the rights to a major contemporary painting
· Representing the leading materials and analysis ﬁrm in connection with
their work analysing alleged forgeries of the works of major contemporary
artists
· Representing two foreign banks in a declaratory judgement action resulting in a $149 million judgement for the banks on a performance bond for
the conversion of an oil production platform in Brazil
· Representing a Japanese corporate investor in highly-publicised $125
million securities fraud action resulting in a $90 million settlement

Client Choice - Customs Law Firm of the Year in New York, US
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“Finding a good patent litigation attorney
is very hard for a small company and I feel very
lucky that I had you represent my company.

Client Choice IP Litigation Law Firm of
the Year in New York, US

I would recommend you to anyone
looking for an experienced patent
litigation attorney that truly cares
about his clients.”
- Paul Champaneria,
CEO, COA Network

Darius Keyhani – Head of intellectual property and patent litigation at Meredith & Keyhani PLLC
330 Madison Avenue, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10017
T: +1 212.760.0098 | dkeyhani@meredithkeyhani.com | www.meredithkeyhani.com
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Competition Law Firm of
the Year in New York, US
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Copyright Lawyer of the Year in New York, US
Simon Lesser PC
Leonard F Lesser
Partner
Tel: +1 (212) 599-5455
llesser@simonlesser.com
www.simonlesser.com

Simon Lesser PC is a trial practice boutique based in Midtown Manhattan.
The ﬁrm is home to experienced trial lawyers and appellate advocates. Its
clients receive the same high calibre sophisticated services found in New
York City’s premier ﬁrms, coupled with the efﬁciency, creativity, tenacity and
value that can only come from a boutique structure.
The ﬁrm concentrates on managing and resolving complex legal disputes
in the most cost-effective manner without sacriﬁcing proactive and aggressive problem solving and litigation strategy. Its advisers litigate vigorously
and thrive in the courtroom. Their business is to succeed for their clients.
Simon Lesser PC represents Fortune 500 corporations; national and
regional businesses; private equity and venture capital ﬁrms; national and
regional insurance, banking and ﬁnancial service companies; religious,
educational and non-proﬁt organisations; and well as business executives,
entrepreneurs and individuals
Mr Simon Lesser specialises in complex commercial and tort litigation. He prosecutes and defends business litigation in federal and state
courts around the country, and arbitration tribunals administered by JAMS,
AAA, ICDR, FINRA and other ADR providers. He focuses on copyright,
trademark, trade secret and unfair competition litigation; fraud, ﬁduciary
duty and business tort claims; partnership, joint venture, shareholder and
LLC member disputes; corporate transactions, post-closing and busted
deal disputes; contract and UCC disputes; banking and ﬁnancial services
litigation; securities litigation; insurance disputes; real estate disputes; and

S IMON L ESSER PC
employment litigation. He also prosecutes and defends toxic tort, product
liability, premises liability, personal injury and property damage claims.
Moreover, Mr Lesser has been recognised and selected for inclusion
in New York Metro “Super Lawyers” for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011,
2012 and 2013. This survey, published by Thomson Reuters, honours the
top ﬁve % of New York City-based attorneys.
Professional Experience
Mr Lesser was formerly a partner of Goodwin Procter LLP, and a partner of
Schneck Weltman & Hashmall LLP.
Mr Lesser interned with the International Commission of Jurists in Geneva, Switzerland; Hon Terry M Lewis, Member of British Parliament; and
United States Senator Alfonse M D’Amato.
Bar and Court Admissions
Mr Lesser is admitted to the bar in New York State; the State of Connecticut; the United States District Courts for the Eastern, Northern, Southern
and Western Districts of New York; and the United States Court of Appeals
for the First, Second and Third Circuits.
Professional Activities
Member, American Bar Association
Member, New York City Bar
Member, Association of Trial Lawyers of America
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Finance Law Firm of the Year in New York, US

Committed to Your Success
Herrick is a full-service firm providing creative, cost effective solutions
based on our clients’ objectives. Our commitment to your success
is a driving principle in everything we do.

NEW YORK
NEWARK
PRINCETON
WASHINGTON, DC
ISTANBUL
WWW.HERRICK.COM
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31/10/13 08:54:01

Untitled-3 1

9/12/2013 4:08:12 PM

International - Arbitration Law Firm
of the Year in New York, US
WSMB’s attorneys have handled arbitrations and mediations in the
U.S. and abroad in such tribunals as the AAA, FINRA, ICSID, JAMS,
the CPR Institute, the Arbitration Institute of the Stockholm Chamber
of Commerce, and the International Court of Justice in The Hague,
as well as court-ordered ADR in state and federal courts. In addition
to our advocacy skills, we can also offer the perspective that comes
from having functioned in the mediator’s role. For more than 15
years, Usher Winslett has regularly served as a mediator,
assisting parties in resolving a wide variety of disputes.

Usher Winslett

Winslett Studnicky McCormick & Bomser LLP
6 East 39th Street, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10016-0112
t. +1 (646) 688-5424
f. +1 (707) 549-4517
e. uwinslett@wsmblaw.com
w. www.wsmblaw.com
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Product Liability Lawyer of the Year in Oregon, US
Harrang Long Gary Rudnick P.C.
Sharon A. Rudnick
Shareholder
Tel: +1-541-485-0220 / +1-800-315-4172
sharon.rudnick@harrang.com
www.harrang.com

Sharon Rudnick is a shareholder with Harrang Long Gary Rudnick P.C.
(HLGR), a regional law ﬁrm founded in 1957 with ofﬁces in Portland,
Eugene, and Salem, Oregon. The ﬁrm is a member of the State Capital
Group and is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell.
Rudnick is an accomplished and well recognized appellate and trial
lawyer. For 30 years, she has handled business disputes, class action
claims, product liability claims, and labor and employment matters.
Rudnick was recently at the forefront of national litigation concerning
punitive damages and U.S. constitutional law and has successfully
handled many high-proﬁle product liability cases for major corporations
in the tobacco and pharmaceutical industries.
Rudnick is admitted to the California, Oregon, and Washington State
Bars, the U.S. Supreme Court, and many federal, district, and circuit
courts. Rudnick received her law degree from the University of California
at Los Angeles School of Law, Order of the Coif.
In addition to receiving recognition from Global Law Experts, Rudnick
has received the AV Preeminent rating from Martindale-Hubbell, and was
selected to The Best Lawyers in America for appellate practice, mass
tort litigation/class actions-defendants, and employment and labor law
for management every year since 2009.
Attorneys at HLGR understand that a product liability lawsuit is “bet
the company” litigation. HLGR lawyers have a proven track record in
helping manufacturers and distributors navigate Oregon’s unique and
complex statutory scheme, constitutional imperatives, and common law
history.

Whether the case involves allegations of inadequate warnings,
design or manufacturing defects, or inherently dangerous products,
HLGR lawyers have represented companies of all types and sizes from
local wholesale distributors and retailers to international publicly-traded
corporations. From electrical components to asbestos to drugs and medical devices, to the automotive industry, HLGR lawyers have extensive
experience in state and federal courts, in trials and on appeals, working
directly for manufacturers and distributors and as local counsel in conjunction with national coordinating counsel. National clients especially
appreciate HLGR’s knowledge and understanding of Oregon’s unique
civil procedure, often described as the last vestige of the “Wild West.”
Product liability cases rely heavily not only on ﬁnding the right
attorneys but in ﬁnding the right expert witnesses to help judges and
juries properly understand and evaluate the allegations and the evidence.
Manufacturers and distributors who hire HLGR get a wealth of experience
and knowledge of local and national experts in manufacture and design,
ﬁre and accident origin, industrial hygiene, vocational rehabilitation,
ﬁnance and economics, medical diagnosis and treatment, and a variety
of other ﬁelds. Attorneys with HLGR pride themselves in ﬁnding the
right people at the top of their industry who are not only armed with the
requisite substantive knowledge, but are adept at translating the most
complex science into a persuasive presentation.
Besides highly skilled and competent litigation defense, HLGR
lawyers also serve clients with pre-litigation and litigation-prevention
legal services, such as consulting on the content of warranties and
consent forms or analyzing insurance coverage.

Cross Border - Real Estate Law Firm of the Year in Tennessee, US
Long, Ragsdale & Waters, P.C.
David Long
Founding Member / Chairman
Tel: +1 865-584-4040 x206
dlong@lrwlaw.com
www.lrwlaw.com

Long, Ragsdale & Waters, P.C., founded in 1986, is a leading Tennessee business law ﬁrm offering a broad range of transaction and litigation legal services.
It handles all aspects of business law, real estate and civil litigation, providing a
full range of business-related legal services to its clients throughout Tennessee.
The ﬁrm is made up of attorneys, experienced in the real world practice of law,
who are actively engaged in representing clients. Several of the attorneys are
also instructors and speakers for the University of Tennessee and other local
organisations. Others serve the community as board members and volunteers
for not-for-proﬁt organisations and as youth sports coaches. The ﬁrm’s lawyers
regularly continue their legal education and are members of professional
organisations.
Long, Ragsdale & Waters’ clientele encompasses individuals, small businesses, developers, ﬁnancial institutions and national corporations, including
start-up companies and established ﬁrms, engaged in both traditional and
progressive ventures. The ﬁrm serves numerous and varied clients in a wide
variety of legal matters. The nature of its services extends from general personal and business consulting to highly speciﬁc assistance and advice.
The ﬁrm’s practice areas include: real estate law; litigation and bankruptcy
law; corporate and general commercial law; employment and discrimination
law; banking and lending law; taxation; landlord-tenant law; construction
litigation, arbitration and surety law; commercial collections; administrative and
utility law; and media law.
Its real estate practice includes both commercial and residential real estate
development, including developing, purchasing, selling, ﬁnancing, zoning,

leasing, land use agreements, construction contracts and condominiums. Its
attorneys are experienced in all aspects of real estate, and the ﬁrm is considered one of the top real estate ﬁrms in East Tennessee.
Long, Ragsdale & Waters has handled many developments, from land
acquisition through construction, leasing, reﬁnancing and sale. These developments include shopping centres, ofﬁces, residential subdivisions, condominiums, resorts, retirement communities and hotel projects. All of the attorneys
practise real estate law in some form. But it is the primary area of practice for
David Long, Dennis Ragsdale, John Waters, Mike Ivens, Randy Miller and
Jennifer Swindle.
David Long, one of the three founding members of Long, Ragsdale &
Waters, is an ofﬁcer, a director (chairman) and a shareholder of the ﬁrm. He
concentrates his practice in the areas of commercial transactions, real estate
development, loan transactions, business entity matters and general business
law. He is also active in the emerging area of conservation easements, representing several land trusts as well as land owners.
Mr Long represents companies in their general business needs, including
drafting and reviewing contracts and organisational and related company documents. He is active in company ﬁnance, traditional loans, bond ﬁnancing and
private equity investments/ﬁnancing. His clients in the commercial real estate
arena include banks and developers of shopping centres, residential developments, resorts, ofﬁce buildings and apartments. He frequently represents
homeowner associations and parties involved in real estate disputes. Mr Long
has worked on projects and with companies throughout the Southeast, with an
obvious emphasis on Tennessee companies and projects.
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Energy & Natural Resources Litigation Law Firm of the Year in Texas, US
Pierce & O’Neill, LLP
Jesse R. Pierce
Partner
Tel: +1 713/634-3600
jpierce@pierceoneill.com

Jesse R. Pierce represents both plaintiffs and defendants, and has represented clients in many types of
complex litigation, including oil and gas, environmental, product liability, interpretation and enforcement of
contracts, temporary restraining orders, trade secrets,
franchising, real estate, ERISA claims, securities and
corporate matters, franchising disputes, copyright
and entertainment matters, and a variety of fraud,
usury, and Deceptive Trade Practices matters. Jesse
also has extensive experience in class action litigation, frequently lectures at continuing legal education
seminars, and was a drafter of the Texas Pattern Jury
Charges for Oil and Gas Cases.

tion. This focused approach has allowed them to concentrate their

Pierce & O’Neill was selected as an International Awards Winner

the extensive experience, knowledge, resources and sophistication

by Global Law Experts as the Energy & Natural Resources Litigation Law Firm of the Year in Texas for 2013. The ﬁrm was also
selected by Corporate INTL Magazine as the Energy & Natural
Resources Law Firm of the Year in Texas for 2013 and has been
recognized as one of the nation’s top law ﬁrms by U.S. News –
Best Lawyers for Oil & Gas Law, Commercial Litigation and Natural Resources. Pierce & O’Neill was selected as a “Go-To Law
Firm” by in-house law departments at Fortune 500 companies for
its work in litigation.

expertise and knowledge with a speciﬁc client base in mind, thereby
beneﬁting their clients with superior representation. Pierce & O´Neill
is also committed to providing its clients with the most efﬁcient,
cost-effective representation available. The founders believe in
investing in the most up-to-date hardware and software available to
law ﬁrms, as well as employing the highly skilled personnel needed,
in order to accomplish this goal.
Both Mr. Pierce and Mr. O’Neill have more than 38 years of
experience trying complex civil litigation cases for commercial and
energy industry clients. They are members of the American Board
of Trial Advocates, have been selected for inclusion in Texas Super
Lawyers since its inception in 2003, and have earned AV Preeminent
ratings from Martindale-Hubbell.
Whether in a state or federal courtroom or through the arbitration/
mediation process, the attorneys at Pierce & O’Neill bring with them
required to prosecute or defend civil disputes, regardless of their
size or complexity, earning them a reputation for excellence among
their clients and peers.
Pierce & O’Neill is a “boutique” with a single focus – the devoted
representation of clients in signiﬁcant litigation. The ﬁrm is widely
regarded by clients and peers alike as a “Go-To Law Firm” for high
stakes, complex business and energy litigation. There are major differences between litigators who engage primarily in motion practice
and those who try cases. They are a ﬁrm of trial lawyers.

Pierce & O’Neill is a Houston-based civil litigation ﬁrm
concentrating on the trial and appeal of complex business and
energy litigation cases. They are regularly retained by Fortune
500 companies to handle their most signiﬁcant matters in Texas
and throughout the United States. Their clients consist of major
corporations, including sophisticated energy companies, private
corporations and local businesses.
Jesse Pierce and Jack O’Neill formed Pierce & O´Neill with
one goal in mind – establishing a boutique trial and appellate
ﬁrm with a primary focus on complex business and energy litiga-

· Complex Commercial Litigation

· Energy & Natural Resources Litigation

· Trade Secret & Non-Compete Litigation
· Appellate Litigation

· Environmental & Toxic Tort Litigation
· Alternative Dispute Resolution

For more information please visit www.pierceoneill.com
4203 Montrose Boulevard, Houston, Texas 77006
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Client Choice - IP Law Firm of the Year in Texas, US
Ahmad, Zavitsanos, Anaipakos, Alavi & Mensing P.C.
(AZA)
Tel: +1-713-655-1101
jzavitsanos@azalaw.com
www.azalaw.com

At AZA, our lawyers have delivered great success for clients in IP and

IP-related cases throughout the world, including Europe and the Middle

East. We regularly handle patent infringement, trademark, copyright and
trade secret cases.

Our patent litigation lawyers’ experience includes everything from
representing a major utility on international call-blocking technology, to
a transportation company dispute over roadside safety technology, to
working with software companies and computer hardware manufacturers
on software and hardware patents. In one case, we favorably settled a
bet-the-company software copyright infringement lawsuit shortly after
taking the key witnesses’ depositions.
AZA’s IP stable includes accomplished attorneys Demetrios
Anaipakos, Amir Alavi, Steve Mitby, David Warden, Alisa Lipski and
Brian E. Simmons. Mr. Anaipakos and Mr. Alavi are board-certiﬁed trial
lawyers who worked alongside Mr. Mitby and co-counsel to help secure
a $391 million patent verdict in 2011. Mr. Warden, also a board-certiﬁed
trial lawyer and an engineer, is licensed as a patent attorney before the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Ofﬁce (USPTO) and has been appointed by
federal courts as a special master and mediator in patent litigation.
Ms. Lipski also is licensed to practice before the USPTO, and Mr.
Simmons was a senior research chemist prior to practicing law.
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Industry Choice - IP Law Firm of the Year in Wisconsin, US 1

Examples of our cases include:
· AZA lawyers were called just months before trial and developed a
previously untapped lost proﬁts claim theory in a major patent infringement case. On the eve of trial, the court dismissed all claims except for
those covering our lost proﬁts model. With AZA’s help, Versata/Trilogy
won the nation’s second largest patent verdict in 2011, according to
Verdict Search. Versata Software Inc. v. SAP America Inc., et al.
· AZA represented the American Automobile Association (AAA) in patent
litigation involving GPS technology in 2010. AAA paid nothing following
our successful defense. Trafﬁc Information LLC v. Yahoo! Inc., Hewlett-Packard Development Company L.P., Hewlett-Packard Company,
The American Automobile Association Inc., Rand McNally & Company,
MapQuest Inc., Nokia Inc., Casio America Inc., and Cole Cellular Phone.
· AZA lawyers ﬁled suit over Procter & Gamble’s Febreze candles on behalf of a celebrity fashion designer who developed wood-wick technology. The case pending in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District
of Texas alleges the Febreze candles infringe patents covering low-soot
wood-wick systems. Lumetique, Inc. v. The Procter & Gamble Company.
· AZA currently represents Versata software in patent infringement cases
in the United States and Germany involving software conﬁguration.
Versata Development Group Inc. v. Open Mind Technologies AG.
· AZA lawyers represent Core Laboratories in patent litigation related to
technology used in oil ﬁeld drilling tools. Owen Oil Tools LP v. Hunting
Titan Ltd. f/k/a Titan Specialties Ltd., et al.
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ASIA & OCEANIA AWARD WINNERS

Located entirely in the eastern hemisphere, Asia is the largest continent in the world, east of Europe and northeast of Africa.

Oceania encompasses Australia, New Zealand, and a host of island nations, stretching from Asia’s east coast to parts of the
South Paciﬁc in the western hemisphere.

Australia escaped recession in 2010-2011, helped by a strong government stimulus as well as robust trade links with Asia. The country’s
economy is backed by diverse, natural resources that have in the past attracted high levels of foreign investment and include extensive
reserves of coal, iron ore, copper, gold, natural gas, uranium and renewable energy sources. Australia’s economic growth rate slowed
during 2012 amid a drop in global demand for its resources and lacklustre domestic consumption.
Overall, New Zealand’s strong investment in the ﬁrst half of 2012 offset weaker consumer conﬁdence and deteriorating exports. Further,
investment remained the key growth driver for the remainder of 2012, with household spending set to improve for 2013’s ﬁnal ﬁgures.
China’s manufacturing sector remains in a slump, renewing concerns that the world’s second-largest economy is in the midst of a sharp
slowdown sparked by Europe’s debt crisis. China’s economy is still growing at a faster rate than the economies of the United States, Europe
and Japan. However, there are worries that the pace is slowing due to the problems in Europe as well as sluggishness in the US. Both
Europe and the US are key export markets for China. China’s central bank lowered interest rates at least twice in 2012 in an attempt to
accelerate growth.

GLE International Awards 2013 45

Pages 45 - 61.indd 45

26/11/2013 20:10

Regional giant India faces a deteriorating global growth outlook with diminished willingness or capacity to respond, with domestic
policy loosening compared with 2009. Ongoing concerns over government economic and investment policy are a possible weight on
business conﬁdence. The authorities’ ability to respond with looser policy is constrained by India’s high inﬂation, ﬁscal deﬁcit and public
debt.
Taiwan’s closer economic links with mainland China in 2012 brought greater opportunities for the Taiwan economy, but now Taiwan poses
new challenges. For example, FDI in China has resulted in Chinese import substitution away from Taiwan’s exports and a restriction of
potential job creation in Taiwan.
In 2012, the Indonesian government faced the ongoing challenge of improving the country’s infrastructure to remove impediments to growth,
while addressing climate change concerns, particularly with regard to conserving Indonesia’s forests and peatlands. However, the OECD
expects economic growth, led by robust domestic demand, to slow further.
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Regional - Tax Law Firm of the Year / Santiago & Santiago Law Offices

60 Singapore

International - Media Law Firm of the Year / Wee Swee Teow & Co

60 South Korea

Patent Law Firm of the Year / YOU ME Patent & Law

61 Taiwan

IP Law Firm of the Year / Deep & Far
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Client Choice - Banking & Finance Law Firm of the Year / Budak Law Office
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Mid-Market - Law Firm of the Year in China
Liu, Shen & Associates
Michelle Ma
Partner
Tel: +86-10-62681616
mail@liu-shen.com
www.liu-shen.com

Liu, Shen & Associates is the ﬁrst private and a leading law ﬁrm in China
focusing intensively on patent and trademark procurement, strategic counselling on all aspects of intellectual property and enforcement of IP rights,
including litigation. It has around 400 members of staff, which includes
more than 70 attorneys at law and approximately 180 patent attorneys and
patent engineers with expertise that covers almost all technical ﬁelds.
The ﬁrm’s great legacy of experienced professionals, well trained staff
and strong commitment to delivering high quality services are rated by
clients as its core values. Managing Intellectual Property ranks Liu Shen
as the top tier IP ﬁrm in China for eight consequent years, from 2006 to
2013.
Liu, Shen & Associates’ practice focuses on ﬁling and prosecuting
patent applications, registering trademarks, legal counselling on all
phases of intellectual property, and enforcement of intellectual property
including litigation.
Michelle Ma, Liu, Shen & Associates partner, commented: “Serving
thousands of clients, including numerous multinational corporations
and world famous brand owners, Liu, Shen & Associates has grown to
be one of the largest law ﬁrms and a leading intellectual property ﬁrm
in China. The ﬁrm’s well-received reputation around the world has been
built on years of great efforts to provide high quality services by the ﬁrm’s
hundreds of experienced professionals and well trained staff. The ﬁrm will
always provide clients with high quality professional services in a spirit of

‘Client First, Quality First and the Faith First’.”
As one of the ﬁrst group patent attorneys qualiﬁed in China, Michelle
Ma has worked in the ﬁeld of intellectual property for almost 30 years.
She joined Liu, Shen & Associates in 1993 and became a partner in 1995.
As an attorney, Ms Ma’s expertise and knowledge is in patent ﬁling,
prosecution and invalidation proceedings in the ﬁeld of mechanical engineering and design patents, as well as providing legal opinions on patent
operation related matters. She leads the ﬁrm’s design patent team and is
regarded as one of the design experts in China.
Further, she has actively participated in studies discussing the proposals of the improvement and reformation of the design patent system in
China, organised by the Chinese Patent Ofﬁce, the Beijing No. 1 Intermediate Court and the Beijing High Court. She was one of the members of
the research group appointed by the SIPO to propose amendments of the
Patent Law of China with respect to design patent.
As a partner, Ms Ma is responsible for coordinating the ﬁrm’s patent
operations. She has been one of the key characters in the ﬁrm in charge
of its patent operation. Her active involvement made remarkable contribution to the growth of the ﬁrm to be recognised as one of the leading IP
ﬁrms in China.
Liu, Shen & Associates’ business has been expanding in 2013, especially in the areas of patent ﬁling and patent litigation. In the coming 12
months the ﬁrm will continue in its efforts to further expand its local client
market.
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Client Choice - Company Law Firm of the Year in India
O.P. Khaitan & Co.
Solicitors & Advocates
Mr. Gautam Khaitan
Managing Partner
Tel: +91-11-46501000
gkhaitan@opkhaitan.com
www.opkhaitan.com

O.P. Khaitan & Co. (the “Firm”) is a well-established and successful law
ﬁrm founded by Mr. O.P. Khaitan in March 1990 in New Delhi. Currently, the Firm is being managed by Mr. Gautam Khaitan as its Managing
Partner who possesses vast corporate and litigation experience. The Firm
is a highly reputed, skilled and professionally managed law ﬁrm based in
New Delhi.
The members and associates of the Firm are qualiﬁed from National and
International Universities and have vast and extensive legal experience
and wide national/international exposure in their respective practice
areas. The Firm has paralegal and support staff of more than 40 people
and it is well equipped with all sorts of latest ofﬁce automation equipment and facilities.
The Firm acts as the advocates and solicitors for well-known and
reputed national as well as international clientele, including many of the
top Fortune 500 companies.
The Firm’s paramount concept of “Client Satisfaction” is the backbone of its work culture and the Firm takes great pride in consistently
adopting the highest international standards for all clients’ matters. The
practice of the Firm draws on its vast knowledge and ardent interest for
its client’s business category under the Indian and international business
regime. This commitment makes it accessible, communicative, responsive, value-added, dedicated and focused on its clients’ needs, conscious of cost and commercially pragmatic in its advice and assistance.

Due to the Firm’s good working relations with a number of lawyers
and law ﬁrms in other jurisdictions, and as the Firm has very close
relations with many national and international ﬁrms, law ﬁrms networks
around the globe, the Firm ensures ready access to formal legal advice
in other jurisdictions whenever needed. Further, the Firm is also a member of IBA, IACC, IICC, IGCC, ICC, FICCI, SILF, SCBA and Delhi High
Court Bar Association.
Mr. Gautam is mainly working on the corporate & commercial matters
of the Firm besides his involvement in the litigation, arbitration, conveyancing and other practice areas of the Firm. He has considerable experience over a wide range of corporate and commercial transactions with
a particular emphasis on international corporate structuring, mergers
and acquisitions, joint ventures and collaborations, investments in India
and abroad, infrastructure projects, banking, venture capital, corporate
ﬁnance and securities regulations and insurance laws. His practice also
includes obtaining regulatory approvals for investors, setting up of companies, advising and working on transactions like franchising, business
conducting, distributorship, agency and providing all types of general
legal advice. Gautam Khaitan has also worked with various international law ﬁrms around the Globe. He extensively travels abroad for client
related work. He is a member of various international and national organizations and is author of several articles in law and business journals,
magazines and newspapers. He is also a director in various private &
public limited companies.

Construction Law Firm of the Year in India
Economic Laws Practice
Sujjain Talwar
Senior Partner
Tel: +91 22 6636 7000
sujjaintalwar@elp-in.com
www.elplaw.in

Economic Laws Practice (ELP) is a leading multi-disciplinary law ﬁrm
founded in 2001 by eminent lawyers from diverse ﬁelds. It has ofﬁces in
Mumbai, New Delhi, Pune, Ahmedabad, Bangalore and Chennai, with a
team of around 130 qualiﬁed professionals from various practice areas.
The ﬁrm works closely with leading global law ﬁrms in the UK, the US, the
Middle East and the Asia Paciﬁc region. It also has associations with law
ﬁrms throughout India, which allows it to provide a pan India and global
service offering to its clients.
The ﬁrm specialises in banking & ﬁnance, corporate commercial, private
equity, competition law & policy, infrastructure, international trade & customs, litigation & dispute resolutions, securities laws & capital markets,
tax, technology and media & telecommunication.
ELP has provided advisory services in relation to infrastructure and
construction transactions to clients from both public and private sectors,
including sponsors/project vehicles, sponsors, government and regional
authorities, third party equity investors, vendors, construction contractors, and building and facilities management sub-contractors. Some of
its key clients include: Adani Group, SNC Lavalin Inc, Larsen & Toubro,
BLA Power, SAMHI Hotels, Accor, Dubai Ports World, Saurashtra Power
Limited and SMS Infrastructure Limited.
The ﬁrm provides integrated legal solutions covering all areas of an
infrastructure project, from the inception of a project, continuing through
award of the project, ﬁnancial close, design, investment, construction,
operation and management. Its sector-speciﬁc experience is wide and

multifarious and includes: transport infrastructure (including ports, airports, roads and mass rapid transit systems); energy; water and waste;
hotels and leisure; real estate; and mining.
ELP’s lawyers have exceptional legal talent, having extensive global
and local expertise that gives clients a unique opportunity to complete
complex transactions in a practical and cost efﬁcient manner. Apart
from legal professionals, the ELP team includes chartered accountants
and economists, and therefore, is able to bring together cross-practice
experience and high skill sets for its clients.
Sujjain Talwar, Economic Laws Practice’s senior partner and head of
the corporate and infrastructure team, has more than 20 years of experience as a lawyer. He is a qualiﬁed solicitor in India as well as in England
and Wales. His areas of expertise include infrastructure and project
ﬁnance, corporate commercial laws and documentation, exchange control legislations and real estate.
Mr Talwar has worked extensively on private sector participation
initiatives in various infrastructure projects in India and abroad, including
real estate and hospitality. His international experience in managing
public-private participation across many infrastructure sectors, including
water, roads, ports and airports, has been integral in developing the
practice. He also serves on the board of directors of several infrastructure companies in India where he mainly represents the interests of the
foreign investors. He brings to team an in-depth understanding of the
local laws, coupled with international experience in formulating and
implementing mergers and acquisitions.
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Industry Choice - Patent Law Firm of the Year in India
Krishna & Saurastri Associates
Manish Saurastri
Partner
Tel: +91 22 2200 6322
info@krishnaandsaurastri.com
www.krishnaandsaurastri.com

Krishna & Saurastri Associates is a full service IP law ﬁrm in India. With more
than 50 years’ of diverse experience, the ﬁrm has a proven track record in
the IP arena and is ranked among the top tiers in the country. The ﬁrm’s core
practice areas include intellectual property, litigation, transactions and regulatory issues. With its in-depth understanding of Indian IP law and its extensive
practice, Krishna & Saurastri Associates has been representing clients in contentious and non-contentious IP matters. The ﬁrm’s ﬁnesse and high-quality IP
legal services have established it as the preferred choice of many national and
international clients. The clients that have retained the ﬁrm’s services over the
years include large multinational corporations, mid-sized companies, startups,
academic institutions, government agencies and solo entrepreneurs. The ﬁrm
works with clients across industries including electronics, computers, electrical,
mechanical and material engineering, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, consumer goods, medical devices and nanotechnology.
· Patents: The Patents practice of Krishna & Saurastri Associates is one of the
best in the country. This practice group has been helping clients create
strategies for building, managing, commercializing and enforcing patent
portfolios effectively.
· Trademarks: The Trademarks practice of the ﬁrm is one of the biggest in
India and its services include conducting searches and providing opinions,
prosecution and registration of trademarks, passing-off disputes, opposition
and cancellation proceedings. The ﬁrm’s trademark practice group has been
counseling clients for protecting their brands in India and around the world.
Firm’s other trademark services include watch services, due diligence, and
licensing, domain name dispute resolution and domain name acquisitions.
· Designs & Copyrights: The Design Registration and Copyright practice of
Krishna & Saurastri Associates encompasses ﬁling, prosecution, registration,

opposition and cancellation proceedings. The ﬁrm also helps clients with
copyright and media related issues, combating falsiﬁcation, piracy and
counterfeiting.
· Litigation & Dispute Resolution: Litigation and Dispute Resolution in relation
to patents, trademarks, copyrights and designs has been the ﬁrm’s forte.
Leveraging its expertise in representing both plaintiffs and defendants, the
ﬁrm’s lawyers have tackled a number of contentious issues at District Courts,
High Courts and Supreme Court levels across India. The ﬁrm has a separate
team for assisting in seizures of infringing goods by Customs and instigating
effective Customs and Border Protection measures.
· Transactions: The Transactions advisory services of the ﬁrm extend to all
types of corporate transactions and strategic alliances, including technology
transfers, mergers and acquisitions, licensing, divestitures, joint ventures,
IP audits and due diligence across all industry groups. Its transactions and
licensing professionals leverage their technical expertise, business acumen
and legal experience to structure, prepare and negotiate such agreements
for investors, private equity ﬁrms, investment banks and corporations.
· Team & Ofﬁces: The ﬁrm’s team of highly qualiﬁed IP professionals, which
include lawyers and technical specialists with a wealth of experience in
intellectual property, are its biggest asset.
The ﬁrm has fully ﬂedged ofﬁces at strategic locations across India, including
Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Mumbai, New Delhi and Pune. The ﬁrm has advantages of being in the vicinity of emerging technology hubs and Intellectual
Property Ofﬁces of India. The ﬁrm also offers IP services in neighboring countries which include Bangladesh, Bhutan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, the Maldives and
Nepal. In addition, the ﬁrm offers a close-knit network of associates around the
world to assist clients across global jurisdictions.

Large Tier - M&A Law Firm of the Year in India
Desai & Diwanji
Vishwang Desai
Partner
Tel: +91 (22) 3984 1000
vydesai@desaidiwanji.com

D ESAI & D IWANJI

Desai & Diwanji, established in 1935, is an Indian law ﬁrm with ofﬁces

cent deals, it advised the Ashok Piramal Group (APG) on the creation of

acquisitions. The ﬁrm employs 180 lawyers, including 27 equity partners.

the India Infrastructure Fund in which APG will hold a majority interest. In

It practises in the following areas: admiralty and maritime; aviation;

vs Forge from its parent company, Adhunik Metalik, for $44 million.

in Delhi, Gurgaon and Mumbai known for its specialisation in mergers &

banking; capital markets; employee beneﬁts and executive compensation; employment; energy; ﬁnance and reinsurance; life sciences
and pharmaceuticals; litigation and dispute resolution; M&A; natural
resources and infrastructure; outsourcing; project ﬁnance; real estate
and compensation; and TMT.
With a respected history and a ‘big name’, this full service ﬁrm is
credited for being highly skilled across the board, while providing a
tailored and personal service to its clients. These clients have included
Société Générale, Union Bank of India, Royal Bank of Scotland and BNP
Paribas.
Desai & Diwanji is renowned for its intensive activity in the M&A arena, regularly closing more deals per quarter than many of its contemporaries. It has also seen a raft of lateral hires this year. Among its many re-

Piramal Roads Infra, a road-funding joint venture with SNC-Lavalin and
addition, it counselled Nagpur Automotive on the acquisition of Neepaz
Further, the ﬁrm has advised Wadia group-owned budget airline,
GoAir, on the company’s acquisition of 72 Airbus 320 NEO Aircraft for
$7.2 billion. It also advised the Ashok Piramal Group in its $250 million
to $300 million three-way joint venture with Canadian engineering group,
SNC-Lavalin, as well as Franklin Templeton on its purchase of 20% of
Mumbai designer clothes retailer, Kimaya Fashions.
Vishwang Desai, Desai & Diwanji partner, heads the ﬁrm’s M&A and
Finance Groups. He regularly advises large domestic and multinational
corporations, banks and ﬁnancial institutions in large and complex transactions in the M&A, private equity, infrastructure and ﬁnancing sectors.
He has received numerous awards over the years for his work and is recognised in several Who’s Who and other publications for his prominence
in the corporate, infrastructure and ﬁnance sectors.
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Large Tier - PCT Law Firm of the Year in India
S. Majumdar & Co.
Indranil Majumder
Partner
Tel: +91 2455 7484/85/86
indranil.majumder@majumdarip.com
www.patentindia.com

S. Majumdar & Co. was founded in 1993 by Mr S Majumdar. It has

Major clientele of the ﬁrm includes top international and Indian

emerged as one of the leading full service patent and trademark attor-

corporate, government departments, research & educational institutions

incidental to all four branches of intellectual property rights, namely,

as one of the top three patent law ﬁrms in India in patent prosecution by

tional levels. Its head ofﬁce is located in Kolkata and it has other ofﬁces

10 law ﬁrms in India by Chambers and Partners.

neys, efﬁciently handling all responsibilities directly related as well as

and leading international IP ﬁrms. S. Majumdar & Co. has been judged

patents, trademarks, copyright and designs both at domestic and interna-

Managing Intellectual Property (MIP). It was also listed as one of the top

in Mumbai, Delhi and Hyderabad.

The ﬁrm employs around 85 staff. It has professionals in diverse areas,
such as engineering, telecommunications, software, electronics, chemistry, pharmaceuticals and life sciences, among others.
S. Majumdar & Co. has also ventured in licensing, investigations and
litigation, and is currently handling litigations in excess of 400 in various
forums in the country and abroad. It has to its credit assignments such as
ﬁling and prosecution of national and international patent applications,
patent oppositions, patent revocations, patent infringement actions,
trade secret, infringement searches and other related matters. It has ﬁled
the maximum number of pre-grant and post-grant patent oppositions in
India, under the new law of 2005, with a success rate of around 80%.
Further, it also actively participates in IPR awareness programmes organised by the government of India, IITs and other technical institutions.

An important decision passed by Indian Court on IPR matters was
regarding the Polar Industries Ltd. vs Jai Engineering Co. Ltd., 1991,
case, in regards to the Indian Patent No. 155307 involving the split type
lower socket for use in ceiling fans for clamping the shaft of motor of
ceiling fan to lower end of a rod, the upper end being ﬁxed to a hook in
the ceiling.
A suit for infringement of the patent was ﬁled. The defendant counter
claimed for revocation, alleging that the subject matter was obvious as
clamping rods for ceiling fans was well known and the modiﬁcation in the
socket was a workshop improvement.
The fact that Controller has granted a patent does not give rise to
presumption of validity. For improvement to be patentable it was not
enough to incorporate what was already known with minor changes,
components or collection of components or things. The patent ordered is
to be revoked.

Mid-Market - Law Firm of the Year in India
PSA
Legal Counsellors
Priti Suri
Founder-Partner
Tel: +91.11.4350-0500
p.suri@psalegal.com
www.psalegal.com

PSA is a business law ﬁrm, located in New Delhi and Chennai, committed to
providing the highest ethical standards and excellence in the practice of law.
The ﬁrm has a broad based full service capability spanning multiple practice
areas including corporate, commercial, competition law, dispute resolution,
intellectual property, labour & employment, M&A, private equity and regulatory affairs. It also caters to a wide range of industries such as aviation &
aerospace, automotive, defence, food & pharmaceuticals, infrastructure and
TMT. PSA’s clients are large and mid-sized global corporations operating in
India as well as pure Indian companies.
Priti Suri, founder-partner, noted: “We believe that we give signiﬁcant attention to the minutest detail and provide extremely personalised service to our
clients. We express deﬁnitive views in order to bring clarity to legal issues
so that we are able to assist and contribute in speeding up the decision
making processes.
“For us the client’s interest is paramount, which is reinforced internally on
a constant basis and, to that end, we staff matters efﬁciently. We also ensure that the client never pays for any learning curve. Moreover, we possess
the necessary in-depth industry knowledge in the areas that we operate in
which, in our view, adds value to the client. We train our lawyers to act as a
reliable resource for the client and not merely as an external adviser.”
Ms Suri has more than 27 years’ experience spread across three continents. She has developed the ﬁrm and represented its international and
domestic clients in the full range of cross-border M&A transactions, strate-

gic investments, JVs, venture capital ﬁnancings, structuring private equity
deals, leveraged buyouts and divestitures. Transaction sizes have varied
from $5 million to more than $900 million.
Ms Suri stated: “A major area of law that cannot be ignored is competition law, critical for business operations and M&A where combinations
require approval if prescribed ﬁscal thresholds are crossed. As part of
its ‘CSR’ efforts, PSA was instrumental in conceptualising and organising
competition advocacy pan-India events in conjunction with the Competition
Commission of India and Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry to promote awareness and competition advocacy in six major
cities. While the gain may not be visible immediately, this endeavour gave
the ﬁrm visibility and awareness of a crucial area of law was spread simultaneously.”
With the new Companies Act coming into force, there is greater anticipation of new M&A activity. However, the challenges will remain since the
corresponding changes in other areas of law, such as FEMA, will need
attention and revisions after careful consideration. Some areas, such as
defence, are grey and require constant intervention of the regulators. Ms
Suri added: “We can only help in overcoming key legal issues by working
closely with the regulators to underscore concerns of businesses and,
potentially, ﬁnd solutions for all involved.”
She commented on the ﬁrm’s objectives for the coming 12 months. She
said: “There are plans to expand, continue to hire at senior levels and focus
on growing certain upcoming verticals.”
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Mid-Market - Tax Law Firm of the Year in India
Vaish Associates Advocates
Ajay Vohra
Managing Partner
Flat # 5-7 | 10 Hailey Road | New Delhi 110001 (India).
Tel: +(91 11) 4249 2525
Fax: +(91 11) 4249 2600, 2332 0484
E-mail: ajay@vaishlaw.com

Professional Qualiﬁcations
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Law
• Fellow Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
Bar Admissions
Admitted to the Bar Council of Delhi (licensed to practice in India)
Member of Professional Bodies
• Supreme Court Bar Association (practicing)
• Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (practicing)
• Institute of Chartered Accountant of India
Practice Areas
• Domestic and International Taxation including Litigation, Advisory, Corporate Reorganization and Tax Planning and Transfer Pricing
Sectors
• Banking & Finance
• Manufacturing & Engineering
• Healthcare & Insurance
• Real Estate
Experience
Mr. Ajay Vohra is Managing Partner of Vaish Associates and has been
practicing since last 29 years in the area of domestic and international tax

and is a leading arguing counsel before Tax Tribunals, High Courts and the
Supreme Court. The Courts have often acknowledged and referred with
compliments to his contribution. He has argued several cases involving
complex issues having wide ramiﬁcations, which has contributed immensely to the tax jurisprudence in the country, which are reported in leading tax
journals and can be accessed at various tax research engines, like Lexsite,
Manupatra, Taxsutra, Taxindiaonline, etc.
Apart from litigation before Courts, he is also actively involved in the
advisory practice relating to M & A, international tax and transfer pricing.
Mr. Vohra has been rated as one of the “most highly-acclaimed legal
experts in the Asia-Paciﬁc region” in the ﬁeld of Taxation by Asialaw Leading Lawyers Guide for each of the years 2006 to 2012. The Tax Director’s
Handbook (supported by KPMG) highly recommends “Mr. Ajay Vohra’s tax
team for complex direct tax issues”.
Other Pursuits
He has been regularly contributing articles in various journals and addressing seminars nationally and internationally. Amongst various positions
currently held by him are Member of Managing Committee of the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Director of Yes Bank Ltd. & Chairman
of its Audit and Compliance Committee and Director of HCL Infosystems
Limited. He has been the past Chairman of International Fiscal Association
– India Branch, past Chairman of the Direct Taxes Committee of the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Vice Chair of the Tax Law Committee
of the International Paciﬁc Bar Association and Member of Board of Directors / Regional Coordinator for Asia-Paciﬁc Region, of the World Law Group.

Restructuring Law Firm of the Year in India
Dhir & Dhir Associates
Mr Alok Dhir
Managing Partner
Tel: +91-11-42410000
contact@dhirassociates.com
www.dhirassociates.com

• Number of Partners: 07
• Number of Associate Partners: 06
• Number of Associates: 60
• Principal Ofﬁces: Delhi
• Other Ofﬁces: Mumbai

Dhir & Dhir Associates is a full service law ﬁrm. Established in 1993 with

right talent and knowledge to deliver commercially pragmatic advice.

medium businesses, multinational corporations, banking & ﬁnancial

Key Practice Areas:

government authorities.

Anti-trust & Competition, Banking & Finance, Capital Markets & Securities

The ﬁrm has a team of more than 100 including 60 lawyers, chartered

Dispute Resolution & Arbitration, Employment, Environment, Healthcare,

ofﬁces in Delhi and Mumbai, the ﬁrm represents many large, small and
institutions as well as public sector undertakings, ministries and

accountants, company secretaries and management consultants who
are results driven with a keen sense of business, legal and ﬁnancial
acumen. The ﬁrm can therefore provide broader expertise and

Aerospace & Defence, Anti-dumping, International Trade & WTO,
Law, Corporate & Commercial, Corporate Restructuring & Insolvency,
Food & Drug, Infrastructure & Energy, Information Technology,
E-Commerce, Outsourcing, Joint Ventures, M&A / Private Equity,
Media & Broadcasting, Real Estate, Telecommunication & Technology.

perspective, as the advantage comes from a team of multidisciplinary
professionals having relevant experience. The ﬁrm is professionally
managed and has a CEO supported by a CFO & COO.
The aim of the ﬁrm is to provide clear, concise and practical advice
with time bound deliverables to support its clients’ business objectives.
Its innovative and pragmatic solutions extend beyond practices and
borders to suit clients’ business needs. The ﬁrm’s global perspective is
based on its knowledge of the sector/industry, local laws and customs.
The team of professionals understand issues across a broad spectrum
of business and legal practices. This ﬂuency allows the ﬁrm to bring the

Corporate Restructuring & Insolvency:

The ﬁrm is undisputedly a market leader in the Corporate Restructuring
and Insolvency space, and has consistently maintained its reputation
and number one position. The ﬁrm offers comprehensive service in
corporate restructuring led by commercial insolvency, insolvency
related litigation, corporate debt restructuring, negotiated settlements,
enforcement of security interest, securitization process and reﬁnancing.
The ﬁrm, through its critical advice, has been able to put hundreds of
companies on the revival path.
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Commercial Litigation Lawyer of the Year in Indonesia
Lubis Ganie Surowidjojo
Dr Mohamed Idwan (‘Kiki’) Ganie
Managing Partner
Tel: +62 21 831-5005, 831-5025
ganie@lgslaw.co.id
www.lgsonline.com

Lubis Ganie Surowidjojo (LGS) was founded in 1985 by Timbul Thomas
Lubis, Dr Ganie and Arief Tarunakarya Surowidjojo. Since then, LGS has
grown into the largest corporate transactions and corporate litigation ﬁrm
in Indonesia.
One of the ﬁrm’s unique selling points is the combination of its
long-standing commercial law practice and its premier litigation department, which offers extensive experience in dealing with commercial
disputes in the context of arbitration and alternative dispute resolution –
as well as litigation – in the Indonesian courts.
Managing partner Dr Mohamed Idwan Ganie noted: “This allows
our corporate transaction departments to beneﬁt from such litigation
experience, and from their own compliance work, to ensure that any
transactions handled by the ﬁrm are carried out with a view to the
potential for future disputes and any existing risks.”
LGS has also obtained Lloyd’s Register Quality Assurance certiﬁcations of ISO 9001:2008 for Quality Management systems and ISO
14001:2004 for Environmental Management systems – to ensure the
quality of all aspects of the ﬁrm’s operations and services.
Mr Ganie graduated from the Faculty of Law of the University of
Indonesia and holds a PhD in Law from the University of Hamburg. Dr
Ganie is a chairman of the Association of Indonesian Anti-Trust Lawyers,
a member of the regional panel of the Singapore International Arbitration

Centre (SIAC), and a fellow (FSIarb) of the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators.
Further, he has more than 30 years’ legal experience, and specialises
in commercial transactions as well as commercial litigation, including
alternative dispute resolution, and has acted as an expert in a number
of court and arbitration proceedings.
His expertise covers general corporate/company law, banking law,
ﬁnance, bankruptcy and restructuring, mining, investment, acquisitions,
infrastructure projects/project ﬁnance, antitrust, and shipping/aviation,
with a particular focus on corporate governance and compliance.
Mr Ganie added: “LGS’ lawyers have experience representing a
diverse range of clients, including domestic and multinational corporations, public and private companies, government instrumentalities and
state owned enterprises.
“We strive on addressing the challenges faced by our clients and
approach them with a pragmatic view that is driven by a deep understanding of their business needs, and of the surrounding practicalities
of the legal and business landscape that they operate in.
“In litigation, due to the differences of legal systems and legal
realities, we have a close and intense working relationship with our
foreign clients to ensure that they understand any legal impact and
options available under Indonesian law. This ensures that they can have
the available results and options commercially ‘translated’, and realistically analysed, at each stage of the proceedings.”
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Financial Transactions Lawyer of the Year in Indonesia
Hutabarat Halim & Rekan
Pheo M Hutabarat
Founding Partner
Tel: +62-21 2988 5988
Fax: +62-21 2988 5989
pheo.hutabarat@hhrlawyers.com
www.hhrlawyers.com

Hutabarat Halim & Rekan (HHR) is one of the leading
commercial law ﬁrms in Indonesia. It was founded
by a number of experienced Indonesian commercial,
corporate and ﬁnance lawyers with skills across a
broad range of legal practice areas. HHR has grown
steadily to include a number of partners, of-counsel
(foreign lawyer), lawyers and professional support
staff with a total of almost 50 persons, all of whom are
distinguished in their respective areas of specialty and
professionalism.
Pheo M Hutabarat is the founding partner of the ﬁrm. His areas
of specialisation include: capital markets & securities; banking &
ﬁnance; project ﬁnance; energy & natural resources; corporate
& investment; mergers & acquisitions; insolvency & corporate
reorganisation; commercial dispute litigation; real property & tourism; franchise, agency & distribution; and man power and human
resources.
The Asia Paciﬁc Legal 500, 2005/2006 Edition, has acknowledged and awarded Mr Hutabarat as one of the leading individuals in dispute resolution in Indonesia, particularly in the area of
practice of commercial dispute resolution.
His extensive experience in drafting and structuring legal
framework as well as transaction documents within his areas of
practices has led him to handle various types of transactional and
transnational projects, and to facilitate various multinational companies to do their business and project in Indonesia.
Mr Hutabarat is a graduate from Faculty of Law of the Catholic
University of Parahyangan, Bandung, Indonesia. He is a member
of the Association of Indonesian Advocates (PERADI), the Indonesian Association of Capital Market Legal and has his licence as a
capital market legal consultant. He is also a licensed advocate in
Indonesia, the INSOL International, the International Bar Association and the Inter-Paciﬁc Bar Association.
He has been a guest speaker at a number of conferences and
seminars in domestic as well as international forum, and has contributed many of his writings to International journals and leading
publications.
His articles and writing have recently been published in: ‘Merger Control Worldwide’, Cambridge University Press, 2005; ‘The

Asia Paciﬁc Antitrust & Trade Review 2005’, The International Journal
of Competition Policy and Regulation, Special Report, Global Competition Review, 2005; ‘Merger Control – The International Regulation of
Mergers and Joint Ventures in 54 Jurisdictions Worldwide’, Getting the
Deal Through, Global Competition Review, 2006; ‘International Arbitration 2006: A Practical Insight to Cross-Border International Arbitration
Work’, Global Legal Group, 2006; ‘Legal Aspect of Free Trade: An
Overview of the Readiness of the Indonesian Law in Implementing Free
Trade’ (Aspek Hukum dari Perdagangan Bebas, Menelaah Kesiapan
Hukum Indonesia dalam Melaksanakan Perdagangan Bebas), Citra
Aditya Bakti, 2003; and ‘Indonesian Chapter of law and practice of
Product Liability Defenses in Indonesia’, Product Liability Defenses
Book 2007, DRI – The Voice of Defense Bar.
HHR is qualiﬁed and has a licence to practise in capital market
transactions, as well as in litigation and commercial dispute cases. The
ﬁrm provides services to various clients which consist of both foreign
and domestic institutions. HHR is principally engaged in the provision
of legal services to foreign and domestic companies, securities companies, banks and ﬁnancial institutions which are doing their business
in Indonesia.
The ﬁrm specialises in: banking & ﬁnance; capital markets &
securities; commercial dispute resolution; competition and regulated
industry; corporate & investment; criminal investigation and litigation;
energy & natural resources; infrastructure development; insurance &
re-insurance; intellectual property & information technology; manpower
& industrial relations; media & telecommunication; and real property.
Independent surveys and international legal publications consistently rank HHR as a leading and dynamic law ﬁrm in Indonesia.
The ﬁrm has been recommended by the Asia Paciﬁc Legal 500,
International Financial Law Review 1000 and Asia Law Proﬁles as
a leading transactional law ﬁrm in Indonesia. In 1998, three years
after its incorporation, the Asia Paciﬁc Legal 500 recognised HHR’s
capability and expertise in six areas of practice, out of the seven areas
of practice which were listed. The ﬁrm’s expertise and capability have
been acknowledged in: corporate and commercial, capital markets,
project ﬁnance, banking, intellectual property and commercial dispute
resolution.
HHR’s mission is to be recognised internationally as one of the
leading law ﬁrms and top tier of Indonesian commercial law ﬁrms
especially in core (niche) markets as well as speciﬁc areas of practice.
Its core values are: commitment to clients, ethical standards, drive for
excellence, team work and dynamic leadership.
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IP Law Firm of the Year in Indonesia
Law Office Cita Citrawinda Noerhadi
& Associates
Cita Citrawinda
Partner
Tel: +62 21 8354005
cita_p@ccpassociates.com
www.ccp-associates.com

Law Ofﬁce Cita Citrawinda Noerhadi & Associates’ (CCN) roots date back
to 1987, when Dr Cita Citrawinda was managing partner at Biro Oktroi
Roosseno until March, 2004. The ﬁrm has the support and backing of a
team comprised of professional intellectual property lawyers, skilled technical persons, well-experienced staff and a chain of lawyers.
Cita Citrawinda, CCN founder and partner, is a prominent intellectual
property consultant and former chairperson of the Indonesia Intellectual
Property Society. She received a Law degree from University of Indonesia
in 1985 and was the ﬁrst woman in Indonesia to receive a Master of Intellectual Property degree in 1993 – Franklin Pierce Law Center, Concord,
New Hampshire, US. Ms Citrawinda is a frequent speaker at seminars,
workshops and conferences, addressing intellectual property matters.
CCN is pleased to offer a broad range of legal services, primarily for
the protection of all kinds of intellectual property rights, including trade
and/or service marks, patents, copyrights, trade secrets and industrial
designs, both national and international. Other services provided by the
ﬁrm include investigations, evaluation of intellectual property objects,
intellectual property audit and related aspects of both competitive and
commercial law, distributorship and domain names.
The ﬁrm also handles litigation arising from infringements of its clients’
proprietary interests, such as oppositions, defence against oppositions,
cancellation actions, infringement actions, criminal actions against counterfeiters, injunctions and actions seeking compensation for damages,
providing guidance to avoid infringement of existing third-party intellectual
property rights, as well as other civil and criminal cases.

CCN offers legal counselling on intellectual property laws, unfair competition law and contract law, including licensing and franchising. The ﬁrm
also prepares and drafts patent speciﬁcations and claims, as well as ﬁling
and prosecuting patent, trademark, copyright, industrial design and layout
designs of integrated circuit applications in Indonesia and abroad.
Further, it offers legal assistance in nullity lawsuits and/or enforcement
of intellectual property rights and defends clients in trademark, patent,
copyright, industrial design and cancellation proceedings. It also handles
dispute resolutions before administrative authorities in intellectual property
and related laws.
CCN advises on intellectual property matters, searches and opinions
on registration, along with handling the preparation and review of licensing
and franchising agreements. It offers patent, trademark, copyright, industrial design and surveillance and/or infringement investigation services,
and provides data and information services on intellectual property rights.
Moreover, the ﬁrm negotiates all forms of intellectual property rights
transfer regarding the ownership of intellectual property, and handles
infringement litigation in intellectual property rights and unfair competition.
CCN is adequately equipped with qualiﬁed professionals, including an
intellectual property consultant, lawyers, attorneys, advocates, engineers
and paralegals, who are ready to take care of every necessary action
involved in the management of intellectual property. They employ their
experience and expertise, skills and talents to meet and overcome all
challenges in the protection of intellectual property rights, advising clients
in connection with the unfair competition laws, contractual agreements, as
well as handling cases outside of intellectual property matters.
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Transport Law Firm of the Year in Indonesia
Dyah Ersita & Partners
Andrew Sriro
Partner
Tel: +62.21.520.3171
asriro@sriro.com
www.sriro.com

Dyah Ersita & Partners is an Indonesian law ﬁrm practising international and
domestic business transactions, litigation and arbitration. It is dedicated to the
provision of prompt and effective legal business planning and risk management
advisory services.
With its various divisions, the ﬁrm’s practice encompasses nearly every major
Indonesian legal concentration. It welcomes the opportunity to provide creative
and innovative solutions to clients involved in Indonesia’s fast-paced, competitive and evolving industries.
Dyah Ersita & Partners’ corporate division structures, forms and manages
Indonesian and offshore legal entities. It provides services that encompass all
aspects of public and private equity and debt offerings, mutual funds, derivatives, commodities, options and other capital market transactions, mergers,
amalgamations, sales and acquisitions. The ﬁrm advises clients on regulatory
compliance, shareholders’ agreements and employment related issues.
The ﬁrm’s banking, investment and ﬁnance division serves international and
domestic bankers, investment managers and advisers, investors and developers with the negotiation, drafting and management of ﬁnancial obligations. It
also assists international and domestic insurance companies, brokers and insureds with all aspects of insurance business regulatory compliance, formation
and management, underwriting, claims and dispute resolution requirements.
The commercial division assists clients in the development of their businesses through expansion of their networks of business relationships. It handles joint
ventures, joint operations and franchise agreements, build-operate and transfer
or lease agreements, technology and intellectual property transfer, licensing
agreements, trade, supply and requirements contracts, construction and management contracts, production sharing contracts, and all manner of real estate,

sales, leasing, manufacturing, agency, distribution and shipping transactions.
The commercial division offers admiralty, maritime and aviation law services
in all aspects of Indonesian sectors. It represents ﬁnance and banking stakeholders, vessel owners, insurers and reinsurers, shippers and port authorities,
developers, engineers, operators and navigation service providers in transactions and litigation matters.
The immigration and labour division assists clients in all aspects of immigration and labour regulatory compliance and permitting, hiring and utilisation
of local and foreign human resources, terminations, labour union activities,
strikes, lock-outs, and dispute resolution proceedings.
The dispute resolution, litigation and arbitration division engages in a broad
spectrum of Indonesian litigation and alternative dispute resolution practice
with experience in the ﬁnance, banking, tax, unlawful competition, media, defamation, libel, joint venture, insurance, foreign investment, telecommunications,
broadcasting, mining, oil and gas, aviation, shipping, maritime, admiralty and
public interest. It has had success at all levels of the Indonesian court system.
Dyah Ersita & Partners is committed to providing responsive attorneys and
efﬁciently managed cases and transactions that meet the needs of its clients.
The ﬁrm provides assistance to a wide range of clients throughout Indonesia
and abroad, including individuals, entrepreneurs, major governmental and
ﬁnancial institutions and large, medium and small scale businesses.
Andrew Sriro, Dyah Ersita & Partners partner, specialises in maritime,
shipping, aviation, trade, insurance, banking, ﬁnance, secured transactions,
capital markets, securities, commodities, infrastructure projects, construction,
corporate, investment, commercial transactions, labour, immigration, dispute
resolution, litigation and arbitration. He was admitted to the California Bar
Association in 1993.

Client Choice - Corporate Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines / Editor’s Choice - Criminal Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines
/ IP Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines / Litigation Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines
Esguerra & Blanco
Abelaine T Alcantara
Senior Associate
Tel: +63 2 840-3413 to 15
lynn.alcantara@bleslaw.com
www.bleslaw.com

Esguerra & Blanco is a full-service ﬁrm that advises both local and international clients on all areas of Philippine law. The ﬁrm’s strongest practice
areas are litigation, corporate, tax and intellectual property matters. It also
excels in contracts, estate planning, labour and employment relations, arbitration, corporate rehabilitation, real property, mining and energy, foreign
investments, telecommunications, information technology, admiralty and
governmental relation and regulatory affairs.
Abelaine T Alcantara, Esguerra & Blanco senior associate, practises in the
areas of intellectual property law, corporate and tax law and litigation. She
was admitted to the Philippine Bar in 2003.
Esguerra & Blanco advises corporate clients on compliance and good
governance, as well as contracts, corporate rehabilitation, real property,
mining and energy, foreign investments, telecommunication, banking and
ﬁnance, insurance, governmental relations and regulatory affairs.
The ﬁrm’s lawyers are able to serve as corporate secretaries, assisting
clients in managing director and stockholder meetings, share issuances
and transfers, record keeping, and complying with reporting requirements
imposed by such agencies as the Securities and Exchange Commission,
the Department of Trade and Industry, the Board of Investments and the
Philippines Stock Exchange. The ﬁrm has the experience and systems
for servicing special types of corporations such as non-stock non-proﬁt
corporations, including educational institutions and foundations. It also
represents major banks and insurance companies in all types of ﬁnancing
transactions and regulatory matters.
Esguerra & Blanco’s intellectual property law practice area includes ad-

vertising, food and drugs and information and communication technology,
offering a wide range of services. This includes basic rights protection such
as registration of trademark, copyright, patent and technology transfer.
The ﬁrm routinely handles ﬁlings with, and proceedings at, the Intellectual Property Ofﬁce and the Bureau of Food and Drugs in respect to
brand name clearance, product registration and regulatory compliance for
food, drug, cosmetic, devices and hazardous substance regulation and
consumer protection.
Its IP lawyers are specialists in IPR litigation, including inter partes and
other administrative proceedings before the Intellectual Property Ofﬁce,
Department of Trade and Industry, as well as cases with other administrative
agencies and regular courts designated to try unfair competition, trademark
or copyright infringement, anti-counterfeiting and other IPR cases.
Esguerra & Blanco’s litigation practice has handled a broad range of
cases, for a variety of clients. The ﬁrm has acted for individuals, private
corporations and governments. The litigation lawyers expertly handle the
settlement of dispute whether through negotiation, mediation, arbitration
or judicial and quasi-judicial proceedings. Its advice is orientated to the
successful disposition of disputes, including, and many times preferably,
the bridging of conﬂict and avoidance of suits.
The ﬁrm provides clients with advocacies and litigation strategies
grounded on thorough preparation, sensitivity to the client’s business
goals and awareness of the practical concerns that affect most litigation.
Many of Esguerra & Blanco’s trial lawyers have strong backgrounds
in business law, making the ﬁrm a top choice for complex commercial
litigation.
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Editor’s Choice - Energy Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines / Client Choice - IP Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines /
Cross Border - Labour Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines
Puyat Jacinto & Santos
Monalisa C Dimalanta
Partner
Tel: +632 8405025 to 28
mcdimalanta@pjslaw.com
www.pjslaw.com

Gwen Grecia-De Vera
Partner
Tel: +632 8405025 TO 28
ggdevera@pjslaw.com
www.pjslaw.com

Puyat Jacinto & Santos (PJS Law) is a full service law ﬁrm offering a comprehensive range of legal services in the areas of labour law, corporate and
commercial law, capital markets, litigation, immigration law, taxation, intellectual
property, information technology, energy and special projects. It takes pride in
providing excellent legal services and total client care, through a combination of
traditional approaches and cutting-edge innovations.
PJS Law’s energy practice has been consistently recognised among international publications and industry events, as well as client surveys, as top
tier and standard-setting in the Philippine market. The ﬁrm’s lawyers have an
incomparable depth of knowledge of the regulatory framework, investment
structures and market conditions in the Philippines. The lawyers take the
wealth of experience, which has been gained over the years, into each transaction. Their innovative approaches to emerging structures are a result of their
close collaboration with international counsels and other industry players.
Monalisa C Dimalanta, PJS Law partner, commented: “Some of the notable
highlights of PJS Law’s energy practice are as follows: acting as counsel
to majority of the power generation companies in the Philippines in various
capacities – M&A transaction counsel, regulatory adviser, tax consultant and
general corporate counsel; providing representation and assistance to various
power industry participants in seeking approval of the ERC of generation
tariffs in power supply agreements and other regulatory compliance matters;
and advising renewable energy developers in the ﬁnancing, construction and
operation of power generation assets under the Philippine Renewable Energy
Law of 2008.”
Further, the ﬁrm has previously acted as counsels to the Department

Roy Enrico C Santos
Partner
Tel: +632 8405025 to 28
rcsantos@pjslaw.com
www.pjslaw.com

of Energy in the preparatory work for the Philippine WESM. Work included
assistance in the incorporation of the Philippine Electricity Market Corporation
(PEMC) and the interim Market Operator of the WESM, among others.
And with the Philippines’ aggressive growth in consumer brands and IT
development products, PJS Law is busy addressing the transactional requirements relating to IP. This includes: negotiation and clearance/registration of
technology transfer agreements, licence agreements, advising on questions
relating to data privacy and protection, competition policy and antitrust and
intellectual property issues arising from infrastructure projects (PPPs).
Gwen Grecia-De Vera, PJS Law partner, noted: “We feel that we are well
placed today to advise enterprising and aggressive local business and brands,
as well as advising in IP aspects of foreign investments in the Philippines.”
PJS Law’s labour and employment practice provides legal advice on
matters involving employer-employee relationships, including issues on
employment beneﬁts, labour standards, termination of employment and union
activities. The ﬁrm has successfully advised and assisted clients in meeting
diverse economic conditions by designing creative employment structures,
providing advice on reorganisation of personnel, labour cost-cutting measures
and outsourcing of work functions.
Roy Enrico C Santos, PJS Law partner, added: “We also represent clients
in labour cases involving claims of illegal termination and unpaid wages and
beneﬁts. Some of the more relevant experiences in the ﬁeld of labour law are
as follows: providing legal advice and representation to Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO) companies; assisting clients in terminating employment for
cause; and providing solutions to downsizing requirements of client companies.”

Patent Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines
Romulo Mabanta Buenaventura Sayoc
& De Los Angeles
21st Floor Philamlife Tower
8767 Paseo de Roxas
Makati City 1226, Philippines
Tel: +(632) 848-0114 / 555-9555
Fax: +(632) 810-3110 / 815-3172
romulo@romulo.com
www.romulo.com

Romulo offers a full range of legal services with its team of talented and

in prosecuting applications and maintaining registrations before the In-

experienced lawyers who are experts in their own ﬁelds.

tellectual Property Ofﬁce, as well as in pursuing civil and criminal cases

The Intellectual Property Department of Romulo is engaged in the full

appropriate government agencies in obtaining and implementing search

spectrum of intellectual property practice in the Philippines. It is involved
in protecting patents, trademarks and copyrights, and in negotiating and
registering licensing and technology transfer agreements.
The Intellectual Property Department has had considerable practice

involving infringement and unfair competition. It also coordinates with
warrants for the seizure of infringing articles.
Upon the request of clients, the Intellectual Property Department
monitors applications for the registration of trademarks and patents
which might infringe upon their trademarks and patents.
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Regional - Tax Law Firm of the Year in the Philippines
Santiago & Santiago Law Offices
Amado R. Santiago III
Managing Partner
Tel. No.: (+632) 631-2727
Fax No.: (+632) 631-2755
E-mail: bummer@santiagolaw.com.ph
URL: www.santiagolaw.com.ph

The Firm directly assists its clients in tax planning, drafting opinions, handling and settling tax
assessments, securing vital tax rulings and clearances, and engaging in tax litigation.
Santiago & Santiago is a general professional partnership engaged in the practice of law in the Philippines.
It is a full service ﬁrm that provides legal services
related to all the endeavors and concerns of its
corporate and individual clients, ranging from
corporate law and civil law issues.

professional integrity and personal service its clients deserve.

The Firm is a leader, among others, in dispensing legal advice

compatible with the independence, integrity and effectiveness of

regarding tax consequences that may result from the transactions of its clients. The Firm directly assists its clients in tax
planning, drafting opinions, handling and settling tax assessments, securing vital tax rulings and clearances, and engaging
in tax litigation. On a personal level, the Firm provides legal
assistance in the preparation of wills and estate planning in
general.
Consisting of two (2) Partners, ten (10) associates and ten
(10) of counsels, the Firm strongly believes in having a manageable legal team in order to give the focus, responsiveness,

The Firm, relying on its extensive experience and track record
for reliability, seeks to provide its local and international clients, in
all matters, creative and sound legal advice, comprehensive total
solutions and value-driven assistance to help them attain their
objectives.
As part of its commitment to excellence, the Firm makes
its services available in an efﬁcient and convenient manner
the legal profession. It lives by its thrust that the practice of law,
more than anything else, is an honorable profession, and that
ultimately, its services will be judged on how it maintains the same
thrust.
The Firm caters to a wide spectrum of clients, from individuals to
large corporate entities with national operations. Among its notable
clients are the largest shipping and logistics company in the Philippines, the leading automotive and industrial battery manufacturer
and distributor in the Philippines, and one of the largest quick serve
groups of restaurants in the Philippines.
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International - Media Law Firm of the Year in Singapore
Company	
  logo:

Wee Swee Teow & Co
Mr Giam Chin Toon SC
Partner
Tel: +65 65322966
ctgiam@wst.com.sg
www.wst.com.sg

Wee Swee Teow & Co was founded in 1912 and is considered a heritage
law ﬁrm. It is in fact the oldest home-grown law ﬁrm in Singapore and it
celebrated its 100th year of practice in 2012.
It was founded by Mr Wee Swee Teow – a prominent citizen of his time.
After his death, the ﬁrm was managed by his erudite son, the late Wee
Eng Lock. The late Wee Eng Lock was one of the most distinguished
conveyancers of his time.
The late Wee Chong Jin joined the ﬁrm as a partner from 1940 to
1957. Subsequently, he left the ﬁrm to be a Judge of the Supreme Court
of Singapore and was the ﬁrst Asian Chief Justice of Singapore.
The ﬁrm provides legal services and advice on a broad spectrum of
work. Its partners have impressive credentials and experience and quite
a number have been in practice for over forty years. The ﬁrm has a full
service practice, advising clients on areas as diverse as civil and criminal litigation, intellectual property, defamation, trust, estate planning,
family law, construction disputes and boasts an especially strong real
estate department.
In regard to Media Law issues/disputes, the ﬁrm is particularly
pleased with its expertise in defamation. The ﬁrm has a good record in
acting for and defending clients in claims of defamation and is very familiar with the various jurisdictions’ take on defences in defamation such
as absolute privilege, qualiﬁed privilege and justiﬁcation.

WEE SWEE TEOW & CO
Our Mr Giam Chin Toon SC has over 40 years of experience. He acted as Counsel in numerous major cases in court proceedings and before
arbitral tribunals. He has also served as arbitrator in many arbitrations
both domestic and international.
Mr Giam was among the ﬁrst group of lawyers to be appointed as
Senior Counsel in 1997. He continues to be a leading lawyer in many
areas of the law. Mr Giam is a former President of the Law Society of
Singapore. He has previously served as Chairman of the Criminal Legal
Aid Scheme.
Mr Giam has also played a key role in developing The Law Society’s
ﬁrst pro bono scheme – the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme. He was formerly
the Chairman of the Inquiry Panel of the Law Society, Chairman of the
Rules & Etiquette Committee of the Law Society, as well as the Chairman
of the Sub-Committee on the Review of Arbitration Laws in Singapore.
He is currently a Director in the Board of the Singapore Mediation Centre, a Member of the Senate of the Academy of Law. Mr Giam also sits as
a director of several private and public-listed companies. Currently, Mr
Giam serves as Singapore’s non-resident Ambassador to the Republic
of Peru.
The C C Tan Award is presented by the Law Society to honour a
member who exempliﬁes the virtues of the legal profession – honesty,
fair play and personal integrity. In November 2006, Mr Giam was presented with the award.

Patent Law Firm of the Year in South Korea
YOU ME Patent & Law Firm
Won-Ho Kim
Managing Partner
Tel: +82-(0)2-3458-0101
email@youme.com
www.youme.com

Since its establishment in 1981, YOU ME Patent & Law Firm has grown to
become one of the most recognised IP ﬁrms in Korea. Although mid-sized,
YOU ME has one of the largest groupings of patent attorneys in Korea,
covering the three main areas of electronics, mechanics and biochemistry.
More than 80 IP attorneys and 11 attorneys-at-law from the US, Australia
and Korea are assisted by eight foreign consultants and more than 170
technical engineers and administrative staff.
YOU ME’s patent services include drafting and translating speciﬁcations
in Korean, English, Chinese or Japanese, undertaking advanced prior
art searches, evaluating different technologies, managing client patent
portfolios, as well as offering counsel for patent infringement and litigation
matters. As such, YOU ME has obtained patents in more than 50 countries.
Since 2002, the Korean Intellectual Property Ofﬁce (KIPO) has recognised
YOU ME as the ﬁrm with the highest number of ﬁlings in Korea annually.
Managing partner Won-Ho Kim noted that two signiﬁcant milestones
have helped YOU ME to further cultivate and sustain the high standard
of services it offers today. “In 2006, a US ofﬁce, reﬂecting a new business
alliance, was established in Washington, DC,” he said. This allowed YOU
ME to upgrade its competitiveness and, in 2007, the ﬁrm established a
separate legal ofﬁce in Korea to provide clients with legal services related
to IP litigation as well as general legal matters.
Mr Kim added: “We encourage our attorneys to continuously improve
and update their qualiﬁcations, as well as providing them with opportunities to study abroad. As a result, YOU ME encourages taking a proactive

approach to always ﬁnd the most efﬁcient and comprehensive solutions
to contribute to the advancement of our clients’ IP assets.”
The ﬁrm’s clients are currently composed of both domestic and
international clients, including Fortune 500 companies, medium to smallsized entities, as well as individual inventors. The ﬁrm adopts a personal
approach with its clients to establish a solid working relationship based
on complete trust and, as a result of its interactive approach, YOU ME
has successfully forged numerous long term relationships that have seen
a number of its clients grow from national stature to international industry
leaders.
Mr Kim concluded: “We are often approached by international clients
for patent prosecution matters. YOU ME wishes to offer the highest
level of IP protection. However, aspects of Korean IP Law differ from the
standards required by major IP countries such as the US, Japan and
Europe. As a result, we actively engage with IP professionals, private
industry sectors, the Korean Intellectual Property Ofﬁce and the National
Assembly to encourage the harmonisation of Korean IP Law to that of
international standards.
“In the coming 12 months, we will continue to seek about bringing
further cooperation between Korean attorneys-at-law and patent
attorneys to ensure that a bill, which will allow attorneys-at-law and
patent attorneys to co-represent clients in IP infringement actions, is
passed. Such measures would allow patent attorneys greater freedom
when carrying out their IP roles – and vastly expand the roles of IP ﬁrms
in Korea.”
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台北市中山北路三段27號13樓 業務涵括知識產權之申請、侵權及訴訟
13th Fl., 27 Sec. 3, Chung San N. Rd., Taipei 104, Taiwan, R.O.C.
Tel: +886-2-25856688 / Fax: +886-2-25989900/25978989
Email: email@deepnfar.com.tw www.deepnfar.com.tw

IP Law Firm
of the Year
in Taiwan

本所有如璞玉或玉礦，值得您永續無盡開採，讓所擁知識產權熠熠生輝。
We are just like an uncut jade or gem mine. If you use us, you shall soon feel like
discovering treasures and ﬁnd your IP portfolio shining its light forever.
深邃胸懷、淵博知識與精進不懈，始見榮耀之肇。
Deep In Mind, Knowledge and Eﬀorts, Far Goal In.

Client Choice - Banking & Finance Law Firm of the Year in Turkey
Budak Law Office
Onder Budak
Managing Partner
Tel: +90 212 270 9600 +905339688505
onder.budak@budaklegal.com
www.budaklegal.com

Budak Law Ofﬁce is an independent law ofﬁce located in Istanbul,

multinational bank (Italian – Austrian partnership) located in Istanbul.

companies as well as individuals. Budak Law Ofﬁce is committed to

transactions during her time in the international transactions section of

providing legal services to domestic and multinational commercial

She gained valuable experience in international and local ﬁnancing

providing legal services for national and international clients, and strives

the bank’s legal department.”

communication. Punctuality is another value that Budak Law Ofﬁce

ensuring a capacity for networking efﬁciently with like-minded ﬁrms.

to develop relationships with its clients based on trust, honesty and open
prioritises when providing legal representation and service to its clients.
The ﬁrm’s core practice areas are Commercial Law, Corporate Law,
Banking and Finance Law. Its advisers provide legal consultancy to
clients regarding their investments in Turkey, including establishment of
companies or joint ventures, creating the appropriate structure for Turkey
operations. Consulting services are also provided in matters of ﬁnancing
agreements, sale and distribution and service agreements (and related
security arrangements), legal assistance in real estate acquisitions, legal
consultancy regarding daily operations of companies and employment
issues, as well as dispute resolution.
Managing partner Onder Budak noted: “Partners of our ofﬁce
gained experience in one of the big audit ﬁrms before founding Budak
Law Ofﬁce, and so we are very familiar with ﬁnance environments. One
of our partners, Nilufer Budak, worked as an in-house counsel of a

Moreover, Budak Law Ofﬁce is a member of Legal Netlink Alliance,
A high percentage of the ﬁrm’s clients are foreign investors who plan to
invest in, or have investments in, Turkey.
“Owing to their backgrounds, our partners are highly experienced in
international business,” said Mr Budak. “We do understand needs and
expectations of the clients. We are aware of the potential problems that
may be confronted; meanwhile, we provide our clients with elaborated
information regarding any given transaction at the outset, and take all
required measures to ﬁnalise the transaction in a quick, smooth and
healthy way.
“Last, but by no means least, we maintain close relationships with
our clients. Our clients are kept in direct contact with our partners
throughout all stages of the transaction, and receive updates in a
timely fashion during this process. We emphasise the importance of
punctuality and client service – and consider these key pillars at all
times when providing our services.”
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2012 brought challenges to the European Union in the form of sovereign debt risks and the attempts made by governments
to tackle them. In the last several years, Greece, Ireland and Portugal have received EU and IMF backed bailouts which, in
partnership with strict state-encouraged austerity measures, are designed to help the member states get back on track. In
late 2012, The Economist attributed recent strife in Europe to self-defeating austerity and myopic deﬁcit targets.

For Europe, there has recently been turmoil in markets, lack of consumer conﬁdence and a drop in the euro currency value. Yet, Europe’s
unique inﬂuence is unparalleled, as the European Union is comprised of 27 nations with a total population of some 500 million, accounting
for approximately 30% of the value of global GDP.

EUROPE’S BANKERS RANK ANALYSING BIG DATA ON CUSTOMERS AMONG TOP PRIORITIES
In November 2012, FICO, the leading provider of analytics and decision management technology, and Efma, announced the results of the
sixth European Credit Risk Survey, which indicates retail bankers’ risk management priorities for 2013. In the survey, which queried credit
risk professionals from 27 countries in September and October, 61% of respondents said cross-selling products to existing customers
will be a priority during 2013, and 54% said they will analyse big data to better understand customers’ needs and risk. In information
technology, big data is a collection of data sets so large and complex that it becomes difﬁcult to process using on-hand database
management tools. The challenges include capture, curation, storage, search, sharing, analysis and visualisation.
“In this risk-averse period, banks are looking for credit growth primarily from existing customers, on whom they have more data,” said Frans
Labuschagne, general manager for FICO in Europe, the Middle East and Africa. “But customers are risk-averse too, so banks need to really
dig into customer needs to identify offers that might work. That’s where big data comes in – it’s a new resource that, if used wisely, can
guide much more customer-centric offers and services.”
In the survey, 71% of respondents said demonstrating a higher return on capital is a top priority for 2013 (although ﬁnal ﬁgures for 2013
remain to be seen). The other highest priorities identiﬁed were using mobile channels (49%) and increasing capital to meet Basel
requirements (just 40%, but 21% put it as a top priority).
On the risk front, at least 40% of respondents saw delinquencies rising within six months (from November 2012) on mortgages, auto loans,
credit cards, small business loans and overdrafts. “This represents an improvement on the prior survey, released in July, when these
numbers were above 50%,” said Mr Labuschagne. “For example, 44% of respondents forecast an increase in mortgage delinquencies,
compared to 55% in the last survey.”
The biggest change in the credit demand and supply picture occurred in the so-called ‘credit gap’ between the percentages of respondents
forecasting a rise in demand for credit vs a rise in supply. The credit gap forecast for small businesses fell sharply in this survey, to the
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lowest point in 2012, just nine points. The respondents forecasting an increase in volume of credit requested by small businesses fell from
37 to 35%, while those forecasting an increase in credit granted rose from 16 to 26%. However, the credit gap forecast for consumer lending
rose to a full 20 points. In the November survey, 35% of respondents predicted a rise in the amount of credit requested by consumer,
compared with just 15% who predict the amount granted will rise.
“Governments continue to pressure lenders to expand credit to businesses, and recent programmes like the UK small business lending
scheme announced by the Bank of England should help,” added Patrick Desmarès, secretary general of Efma. “However, FICO and Efma
believe lenders can and should do more to make capital available to small- and medium-sized businesses, which can fuel economic growth
and which continue to struggle to get credit.”

2013 BRINGS UNPRECEDENTED LEVEL OF INSURANCE TAX CHANGES IN EUROPE
Insurers have faced an unprecedented level of indirect tax changes in Europe during the course of 2013, intensifying the challenge of maintaining tax compliance, according to insurance tax specialists FiscalReps.
Speaking in November 2012 to an audience of more than 100 insurance professionals at FiscalReps’ annual Indirect Tax Forum in
London, founder and chief executive Mike Stalley said: “Since the start of the ﬁnancial crisis we have been warning insurers that European
governments would increase their focus on indirect taxation to fund budget shortfalls. Now the promised changes are upon us and in the
coming year we will see signiﬁcant insurance premium tax and paraﬁscal tax changes right across the continent.
“From January 1st onwards, a swathe of countries will raise indirect tax rates, introduce new taxes or revise laws to increase the size of the
tax base. And with these changes comes clear evidence of a tightening up of tax revenue collection measures,” he added. “It is imperative
for insurance businesses to keep pace with these developments to maintain tax compliance.”
Joseph Finbow, client manager at FiscalReps, brought delegates up to date with some of the changes in prospect:
“The Netherlands and Finland will be ﬁrst to push up IPT (insurance premium tax) rates in the New Year. Meanwhile, Greece is increasing
the rate of its Motor Guarantee Fund. Anticipated new taxes in 2013 include Denmark’s introduction of IPT in January to replace stamp
duty on premiums, a possible ﬂood levy in the UK and the potential introduction by Hungary of IPT to replace its Fire Brigade Tax. In
addition, we are seeing countries like Germany, Spain and Iceland rewriting their tax legislation. This is a lot of change for insurers to
contend with.”
“However, these developments are not the end of the story – even more tax changes are likely in the months and years ahead, as
cash-strapped governments go in search of fresh revenue sources,” Mr Finbow continued. “Looking at Eastern Europe, for example, we
have seen Slovenia, Bulgaria and the Czech Republic introduce IPT; it therefore seems very probable that countries like Poland and the
Baltic States may opt to launch similar measures.”
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Editor’s Choice - Tax Advisory Law Firm of the Year in Austria
Bilanz Data
Wirtschaftstreuhand GmbH
Erich Baier
Partner
Tel: +43 1 516 12 0
baier@austrian-taxes.com
www.austrian-taxes.eu

Bilanz Data Wirtschaftstreuhand GmbH is a Viennese
based Certiﬁed Tax Law and Accounting Ofﬁce, established in 1986 by Erich Baier, MBA, LLM. The ﬁrm
offers tax advice and tax planning services to its domestic and international clients, along with corporate
services such as ﬁnancial accounting, book keeping,
payroll accounting, setting up annual accounts, as
well as preparing and ﬁling tax returns. Being certiﬁed tax advisers, the ﬁrm, as well as Mr Baier, is entitled to represent clients before the tax administration
and therefore also provide tax litigation services.
Erich Baier, Bilanz Data Wirtschaftstreuhand owner, partner
and CEO, is a Certiﬁed Tax Adviser in Vienna. He has practised
international tax law for more than 25 years. As a member of the
board of a large number of Austrian private foundations, he has
gained signiﬁcant practice in this ﬁeld of business. He is also
a member of the American Tax Institute in Europe and deputy
president of the Commission on Inheritance and Estate Tax within the International Association of Lawyers.
Mr Baier has given lectures at the University of Economics
and Business Administration in Vienna on international taxation.
Further, he has contributed to the following books: International
Tax Systems and Planning Techniques; Trusts in Prime Jurisdictions; and World’s Leading Financial and Trust Centres.
He also wrote an article titled ‘Austria – A Perfect Hub for Investments into Europe and Africa’, for ICF Review, in June 2013.
Mr Baier noted: “In a totally globalised world more cross-border transactions are carried out every day than ever before.
For the international entrepreneur it is therefore crucial to ﬁnd a
stable and robust jurisdiction which can build from the platform
for such an international business.
“The requirements for such a jurisdiction are of course to
have a stable and predictable law system, to provide an extensive tax treaty network as well as a tax system which supports
or even enhances the repatriation of proﬁts in a tax efﬁcient way
and where a company can be established easily.
“Fortunately such a jurisdiction does not need to be created;
it already exists, in Austria.
“Located in the centre of Europe at the cross-roads between
East and West Austria perfectly serves the needs of international
entrepreneurs and investors.

“Austria currently has 90 double tax treaties with other jurisdictions and is well known for having tax treaties with countries
frequently cited as ‘off-shore’ jurisdictions.”
He added: “In addition to that Austria currently has 59 Investment
Protection Treaties with other countries, which protect investments
made via an Austrian structure from nationalisation in the other
countries.
“Austria has been a member of the European Union since 1995
and is a member of the Euro Zone. It has access to all EU Directives and therefore according to the Parent Subsidiary Directive,
dividends from subsidiaries in EU Member.
“States are not exposed to any withholding tax at source nor are
interest or royalty payments made from subsidiaries located in the
European Union.
“The modern business orientated Austrian tax law provides additional support for international investors.”
Bilanz Data Wirtschaftstreuhand provides ﬁnancial accounting
services to its clients. The data gathered from book keeping and
ﬁnancial accounting is a cornerstone of the daily business. A lot
of useful information can be extracted from these ﬁgures to build
the basis for further decisions. The ﬁrm provides these services in
English and in German and, with the help of its modern software, is
ready to submit information according to the clients’ wishes.
It also handles annual accounts and tax returns. Setting up annual accounts and ﬁling tax returns is always a very delicate situation
for the client. With its experience and ability to meet their demands,
clients feel comfortable and safe when this work is done by Bilanz
Data Wirtschaftstreuhand.
The ﬁrm also negotiates speciﬁc situations with the local tax
authorities before ﬁling annual accounts and tax returns as an additional service for its clients, which is highly appreciated by them.
Regarding taxation and tax planning, Bilanz Data Wirtschaftstreuhand very successfully shows its clients how tax law can be utilised
for the beneﬁt of a company or an individual.
The areas of the ﬁrm’s professional practice, that have received
high client satisfaction include: the reorganisation of a business, tax
wise; the establishment and management of Private Foundations and
of holding companies; and the working out of international structures
saving taxes.
Confronted with an ever-changing world of taxes and business
situations, Bilanz Data Wirtschaftstreuhand’s clients can rely on
its experience in these areas. The ﬁrm not only ﬁnds solutions for
problems its clients might face, but it also plans ahead to smooth the
way for them.
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Mid-Market - IP Law Firm of the Year in Austria
ABP Anwälte Burger & Partner
Rechtsanwalt GmbH
Dr. Hannes Burger
Attorney-at-Law and Managing Director
Tel: +43 7562 20531
h.burger@abp-ip.at
www.abp-ip.at

Thinking of developing, protecting and managing intellectual property
means thinking of ABP – all over the world.
ABP Anwälte Burger & Partner is an internationally operating ﬁrm. Our
customers include companies that intend to ensure the development,
the protection and the management of their intellectual property with the
help of a professional partner.
ABP Anwälte Burger & Partner offers the complete range of legal
services with respect to patents, trademarks, designs, domains, IP
contracts, IP disputes and searches. Companies all over the world
beneﬁt from the concentration of know-how in this special ﬁeld,
regardless of whether matters in the USA, Europe, Russia or the Asian
region such as China or Japan are included. The professional network
of lawyers in all countries of the world supports our clients quickly and
competently.
Development, Protection and Management of Intellectual Property
Together with our clients, we develop solutions particularly tailored to
our clients’ needs. The qualiﬁed team of ABP Anwälte Burger & Partner
contributes its profound legal and technical competence already during
the product development stage, thus signiﬁcantly supporting research
work already.
As intellectual property (IP) requires specialists, we focus exclusively
on the practice of intellectual property law. We possess wide and profound
experiences in the area of law prosecution in Europe, in the USA and in

China, forming the basis for excellent solutions in the protection of
patents and trademarks.
Our extensive range of services in conjunction with a high degree of
identiﬁcation with our clients’ needs guarantees best results. In addition
to developing and protecting Intellectual property, ABP Anwälte Burger
& Partner also offers IP management. This unique range of services is
particularly advantageous for industrial enterprises. In order to be able
to provide our management services all over the world, ABP Anwälte
Burger & Partner works with local experts that are most familiar with
the requirements unique to this special ﬁeld. In addition to obtaining
intellectual property rights, we pay particular attention to their
prosecution with respect to your competitors.
Our International Team
Dr. Hannes Burger and his partners have been specialized in intellectual property rights for many years and are nationally and internationally
active in prosecution as well as litigation regarding the ﬁeld of IP. With
the ofﬁces in Vienna, Munich, Zurich and Windischgarsten as well as the
international network, ABP Anwälte Burger & Partner provides local and
quick support at any time.
By means of developing, protecting and managing intellectual
property on a communicative, integrated and sustainable basis, we
help our clients to prosper. ABP Anwälte Burger & Partner is their
clients’ full-service partner in all areas of IP.
ABP protects success.

Corporate Lawyer of the Year in Belgium
Willkie Farr & Gallagher Brussels
Xavier Dieux
Partner - Brussels, Corporate and Financial Services
Tel: +32 2 290 18 20
xdieux@willkie.com
www.willkie.com

Xavier Dieux is a partner in the Corporate and Finance Department of Willkie
Farr & Gallagher Brussels.
Besides its Litigation, Banking & Business Reorganization, and Competition
and Antitrust practices, Willkie Farr & Gallagher Brussels focuses on M&A/
Corporate Finance & Capital Market. This practice area includes mergers
and acquisitions, joint ventures, venture capital and corporate housekeeping.
Willkie Farr & Gallagher Brussels regularly represents buyers, sellers and
investors in all types of acquisition transactions in a broad range of industries. Its Brussels ofﬁce is also routinely sought to solve an array of complex
issues arising out of the incorporation, day-to-day corporate management
and winding-up of large and medium-sized corporations. Additionally, the
Brussels ofﬁce handles any matter relating to commercial contracts.
In public offerings, Willkie Farr & Gallagher Brussels frequently handles
public takeovers, and listings and offerings on securities markets. The
ofﬁce has been appointed as counsel to bidders and target companies in
a signiﬁcant number of national and international takeover bids and is often
retained to handle all steps of such transactions.
Mr. Dieux specializes in domestic and international corporate acquisitions and divestitures, public offerings, securities and corporate ﬁnance,
and business reorganization and restructuring. He also has a strong expertise in corporate and commercial litigation and arbitration.
Mr. Dieux advises and assists leading banking and ﬁnancial institutions
as well as public or private companies in major Belgian and foreign merger
and acquisition deals.

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL AND BUSINESS ACTIVITIES
Mr. Dieux served as Dean (1996-2000) and currently teaches at the Université Libre de Bruxelles, Commercial Law (Company Law, Bankruptcy
and Composition, Commercial Contracts, Banking and Finance Law) and
Financial Law (Market regulation and public offerings).
Mr. Dieux is member of the Royal Academy of Belgium (Section
“Technology & Society”) and Honorary Member of the Banking & Finance
Commission.
He is also member of the Board of Directors of Guberna (Belgium Institute for Corporate Governance) and member of the Board of Directors of the
Commission Corporate Governance.
Mr. Dieux is the author of numerous articles in the ﬁelds of civil, commercial, ﬁnance, and company law.
PRIOR EXPERIENCE
Prior to joining Willkie Farr & Gallagher as partner in 2002, Mr. Dieux was
a partner at Dieux Geens (1994-2001) and the ﬁrm Van Ryn and Partners
(1986-1994).
EDUCATION
Université Libre de Bruxelles, 1994, “Doctorat en Droit” (Summa Cum
Laude).
Université Libre de Bruxelles, 1978-1979, “Licence spéciale en droit
économique” (Summa Cum Laude) and “Licence en droit” (Summa cum
Laude).

GLE International Awards 2013 67

Pages 62 -101.indd 67

26/11/2013 20:03

Industry Choice - IP Law Firm of the Year in Belgium
Jooris ■ Van Melkebeke ■ Leduc ■ Flecijn
Emmanuel Van Melkebeke
Managing Partner
Tel: +32 (0)2 289 00 20
emmanuel.vanmelkebeke@jvm.be
www.jvm.be

Jooris ■ Van Melkebeke ■ Leduc ■ Flecijn, founded in 2003, is special-

J OORIS ■ V AN M ELKEBEKE ■ L EDUC ■ F LECIJN

The ﬁrm provides each client with customised and personalised

ised in the ﬁeld of intellectual property law. The ﬁrm has built speciﬁc

services and documents, adapted to their needs and means. Its fees are

competition at Belgian, European and international levels. It also practis-

range from artists to small companies and international groups.

expertise in copyright, media law, art and culture law as well as unfair
es trade marks, design and patent law as well as IT law.

Jooris ■ Van Melkebeke ■ Leduc ■ Flecijn provides assistance in
protecting and enforcing clients’ intellectual property rights, as well as
providing them with both verbal and written advices and opinions. It
represents clients in litigation, e.g. infringement proceedings; damages;
interlocutory injunctions; seizures; royalties recovery, etc, or in arbitration
or mediation procedures.

calculated in all openness and agreed upon prior to billing. Its clients
The ﬁrm works in French, Dutch and English, assisting its clients in
their business negotiations and in drafting up their agreements. It is also
currently working with other attorneys active in other ﬁelds of the law, as
well as with ﬁrms abroad, be it in France, Germany, the Netherlands, in
Italy or the United Kingdom.
It is located in the very heart of Brussels, close to the Courthouse, at
the Place Stéphanie. Easily accessible with public transports, the ofﬁces
are surrounded by several public parking lots for clients’ convenience.

Client Choice - M&A Law Firm of the Year in Cyprus
Chryssafinis & Polyviou LLC
Mr Polyvios G Polyviou
Senior Partner
Tel: +357 22 361100
ppolyviou@cplaw.com.cy
www.cplaw.com.cy

Chryssaﬁnis & Polyviou LLC operates in Nicosia, Cyprus. Its clients are
primarily banks, investment and insurance companies, utilities and public
enterprises, airlines and petroleum companies, among others.
The ﬁrm currently employs more than 65 people, 25 of whom are highly
qualiﬁed lawyers in their own ﬁelds – Banking Law, Company Law, M&A,
Insurance Law, Competition Law, Business Law, Employment Law, Aviation
Law, Media Law, Arbitration Law, as well as Taxation.
Senior partner Polyvios G Polyviou noted: “Locally, the ﬁrm represents
Bank of Cyprus PLC, Alpha Bank Ltd, The Cyprus Development Bank Public Company Ltd, EXXONMOBIL Cyprus Inc, BP Cyprus Ltd, The Cyprus
Petroleum Reﬁnery Ltd, NCR, Cyprus Airways PLC, The Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation and The Municipality of Nicosia. Internationally, the ﬁrm
represents a vast number of corporate clients from diverse jurisdictions.”
According to Mr Polyviou, the ﬁrm also regularly appears before the
Cyprus Competition Authority in cases that arise in relation to M&A.
Mr Polyviou attended the University of Oxford 1968-1972, obtaining
BA (Hons) in Jurisprudence and BCL. He was subsequently called to the
Bar, being awarded the MacKaskie scholarship, and was then the Procter
Fellow at the School of Politics of the University of Princeton. He was then
a Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford, and Lecturer in Law in the University
of Oxford between 1974-1980. He has been called to the English Bar and
is a member of the Cyprus and Nicosia Bar Associations, practising law in
Cyprus since 1980.

Speaking of key issues currently affecting the ﬁrm, Mr Polyviou said:
“In relation to Law 22(I)/1999 on the Control of Concentrations between
Enterprises of 1999 – the ‘Merger Law’ – our ﬁrm has advised clients on numerous issues concerning notiﬁcations of concentrations to the Commission
for the Protection of Competition (the CPC).”
“The Merger Law was enacted to regulate and promote the competitive
market in Cyprus and bring Cyprus in line with the EU merger regime. All
mergers and acquisitions which are classiﬁed as being of ‘major importance’
are subject to review by the CPC. A merger/acquisition is classiﬁed as a
concentration of ‘major importance’, and thereby must be notiﬁed to the CPC,
on the basis of three criteria set out in the law – namely worldwide turnover,
turnover in Cyprus and activities within Cyprus. The test is whether the concentration will create or reinforce a dominant position in the affected market.”
Such areas of law pose several challenges as most markets are fast
moving and also require a practical understanding of how they function.
“Such challenges, however, are easily overcome when a good business
relationship exists with the client,” said Mr Polyviou.
He added: “At present, our ﬁrm has several notiﬁcations pending
clearance by the CPC. In previous months, we have advised and obtained
unconditional clearance in a merger of two banking institutions and an acquisition in the market of port operations, container and terminal handling.
“Crucially, Chryssaﬁnis & Polyviou has an extensive network of correspondent law ﬁrms. This allows the ﬁrm to provide an effective and efﬁcient
response to meet the needs of our clients worldwide.”

68 GLE International Awards 2013

Pages 62 -101.indd 68

26/11/2013 20:03

M&A Law Firm of the Year in Cyprus
Tassos Papadopoulos & Associates LLC
Marios Eliades
Partner
Tel: +357 22 889 999
meliades@tplaw.com.cy
www.tplaw.com.cy

Tassos Papadopoulos & Associates LLC is one of the leading law ﬁrms in
Cyprus, providing a full range of legal services. The ﬁrm was established
by the majority of partners and associates of the former Tassos Papadopoulos law ﬁrm – one of the oldest and largest law ﬁrms in Cyprus, founded in 1971 by the former president of Cyprus, Tassos Papadopoulos. Its
objective and commitment is to provide a high quality, speedy response
and cost-effective legal services to meet the demands of the modern
specialised legal practice, with special emphasis on conﬁdentiality.
The ﬁrm maintains its principal practice base in Nicosia and is associated with local ﬁrms in all towns of Cyprus. It is also a member of major
international networks of independent law ﬁrms such as TAGLaw and the
Association of European Lawyers, with several thousand well connected
lawyers in more than 90 countries.
In transactional and non-contentious business, Tassos Papadopoulos
& Associates’ practice is focused on banking and ﬁnance, corporate law,
ﬁnancial services, acquisitions of companies and property, public tenders, mergers and joint ventures, the ﬁnancing of major capital projects,
IPOs and public listings.
The ﬁrm also has a substantial practice in the ﬁeld of company formation, administration and tax planning, not only in respect to companies registered in Cyprus but also in foreign jurisdictions, as well as in
international transactions involving Cyprus entities.
Tassos Papadopoulos & Associates’ clients include local and international banking institutions, semi-governmental organisations including
the Cyprus Stock Exchange, municipalities and other local authorities,

individuals, local and international building and engineering contractors,
pharmaceutical companies, medical equipment companies, shipping
enterprises, local and international information technology companies,
publicly listed companies, investment ﬁrms, insurance companies,
professional ﬁrms and large business concerns in commerce, tourism,
hotels, general trade, oil and other ﬁelds.
In addition to its advisory role to the Cyprus Stock Exchange, Tassos
Papadopoulos & Associates’ has traditionally been involved in M&A
activity in Cyprus. The ﬁrm has recently acted in the merger of two of the
largest food and drinks’ distributors in Cyprus. It has also advised on
mergers of insurance companies in Cyprus and acted in takeover work
by venture capital ﬁrms.
Further, it has regularly represented local and international companies before the Cyprus Competition Commission on competition law
issues arising out of takeover, joint venture and merger agreements as
well as in alleged cartel cases.
Marios Eliades, Tassos Papadopoulos & Associates LLC senior
partner, practises corporate & commercial law, banking and ﬁnance,
competition law, M&A, employment law, international transactions, venture capital investments and arbitration law, as well as litigation related
to his ﬁelds of practice. He has, over the years, contributed to various
international legal publications.
Mr Eliades graduated from the University of Kent with a BA degree in
Law and from King’s College London with an LLM. He then returned to
Cyprus where he was admitted to the Cyprus Bar and has been practising law since 1990.
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IP Law Firm of the Year in Denmark

Business in euRO IPe?

Success in Europe is critical for your business.
As one of the continent’s top IP firms, we do
more than protect intellectual assets.
We guide companies around the world to the right
IP strategy for making any European venture a success.
This year we have been elected ”IP Law – Law Firm of
the Year in Denmark”.
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Business Immigration Law Firm of the Year in England
PricewaterhouseCoopers Legal LLP
Julie Onslow-Cole
Partner
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7804 7252
julia.onslow-cole@pwclegal.co.uk
www.pwclegal.co.uk / www.pwc.co.uk

PricewaterhouseCoopers Legal LLP is a member of the PwC international network
of ﬁrms. It offers a unique style of integrated legal advice, with access to specialists
from across the whole of the PwC network. Whatever the client’s commercial
project, the ﬁrm has the right people with the right expertise to solve their business
issues.
The ﬁrm also provides a general counsel service and access to an extensive global network, including locally qualiﬁed legal expertise in more than 90 countries and
immigration law services in 123 countries. It has an extensive client base across
FTSE100 banks, funds and other ﬁnancial institutions, middle-market companies,
large private businesses and high-net-worth individuals.
PwC Legal‘s substantial experience allows it to provide advice in a wide range
of areas. Its ability to handle complex consulting exercises and pull together teams
at short notice, combining experts in business immigration law, tax, employment/
HR and other areas as required, means it is the only organisation in the ﬁeld
offering truly innovative solutions. Moreover, it is ideally placed to take advantage
of current trends and provide insight into how immigration policy may allow companies to take steps to support future international growth.
Led by Julia Onslow-Cole, Partner and Head of Global Immigration of PwC
Legal LLP, the Immigration Practice comprises more than 600 immigration experts
working for PwC member ﬁrms in 123 countries. Julia has more than 20 years’ experience in providing specialist immigration advice and is ranked No.1 in the legal
directories. She has also been voted the UK’s ‘Expert’s Expert’ by Legal Business.
Julia has extensive expertise in global immigration governance and risk management for international businesses. She has led a number of high proﬁle crisis
management projects from an immigration standpoint, including the Arab Spring
and Algeria Crisis. Julia advises businesses, the education sector and high-net-

worth individuals on a range of complex and often high proﬁle and discretionary
immigration matters.
Julia represented Business at the Prime Minister’s Immigration Stocktake
Meeting and most recently held the position as Advisor to the Home Ofﬁce on
Business, Investment and Growth. Julia is also Chair of London First’s Working
Party on Immigration representing business and the education sector; meanwhile,
she represents the International Bar Association (IBA) on the UK Border Agency’s
Corporate Partner and International Groups and the Business User Forum.
As well as regularly commenting in the media on global immigration and speaking at conferences worldwide, Julia is contributing co- editor to several leading
textbooks on immigration law, including Butterworths Handbook on Immigration
Law, Butterworths Immigration Law Service, Macdonald’s Immigration Law and
Practice, Sweet and Maxwell’s loose-leaf Immigration Service, and Getting the
Deal Through – Corporate Immigration 2013. Julia is also a general editor of
Tottel’s Immigration Law and Practice.
Recent years have seen the immigration debate become even more politicised,
leading to numerous changes to immigration rules – more than 80 in the UK in
the last few years. PwC Legal is able to keep its clients up-to-date with changes
to local legislation, market practices and opinions through its unrivalled access
to governments, industry experts and lobbying groups. PwC consistently makes
representations on behalf of clients, and has a proven track record of working
effectively with the Home Ofﬁce before formal policy is set in place.
Working in partnership with clients, PwC has seen an increased demand for
compliance and assurance advice, but also a rise in demand for consultancy advice as organisations begin to utilise strategic immigration planning as a means to
support growth. PwC’s unique position in the market means it is the only ﬁrm able
to offer clients these services across the full spectrum.

Client Choice - Trademark Law Firm of the Year in England
Cam Trade Marks & IP Services
Dr Roman Cholij
Founder
Tel: +44 (0)1223 353 299 or +44 (0)845 873 4960
camtm@camtrademarks.com
www.camtrademarks.com

Cam Trade Marks & IP Services is a boutique ﬁrm founded by Dr Roman

including for the European Community Trade Mark Association (ECTA)

vices internationally but especially for the UK and EU, including search-

conferences of the Licensing Executives Society (LES) in Budapest and

well as design registration. Clients typically range from international com-

and was Chair and Co-chair of the Brands Committee. His expertise

Cholij and based in Cambridge, UK. It offers specialised trade mark ser-

in Stockholm. He has also given workshops at the pan-European

es, ﬁling, prosecution, opposition work and enforcement, as

Rome. He has been on the Board of Directors of LES Britain and Ireland,

panies and corporations to local and national SMEs and individuals.

has also been recognised at the University of Cambridge and, in 2012,

Dr Roman Cholij, founder and principal trade mark attorney, is an

Cambridge as Research Associate to lead a project relating to IP and

experienced IP professional who has successfully defended the
interests of major clients, including from the Far East, Western and
Eastern Europe and the USA, as well as SMEs and local start-ups.
He is an active member of the International Trademark Association
(INTA), where for the past three years he has served on the Publications
Committee, and the Institute of Trade Mark Attorneys (ITMA), for whom
he has lectured at seminars and the annual conference, and for whose
journal he has authored many articles.
He has written for other IP journals too and given talks internationally,

he was invited to join the Von Hügel Institute, St Edmund’s College,
ethics.
Commenting on this award, Dr Cholij stated: “I feel greatly honoured
that Cam Trade Marks has been recognised internationally and was
awarded the title of Global Law Experts’ Trademark Law Firm of the Year
in England, 2013. We pride ourselves on the high quality of our work and
our very personalised client service, be they a small or large entity. This
award follows major cases that we had been working on for a protracted
period and which issued very positively for our clients – so we are
delighted that this award has come just at this time.”
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Commercial Mediation Law Firm of the Year in England
Barlow Robbins LLP
David Foster
Partner
Tel: +44 1483 562901
davidfoster@barlowrobbins.com
www.barlowrobbins.com

Barlow Robbins LLP provides a full range of private and commercial
legal services to local, national and international clients. The ﬁrm was
formed by the merger of the two well regarded and long established
legal practices of Barlows and Robbins Olivey in 2004. It now has a
thriving portfolio of private and commercial clients. It has 20 partners and
approximately 180 staff, with ofﬁces located in Guildford, Woking and
Godalming.
The ﬁrm’s Dispute Resolution Department is one of the largest in Surrey,
and acts for a wide range of businesses. The team is made up of experienced lawyers, able to offer clients a variety of methods of resolving
disputes. Its specialist groups include: commercial litigation; lender
services; professional negligence; construction disputes; property litigation; judicial review; debt recovery; mediation; and supervising solicitors
service.
David Foster, partner in charge of litigation at Barlow Robbins’ Guildford ofﬁce, is an experienced mediator with a national reputation, who
has been involved in a number of successfully mediated commercial disputes. Mr Foster handles a range of more complex litigation matters, with
particular emphasis on professional negligence, insolvency, property
and debt recovery litigation handled within his department. His record as
a mediator is excellent – settlement has been reached in more than 90%
of the mediations in which he has mediated.
Barlow Robbins is a member of the ADR Group, one of the country’s

foremost mediation providers. The disputes referred to the ﬁrm to mediate are many and varied. They have included: large construction cases
where clients have alleged negligence against both contractors and
their professional advisers; disputes as to the quality of goods; cases
involving breach of competition covenants; disputes over the quality of
educational services provided; resolving arguments over gifts of capital
after relationships have split up; inheritance disputes; and landlord and
tenant claims, including dilapidation issues and boundary disputes,
often where rights of way are involved.
The ﬁrm’s mediators are creative in the solutions they may propose
to settle a dispute, being able to make suggestions which a judge would
not be able to order. Mediation can enable the parties to a dispute to
reconcile their differences, possibly even salvaging a business relationship to their joint advantage.
At Barlow Robbins they believe that mediation is an excellent way
of resolving disputes. The ﬁrm understands that clients wish to use
mediation as a quick and easy way of settling a dispute. Therefore, it is
able to provide a mediator at short notice. Further, the ﬁrm will hold the
mediation meeting wherever it is most convenient and helpful to hold it.
In most cases, mediation can be accomplished within a day.
Barlow Robbins LLP is recognised as an Investor in People and
belongs to the UK200 Group, a national association of accountants and
lawyers as well as being a member of Law South, a group of nine prominent law ﬁrms in the South.

Editor’s Choice - Commercial Contracts Law Firm of the Year in England
Travers Smith LLP
Tom Purton
Partner
Tel: +44 (0)20 7295 3000
tom.purton@traverssmith.com
www.traverssmith.com

Travers Smith LLP is one of the UK’s leading law ﬁrms. We regularly

We have recently advised:

distribution, supply of goods and/or services, franchising and marketing)

distribute Asahi Super Dry lager and Kingﬁsher lager in the UK

er law and product liability). We act for clients across a broad range of

on its business-critical supply and distribution arrangements with Palmer

advise on a wide variety of commercial agreements (such as agency,

and all aspects of trading law (including unfair contract terms, consumsectors, including ﬁnancial services, retail, leisure, media, utilities and
business support services.

Commercial contract work is handled by a dedicated team led by
Tom Purton, the head of the Commercial, IP and Technology Department
at Travers Smith, who has extensive knowledge and experience of
this area. Tom is rated by the Legal Directories as one of the leading
commercial lawyers in the UK and is praised for the “knowledge he has
of [his clients’] business” and his ability to “ﬁnd issues that are both
legal and commercial”.

At Travers Smith, we place great emphasis on developing

long-standing relationships and an in-depth knowledge of our clients’
businesses. Whatever the complexity, we always focus on providing
practical, succinct, commercial advice in response to our clients’ legal
issues. In the Legal 500, the standalone commercial team at Travers
Smith is described as “very client focused, reliable and a pleasure to
work with”.

· Shepherd Neame, the UK’s oldest brewer, on its deals to brew and

· Martin McColl, the UK’s largest independent neighbourhood retailer,

& Harvey and NISA
· LK Bennett on its exclusive arrangements with partners wishing to

open retail concession franchises under the LK Bennett name in the
UAE, Kuwait, Lebanon and Qatar
· Macquarie Bank on its contractual arrangements with British Gas

to enable/ﬁnance the purchase and installation of both “smart” and
traditional meters on a national basis in the UK
· Taylor Street Baristas on its joint venture with Tesco for the creation
of a new coffee shop chain, Harris + Hoole

· talkSPORT on the exploitation of its radio broadcasting and

syndication rights to FA Premier League matches outside Europe and
to FA Cup, Community Shield and England matches worldwide
· TSL Education Limited, the UK’s leading educational publisher,

on a complex and groundbreaking joint venture in the USA with the
American Federation of Teachers
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Editor’s Choice - Fraud Law Firm of the Year in England
Brown Rudnick LLP
Neil Micklethwaite
Head of International Disputes
Tel: +44 (0)20 7851 6000
nmicklethwaite@brownrudnick.com
www.brownrudnick.com

Brown Rudnick has extensive experience of pursuing wrongdoers with a
range of domestic and international freezing and search orders, utilising third
party disclosure powers across numerous jurisdictions to obtain vital information and documentation necessary to trace missing assets. Brown Rudnick
has strong relationships with law ﬁrms in numerous offshore jurisdictions and
with investigation ﬁrms working in the UK, Caribbean, Russia and the CIS and
the Middle East.
Most notably the ﬁrm has been global coordinating counsel for Hermitage
Capital/the Hermitage Fund in ﬁrst investigating the theft of US$230 million
from the Russian Treasury, which involved asset tracing and fraud proceedings in Guernsey, the BVI, New York and Russia, by which the identity of the
fraudsters was discovered and the fund ﬂows through Russia, Cyprus, the
Baltic States, Austria, Switzerland and the US. Our investigations have also
led to criminal money laundering investigations by the authorities in most of
those jurisdictions, with substantial monies having been frozen in Switzerland.
In 2010 this led to the ﬁrm being commended in the FT Innovative Lawyer
Awards (Fraud Category). Our work for Hermitage has involved civil and
criminal strategies to freeze monies. We also lobbied politicians and prosecutors in various countries to ban 60 individuals associated with the fraud and,
by implication, the death in custody of Sergei Magnitsky, with the Magnitsky
Bill having been passed by the US Senate in early December 2012.
Our speciality is understanding the various civil fraud remedies across
a broad range of common law and civil jurisdictions, Brown Rudnick being
particularly unique in having common law and civil law lawyers operating in a

single team based in London. We coordinate strategies to obtain injunctions
and disclosure orders on a cross border basis, not just with traditional offshore
centres but in Switzerland, the Middle East, North Africa, Russia and the CIS.
Our team also represents clients in all aspects and stages of white collar,
corporate compliance, investigations and enforcement work. This includes
representing hundreds of companies, ofﬁcers, directors, employees, advisors
and public ofﬁcials in regulatory and criminal investigations, enforcement
proceedings, negotiating settlements and post-settlement compliance and
monitoring functions.
With lawyers in the UK and the US, our White Collar group employs an
integrated, global approach in crafting comprehensive solutions. Our lawyers
aggressively address the often complex legal and regulatory challenges and
minimise investigations brought by government regulators and enforcement
agencies, including the Serious Fraud Ofﬁce (SFO), Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), Ofﬁce of Fair Trading (OFT), Metropolitan Police, US Department
of Justice (DOJ), US Department of Commerce (DOC), Financial Regulatory
Industry Authority (FINRA), Securities and Exchanges Commission (SEC),
among others.
Our specialists have strong experience of anti-corruption legislation such
as the US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) and UK Bribery Act 2010. We
are regularly instructed in relation to corporate investigations and disciplinary
proceedings, both to investigate on behalf of the Regulator and to defend highlevel executives in matters such as alleged corporate offences including fraud
and money laundering, as well as ﬁnancial services regulatory offences such
as insider trading, market abuse, as well as tax offences and corrupt practices.

Litigation Law Firm of the Year in England
Bargate Murray
Quentin Bargate
Senior Partner
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7375 1393
quentin@bargatemurray.com
www.bargatemurray.com

Bargate Murray was founded in 2004 by Quentin Bargate. This award-winning City
ﬁrm has a strong reputation as a leading international litigation and dispute resolution ﬁrm, with an emphasis on complex and high-value cross-border matters.
The ﬁrm also has substantial expertise in the superyacht and aviation sectors,
alongside a more conventional commercial shipping practice, and handles
corporate and commercial work.
The ﬁrm’s success is reﬂected in its continued expansion and commitment
to the personal development of its team with the promotion of Senior Associate
Adam Ramlugon to Partner being the most recent example of this ethos. The
ﬁrm has also recently converted from a partnership to a limited company to
facilitate further growth. Bargate Murray expects to strengthen its teams, particularly its Dispute Resolution and Superyacht and Aviation Groups to meet
growing demand for its services.
Bargate Murray beneﬁts from a reputation for technical excellence,
combined with uncompromising standards of professional service and client
care. More than 75% of its work by value is currently carried out for overseas
clients and languages spoken at the ﬁrm include French, German, Russian
and Ukrainian. Clients include international corporations in North America and
Europe, as well as entrepreneurs, investors, SMEs and ultra-high-net-worth
individuals, particularly in Russia / the CIS.
Bargate Murray is one of the world’s foremost superyacht specialists, with
a reputation for excellence established over many years. Through drafting, negotiation and analysis, the ﬁrm facilitates the sale, maintenance, purchase and
construction of large luxury yachts, assisting ultra-high-net-worth individuals,
as well as yards. It has experience in yacht construction agreements, conversion and repair agreements, MLC compliant crew agreements, contracts with

professionals such as naval architects and designers, bank and other ﬁnance
arrangements, performance guarantees, project management agreements,
choice of ﬂag and registration, corporate issues, ownership structures, and
dispute resolution.
The ﬁrm also has an aviation practice offering a wide range of services to
the aviation industry. It has experience in all manner of transactions including
sale, purchase and leasing, and advises on various commercial contracts
common to the industry, from aircraft charter agreements to maintenance and
other ground service agreements. In addition, the ﬁrm has the expertise to
advise on the complex framework of aviation safety regulations governing
operators, manufacturers and others players, on a UK, EU and international
level.
Bargate Murray specialises in all forms of alternative dispute resolution,
including negotiation, mediation and arbitration. Where litigation is required,
Bargate Murray provides expertise across a broad range of areas, including
injunctions, company and shareholder disputes, contract disputes, trade, insurance and shipping matters, property disputes and international cross-border litigation.
Senior Partner Quentin Bargate heads the ﬁrm’s Dispute Resolution, and
Superyacht and Aviation Groups. He is an expert in yacht contract and other
commercial contract work, using his considerable depth and breadth of
experience to help resolve problems and settle complex matters quickly and
cost effectively.
Quentin qualiﬁed as a solicitor in 1981 and was a partner for more than 14
years in Simmons & Simmons, one of London’s premier law ﬁrms where he
headed up the International Trade and Shipping Group and was a member of
its Litigation and Arbitration Groups.
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Specialist - Licensing Law Firm of the Year in England
Thomas & Thomas Partners LLP
Thomas O’Maoileoin
Partner
Tel: +44 (0)20 7042 0414
tomaoileoin@tandtp.com
www.tandtp.com

Thomas & Thomas Partners LLP is an award winning
boutique licensing law ﬁrm described in the leading
directories as ‘out in front’, ‘efﬁcient’ and ‘excellent’. In
2013, it was awarded the accolades of “Best Licensing Firm” by Corporate INTL; “Licensing Law Firm of
the Year” by Global Law Experts; and “Outstanding”
by the British Institute of Innkeepers.
The ﬁrm acts for bars, hotels, members’ clubs, music festivals,
nightclubs, pubs, restaurants, retailers and theatres. The ﬁrm’s
specialist team of lawyers are seasoned advocates and recognised leaders in their ﬁeld with extensive experience before
local authorities and the courts.

We provide legal services in relation to:

· Alcohol and entertainment – club premises certiﬁcates, interim
authority notices, personal licences, and premises licences, provisional statements, reviews, temporary event notices, transfers,
variations and judicial review.
· Regulatory – equality, ﬁre safety, food safety, health and safety,
marriage licences, noise abatement notices, smoking regulations, special treatments, trading standards and weights and
measures.
· Planning - applications, certiﬁcates of lawful use, appeals,
change of use and enforcement.
Our ﬁrm is currently ranked in the top tier by both leading legal
directories, The Legal 500 and Chambers UK.
“From the day Bob Bob Ricard ﬁrst opened its doors Thomas
O’Maoileoin has been there to guide me through every stage
of any licensing application. He is thorough, precise and clear.
He ﬁlls me with conﬁdence and makes any licensing process
appear seamless.”
“It was a pleasure to work with Alun Thomas. From the outset
his services were efﬁcient and professional, whilst personable.
His expertise of the London market is second to none which was
incredibly important to Café Royal. I would have no hesitation in
recommending his services.”
“Cirrus have worked with Thomas O’Maoileoin for a number
of years and he is the guru of licensing. Nothing is too much
trouble and nothing too difﬁcult. He and his team are the very
top of their game and the best in the UK.”
“Covent Garden Restaurants have always found Thomas & Thomas to be extremely friendly, ﬂexible and efﬁcient to
work with. On our most recent case they were truly remarkable
and we owe the success and victory of this case to the dedication and perseverance which they showed throughout the whole

process. From beginning to end I have felt comfortable and secure
with their judgement.”
“Planet Hollywood have always found Thomas and Thomas to
be very professional, dedicated and communicative and nothing is
too much trouble. I particularly like that they are creative and think
outside the box and simplify complex licensing issues. I believe that
they are the best licensing lawyers in town.”
“Thomas & Thomas have provided invaluable support to Jamie Oliver’s Fifteen and the Better Food Foundation for a number of years.
Recently they have successfully handled a number of our licensing
projects with a minimum of fuss and are an absolute pleasure to deal
with.”
“I instructed Alun Thomas in favour of another ﬁrm of solicitors
after we lost our ﬁrst licence application. He negotiated a settlement
of the appeal and subsequently obtained the planning permission. 5
Hertford Street would not currently be open without the assistance of
Alun and his team and I will be forever grateful to him for that.”
“Thomas & Thomas have advised Hawksmoor on our continued
expansion in all matters relating to licensing. They are without doubt
leaders in their ﬁeld and we have no hesitation in recommending
them.”
“Boujis have used the services of Thomas O’Maoileoin for various
licensing work for over a decade. I have always found him to be
efﬁcient and friendly. I couldn’t recommend Thomas and Alun highly
enough.”
“Thomas O’Maoileoin has acted for the Oxford and Cambridge
Club for many years and we have always found his help and advice
to be both sensible and invaluable. He is an eminent professional
whose opinion can be trusted. In my view, he and his ﬁrm Thomas
and Thomas, are the go-to licensing solicitors in London.”
“Polpo have known Alun Thomas for nearly ﬁfteen years and he
has always taken great care of me, my restaurants and my licensing requirements. We use Thomas & Thomas exclusively for all our
restaurant sites, old and new, and will continue to do so.”
“Alun has acted for Zuma and Roka for ten years. With his help,
we have opened two more restaurants and he recently obtained a 24
hour licence for Oblix at the Shard which opens in May 2013. He is
an essential part of our team.”
“Searcys specialise in, and pride ourselves on, delivering a world
class hospitality product to our clients and customers. That is why
we use Thomas & Thomas Partners for all of our licensing requirements: from our Champagne Bars to the National Portrait Gallery
from The Gherkin to the Barbican Centre. They, like us, deliver the
standards to which others aspire.”
“Thomas O’Maoileoin has advised Sketch in relation to all licensing matters from the very beginning. His advice has been invaluable
and in my opinion he is the best licensing lawyer in London. He and
his colleagues at Thomas & Thomas always go the extra mile and are
a pleasure to work with. They are without doubt head and shoulders
above the rest.”
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Probate Lawyer of the Year in England
Thursfields LLP
Steve Pitts
Partner
Tel: +44 1562 512463
sfpitts@thursﬁelds.co.uk
www.thursﬁelds.co.uk

Thursﬁelds LLP is one of the region’s most long established and reputable law ﬁrms. With more than 100 staff in three ofﬁces across Worcestershire, the ﬁrm has the resources and expertise to provide a full range
of legal services to clients and their businesses. Its philosophy is to offer
practical, real advice and solutions to legal problems, using its proven
specialist expertise in all areas of the law to achieve the best possible
outcome.
The ﬁrm’s lawyers have many years of experience in advising all types
of commercial clients, from small family businesses to listed companies,
throughout the West Midlands and beyond. It aims to develop a strong
working relationship with clients and understand their businesses.
Regarding its services to businesses, the ﬁrm handles business
start-up, commercial, litigation, commercial property, corporate, debt
recovery, employment, mediation, insolvency and healthcare.
Thursﬁelds also offers its services to individuals. The ﬁrm’s ability
to provide specialist expertise enables its lawyers to help clients face
changing circumstances, whether at home or work. The lawyers are supportive, approachable and keen to build client relationships that stand
the test of time. Services provided include: dispute resolution, employments, family, wills & estates, personal injury, residential property, care
proceedings, and insolvency.
The ﬁrm has a dedicated and experienced team who are members
of the organisation Solicitors for the Elderly. It can provide specialist
advice, tailored to individual circumstances. This includes: dying without

a will; inheritance tax; LPA and Court of Protection; making a will; reviewing your will when purchasing property; wills, tax planning and IHT;
wills – transferable nil-rate band; and your will – property purchases by
cohabitees.
Steve Pitts, Thursﬁelds partner, has specialised in wills, administration of estates, trusts, IHT planning and court of protection work since
1977. His success is based on his ability to listen and understand
the needs of his clients and then tailor individual solutions. His warm
approach and professional commitment means he is always willing to go
the extra mile.
Mr Pitts provides advice on ﬁnancial responsibility and funding for
long-term care, including NHS funded care. He also works with Court of
Protection and Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards.
His other areas of focus include: estate planning using wills, trusts
and lifetime giving; living wills; power of attorney; probate and the
administration of estates; residential and nursing home contracts; tax
planning; the provision of home care; and trust administration.
Mr Pitts is a solicitor and a member of the Society of Trust & Estate
Practitioners (STEP), the Law Society’s Probate Section, Solicitors for the
Elderly and the Agricultural Law Association. He is also on the reserve
list of the Court of Protection’s Independent Panel of Deputies.
Thursﬁelds has been awarded the industry quality standard of
excellence Lexcel to the new level four, making it one of the ﬁrst legal
practices in the region to achieve this new level of accreditation. It is
also Investors in People (IIP) accredited.

White Collar Crime Lawyer of the Year in England
Corker Binning
Peter Binning
Partner
Tel: +44 (0)20 7353 6000
pb@corkerbinning.com
www.corkerbinning.com

Corker Binning is widely recognised as a leading London law ﬁrm specialising in fraud, criminal and regulatory litigation and general criminal work
of all types. The ﬁrm has exceptional expertise and technical knowledge
of the law, handling a wide range of complex and sensitive cases that are
often high-proﬁle and international.
Based in the heart of legal London, Corker Binning has built a strong
reputation as a leading criminal litigation ﬁrm, specialising in fraud,
corruption and bribery, extradition, sanctions and export controls, as
well as a wide range of general crime cases ranging from road trafﬁc to
murder. The ﬁrm also advises on compliance with the increasing burden
of regulatory law on ﬁnancial services, export control, health and safety
and environmental protection.
The ﬁrm acts for a diverse range of clients from individuals, companies and professional ﬁrms to international organisations and government departments. It also advises journalists, newspapers and media
organisations on a wide range of issues from terrorism legislation to
contempt of court. It acts in inquests, public enquiries, health and safety
investigations, including, corporate manslaughter, professional disciplinary issues, and company investigations. To all of them the ﬁrm offers
a highly personalised service, a creative and dynamic attitude and a
determination to achieve the best results possible.

Led by partners who are all leaders in their ﬁelds, Corker Binning
has an impressive track record of providing the highest level legal and
strategic advice to clients. The partners have expertise in all types of
criminal litigation and consistently deliver outstanding results for clients.
Peter Binning is a specialist criminal litigator ranked as a key individual (Band 1) in the ﬁelds of Criminal Fraud, Crime and Cartel Defence
by Chambers 2013, a leading individual in the Legal 500 UK and a key
individual in the International Who’s Who of Business Crime Defence
Lawyers 2013 who note that he has a ‘world-class reputation’.
Peter has particular experience in fraud and international crime, his
recent and current work includes acting in plea negotiations with the
FCA relating to alleged insider dealing; acting for a senior executive in
an SFO overseas corruption prosecution relating to Bahrain; acting for
companies and individuals in challenges to search warrants and the
seizure of documents; acting for two clients in a current US/UK LIBOR
investigation, conducted by the FCA and Department of Justice with
other US regulators.
Past cases include investigations and prosecutions by all major prosecuting bodies in cases relating to international fraud, corruption, money
laundering and all forms of tax and duty evasion, including civil fraud
investigations conducted by HM Revenue & Customs. Peter also has
extensive experience of extradition and mutual legal assistance.
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UGGC Avocats: An independent French law ﬁrm reference
Winner of Client Choice - M&A Law Firm of the Year in France
Global Law Experts International Awards 2013

Paris
47 rue de Monceau
75008 Paris
France
T: + 33 1 56 69 70 00
F: + 33 1 56 69 70 71
E-mail: paris@uggc.com

An independent law ﬁrm

Created 20 years ago, UGGC Avocats is one of the ﬁrst independent law ﬁrms in France.
With 8 ofﬁces located in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East, it is one of the rare
French law ﬁrms having an autonomous capacity to work internationally.

A client-oriented law ﬁrm

To be a “client-oriented” and a full service law ﬁrm means that we value our clients in the
long run, offering them long-term assistance through all their operations, rather than a
monotonic punctual intervention for several different clients.

Some ﬁgures about UGGC Avocats
· EUR 35m turnover - UGGC’s consolidated turnover stands at around EUR 35 million.
The ﬁrm has witnessed a constant growth of its turnover and staff for 20 years, without
any cyclical effect.
· 31 partners - Each partner is recognized as a top specialist in his/her ﬁeld; together, they
cover all aspects of business law.
· +100 lawyers - UGGC’s staff is made up of 150 people that includes more than 100
lawyers, a third of whom practice outside of France.
· 8th - UGGC ranks among the 10 top independent French law ﬁrms based on the number
of lawyers we employ and our turnover.
Source : Radiographie 2012

Editor’s Choice - Public Law Firm of the Year in France
Carakters
Xavier Marchand
Partner
Tel: +33 (0) 1 53 83 95 00
xmarchand@carakters.com
www.carakters.com

Carakters, founded in 2009, is a law ﬁrm which aims to advise and assist
companies in their growth projects (creation, developments, settlements,
etc) and the management of disputes that their activities can generate. It
works mainly on behalf of companies from the industrial, real estate, insurance, distribution and renewable energy sectors. The team consists of 22
lawyers with experience in many areas.
The ﬁrm offers professional European and North American innovation
covering all operational aspects of real estate and industrial projects, from
their conception until their decommissioning, both in council and in litigation. This includes: construction, operation and industrial maintenance;
insurance policies and claims management; and renewable energy.
Carakters relies on the synergy of the skills and expertise of its members to accompany clients on their projects in regards to: corporate law
(shaping director and shareholder agreements); rights of distribution and
commercial contracts; public law (market rights, public domain rights, public affairs); construction law as well as urban planning laws, real estate and
leases; liability law and insurance; environmental law; and criminal law.
The ﬁrm advises and assists in the editing, construction and operation
of industrial processes in the sectors of steel, energy, transport, automotive, pharmacy, goods consumption, agri-food and advanced technologies.
It also assists clients in all projects of industrial or commercial development
and the implementation of the tools created for the purpose of securing the
operation, as well as ensuring compliance with the rules.

Further, Carakters deploys a wide range of services for the beneﬁt of all
stakeholders in insurance (insurers, brokers, insured, claims) to anticipate
and prevent claims, reduce the occurrence or consequences, as well as
ﬁnding solutions, liability and compensation.
It advises and assists in the installation and the realisation of real estate
transactions in all sectors (ofﬁces, activities, trade, housing, renewable
energy), particularly regarding the control of land, the organisation of operation, the realisation of construction programs, the operation and management of the building and the transfer of real property.
Xavier Marchand, Carakters partner, practises in the areas of public
business law, urban planning, commercial urbanism, environmental law,
insurance law, law of state responsibility, procurement, law of contracts
and procedure. He became a lawyer in 1998 after studying diverse law,
choosing to practise private law, public law, business law and public
economic law.
Mr Marchand dedicates his practice to the board of developers, manufacturers and insurers for mounting real estate and industrial projects and
processing risks and associated losses. He covers prevention and risk
management as well as various aspects of analysis, expertise, compensation, complex litigation and industrial damage.
His customers are promoters; green growth industries; CAC 40 companies in steel, chemical and petroleum; insurers and brokers dedicated
to the industry as contractors; industrial enterprise companies; as well as
mixed energy projects.

76 GLE International Awards 2013

Pages 62 -101.indd 76

26/11/2013 20:04

Employment Lawyer of the Year in France
Flichy Grangé Avocats
Joël Grangé
Name Partner
Tel: +33 1 56 62 30 00
grange@ﬂichy.com
www.ﬂichy.com

Joël Grangé advises and assists French and International clients in French

specialized in labor law. Mr Grangé is widely respected for his extensive

labor law. He also has a notable expertise in European Union labor law.

knowledge and considerable experience in French labor law.

He has developed a strong practice in mergers and restructuring op-

date his repute and establish himself as an authority on the subject.

erations, notably through the handling of collective redundancies and
transfers of undertakings.
He regularly represents his clients in collective disputes before labor
courts.
Mr Grangé also assists clients in the preparation and negotiation of
collective agreements. He also advises clients in their relations with executive management.
For twenty years, Mr Grangé practiced labor law within one of the top
French law ﬁrms, Gide Loyrette Nouel, where he was leading partner in
charge of employment practice team.
Since 2008, he is name partner at Flichy Grangé Avocats, a ﬁrm

He regularly publishes on labor relations, which has led him to consoliJoël Grangé is an active member of the “Employment law and industrial relations” committee of the International Bar Association (IBA) and
of the European Employment Lawyers Association (EELA). He was the
regional vice-chair (Europe, Middle East/Africa) of the employee beneﬁts
and pensions practice group of Lex Mundi.
Joël Grangé has participated in numerous conferences both in France
and abroad on current employment law issues. He has spoken about the
implementation of whistle blowing procedures, collective redundancies,
sexual and moral harassment, employee saving schemes and pension
plans. He was also a lecturer in labor law at the Institute of Political Studies in Paris.

Mid-Market - Corporate Law Firm of the Year in France
Favarel & Associés

FAVAREL & ASSOCIÉS

Beatrice Favarel-Veidig
Partner
Tel: +33 (0)4 91 13 03 03
beatrice@favarel-associes.fr
www.favarel-associes.fr

In 1997, after seven years as junior partner in an international business

registered with the Marseille Bar since 1989. She specialises mainly in

law ﬁrm in Marseille, Beatrice Favarel-Veidig founded her own law ﬁrm.

international commercial law and arbitration law.

and geographical situation near the Court and Administration. Since 2003,

at the Marseille Bar since 2004. He practises international contracts,

Paris and Toulouse, which provides a high level of professional services for

property, international labour law, corporate law, companies ﬁscal law, and

In September 2001, the ﬁrm moved on the Old Port with a strategic view

Sébastien Goulet, Favarel & Associés partner, has been registered

Favarel & Associés has belonged to the network of partners Cle Avocats in

European community law, international ﬁscal law, intellectual and industrial

banking law, bankruptcy and labour law.

specialises particularly in business law.

It practises in the following areas: maritime law, international business law,

Indies (Guadeloupe, Martinique and French Guiana), in order to be oper-

bankruptcy & corporate reorganisation, ﬁnancial and banking law, air law,
transportation law, air trafﬁc and travel law, corporate law, international
private law, litigation and arbitration, insurance law, international & EEC
labour law, labour law and environment law and sustainable development.
Favarel & Associés was established with a team of specialised lawyers
and correspondents in France and Europe. The ﬁrm’s team of lawyers
specialise in maritime and transport law, international arbitration, international law, international commercial law, corporate law and bankruptcy
law.
Béatrice Favarel-Veidig, Favarel & Associés founding partner, has been

Favarel & Associés has set up sub ofﬁces in Paris and in the West
ational in these departments and areas. In order to respond efﬁciently to
any issue of international private law, the ﬁrm has also set up a network
of privileged correspondents in various countries of the European Union,
North and Western Africa and North America.
Favarel & Associés is a member of the Alliance of Business Lawyers,
an active international network concerning international business law,
composed of law ﬁrms from all over the world.
The ﬁrm’s other lawyers include: Denis Mouralis, Franck Farahna
(Docteur en Droit), Marie Feuillard (ﬂuent Russian speaker) and Hélène de
Ferrieres.
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Dabelstein & Passehl
Dr Jan Dreyer / Dr Marco Remiorz / Dr Dieter Schwampe /Esther Mallach
Partners
Tel: +49 40 31 77 97 0
j.dreyer@da-pa.com / m.remiorz@da-pa.com / d.schwampe@da-pa.com / e.mallach@da-pa.com
www.da-pa.com
PHOTO: Dr Marco Remiorz

Who We Are

We are an experienced and committed team of lawyers who carry out their clients’ instructions promptly
and professionally.
Having been in business for more than 80 years, we have an
absolute and sound understanding of the interests of our clients.
Where necessary, we litigate on their behalf, while seeking to
avoid contentious proceedings where appropriate.
Our German and foreign clients operate worldwide. Our daily
work is international in scope. We carry this out in co-operation
with our ofﬁce in Leer, one of the busiest shipping locations in
Germany.

Background

Dabelstein & Passehl was founded in 1930 by Dr Hans Dabelstein. Within a short time, the Hamburg lawyer gained a
reputation as a respected expert in maritime law. With the arrival
of Dr Gerhard Passehl, master mariner, Hans Dabelstein gained
a partner who was not only an outstanding shipping lawyer but
also a specialist in marine insurance law.
Originally, Dabelstein & Passehl worked almost exclusively in
the ﬁeld of traditional coastal shipping (North and Baltic Seas).
Since the 1970s, the ﬁrm has considerably expanded its ﬁeld of
activity. Today it is active worldwide.
In line with the expansion of the ﬁrm’s areas of practice, the
client base has increased signiﬁcantly. As a result, the ﬁrm itself
has continued to grow over the years, while maintaining the
qualities and principles appreciated by its clients, namely its
expertise and the individualised service it has always been in a
position to provide. There are currently nine lawyers working for

Dabelstein & Passehl in the Hamburg and Leer ofﬁces.

What We Do

International shipping law, land and air transport law, freight forwarding and insurance are the core areas of practice of Dabelstein
& Passehl both in Hamburg and Leer. We are one of the largest and
best known law ﬁrms in Germany practising these areas of law.

Shipping Law

Collisions, salvage/assistance, general average, groundings and
loss – at sea and on inland waterways – all form part of the work we
do. This includes disputes under contracts of affreightment, cargo
damage and personal injury, pilotage, maritime employment and
public shipping law, port law and inland waterway law.
We act for our clients, not only in relation to court proceedings,
but we also give them comprehensive advice on contracts in the
maritime ﬁeld (e.g. contracts of affreightment and crew employment
contracts), including assistance in drawing up bill of lading terms
and conditions.

Ship Finance / Restructuring

Those wishing to operate in shipping must either build or buy boats.
This inevitably involves the resolution of questions of ship ﬁnance,
an independent and complicated area of the law. Our advice in
this regard extends from draft sale and purchase contracts to their
ﬁnancing and to the registration of ships and mortgages. We act for
both banks as well as shipowners in this area.

Shipyard Law and Plant Construction

Shipping, shipbuilding and ship repairs are inseparably linked
together. Extensive experience as in-house lawyers enables our
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Rechtsanwälte · Law Firm

Hamburg · Leer

shipbuilding specialists to give comprehensive advice not only

primarily deal. We advise yacht owners both on the choice of the

regarding the legal aspects of a case. We support our clients

right legal form for their owning company, as well as on the draft-

in all respects relating to the conclusion and implementation

ing of building, insurance and ﬁnancing contracts. We assist

of building, renovation and repair contracts. We also play an

yacht insurers in dealing with large scale damage and loss.

important role in advising on court procedure including foreign
courts and arbitration.
We have, for many years, very successfully advised clients
dealing in industrial plants and power station construction on the
conclusion of international building, co-operation and consortium contracts. Our many years of experience are also put to
good use here, with regard to ship machinery construction.

Land and Air Transport Law

We advise on the structuring of transport contracts in accordance with the applicable conventions (CMR, CIM, Warsaw/
Montreal Convention) and run recourse actions for insurance
companies or defend claims for the carriers.

Insurance Law

Business Law

We offer our clients advice in all areas of business law from
company law to corporate succession, including all inheritance
questions and enforcement of wills.

Our Client Base

Dabelstein & Passehl act domestically and abroad for a wide
range of organisations from the shipping, shipbuilding and
industry ﬁelds. The international experience of our two ofﬁces in
the shipping centres of Hamburg and Leer has helped insurers,
P&I Clubs, recovery agents, shipowners, shipyards, brokers,
“Assekuradeure”, plant construction business, shipbuilding
suppliers, ship banks and ﬁnancial services providers as well as
shippers, freight forwarders, port authorities, transport compa-

Ship hull insurance, P&I, loss of hire, goods transport insurance,

nies, ship’s operators and the entire maritime service industry

cargo insurance, haulage insurance, CMR, personal liability

and its members.

insurance and re-insurance.
Through our regular activity for insurance undertakings, we
can offer extensive experience in this area – whether we are
dealing with detailed advice on the law for the supervision of
insurance companies, the drafting of comprehensive insurance
conditions or the formulation of entirely new insurance concepts.

Yatch Insurance

The area of yacht insurance is an independent specialist area,
in particular the area of large and mega yachts with which we

International Set Up

The ﬁrm has a strong network of international correspondents.
Jan Dreyer is the current chair of the maritime committee of the
IBA; meanwhile, Marco Remiorz is the vice chair of the ABA SIL
transport law commission and the immediate past president of the
young lawyers associations (AIJA) transport law commission. Dieter Schwampe is a member of the Executive Council of the CMI.

For more information please visit www.da-pa.com
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EU Lawyer of the Year in Germany
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Dr Christian O Zschocke
Partner
Tel: +49 69 714 00 711
czschocke@morganlewis.com
www.morganlewis.com

With 25 ofﬁces in the United States, Europe, the Middle East and Asia, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP provides comprehensive transactional, litigation,
labour and employment, regulatory and intellectual property legal services
to clients of all sizes – from global Fortune 100 companies to just-conceived startups – across all major industries. The ﬁrm’s service philosophy
is grounded in a disciplined approach to advancing its clients’ interests as
effectively and efﬁciently as possible.
Christian O Zschocke is a partner of Morgan, Lewis & Bockius’ Frankfurt
ofﬁce and is among the leading attorneys for European and German antitrust law. Dr Zschocke speaks and publishes regularly on aspects of EU
and German competition law; meanwhile, publishers of Germany’s leading
antitrust review have turned to him as the editor responsible for the section
on international antitrust developments. Dr Zschocke was recently elected
into the board of trustees of Forschungsinstitut für Wirtschaftsverfassung
und Wettbewerb e V (‘FIW’).
Dr Zschocke and his team of antitrust practitioners distinguish themselves through a facts-focused approach to competition law. The careful
assessment of the possible competitive effects of agreements, relevant
behaviour or proposed transactions is from his perspective the most important step of the entire legal analysis.
He noted: “Morgan Lewis provides clients with a full spectrum of antitrust services in the area of EU competition law as well as the competition
law of EU member states. We make merger ﬁlings and obtain clearances
from the European Commission and national competition authorities,
defend clients accused of antitrust violations, provide antitrust counselling

regarding vertical and cooperative agreements as well as joint ventures,
and prosecute complaints against third parties.
“We advise both private and public clients on the EU’s state aid regime
and generally ensure that clients’ business operations comply with, and are
not unduly hampered by, the applicable competition law requirements.”
Moreover, Dr Zschocke has an unparalleled track record in the area
of EU competition law. He obtained merger clearance from the European
Commission for the merger between Austria’s two leading banks as well as
for the establishment of Knorr-Bremse Systeme für Nutzfahrzeuge GmbH
by Knorr-Bremse AG and Robert Bosch GmbH, and was asked by Deutsche Börse AG to assist in the merger control review process relating to the
proposed merger with NYSE Euronext. Following the Commission’s prohibition decision in early 2012, Deutsche Börse AG asked Dr Zschocke to ﬁle a
complaint against this decision with the General Court in Luxembourg.
When asked about Morgan, Lewis & Bockius’ signiﬁcant successes of the past 12 months, Dr Zschocke added: “We were able to reach
favourable settlement agreements for millers in the German Federal Cartel
Ofﬁce’s investigation of German millers.
“Morgan, Lewis & Bockius advises a broad range of companies active
in various areas. In particular, my practice focuses on companies active in
the ﬁnancial services, automotive and construction industry. Competition
law has become a global practice; accordingly, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius’
broad international network in the US, Russia, Japan – with our Morgan
Lewis-TMI joint venture – and China is key to serving our ﬁrm’s clients’ legal
demands in the area of competition law.”

IP Law Firm of the Year in Germany
Hoffmann · Eitle

Tel: +49 89 92409 0
Fax: +49 89 918356

pm@hoffmanneitle.com
www.hoffmanneitle.com

Hoffmann · Eitle has served domestic, European and overseas clients for
decades, starting as a single-patent attorney ﬁrm in Berlin in 1892. Our
overseas clientele is located in particular in Japan, the US, South Korea
and China. As an integrated IP law ﬁrm with patent attorneys and attorneys-at-law, we offer combined prosecution and litigation services in intellectual property matters, including patents, trademarks, designs, licensing
and unfair competition law. This ensures that our clients beneﬁt from our
focused and expert advice – allowing them to achieve their objects.
We have continued to expand our business as well as our service offering in recent years. Our main ofﬁces are located in Munich and London,
the European patent centres representing the two most important (and
intrinsically different) legal systems in Europe. More recently, we broadened the scope of our services for regional European clients by opening
further ofﬁces throughout Europe.
In 2009, we opened an ofﬁce in Milan and, today, have four Italian
patent attorneys – all of them European patent attorneys.
Moreover, since 2011, two of our German patent attorneys have
worked from Hamburg, supporting clients in the Northern part of Germany as well as in Scandinavia.
Our Düsseldorf ofﬁce, with two German patent attorneys and one
Dutch patent attorney – all three being fully qualiﬁed European patent
attorneys – was opened in 2012, thus allowing us to speciﬁcally serve
clients in the Western part of Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium.

Our latest addition followed just this year in Spain, with the opening of
our Madrid branch ofﬁce, which is home to two patent attorneys.
Today, we have a total staff of more than 340, including approximately
90 IP professionals – among them European, German, British, Dutch,
Italian, Spanish and Belgian patent attorneys.
We regularly offer seminars and training for our clients – for example,
our biennial general ‘Euro Law Course’ for advanced beginners, and our
‘Life Science Seminar’ for experienced IP professionals in the pharmaceutical and life science ﬁelds.
In Japan, we offer an annual ‘Comparative Patent Practice Conference’ (CPPC) for providing comparative views of the current status and
new trends in IP in the US and Europe, with expert comments from a
Japanese perspective.
Meanwhile, the quality of our work has been recognised by several
awards, which we have received in recent years. These include Managing Intellectual Property ‘Firm of the Year 2008 (Germany – Prosecution)’,
JUVE ‘Law Firm of the Year for IP 2010’ and JUVE ‘Law Firm of the Year
for Patent Law 2010’, Managing Intellectual Property ‘Firm of the Year
2013 (Europe – EPO)’, as well as Corporate INTL ‘IP Law Firm of the Year
in Germany 2013’.
We feel honoured that our work in these difﬁcult economic times has
now been further merited, and we will continue our efforts in the future to
provide the best services for our clients in terms of quality and efﬁciency –
justifying this award which we have now received from Global Law Experts.
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Optimum protection of intellectual property, maintaining and enforcing our clients’ rights both on the national and the international stage –
this is the guideline of Patent Attorneys von Kreisler Selting Werner for more than 60 years.
In close cooperation with our clients, it is our aim to work out customized solutions which, by protection of innovative products and
methods, will decisively contribute in leading our clients’ innovations to economic success.
Global Network.

von Kreisler Selting Werner is one of the leading patent law ﬁrms in Germany in the ﬁeld
of intellectual property. As a result of our long-standing trustworthy cooperation, we can
rely on a global network of competent attorneys.

Direct Line to Your Attorney.

Our clients always appreciate the personal counsel from our attorneys and the
professional staff in the most various ﬁelds.

Expertise in all technical ﬁelds.

Due to the competence and knowledge available in our patent law ﬁrm, we are able to
advise you in all technical, engineering and scientiﬁc ﬁelds, not only in issues of patent right,
but also technical ones. Of course, our legal counseling also includes trademarks and designs.
Beyond the legal and technical counseling, we also try to
take into account your economical boundary conditions.
Thus, we offer you a promising basis in ﬁnding the right
solution for protecting your innovations, thus ensuring
permanent and sustained success.
von Kreisler Selting Werner
Deichmannhaus am Dom
Bahnhofsvorplatz 1
D-50667 Köln (Cologne)
Germany

www.dompatent.com

Large Tier - IP Law Firm of the Year in Germany
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
Dr Nadine Herrmann, LLM
Partner
An der Alster 3
20099 Hamburg
Germany
Tel: +49 (0) 40 89728 7000
nadineherrmann@quinnemanuel.com
de.germany.quinnemanuel.com

Dr Marcus Grosch, LLM
Partner
Oberanger 28
80331 Munich
Germany
Tel: +49 (0) 89 20608 3000
marcusgrosch@quinnemanuel.com
de.germany.quinnemanuel.com

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP is generally recognised as one

regulatory matters. It is unsurprising therefore that in 2010, Quinn Eman-

tion. With 600 lawyers and 15 ofﬁces worldwide, it is the largest law ﬁrm

The ofﬁce was started by Dr Marcus Grosch, one of the top IP litigation

of the premier ﬁrms in the United States for high-stakes business litiga-

uel opened its ﬁrst continental European ofﬁce in Mannheim, Germany.

in the world whose practice is devoted exclusively to business litigation.

attorneys in Germany, and his team of IP litigators. In 2012, the ﬁrm

Germany is at the forefront of issuing precedent-setting legal decisions,

leading IP and antitrust attorneys, bringing with her another team of

particularly in intellectual property disputes and related antitrust and

opened a Hamburg ofﬁce led by Dr Nadine Herrmann, one of Germany’s
highly regarded German, UK and US IP attorneys.
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Mid-Market - Banking & Finance Law Firm of the Year in Germany
KANTENWEIN • ZIMMERMANN • FOX •
KRÖCK & PARTNER
Marcus van Bevern
Partner
Tel: +49 (89) 89 96 86 0
marcus.vanbevern@kantenwein.de
www.kantenwein.de

KANTENWEIN • ZIMMERMANN • FOX • KRÖCK & PARTNER is a
multi-disciplinary ﬁrm composed of attorneys at law, tax consultants and
auditors. It focuses on dispute resolution, banking and capital markets,
commercial and company law, tax law and succession planning.
The ﬁrm’s principle of operation is the partners’ personal commitment
and their responsibility for content and result. Its partners are supported
by professional employees and have, without exception, long-standing
experience with major ﬁrms.
KANTENWEIN • ZIMMERMANN • FOX • KRÖCK & PARTNER’s
attorneys work for its clients as consultants or legal counsel during court
proceedings. They help to translate and secure clients’ individual needs
in the best possible legal way, developing speciﬁc and tailor-made
solutions to business law issues. The close cooperation between the
ﬁrm’s attorneys, tax consultants and auditors guarantees the
compilation of comprehensively optimised concepts.
Marcus van Bevern, a partner at the ﬁrm, has been a specialist attorney for banking and capital markets since 2008. His areas of expertise
include: advice in real estate and other ﬁnance transactions; banking
and capital market litigation; and national and international arbitration.
Prior to working at KANTENWEIN • ZIMMERMANN • FOX • KRÖCK
& PARTNER, Mr van Bevern was a representative of Deutsche
Pfandbriefbank AG in various committees of the Association of German

Pfandbrief Banks (2006-2009). He was also head of transaction
management at Deutsche Pfandbriefbank AG between 2008 and 2009.
Mr van Bevern has been an attorney-at-law since 1998. He became a
salary partner at KANTENWEIN • ZIMMERMANN • FOX • KRÖCK &
PARTNER in December 2009, before becoming a partner in January 2012.
The ﬁnancing of high volume transactions requires thorough
structuring and previous due diligence of the particular legal and tax
risks related to the subject of investment. Often tax implications require
particular observation.
In disputes with a banking or ﬁnancing background, the ﬁrm’s
transaction expertise and industry knowledge is particularly helpful.
With its multi-disciplinary consulting approach, the ﬁrm’s ﬁnancing and
tax experts assist with all matters relating to ﬁnancing. This includes
due diligence of the subject of investment across the drafting and
negotiation of the entire documentation package.
Where necessary, the ﬁrm also handles the coordination of questions
arising under foreign law in cooperation with a network of foreign law
ﬁrms. Increasingly, it advises in regards to questions related to
compliance in the banking area.
In case of disputes relating to facility agreements, security agreements
or hedging agreements, the ﬁrm’s expertise from the negotiation stage is
helpful to ﬁnd solutions or to elaborate a strategy. Further, it also represents
clients in cases of investment and consultancy liability in and out of court.

Patent Law Firm of the Year in Germany
df-mp
Fünf Höfe
Theatinerstraße 16
80333 Munich, Germany
Tel: +49 89 2102960
Fax: +49 89 21029633
info@df-mp.com
www.df-mp.com

df-mp is one of the top ﬁrms in intellectual property law with an international outlook and a broad scope of specialized expertise. Globally-oriented companies in such practice areas as biotechnology, chemistry,
physics, medical devices, mechanical and electrical engineering and
pharmaceuticals trust the competent advice offered by our highly-rated
team.
Our patent lawyers have considerable experience in obtaining and
defending our client’s key patents in proceedings before the European

df-mp - Global Expertise
for Your Innovations
and Trademarks

Patent Ofﬁce and the German patent ofﬁce, as well as challenging the
patents of third parties in such proceedings. Notable success has been
achieved by the ﬁrm in nullity actions before the German courts.
Another recognized speciality of the ﬁrm is client counselling on all
other aspects of intellectual property
such as freedom-to-operate and
patent validity opinions.

Patent Law Firm of the Year in Germany
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Editor’s Choice - Maritime Law Firm of the Year in Greece
Gerassimou & Partners Law Ofﬁce
Nicholas G Gerassimou
Partner
Tel: +30 210 42 85 722
info@gerassimou.gr
www.gerassimou.gr

Gerassimou & Partners Law Ofﬁce, located in the heart of the shipping
industry, Piraeus, is dedicated to providing a professional, personalised
and cost-effective service to clients in Greece and abroad. It has developed close relationships with a large number of the world’s leading law
ﬁrms and other professionals in the international shipping, transport,
corporate, commercial, energy and insurance business.
The ﬁrm’s main practice areas are shipping, transportation, insurance,
commercial and corporate, litigation, energy and environment, foreign
investments, mergers and acquisitions. It invests signiﬁcant resources
in research, bibliography, analysis of law, regulations and international
conventions affecting the business environments.
In regards to shipping, Gerassimou & Partners focuses on providing a broad range of legal consultancy advice and litigation including
arbitration. It has built long term, traditional relationships with ship
owners, managers, charterers, cargo interest parties, freight forwarders,
P&I Clubs and H&M underwriters. It assists them in the full and efﬁcient
service of their affairs.
The ﬁrm specialises in: structuring of shipping corporations, shipping
trusts, shipbuilding contracts; ship ﬁnance; ship and yacht acquisition
and sale contracts; registration of ships and yachts in all jurisdictions;
reﬂagging of ships and yachts; charter parties and bills of lading disputes; general average contributions; salvage, collision, marine labour

litigation, marine insurance claims; shareholders disputes, participation
in arbitration proceedings, concession agreements for ports and marinas, shipping privatization projects.
Nicholas G Gerassimou, a partner at the ﬁrm, is legal counsel in
major shipowning, energy and insurance companies in Greece. He has
extensive litigation experience in all ﬁelds of marine claims, all kind of
transportation aspects (sea, road and air), commercial and corporate
disputes, vessels and yachts acquisition and ﬁnancing, mergers and acquisitions and environmental law issues. Also, he has a vast experience
in foreign investment programs under the existing Greek Developing
Laws as well as local investment programs in foreign countries.
Mr Gerassimou graduated from the Athens University (Faculty of
Law), and did his postgraduate studies in the University of Southampton,
England, on maritime law and EEC law. He is an external lecturer of the
Malta International Maritime Organization (IMO). He has also published a
great number of articles and commentaries in various legal periodicals.
Further, he is a board member of the Hellenic Association of Maritime
Lawyers, Association Hellenique de Droit Maritime, the Piraeus Marine
Club and the Piraeus Yacht Club. He is also former vice-governor of the
Institute of Social Fund (IKA) and a member of the Institute of Democracy ‘Konstantinos Karamanlis’, along with numerous associations and professional and scientiﬁc working committees and has published various
articles and commentaries in local and international periodicals.

Pensions Law Firm of the Year in the Isle of Man
CAINS ADVOCATES LIMITED
Ben Hughes
Divisional Director
Tel: +44 1624 638374
ben.hughes@cains.com
www.cains.com

Ben is the Divisional Director that heads Cains’ Insurance and Pensions
Department. He advises on occupational and personal pension schemes
(both domestic and international), employee share schemes and incentive
plans. He is a member of the UK Association of Pension Lawyers, is an
adviser to the Isle of Man Association of Pension Scheme Administrators,
and is the Isle of Man’s contributor to a global online database that covers
share plans in over 150 countries.
The Isle of Man is one of the few offshore jurisdictions with a dedicated
and comprehensive regulatory regime in respect of domestic and international retirement plans. The regime is administered by the Insurance
and Pensions Authority and has become the jurisdiction of choice for
multinationals wishing to consolidate their international beneﬁt provision
under a single, tax favourable jurisdiction that combines ﬂexibility of beneﬁt construction with a system of effective but cost efﬁcient regulation.
In respect of domestic and international pension plans, Cains is recognised as the leading Isle of Man ﬁrm. Aside from advising the Island’s
largest occupational pension plans (including schemes within the banking, insurance, manufacturing, and travel sectors), Cains recently advised the Isle of Man Government in respect of the implementation of the
Isle of Man Government Uniﬁed Scheme (with a membership of c. 12,000
and liabilities of c. £1.5 billion as at 31 March 2012). Cains also advised

in respect of the implementation of the Public Sector Pensions Authority,
were the legal appointee in respect of the Isle of Man Treasury’s Steering
Committee on pension reform, and recently assisted in the drafting and
updating of pension legislation in 2013. In terms of current domestic
instructions, Cains is, inter alia, advising in respect of the buyout and
winding up of two large occupational pension plans and is in the process
of advising in respect of two separate plan mergers (having already
completed a third plan merger earlier in 2013).
In respect of international pension plans, Cains has acted in relation
to the establishment of more authorised international pension plans than
any other legal practice in the Isle of Man. Cains currently advises a
number of trustees of international plans including one of the Island’s
largest and longest established international plans with over 5000 members. Cains is also currently acting in respect of the establishment of a
$300 million dollar international pension plan which is due to take effect
later in the year.
Ultimately, Cains works closely with its clients to ensure that their Isle
of Man beneﬁt plans fulﬁl their objectives and ﬁt within their wider beneﬁt
offering. Cains is always happy, without charge, to answer any questions
a potential client has, whether in respect of general queries relating to
the Island’s regulatory regime or more targeted queries relating to the
viability of speciﬁc instructions.
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Client Choice - Company Law Firm of the Year in Italy

CBA Studio
Legale e Tributario
Alessandro Varrenti
Partner
Tel: +39 02 778061
alessandro.varrenti@cbalex.com
www.cbalex.com

CBA professionals make a major contribution to M&A operations, working closely with clients
to develop innovative solutions that prove to be key factors in achieving success.
CBA Studio Legale e Tributario (CBA) was formed
following the merger between Camozzi Bonissoni Varrenti & Associati and Studio Associato LCA – Avvocati e Commercialisti d’Impresa, two important ﬁrms
boasting consolidated experience in the provision of
consulting services to both Italian and foreign companies investing and operating in Italy.

spectrum of corporate M&A and private equity, and it excels in both

With more than 120 professionals operating in ofﬁces in Milan,

CBA professionals make a major contribution to the success of the

Rome, Padua, Venice and Munich, CBA provides its clients with
high-value services through a partner-led approach. The ﬁrm
offers solutions that are tailor made to satisfy the demands of
an increasingly complex market in search of integrated, ﬂexible
services. It consolidates the international identity of the founding
ﬁrms, relying on close-knit relations with a wide range of foreign
ﬁrms and international networks while retaining its independence
as an Italian ﬁrm.
CBA covers the following practice areas: antitrust, banking &
ﬁnance, e-commerce, food & beverage, labour, product liability,
restructuring, trusts and extras, automotive, corporate M&A
and private equity, energy, infrastructures and project ﬁnance,
gambling, litigation and arbitration, real estate, sport media &
entertainment, aviation, data protection, fashion, IP and IT, regulatory and capital markets, non proﬁt and tax.
The corporate M&A department distinguishes itself with its
top-quality, integrated legal and tax consulting. The team’s efﬁcient, comprehensive and tailor-made approach to transactions
is the result of the technical and industry expertise and intense
training of each and every professional.
The ﬁrm’s long-standing experience is recognised across the

domestic and cross-border transactions. With its multi-disciplinary
and global experience, CBA structures and implements M&A operations in Italy and abroad that require highly sophisticated planning,
assessment and professional support. Over the years, the ﬁrm’s
professionals have become the point of reference for major Italian
and foreign ﬁnancial operators in both majority and minority acquisitions.
In a continually evolving sector such as that of corporate ﬁnance,
M&A operations, working closely with clients to develop innovative
solutions that prove to be key factors in achieving success.
The department offers services in a wide range of areas. This

“
“

includes: structuring deals with sophisticated, tax-driven corporate
schemes; assistance in the purchase/sale of shares and/or businesses, starting from the preliminary stage of negotiations to completion; shareholder agreements – providing ordinary most complex
governance solutions and/or other shareholders’ understandings
and contractual engagements; acquisition ﬁnance agreements and
creation of security packages and collaterals; and leveraged and
management buy-outs.
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The department also handles legal and tax due diligence.
Further, it assists clients in the formation of funds, handling the corporate, tax and regulatory aspects and successfully integrating the
unique legal and tax features distinct to the private equity sector.
Alessandro Varrenti, CBA Studio Legale e Tributario partner,
practises corporate M&A and private equity. He has been partner at

an

the ﬁrm since 2007 and has vast experience in M&A, joint ventures
and international contracts in general. Mr Varrenti was admitted to
the Rome Bar in 1981 and admitted to practise before the Supreme
Court in 2001.
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Editor’s Choice - Corporate Tax Law Firm of the Year in Italy
PosLex
Paolo Omodeo Salè
Managing Partner
Tel: +39 06 42016264
paolo.omodeosale@poslex.it
www.poslex.com

PosLex is a specialized Tax Boutique operating in Rome and Milan.
The ﬁrm was founded by Paolo Omodeo Salé, known as a premiere
Tax and Corporate law senior advisor with an important professional
career in some of the most prestigious Italian and international law ﬁrms
operating in Italy.
PosLex assists domestic and international clients in connection with Corporate M&A, tax matters and projects in the ﬁeld of corporate governance
structures and the deﬁnition of internal auditing functions.
Before launching PosLex, Paolo Omodeo Salè was partner in CBA
Studio Legale e Tributario, managing partner of Deloitte Studio Legale
Associato and managing partner of Andersen Legal in Italy.
This long and important experience in leading international law ﬁrms
and professional structures represents the backbone of a structured
model of client assistance, and provides the ﬁrm with a concrete comprehension of clients’ needs and a strong attitude in integrating services with
an international perspective, on the basis of the speciﬁc client’s business
model.
Competencies
During the course of his professional career, Paolo Omodeo Salè has assisted both international and domestic clients on inbound and outbound
investments.
Further, he has dealt with economic and tax analysis of transfer pricing arrangements, corporate tax advice and legal representation before

the tax courts and representation of clients with Italian Institutions such as
the Bank of Italy, the Banks Association and the Industrial Associations.
Clients value the ﬁrm as a leading tax advisor in Italy. Its complete
spectrum of services includes domestic and international tax consultancy
and assistance on income tax, VAT and other direct and indirect taxes.
Within the scope of national and international corporate reorganizations, M&A transactions and LBOs, PosLex provides consulting and
assistance in deﬁning tax-efﬁcient corporate structures, with a strong
problem-solving approach, carrying out due diligences prior to acquisitions and negotiating and drafting tax representations and warranties in
M&A and other similar agreements.
PosLex has developed thorough knowledge in analyzing and interpreting double tax treaties, deﬁning transfer pricing policies and handling
cross-border licenses, cost-sharing agreements, dividend ﬂows, royalties
and interest.
The ﬁrm adopts an efﬁcient, comprehensive and tailor-made approach
to M&A transactions and assists clients in the ﬁnancing structures, handling the corporate, tax and regulatory aspects and successfully integrating the unique legal and tax features distinct to the private equity sector.
The organizational structure of the Firm is expressly lean and ﬂexible
in order to be cost efﬁcient for the beneﬁts of the clients. Thanks to the
extensive business relationships developed over the years by Paolo
Omodeo Salè, the Firm is professionally related to some of the most reputable Italian and international practitioners to combine with, according to
the speciﬁc needs and competences required.

“Zen and the Art of Patent Enforcement”
“Zen and the Art of Patent Enforcement”
Editor’s Choice - IP Law Firm of the Year in Italy

Studio Legale Sutti is the Italian international law ﬁrm with the largest IP & Competition Department. AND the only
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Industry Choice - Financial Transactions Law Firm of the Year in Italy
Studio Legale Bonora e Associati
Claudio Bonora
Partner
Tel: (+39) 0276013210
c.bonora@studiobonora.it
www.librajus.eu

Studio Legale Bonora e Associati is an independent law ﬁrm, established in
2000 and currently comprised of four partners and thirteen associates.
Since 2006, the ﬁrm belongs to the Italian legal network LibraJus, comprising some forty-ﬁve lawyers and four ofﬁces in Milan, Genoa, Rome and
Perugia and offering a full-range of legal services.
Bonora e Associati mainly specialises in banking and ﬁnance,
payment services, corporate law, M&A, as well as public services and
energy law. The ﬁrm also regularly deals with issues of labour law and
protection of personal data. Its practice areas include litigation, arbitration
and ADR.
In particular, the ﬁrm assists banks, ﬁnancial institutions and corporations in complex banking and ﬁnancial transactions, such as credit
facilities, syndicated loans, pool ﬁnancing, export and documentary credit,
leasing, factoring, inter-company loans, subordinated land hybrid loans,
cash pooling and debt restructuring.
The ﬁrm also covers all of the regulatory aspects relating to the:
· licencing, conduct of business and winding-up of banks, ﬁnancial
and payment institutions, investment ﬁrms and asset management companies;
· transfer of shareholdings in those institutions;
· transfer of ﬁnancial businesses and portfolios; and
· establishment of Italian branches of foreign institutions.

Bonora e Associati’s mission is to offer its clients top-quality and highly
specialised legal services and assistance with an emphasis on a personal,
ﬁduciary and long-lasting relationship, a problem-solving business-oriented approach, ﬂexibility, punctuality, competitive rates and fully-transparent
fee reporting.
In addition, membership in the LibraJus network enables Bonora e Associati to form teams of professionals, coming from different law ﬁrms and
covering various specialties, that effectively meet the needs of individual
clients that may arise from time to time.
Strong and well-established links with ﬁrms based in almost every European country and in North America allow Bonora e Associati to efﬁciently
and effectively deal with complex cross-border transactions and disputes.
Several lawyers from the ﬁrm regularly collaborate with various Italian
universities and research centres and take part in research projects,
seminars and publications. They bring such academic experience into
their practice and are regularly requested by clients to set up and deliver
training programs for their executives and staff.
Bonora e Associati also actively collaborates with the European Society
for Banking and Financial Law (www.aedbf.eu), established in Paris in
1988 and bringing together banking and corporate legal counsels, practitioners, judges, academics, public ofﬁcials and economists specialising
in the legal aspects of banking, ﬁnancial and capital market sector. Mr
Claudio Bonora, one of the founding partners of the ﬁrm, is an Honorary
President of the European Society.

Regional - Real Estate Law Firm of the Year in Italy
Nunziante Magrone
Corrado Rosano
Founding Partner
Tel: +39 06 695181
c.rosano@nmlex.it
www.nunziantemagrone.it

Nunziante Magrone is an Italian law ﬁrm, internationally orientated. It has
ofﬁces in Rome, Milan and Bologna and, since January 2011, a presence in
Istanbul (Turkey), as well as Tirana (Albania) in association with B&B and
Shuke Law Ofﬁce, respectively. In addition, Nunziante Magrone has joined
a strategic alliance of independent ﬁrms – these include: Nabarro, August
& Debouzy, GSK Stockman + Kollegen and Roca Junyent – with ofﬁces in
Europe, Asia and North-Africa.
The ﬁrm has a solid track record in real estate, strengthened by joining the
strategic alliance with ﬁrms that are primary European real estate players.
It offers a full range of services in real estate and construction, including
administrative law support, zoning and planning, property, real estate
ﬁnancing and funds, real estate structured-ﬁnance, M&A-related and
tax-related expertise. A team of approximately 10 lawyers is involved in real
estate matters.
Corrado Rosano, Nunziante Magrone founding partner, noted: “Our
ﬁrm is strongly focused on providing full quality support to clients at the
partner’s level. The membership to the European strategic alliance gives us
the possibility to be updated and keep our clients updated with the most
important technical and commercial developments within the real estate European environment, while developing the most innovative legal instruments
to be applied in real estate deals.
“We are typically focused on cross-border deals; therefore pan-European clients are our main targets. However, our client base still remains solidly
Italian, or the Italian arm of international companies, with a strong focus on

middle-size companies and ﬁnancial institutions. The internationally-orientated background of our partners gives us an advantage in meeting the
needs of our international clients. The consolidated international technology
in state-of-the-art documentation is also a valid tool.”
Corrado Rosano is a qualiﬁed attorney and a public registered accountant with more than 20 years of experience. He has spent most of his career
in international ﬁrms, being part of the Pan-European structured ﬁnance,
as well as tax groups. While in Nunziante Magrone he has led some major
national and cross-border real estate deals, including real estate ﬁnancing
and re-ﬁnancing.
Mr Rosano commented on the state of the real estate market in Italy. He
said: “The real estate market has been affected in Italy not only by the crisis,
but also by the long standing legal framework that imposes to deal with the
severely complicated legal, administrative and tax issues.
“In recent times, the need to realign the urbanistic and cadastral information of the properties, as well as to provide the certiﬁcates of energy
efﬁciency of properties, provided for by the recently-enacted legislation,
imposes a substantial analysis of the real estate portfolios before carrying
on the relevant deals. This implies a careful and sometimes massive legal
preparation of the same.”
During 2012 and 2013, Nunziante Magrone has mainly carried out reﬁnancing and debt restructuring deals, positioning the ﬁrm among the major
players in real estate ﬁnancing and restructuring. In the coming 12 months it
plans to target pan-European real estate clients together with its allied ﬁrms,
along with consolidating and expanding business with the existing ones.
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International - IP Law Firm of the Year in Luxembourg / International - Restructuring Law Firm of the Year in Luxembourg /
Large Tier - Banking & Finance Law Firm of the Year in Luxembourg
NautaDutilh Avocats Luxembourg
www.nautadutilh.com

Josée Weydert
Banking & Finance Partner
Tel: +352 26 12 29 97

josee.weydert@nautadutilh.com

NautaDutilh is an international law ﬁrm with ofﬁces in Amsterdam, Brussels, London, Luxembourg, New York and Rotterdam. With more than 400 lawyers, notaries
and tax advisers, NautaDutilh is one of the largest law ﬁrms in the Benelux region.
NautaDutilh Avocats Luxembourg is a full service business law ﬁrm with a broad
ﬁeld of expertise. It serves a wide range of institutional clients, mainly ﬁnancial
institutions, asset managers, large and mid-sized corporates, private equity ﬁrms,
funds sponsors and IT companies. It also has niche expertise in the ﬁeld of intellectual property.
Josée Weydert, NautaDutilh Avocats Luxembourg’s managing partner, noted:
“Signiﬁcant and direct partner involvement and our prompt responsiveness in
deals are considered our added value to clients. Our teams of experienced lawyers are all working on high level international transactions for major international
clients.”
“The banking & ﬁnance team has a strong basis of loyal clients including
major banks, ﬁnancial services, large corporations, insurance companies and
asset managers. The corporate team of NautaDutilh Avocats Luxembourg works
for key international corporations, hedge funds, private equity ﬁrms and ﬁnancial
institution clients. The IP & ICT team has a strong client portfolio in the fast moving
consumer goods sector. Its client portfolio also includes several major IT and
telecom solution vendors.”
Ms Weydert leads the ﬁrm’s banking and ﬁnance practice. She has extensive
experience in ﬁnance and corporate law, particularly in capital markets, securitisation, ﬁnancial products, securities laws, international ﬁnance structures, insolvency
and restructuring. With 20 years of experience in the banking and legal sector, Ms

Margaretha Wilkenhuysen
Corporate Partner
Tel: +352 26 12 29 32

greet.wilkenhuysen@nautadutilh.com

Vincent Wellens
Head IP & ICT
Tel: +352 26 12 29 34

vincent.wellens@nautadutilh.com

Weydert enjoys recognition among both market players and clients.
One of the her biggest successes of 2013 has been gaining new clients in the
banking sector such as Morgan Stanley, and a major corporate, KGHM Polska
Miedź, an internationally operating mining company.
Margaretha Wilkenhuysen, NautaDutilh’s corporate partner, specialises in
cross-border corporate transactions, with a particular focus on mergers and
acquisitions, joint ventures and international corporate restructurings. Ms Wilkenhuysen also has extensive experience in corporate ﬁnance. During 2013, the ﬁrm’s
corporate practice has acquired new direct corporate clients and stabilised other
existing corporate clients, such as UTC and IACG.
Vincent Wellens, head of NautaDutilh Luxembourg’s IP & ICT practice, represents major international clients on IP, trade practices, e-commerce, e-archiving
and data protection issues in the consumer goods and IT sectors. Mr Wellens is a
member of several organisations, including the APSI (Luxembourg association of
IT professionals) and the FedISA (French-Luxembourg organisation of archiving
professionals). As a member of these organisations he is regularly asked to advice
on law proposals in the ﬁeld of e-archiving and cloud computing.
Throughout 2013, the ﬁrm’s IP & ICT team has assisted P&T Luxembourg,
the Luxembourg historical telecom operator, in the elaboration of its rebranding
strategy. This assistance, as well as work for this company in telecom and (unfair)
competition ﬁles, has reinforced the position of the team on the local market.
Ms Weydert commented: “The success of our Luxembourg ofﬁce can be
attributed to our close collaboration with our other NautaDutilh ofﬁces and its well
established and continuously strengthened relationships with other independent
foreign law ﬁrms.”

Energy Lawyer of the Year in the Netherlands
Holland Van Gijzen Advocaten
en Notarissen LLP
Dick Weiffenbach
Partner / Attorney at Law
Tel: +31 88 407 04 43
dick.weiffenbach@hollandlaw.nl
www.hollandlaw.nl

Holland Van Gijzen Advocaten en Notarissen LLP (HVG) is one of the top
ﬁrms of attorneys at law and civil law notaries in the Netherlands. The ﬁrm’s
strategic alliance with Ernst & Young (EY) enables it to offer integrated and
comprehensive services that address not only the legal but also the ﬁnancial and tax-related aspects of client’s issues. Its industry focus ensures
that it has access to up-to-date information and insights spanning a wide
range of market sectors.
The ﬁrm’s practice areas include: corporate & commercial, mergers &
acquisitions, real estate, ﬁnancial services, employment law, intellectual
property and IT. In addition, it focuses on a number of speciﬁc industries,
such as healthcare, power & utilities, oil and gas, chemical sector, ﬁnancial services, government and public sector, real estate, technology and
telecommunications.
The energy law section of HVG deals with the legal aspects of electricity, gas, heat and water, as well as oil and gas. It assists clients in setting
up their energy companies and introducing new energy products on the
market, advising both energy companies and purchasers. If necessary,
the ﬁrm initiates proceedings at, among others, the Authority for Consumers & Markets (ACM), the Trade and Industry Appeals Tribunal (College
van Beroep voor het bedrijfsleven) and the Netherlands Arbitration Institute
(NAI).
The ﬁrm’s advice is not limited to the founding or restructuring of
electricity and gas companies, it also takes care of the proceedings at the
Ofﬁce of Energy Regulation and the Ministry of Economic Affairs. It checks

the requirements concerning designation, permits and exemptions, which
the energy company must comply with, closely. This involves other legal
ﬁelds such as competition law, trademark law, patent law, litigation and
employment law.
HVG has a deep commitment to excellent advice with a focus on
high quality, speed of service and meeting clients’ needs. Its client base
consists of national and international companies, government entities and
not-for-proﬁt organisations.
With more than 150 lawyers and civil law notaries practising in all of
the legal specialty areas relevant to the corporate sector, HVG operates
on a national and international scale. It has local ofﬁces in Amsterdam,
The Hague, Eindhoven, Rotterdam, Utrecht and Brussels, as well as two
Dutch Legal Desks in London and New York. It is a member of the EMEIA
Law network, the alliance of legal practices associated with EY, to ensure
that clients have access to a network of more than 800 legal specialists
advising in more than 20 countries.
Dick Weiffenbach, HVG partner and attorney at law, is active in the area
of corporate law. He specialises in international mergers and acquisitions,
corporate governance advice, international contract law and energy law.
Mr Weiffenbach has advised clients in the consumer retail trade,
energy, manufacturing, ﬁnancial and healthcare sectors with regard to
international mergers and acquisitions. He has supervised many large
transactions in a multidisciplinary context. Further, he has ample experience in advising international energy companies in the ﬁeld of contract
law, litigation, corporate law and energy law.
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IT Lawyer of the Year in the Netherlands
Clercq Advocaten Notarissen
Natascha H.A. van Duuren
Partner
Tel: +31 (0)71 581 53 08 / Mobile: +31654983766
n.vanduuren@declercq.com
www.declercq.com

The law ﬁrm of De Clercq is a Netherlands based independent law ﬁrm,

Amsterdam Free University (1994-1998), Post-doctoral education in IT

membership of EuropeFides, a multidisciplinary network of professional

and Personal Data (2012) at the Tilburg Institute for Law, Technology, and

with a strong international focus, which is embodied in our exclusive Dutch

Law (2002) at the Grotius Academy and Specialised Education in Privacy

services ﬁrms concerning tax, legal and accounting. In turn, EuropeFides

Society.

De Clercq with the opportunity to assist multinational organisations and

in heading IT projects and drafting complex IT contracts, including those

has serious links with similar networks in other continents, which provides

Moreover, Natascha H.A. van Duuren has a great deal of experience

institutions.

involving European tender offers. She regularly represents clients in IT

Since 1850, De Clercq has represented the interests of businesses and

She is also an expert in the ﬁelds of the protection of software, outsourc-

disputes, providing her expertise to both IT suppliers and customers.

institutions from its ofﬁces based in The Hague and Leiden. De Clercq has
reached this exceptional age by keeping abreast of the times and by remaining independent. The ﬁrm holds a ‘house of specialists’, with lawyers
specialising in the most relevant ﬁelds of law for businesses and institutions. These include corporate law, corporate litigation, information technology, M&A, IP, administrative and environmental law, employment law, real
estate property and procurement. De Clercq is also an eco friendly ﬁrm,
and many of its employees are socially active in their public surroundings.
Natascha H.A. van Duuren has worked since 1998 as an attorney
specialising in IT law and privacy. She has been a partner at De Clercq,
leading the IE/IT team, since 2005. Her qualiﬁcations include: Law at

ing, e-commerce, privacy, 3-D printing and eHealth.
She is a member of the Copyright Association [Vereniging voor

auteursrecht], the Dutch Association for Information Technology and

Law [Nederlandse Vereniging voor Informatietechnologie en Recht], the

Advertising Law Association [Vereniging voor Reclamerecht], the Privacy

Law Association [Vereniging Privacy Recht], the Association of IT Lawyers
[Vereniging voor Informaticarecht Advocaten] and the Dutch Association
for eHealth [Nederlandse Vereniging voor eHealth].

Natascha H.A. van Duuren also lectures on various topics: eHealth,

European IT-tenders and the legal aspects of IT projects. She also holds
various board positions in IT related platforms.

Criminal Law Firm of the Year in Northern Ireland
KRW Law – LLP
Kevin Winters
Director
Tel: +353 (0)28-90241888
kevin@kevinrwinters.com
www.kevinrwinters.com

KRW LAW-LLP is one of Ireland’s leading law practices. Established in

English lawyers of the family of Madeleine McCann, by whom we were

2001. We have ofﬁces in Belfast City Centre and have been instructed in

condemned forensic science of Low Copy Number DNA.

2012, we were originally formed as Kevin R Winters & Co, Solicitors in
some of the most signiﬁcant and high proﬁle cases in this jurisdiction.

Providing expert advice to our clients throughout Ireland, we specialise
in the areas of Advocacy, Criminal Law, Human Rights, Judicial Review,
Prison Law and Civil Litigation. In addition to this we also offer a 24hr call
out service providing round the clock attendance in police stations.
In recent years, we have also developed a niche for criminal defence
forensic analysis, and have provided advice and assistance to the
Scottish lawyers of Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed Al Megrahi, the Libyan convicted for involvement in the Lockerbie Bombings, particularly in relation

approached to provide our opinion with regards to the validity of the now
Indeed, we have been cited by the world renowned guide to the legal
profession, Chambers and Partners, which lists the top lawyers in 175
countries, with independent rankings and editorial commentary. We are
ranked in their top band, Band 1, for our expertise in public law and
criminal practice. The key to the success of their legal directories and
the validity of their awards is the in-depth, unbiased research conducted
by their team of highly qualiﬁed and experienced researchers. On the
basis of this research, they identify the world’s top lawyers.
Setting new standards in best practice, we offer the highest quality of
service and advice to our clients.

to the integrity of exhibit management and continuity, and also to the
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Client Choice - Corporate Law Firm of the Year in Portugal
Caetano de Freitas & Associados
Soﬁa Ribeiro
Partner
Tel: +351 919 946 839
soﬁa.ribeiro@caetanodefreitas.com
www.caetanodefreitas.com

Caetano de Freitas & Associados strives for a clear and faithful deﬁnition

in various company acquisitions, corporate ﬁnance operations, the

clause in order to enable somebody to beneﬁt from it. The ﬁrm aims for

mergers and corporate restructuring operations. She also has wide ex-

draws solutions from the best market practices in line with the reasonable

equity area.

prudence, constantly analysing and reviewing the risks, anticipating prob-

the University of London (SOAS) and graduated in Law from the Lisbon

of contract conditions and does not allow ambiguity to creep into any

preparation and negotiation of commercial contracts, business projects,

mutual respect for the agreed conditions, and where this is not possible it

perience in the structuring of investments in the risk capital and private

judgement of a bonus pater familias. It adopts the principle of reasonable

Ms Ribeiro has a master’s in International Environmental Law from

lems and expediting solutions.

Catholic University Faculty of Law. She also has a postgraduate degree

Soﬁa Almeida Ribeiro, Caetano de Freitas & Associados partner, prac-

imbra University Faculty of Law, as well as in Taxation from the Lisbon

tises mainly in the area of corporate law. She has participated actively

in Planning, Urban Development and Environmental Law from the CoCatholic University Faculty of Economic and Business Sciences.

Criminal Law Firm of the Year in Portugal
PLMJ - Law Firm
João Medeiros
Partner | Head of PLMJ Criminal Law Team
joao.medeiros@plmj.pt
www.plmj.pt

PLMJ’s criminal law team has handled many complex and high proﬁle cases
of national importance and is recognised for this by its peers. Its work has
spanned all areas of criminal law, from the more traditional crimes covered
by the Criminal Code to newer areas, such as tax and social security crimes,
money laundering, the phenomenon of corruption in sports, medical negligence, the protection of trademarks and other IT law cases and, obviously,
white-collar crimes.
“Our team has also been heavily involved in matters of administrative and
regulatory law and is closely involved in assisting its clients with compliance
issues,” noted João Medeiros, PLMJ partner and head of PLMJ’s criminal
law team.
With more than 20 years of experience on criminal litigation, João
Medeiros is a member of the ECBA - European Criminal Bar Association,
as well as being a founding member and currently a board member of the
Forum Penal - Criminal Lawyers Association. He was also a lecturer at the
Portuguese Bar Association on criminal procedural law. He currently manages the largest team of criminal lawyers in Portugal.
PLMJ’s criminal law team includes nine specialist lawyers: three partners, one senior associate and ﬁve associates located at several ofﬁces
around the country, who work closely with PLMJ’s other practices. Its
incomparable expertise, which manifests itself in a high level of maturity
and specialisation, allows the team to be involved in a large volume of complex and high proﬁle criminal proceedings, including white-collar crimes,
medical negligence and competition law, and also to assume an advisory
role towards individuals and companies in a wide range of criminal and
administrative proceedings.

According to Medeiros, the majority of law ﬁrms in Portugal do not offer
teams that are highly specialised and experienced in all areas of criminal
law. By contrast, the team at PLMJ is remarkably experienced and specialised, and is able to assist clients in every type of criminal matter with the
highest standards of technical quality.
“This year we have worked on administrative matters in particular,” added Medeiros. “We have assisted a Portuguese company held by a company
listed on the London Stock Exchange, in judicial proceedings in which I was
able to reduce – in fact, by more than half – the ﬁne initially applied to the
company by a Portuguese regulatory authority due to cartel conduct and information exchange. Notwithstanding this result, we are currently preparing
the appeal.”
PLMJ’s client list in this practice area is currently made up of managers,
bankers, businessmen and women and companies and the work relates
principally to white-collar crime and tax crime. In the recent past, the
volume of the ﬁrm’s case work relating to administrative and compliance
matters has grown exponentially.
It is no surprise then that plans to reinforce its criminal law team and
expand its range of clients in the coming 12 months are on the table. In
particular, PLMJ is committed to the globalisation of the team, which will be
achieved primarily by further strengthening the network of the team abroad.
João Medeiros concluded: “Crucially, during its 45-year existence,
although it is an independent ﬁrm, PLMJ has built up a strong network of
partner ﬁrms both in Portugal and internationally – through PLMJ International Legal Network. More recently, the ﬁrm has set up solid joint ventures
with ﬁrms in Portuguese-speaking countries and across the markets which
are the main target for Portuguese foreign investment.”
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Editor’s Choice - Family Law Firm of the Year in Portugal
Rogerio Alves & Associados

ROGERIO ALVES & ASSOCIADOS

Joao Perry da Câmara
Principal Partner
Tel: +351 917263118 / +351 964865543
jcamara@pmbgr.pt
www.pmbgr.pt

João Perry da Câmara, Rogerio Alves & Associados principal partner, has
practised family law since 1986 when he was admitted to the Portuguese
Bar Association. Along with family law, he specialises in commercial and
civil litigation, commercial law, family inheritance law, children’s law, real
estate property law, urban leasing, pharmaceutical law and criminal law.
In regards to family law, he provides services in the following areas:
adoption; appeals; arbitration; child care and public law; child custody,
residence, visitation and contact; child support; cohabitation; divorce;
emergency procedures and injunctions; enforcement – child custody,
child support, property division and spousal support; ﬁnance – insolvency, pensions, superannuation, retirement, employment beneﬁts, property
issues and taxation; Hague convention and child abduction; mediation; modiﬁcation and variation – child custody, child support, property
division and spousal support; parentage and paternity; pre-nuptial and
post-nuptial agreements; same sex partnerships; and spousal support,
maintenance and alimony.
Mr Perry da Câmara received his Law degree from Universidade
Católica Portuguesa in 1984. He also attended a Masters Law Programme in Commercial Law of the Universidade Católica Portuguesa in
1996. He then went on to complete a post-graduate study in Corporate
Law at the Universidade Católica in 2000. He also speaks Portuguese,

Finland

|

Russia

|

Ukraine

|

English, French and Spanish.
Further, Mr Perry da Câmara is former vice president of the Portuguese Bar Association and Lisbon District of Portuguese Bar Association, as well as a former representative of the Portuguese Bar Association at IBA, FBE and CCBE. He is also a member of the FBE Arbitrage
Committee.
Prior to establishing the ﬁrm with Rogerio Alves, he was a partner at
PMBGR - Sociedade de Advogados, from 1999. He was also a partner
at Perry da Câmara & Resina da Silva - Sociedade de Advogados from
1994 to 1999.
Rogerio Alves, Rogerio Alves & Associados principal partner, mainly
practises in the area of criminal law. He has been self-employed since
1987, and has collaborated with ﬁrms such as ABBC & Associados, Sociedade de Advogados RL (since May 2010) and PMBGR - Sociedade
de Advogados (September 2006 – April 2009).
Mr Alves is the former president of the Portuguese Bar Association
(2005-2007), UALP - Portuguese-Speaking Lawyers Association (2007)
and Lisbon Council of the Portuguese Bar Association (2002-2004).
Further, he has been an invited speaker and lecturer for conferences
and debates at the invitation of universities, institutes and associations
and has written several articles on criminal law and criminal procedural
law. He also speaks Spanish, French and English.

Belarus

|

Kazakhstan

|

Uzbekistan
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International - Copyright Law Firm of the Year in Russia
INTELLECT-S
Evgeny Shestakov
Managing Partner
Tel: +7 (495) 668-07-31
e.shestakov@intellectmail.ru
www.intellectpro.ru/en

The Group of Law Firms INTELLECT-S (“INTELLECT-S”) was founded

corporate, tax, contract, and litigation) enables the ﬁrm to meet high

rights protection; however, over the years it has expanded into other

approach. This extends to copyright litigation or advisory support for

IP remains the ﬁrm’s core and strongest practice, and half of its partners

This is both the ﬁrm’s strength and its competitive edge.

include associated rights, patents, trademarks, trade secrets, information,

IT start-ups, whether on the side of venture investors or representing

in 2000 as an intellectual property ﬁrm specializing in copyright holders’

client expectations involving a comprehensive multidisciplinary

areas and has become a full-service professional group. Nonetheless,

large transactions involving IP rights, corporate structuring in IP, etc.

are IP specialists. Apart from copyright, INTELLECT-S’s competencies
competition and antitrust, business reputation and defamation.

One of INTELLECT-S’s unique features is its expertise pertaining to
developer teams. The company has also partnered with Californian law
ﬁrms, enabling it to offer new prospects to the Silicon Valley market.
Moreover, our company was named among the top ﬁfteen Russian

INTELLECT-S’s copyright client base is comprised of IT companies,

copyright ﬁrms in the prestigious Pravo.Ru-300 national rating of law

software manufacturers, publishers, electronic and printed media,

ﬁrms in 2011 and 2012. The ﬁrms are rated jointly by the Internet portal

TV broadcasters, show business, designers, advert ﬁrms, gallerists,

Pravo.ru, newspaper Vedomosti and the project’s ofﬁcial auditor, Ernst

as well as exhibition organizers.
INTELLECT-S protects IP right holders against direct infringements
and unfair competition involving IP, before courts or the antimonopoly
authorities, provides support and advice for transactions involving IP
in ongoing business related to copyright, and completes registration of
software and databases with the Russian Patent Ofﬁce.

& Young.
We have been announced the M&A IP Boutique Law Firm of the Year
in Russia by the reputable British Acquisition International Magazine
in the 2013 M&A Awards. The awards recognize investors, advisers
and service providers pinpointed for their expertise in their respective
specialized ﬁelds.

INTELLECT-S’s strong expertise in other areas of law (such as

Editor’s Choice - Telecommunications Law Firm of the Year in Serbia
Živković Samardžić Law Ofﬁces
Slobodan Kremenjak
Attorney at Law
Tel: +381 (11) 2629 470
slobodan.kremenjak@zslaw.rs
www.zslaw.rs

Živković Samardžić Law Ofﬁces, established in 1998, is one of the Serbia’s
leading full-service independent law ﬁrms, offering a comprehensive range of
legal services for businesses and individuals in Serbia and regionally. Initially
recognised for its media and telecoms, insurance litigation, private and notfor-proﬁt client practices, the ﬁrm grew into a team of more than 20 lawyers
addressing the needs of the growing number of foreign investors in Serbia, rapidly developing media and communications industries, as well as the booming
real estate sector, with demands for ofﬁce and retail space continuing to grow.
Živković Samardžić provides top quality legal service to a diverse range of
both international and national clients active in a number of sectors, including
construction and building materials, ﬁnancial institutions, food and beverages,
insurance/reinsurance, IT, retail, media, advertising and broadcasting, mining
and metals, pharmaceuticals, real estate and telecommunications. It advises
clients on a comprehensive range of services including corporate, commercial, real estate, banking, ﬁnancial services, litigation, intellectual property,
employment, competition and tax.
The ﬁrm is experienced in cross-border matters. It nurtures professional
connections regionally, through a well-coordinated network of top-ranking
local business law ﬁrms with international experience in Central and Eastern
European countries (including Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and
Turkey) and worldwide. It is a member of the Employment Law Alliance, a local
partner of World Bank on the Doing Business project and an exclusive partner
of Lansky, Ganzger & Partner in Vienna.

Živković Samardžić’s IP, media, IT and telecommunications team provides
an integrated service to clients on a range of contentious and non-contentious
IP, media, IT and telecoms-related issues. Its lawyers cover copyright, industrial, publishing, broadcasting and advertising law. The team is assisting media
in their relations with regulators, collecting societies, as well as in acquisitions
of prime content. It also advises mobile operators and Internet service
providers on regulatory and various other issues, along with assisting corporate clients from a range of industry sectors with regards to advertising, IP
and IT.
Slobodan Kremenjak, Živković Samardžić associate partner, practises in
the areas of telecoms, media, intellectual property and competition. In his
current role, he is the head of Živković Samardžić’s IP, media and telecommunications and competition teams.
Mr Kremenjak was a member of the working groups founded by the Serbian Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Telecommunications and Information
Society to draft new laws on broadcasting, media concentration and electronic
communications.
His consulting is primarily related to the compliance with competition
regulations and telecoms and media sector speciﬁc legal framework and
regulatory issues. He advises operators in the licensing procedures, relations
with other operators, introduction of new services and with regards to the competition issues. He also advises Serbian telecoms regulators on various issues
including the renewal of licences granted under previous regulations. Further,
Mr Kremenjak advises undertakings from different industry sectors on various
competition issues and relations with competition regulators.
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Law Firm - HMG & PARTNERS, s.r.o.
e-mail: hmg@hmg.sk

web: www.hmg.sk

tel: +421 2 5752 7700

fax: +421 2 5752 7777

Languages: Slovak, Czech, English, German

Number of Lawyers: 28

Other Ofﬁces: Bratislava, Košice, Banská Bystrica, Žilina, Prague

Contact: Ján Gajan

Štefanovičova 12
811 04 Bratislava

CATEGORIES OF WORK:

Banking law
Elena Jarolímková

Obligation and contract law:
Slavomír Moško

International and European law:
Barbora Hříchová

Intellectual property law:
Eva Lobotková

M&A transactions, Due diligence processes: Protection of competition:
Ján Gajan
Martin Bednár

Administration and recovery of claims:
Natália Prokopová, Klára Ďurková

Building and administrative law:
Janka Karabinošová, Petra Chudíková

Privatisations and tenders:
Ján Gajan

Insurance and ﬁnance:
Slavomír Moško, Martin Bednár

Legal and arbitration proceedings:
Ján Gajan, Eva Lobotková

Labour law:
Martin Bednár, Tomáš Zahradník

Real property law:
Tomáš Zahradník, Janka Karabinošová

Telecommunications:
Ján Gajan, Tomáš Zahradník

Energy:
Ján Gajan, Tomáš Zahradník

Health:
Martin Michalko

Company law:
Martin Bednár

Bankruptcy and restructuring:
Filip Lukáč, Gustáv Palider

Other areas of law

Commercial
Lawyer
of the Year
in Slovakia
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Entertainment Law Firm of the Year in Spain
SANTIAGO MEDIANO ABOGADOS
Santiago Mediano
Chairman & Founding Partner
Tel: +34 91 310 63 63
smediano@santiagomediano.com
www.santiagomediano.com

Santiago Mediano Abogados has had a long and fruitful history of advising

subsidies) for cinema and audiovisual, etc.

offer the highest-level service of advice in development, ﬁnancing, pro-

and/or commissioning agreements for creative works (scripts, novels and

theatre, dance, music, fashion, graphic arts, Internet content and video

diums or project titles. We also take care of any registration of works at

the entertainment industry. As a consequence, we are proud to be able to

Other services for our clients are the management of rights acquisitions

duction and exploitation of all manner of performing arts, television, ﬁlm,

treatments) as well as protective measures for scripts, formats, compen-

games projects.

the US copyright ofﬁce, regarding among others for music, title and script
clearances, or the registration of literary, audiovisual and musical works.

Our experience also covers advising television and radio channels, magazine, news and other print publishers, publicity agencies, record companies and music publishers, as well as talent agencies and sports representatives and entities.
The services offered by our Entertainment group include, among others, the broadcast licence agreements, review and negotiation of co-production agreements and production services agreements. We also advise
regarding the constitution of Agrupaciones de Interés and Uniones Temporales de Empresa (both being legal structures, comprised of separate
companies, existing for the purposes of exploiting certain tax beneﬁts and

Related to labor matters in this area, we do for our clients the drafting
of employment and services agreements, and continual on-going advice
regarding all manner of conﬂicts that arise during the life of such contracts
in the ambit of Entertainment.
We also take care of talent representation agreements as well as direct
representation for talent and sportsmen/women or sponsorship agreements.
Our Entertainment area also provides global advice and assistance in
obtaining E&O insurance and completion bonds – as well as advice and
assistance in obtaining public subsidies.

Media Lawyer of the Year in Spain
SANTIAGO MEDIANO ABOGADOS
Santiago Mediano
Chairman & Founding Partner
Tel: +34 91 310 63 63
smediano@santiagomediano.com
www.santiagomediano.com

Santiago Mediano is the chairman and founding partner of Santiago Mediano Abogados in Spain. Over the last 20 years, he has been one of the ﬁrst
ﬁgures in copyrights, media and entertainment in Spain.
Santiago Mediano started teaching law in Madrid in 1991. Following his
time as responsible for General Advice in the Spanish Authors’ and Publishers’ Society (SGAE) he spent very productive years in Gómez-Acebo &
Pombo, Squire, Sanders & Dempsey and CMS Albiñana & Suarez de Lezo
– until he founded his own ﬁrm, Santiago Mediano Abogados, in 2003.
He also acted as the secretary of the board of the Spanish Audiovisual
Production Companies Trade Union.
Meanwhile, he continued being a professor and regular collaborator (in
programmes pertaining to IP) in the WIPO Academy, the Madrid Bar Association and several universities, including the Universidad Complutense,
the Universidad Autónoma and Universidad Carlos III de Madrid.
Mr Mediano has earned recommendations: from Chambers & Partners
in copyright issues from 2003 to 2013, from European Legal Experts in
Intellectual Property from 2003 to 2013 and from the Legal 500 for 2003 to
2006, being “highly recommended” by the same in 2007.
His clients have included: the American Academy of Motion Picture
Sciences and Arts in copyrights and trade mark infringement cases concerning the use of the Academy’s OSCAR statuette; major Studios, popular on-line music and video on demand services, taking legal actions in

Spain to defend their rights; as well as working on licensing and business
on IP needs and full service advice in the international licensing of the
Hello! magazine format; and trademarks on behalf of Hola! for various
international territories
He obtained his Law Degree at the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid
1991. He has Doctorate courses on Civil Law at Universidad Complutense
de Madrid and a master’s in Law Firm Management.
Moreover, Mr Mediano is a member of the Madrid Bar Association,
a member of the Royal Academy for Jurisprudence and Legislation, a
member of the ALADDA (Literary and Artistic Association for the Defence
of Author’s Rights), as well as being a member of Dialogo, the Spanish
French association for the bilateral relations development between France
& Spain.
He has published widely on legal journals and magazines and other publications such as “Dispute Resolution Mechanisms in the Spanish
Entertainment Industry: Litigation Arbitration and Mediation”, “Legal
responsibilities of the Year 2000”, Tapia Law Magazine, 1999; “Chapter
on Spain in the International Software Protection Book”, Matthew Bender, 1997; “Database: Its Protection and Creation” (LPI and LORTAD),
“Superior Institute of Banking Techniques and Practices”, 1997; and
“Commentary on the Law 16/1993, in the Magazine on Authors Rights”
(SGAE, 1995).
He is ﬂuent in English and German, and also speaks Italian and French.
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Partnership IP Law Firm of the Year in Spain
ZBM Patents –
Zea, Barlocci & Markvardsen
Bernabé Zea
Founding Partner
Tel: +34 934 034 526
bzea@zbm-patents.eu
www.zbm-patents.eu/eng/socios8.htm

ZBM was founded in 2003 with the clear goal of
changing the patent landscape in Spain. As ZBM is
celebrating its 10 year existence, ZBM is proud that it
has achieved that goal and is widely considered to set
the new standard for patent practice in Spain. Along
the way, it has dramatically increased IP awareness in
Spain.

Areas Of Expertise

The ﬁrm has grown considerably in size in a short time and now

of technical areas, such as pharmacy, chemistry, biotechnology,

has 25 patent experts in its team, including European patent
attorneys, Spanish patent and trademark attorneys and an
in-house US patent attorney. The team of partners has grown
from three to eight. The ZBM partner program ensures both

Clients also recognize ZBM’s excellent value for money and client
recommendations have become its major source of growth as small
and medium-sized enterprises, multinationals, patent ﬁrms and
lawyers from the United States, Latin America, Asia and the Middle
East increasingly ﬁnd their way to ZBM, particularly for European
patent prosecution.

ZBM’s patent attorneys are trained and experienced in a wide range
mechanics, electronics, and computer technology. Some of its
patent services include the following:
· Patentability and freedom-to-operate studies – ZBM’s experts
are highly trained in searching and the company takes maximum

commitment from and retention of highly trained staff.

advantage of its experts’ background as former European Patent

Quality & Integrity

trainers and persons in charge of scientiﬁc information departments

ZBM’s patent experts have an in-depth understanding of
clients’ technologies and their business needs, and the ﬁrm is
committed to providing services that create value for its clients.
ZBM distinguishes itself from other patent ﬁrms by a relentless
commitment to quality. Whether the work entrusted is patent
drafting, patent search, prosecution work, opposition or even
(just) translations and validations, all work products are
crosschecked to ensure that they are of consistent quality.
At ZBM, the attorneys believe that something is not worth
doing if it is not done well.
ZBM’s commitment to training both staff and clients is
unsurpassed: the ﬁrm is involved in all the main academic
activities in Spain. In-house training ensures that every member
of the ZBM team is aware of the relevant legal developments in
any jurisdiction.
ZBM’s outstanding quality work has been recognized both
nationally and internationally from the beginning:
· In 2013, ZBM won the award for Partnership IP Law Firm of the
Year in Spain from Global Law Experts in the 2013 International
Global Law Experts Awards.
· ZBM also received the title “Partnership Law Firm of the Year”
from Corporate Intl Magazine in 2013.
· In both the 2012 and the 2013 issue of the IAM Patent 1000 –
The World’s Leading Patent Practitioners, Intellectual Asset
Management magazine has listed ZBM in the highly recommended
category for patent prosecution in Spain.
· ZBM is the only Spanish ﬁrm that has been consistently listed
in the top tier of Managing Intellectual Property magazine’s
ranking every year since 2007 to 2013.

Ofﬁce and national ofﬁce examiners, chemical abstracts and STN
of pharmaceutical companies.
· Patent drafting – ZBM drafts European and Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT) applications in both English and Spanish, as well as
Spanish patent and utility model applications and US patent
applications. Furthermore, its experts are familiar with particular
requirements in other major jurisdictions, such as China and Japan.
· Patent prosecution – ZBM ﬁles and prosecutes European, PCT
and Spanish applications, as well as national phases of PCT
applications in both Europe and Spain. Through a network of
associates in foreign countries, patents are also prosecuted
worldwide.
· European oppositions and appeals – ZBM provides technical and
formal assistance to clients in opposition or appeal proceedings,
both before the EPO and the Spanish Patent and Trademark Ofﬁce,
including the ﬁling of notices of opposition and appeal and drafting
the corresponding grounds and arguments.
· Patent litigation – ZBM’s patent attorneys regularly act as technical
experts in Spanish litigation cases. Bernabé Zea (pharmaceuticals
and biotechnology), Anna Barlocci (mechanics) and Carles Comes
(electronics and software) are considered experts in Spain and are
involved in the Spanish leg of many pan-European litigation cases.
In addition to patents, ZBM provides a full range of services for
other IP titles, such as trademarks (particularly Spanish trademarks,
Community trademarks and trademarks for Latin American
countries), design protection and domain names.
Other services include in-house training for companies or
research groups, drafting IP agreements and handling negotiations
for both individual cases and full portfolios.
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Aviation Law Firm of the Year in Sweden
Advokaterna Liman & Partners AB
Stephan Eriksson
Attorney at Law
Tel: +46 (0)8 671 60 21
stephan@limanpartners.se
www.limanpartners.se

Advokaterna Liman & Partners AB, founded in 1988, is a mid-size inde-

international business law.

solve problems before they arise and to always deliver the most appropri-

law. He works primarily with international claims of aviation accidents in

ate and effective solution for the client.

which he represents victims against airlines, manufacturers and insurers.

The ﬁrm advises and represents its clients in a wide array of both legal

aviation accidents in Europe, such as Air France Concorde, Flight AF

pendent Swedish law ﬁrm with focus on commercial law. Its mission is to

and business matters. Its lawyers possess vast experience as well as
expert knowledge within its respective ﬁelds of practice. These include:
company & general contract law, IT & intellectual property law, construction & consultancy law, real estate law, law of damages & tort, aviation
law, dispute resolution, securities law, mergers & acquisitions and
employment law.
Advokaterna Liman & Partners are specialised particularly within
company & general contract law, building & construction law and real
estate law. They have extensive experience in mergers & acquisitions,
ﬁnancial reorganisations and the raising of capital. Regarding aviation
law, the ﬁrm’s lawyers represent claimants against airlines, manufacturers and insurers.
Stephan Eriksson, Advokaterna Liman & Partners attorney at law, has
worked at the ﬁrm since 2007. His main areas of practice are: construction law, tort law, aviation law, aviation insurance law and Swedish and

Mr Eriksson specialises in both domestic and international aviation

His experience of claims settlements includes most recent major
4590, 2000; Scandinavian Airlines Flight SK 686, 2001; DHL/Bashkirian
Airlines, 2002; and Flash Air, ﬂight 604. He also represented the families
in Helios Airways ﬂight 522, 2005 and in Kenya Airways ﬂight 507, 2007.
Further, he represented families in Air France ﬂight AF 447, 2009 and
many families in Air India Express ﬂight IX 812, 2010. He is currently
representing the families in Bhoja Air ﬂight 213, 2012.
Since the beginning of the 1990s, he has worked partly in the United
States and has participated in numerous litigations, principally with
Swedish connections. He also has extensive experience in construction
law.
Mr Eriksson was educated in aviation law at the Institute of Air and
Space Law, McGill University, Montreal, Canada, where he is also now
an appointed adjunct professor and regularly lectures. The IASL has
offered education in aviation and space law for more than 50 years and,
in its ﬁeld, IASL Air Law education is possibly the best in the world.

Capital Markets Law Firm of the Year in Switzerland
KSTA Anwälte
Roger Foehn
Partner
Tel: +41 44 644 00 50
foehn@ksta.ch
www.ksta.ch

KSTA Anwälte is a boutique law ﬁrm specialising in capital market

Mr Foehn started his career in a small law ﬁrm serving small and

transactions, mergers & acquisitions and private equity investments. It

medium companies, and in a cantonal district court in Zurich. Following

manner. The ﬁrm delivers innovative solutions custom-made for clients.

UBS AG for two years and Homburger AG for three years. After receiving

wide-ranging experience to provide tailored and innovative solutions.

Bank in Zurich for two years and the legal department of UBS Limited

The ﬁrm’s partners have many years of professional experience gained

and M&A transactions.

provides legal advice on highest standards of quality and in an efﬁcient

his admission to the Bar he worked for the group legal department of

It listens to what clients need while combining specialist knowledge and

his LLM degree he worked in the legal department of UBS Investment

in preeminent law ﬁrms and investment banks. They guarantee the highest standards of quality combined with a transparent and fair remuneration policy.
Roger Foehn, KSTA partner, mainly practises in the areas of capital
markets law, stock exchange law, banking law and corporate law. He
has a wide range of experience advising both issuers and banks on
capital market transactions and corporate ﬁnance related matters.
He obtained his law degree from the University of Zurich Law School
in 1995, and received an LLM from the University of New South Wales
Law School (Sydney) in 2004. He was admitted to the Swiss Bar in 1997.
He was also admitted as a solicitor of the Senior Courts of England and
Wales (currently no practising certiﬁcate).

in London three years, advising on an extensive range of capital market
On his return to Switzerland he became a senior associate in the
capital markets and corporate/M&A practice teams of Niederer Kraft &
Frey AG. He became a partner at KSTA in 2011.
Mr Foehn has a wide range of experience in the Swiss and European
equity capital markets. He worked on a large number of IPOs, rights offerings, convertible and exchangeable debt offerings, block trades and
share repurchase offers in Switzerland as well as in many other countries
in the EMEA region.
He also worked in the research compliance department of UBS
Limited in London and is closely familiar with the compliance aspects of
any research and sales activities conducted by the underwriting banks
in equity and equity linked securities offerings.
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Editor’s Choice - Art Law Firm of the Year in Switzerland
WENGER PLATTNER
Dr. iur. Maurice Courvoisier, LL.M.
Partner
Tel: +41 61 279 70 00
maurice.courvoisier@wenger-plattner.ch
www.wenger-plattner.ch

WENGER PLATTNER, with 90 lawyers and tax advisors, is one of Switzerland’s leading law ﬁrms with ofﬁces in Basel, Zurich and Berne, and a
representation in Geneva.
Over the last decades, WENGER PLATTNER has developed a prominent
practice in art, cultural property and entertainment law, advising primarily
“art entrepreneurs”, both private and public, like governments, communities, museums, theatres, art galleries, auction houses, banks, art promoters and event organizers, but also private persons like art collectors,
sponsors, artists and architects, as well as non proﬁt-organizations.
WENGER PLATTNER is known for providing top advice on all issues
related to the producing and showing of theatrical, concert and musical
works, namely on agreements on commissioning theatrical works, obtaining the rights for theatrical and concert works including operas and
musicals, on issues related to the hiring of actors and actors’ agents, on
coproduction agreements and agreements for motion picture projects.
WENGER PLATTNER has extensive experience in advising on cultural
asset related issues, namely on organizing exhibitions, the purchasing
and selling, loaning and consigning of works of art, on art and entertainment related copyright issues, estate planning and regulatory matters
(including customs regulations and money laundering compliance), and
regarding the recovery of looted art.
We are especially proud of our expertise in art and entertainment
related litigation and arbitration and on our close collaboration with

foreign colleagues and experts in that regard. The recent track record of
WENGER PLATTNER includes e.g. the representation of a State in a USbased litigation for restitution of a work of art located in Switzerland.
Dr. Maurice Courvoisier, LL.M. (Columbia), also admitted to the Bar
of New York, is the legal advisor of the Union of Swiss Theatres and a
member of the Swiss Federal Arbitral Commission on the Exploitation of
Copyrights and Neighboring-Rights. He is particularly experienced in
representing clients in stage employment-related and looted art arbitration and litigation.
Dr. Peter Mosimann is one of the most renowned art and entertainment lawyers in Switzerland and has profound experience in all kinds
of art and entertainment-related matters. He is president of the Swiss
Association of Copyright and Neighboring Right Users and chairman of
the Art Museum Basel, member of the Swiss Federal Government Expert
Commission on the Amendment of Swiss Copyrights Legislation (AUGUR
12) and lecturer on IP and art law at Basel University.
Prof. Dr. Marc-André Renold, LL.M. (Yale) is an equally renowned art
lawyer, Professor of art and cultural property law at Geneva University,
holding the UNESCO chair in international law of protection of cultural
heritage, and director of Geneva University’s art-law center. He has
profound experience in all cultural property-related matters, whether
litigious or non-litigious.
Dr. Stephan Kesselbach is an experienced litigator with a special
interest in looted art cases.

Large Tier - Labour Law Firm of the Year in Switzerland
WENGER PLATTNER
Dr. iur. Philippe Nordmann, LL.M.
Partner
Tel: +41 61 279 70 00
philippe.nordmann@wenger-plattner.ch
www.wenger-plattner.ch

WENGER PLATTNER, with ofﬁces in Basel, Zurich and Berne and a

employment-related litigation (private and public law).

companies particularly in the chemical/pharmaceutical, the entertainment

labour agreements matters. He is a renowned expert regarding the inter-

representation in Geneva, especially emphasizes on advising high-proﬁle
and the retail industry covering the full range of labour law.

WENGER PLATTNER is known for providing top advice regarding the
intersection between employment law and M&A transactions/outsourcing
projects, employment law and reorganization (mass dismissals, social
plans etc.) as well as employment law and IP-rights.
WENGER PLATTNER further concentrates on collective agreements
including negotiations with trade unions as well as international assignments including residence and work permits.
WENGER PLATTNER has special expertise in employment-related
litigation and arbitration, e.g. in disputes about non-competition clauses,
bonuses and incentive plans, including interim relief proceedings.
Dr. Philippe Nordmann, LL.M., head of the WENGER PLATTNER

employment law practice group, is particularly experienced and successfully represents both employers and top executive employees in all

Dr. Peter Mosimann has a long-standing experience in collective

section between employment law and copyright, especially in the ﬁeld of
Research and Culture.
Dr. Maurice Courvoisier, LL.M. (Columbia), member of the Wenger

Plattner dispute resolution practice group, has profound experience in

employment law arbitration and litigation. As a legal advisor of the Union
of Swiss Theaters he regularly counsels and represents art entrepreneurs in the area of stage labour and stage employment law.
Dr. Christoph Zimmerli, LL.M., has extensive experience in advising

Swiss and multinational employers in all employment related matters.

As a member of the Wenger Plattner corporate practice group, he has
speciﬁc expertise in the ﬁeld of Compliance.
Cristina Solo de Zaldívar, member of the Wenger Plattner employment

law practice group, is a Certiﬁed Specialist SBA Labour Law and has a
wide experience in all employment law matters. She is also particularly

experienced in employment related issues within liquidation proceedings.
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Commodities Trading Law Firm of the Year in Switzerland
GTLaw
Gilles Thieffry
Partner
Tel: +41 (0)22 592 94 95
gilles.thieffry@gtlaw.ch
www.gtlaw.ch

GTLaw is an exclusive law ﬁrm based in Switzerland specialising in
ﬁnance law, with a particular emphasis on commodity ﬁnance and capital
markets. It was founded in 2007 by Gilles Thieffry. As a small, highly
focused, practice without the infrastructure and overheads of a major law
ﬁrm, it is able to offer a value-added service at highly cost-effective rates.
Gilles Thieffry, GTLaw partner, is an international ﬁnance and business
lawyer with more than 25 years’ experience. He is regarded as one of
Europe’s leading specialists in commodity ﬁnance, structured ﬁnance
and derivatives. He specialises in structured ﬁnance and commodity
ﬁnance, and has experience in the oil industry.
Further, he is a member of the New York State Bar Association,
American Bar Association and an associate member of the Geneva Bar
Association. He also lectures at the University of Geneva Law School on
commodities ﬁnance and structured ﬁnance.
Mr Thieffry commented on the recently developed arbitration practice
at the ﬁrm. He noted: “It is a new development, but we are now involved
in a large arbitration relating to commodity trading.”
Over the course of his career Mr Thieffry has demonstrated an ability
to predict international economic events, especially those relating to
the EMU, the Euro, and European markets. More than 25 of his articles
on international ﬁnance and banking have appeared in respected
publications. These include: The Financial Times, International Financial
Law Review and The Journal of International Banking Law. His most

recently published articles include “Thinking the unfolding: The break-up
of monetary union”, and “The Impact of Basel III on Commodity Trade
Finance: Legal and Regulatory Aspects”.
Mr Thieffry’s years of experience are primarily from his time in London
where he was a partner at two leading international ﬁrms – Norton Rose
(1995-2001) and Andersen Legal (2001-2002). He was also a partner at
Pestalozzi Lachenal Patry, Geneva, Switzerland, from 2004 to 2007.
GTLaw’s philosophy is based on personal service. Clients will not ﬁnd
that their matter is dealt with by someone they have never met, nor will
they pay for teams of assistants and trainee lawyers. The ﬁrm provides
specialist advice on a complex ﬁnancing transaction from a recognised
specialist who will provide a dedicated personal service, combining
extensive experience with a multicultural approach, at a reasonable cost.
It is very happy to work alongside a client’s regular, mainstream, legal
and/or accounting advisers.
The ﬁrm currently has ﬁve main types of clients. It advises commodity
traders and exporters on the negotiation of large structured ﬁnance
transactions, investments and joint ventures. It counsels banks regarding
the designing of new products and solutions in commodity ﬁnance
and structured products. The ﬁrm also advises banks and ﬁnancial
institutions on capital market products and derivatives. Further, GTLaw
gives high-end advice on complex multi-jurisdiction restructuring,
cross-border advice on mergers and acquisitions, as well as trust
advice.

Large Tier - Trademark Law Firm of the Year in Switzerland
OK pat AG - Patents, Trademarks, Licenses
Christian Heusch
Managing Director
Tel: +41-41 728 81 81
c.heusch@okpat.ch
www.okpat.ch

OK pat AG - Patents, Trademarks, Licenses is an internationally renowned
patent law ﬁrm with long term veriﬁable experience and international
focus. It is active in all intellectual property ﬁelds. This includes patents,
trademarks, designs, licences, and copyrights in particular. The ﬁrm’s
headquarters are in Zug and it runs a branch ofﬁce in Sargans.
OK pat AG supports sole inventors, founders of companies, small and
medium-sized enterprises and large companies, with worldwide focus.
With its ﬂexibility in relation to enquiries and performance requirements,
the ﬁrm succeeds by adjusting its services according to the actual needs
and situations of its clients, and supporting its clients in all aspects of IP.
The ﬁrm handles validity and enforceability of patents and trademarks,
legal disputes concerning patents and trademarks, licence agreements
and conﬁdentiality, copyright and competition law, EU-law (community
law) and corporate law.
In regards to trademarks speciﬁcally, the ﬁrm offers all-encompassing
consulting services relating to national as well as international matters. This includes: ﬁling (applying for the registration) of trademarks;
representation in opposition proceedings; ongoing servicing of existing
trademarks; advice in connection with legal disputes; and assignment
and licensing of trademarks, among others.
As well as this, OK pat AG offers further services in connection with
trademark law. It assists with the development of product and trademark
strategies and provides support in connection with the formation of a
company. The ﬁrm also assists with Internet domains and the search for

company names.
Christian Heusch, OK pat AG - Patents, Trademarks, Licenses managing director, is a patent attorney in Switzerland and Europe. He is also
president of the Board of Directors of OK pat AG.
Mr Heusch has held various positions at International Business
Machines Corp. (IBM), in Switzerland, the UK, as well as an International
Assignment at the headquarters of IBM Research and IBM Microelectronics Division in the US. In addition, he managed, as IP counsel, the
Intellectual Property Departments of the IBM Research Laboratories in
Rüschlikon, Switzerland, and Haifa, Israel.
Moreover, he is a member of the Institute of Professional Representatives before the European Patent Ofﬁce, Licensing Executive Society
(LES), International Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property
(AIPPI), Institut für gewerblichen Rechtsschutz (INGRES), Switzerland,
Verband der beim Europäischen Patentamt eingetragenen freiberuﬂichen
and schweizerischen Patentanwälte (VESPA), Switzerland.
Other IP services offered by OK pat AG include handling all matters
relating to patents on a national as well as an international level. The ﬁrm
gives advice and supports clients who want to obtain licences or who
want to grant licences. With the authorisation of clients, it also conducts
licence negotiations.
The ﬁrm supports clients in connection with all copyright-related
questions, as well as all domain name-related questions. Before anything
else, OK pat AG helps clients with the registration and, if necessary, the
enforcement of their rights.
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As a leading Swiss business law ﬁrm with 85 lawyers we are present in
the business centers of Zurich, Geneva, Zug, Lausanne and Brussels.
Our dedicated Real Estate team comprising 8 partners
and 9 associates provides full legal services along the
life cycle of real estate in the German speaking as well
as in the French speaking part of Switzerland.

Real Estate
Lawyer of the Year
in Switzerland

“Please challenge us”, says Wolfgang Müller,
co-head of the Zurich Real Estate team.

Our Real Estate practice group offers comprehensive legal services in the areas of
– structuring of real estate transactions and developing tax efﬁcient structures by combining our
real estate, corporate and tax expertise
– advising on acquisition of real estate or real estate portfolios, sale and lease back transactions,
real estate ﬁnancing, real estate development projects or general contractor and construction
agreements
– M&A as well as capital market transactions of listed real estate companies
– representing of clients before various authorities and courts, for example to obtain land register
registrations, Lex Koller approvals, building and planning permits or tax rulings
– advising on lease, construction and environmental law issues

Wolfgang Müller - Partner

wolfgang.muller@mll-legal.com

T +41 44 396 91 91

www.mll-legal.com
Tax Law Firm of the Year in Switzerland
Afschrift
Thierry Afschrift
Partner
Tel: +41 79 544 80 78
avocats@afschrift.ch
www.afschrift.com

“A partnership of specialised legal advisers working to defend clients in
matters of tax law, criminal ﬁnancial law, business law, inheritance planning, organisation and management of assets, and inheritance law.”
Afschrift (Listed 3 times in www.worldﬁnance100.com and rated as Best
Belgian Tax Law ﬁrm by the Belgian Legal Awards) is a 24-lawyer boutique law ﬁrm established in Brussels, with locations in Antwerp, Geneva,
Luxembourg, Madrid, Tel Aviv and Hong Kong.
AFSCHRIFT engages in all matters of Swiss and international tax
law, mergers and acquisitions, ﬁnancial instruments and, especially, tax
planning.
The Geneva ofﬁce is, almost exclusively, active on Swiss and international tax law, especially on tax optimization procedures and structures,
as Switzerland’s one of the most interesting European ﬁnancial places for
investors, besides the fact that its tax regime is much more reasonable
and business-friendly comparing to the one of their neighbors.
Managing partner and founder Thierry Afschrift, professor to the Free
University of Brussels and deputy judge to the court of appeal, referred
as Best Tax Lawyer – Belgium 2009, 10, 11 and 12 (World Finance Magazine), is the human cornerstone of the ﬁrm.
The major speciﬁcity of the ofﬁce is that Afschrift is a niche tax boutique.
That means two things:
· on one hand, Afschrift’s lawyers (almost) exclusively handle tax cases

as tax practice is a tax specialist’s sole activity; furthermore, the ﬁrm also
participates in Switzerland to conferences on Swiss and international
taxation.
· on the other hand, Afschrift’s services are highly personalised; this
results in a better client-attorney relationship, and an increase of the
capacity of conﬁdence.
The ﬁrm advises individuals, industrial and commercial companies,
banks and estate companies on reducing taxable income; this patrimonial restructuring activity, founded on the above mentioned principle,
may implicate the legal use of Swiss or foreign structures in order to
achieve the target assigned by the client and usually concerns not only
direct taxes, but also indirect ones, primarily inheritance and gift taxes.
Thus, the Swiss ofﬁce may use Swiss tax law in order to assist foreign
companies and individuals to establish their residence or transfer their
activities in Switzerland, in the most efﬁcient way. Furthermore, the ﬁrm
takes advantage of its expertise on European tax law, and speciﬁc
knowledge and practice of Belgian, Luxembourgian, Spanish, Israeli
and Hong Kong tax law, in order to help Swiss and Switzerland-established foreign companies, as well as individuals, ﬁnd a solution to certain
problems which appeared lately following the signature by Switzerland
of numerous Tax cooperation treaties and the European guideline on
savings.
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Will & Estates Lawyer of the Year in Switzerland
MCE Avocats
Antoine Eigenmann, Ph.D. in Law
Attorney-at-Law admitted to the bar, Professor at the University of
Fribourg, Certiﬁed Specialist SBA Inheritance Law
Tel: +41(0)21.312.88.88
a.eigenmann@mcelegal.ch
www.mcelegal.ch

MCE Avocats is a law ﬁrm established in 2002/2003 with ofﬁces in
Lausanne, Martigny and Locarno and, more recently, in Fribourg and
Zurich. It has more than 60 employees with seven partners, as well as
approximately 30 associates, trainee lawyers and of counsels, making it
one of the largest law ﬁrms in Lausanne and the surrounding area.
The ﬁrm offers comprehensive services in areas such as legal consulting, mediation, negotiation, arbitration and litigation. Thanks to detailed
collaboration between the partners, specialised teams and a direct
access to Notary Public services (as well as to the most up-to-date
scientiﬁc publications), MCE Avocats is qualiﬁed to offer high quality
services focused on the bespoke needs of its diverse clientele.
The ﬁrm’s client base includes organisations as well as individuals.
Its main areas of practice consist of:
• Contract Law (particularly commercial, real estate and industrial brokerage, work contracts, contracts with architects, publishing contracts,
terms of reference and licensing contracts)
• Civil Liability
• Corporate Law
• Banking Law
• Insurance Law
• Sports Law
• Copyright
• Medical Law
• Residence Permits • Urban Planning and
Building Law
• Real Estate Law
• Economic Criminal Law
• Inheritance Law
• Criminal Law

This wide range of expertise in law makes MCE Avocats a serious
and competent adviser within the legal sector.
Moreover, Prof. Antoine Eigenmann obtained his law degree at the
University of Fribourg in 1998. After having written his doctoral thesis
under the supervision of the Professor Paul-Henri Steinauer, for whom
he worked as an assistant, he completed a training course in the law
ﬁrm of Philippe Richard (formerly President of the Bar Association)
in Lausanne. Prof. Antoine Eigenmann has also completed several
scientiﬁc stays abroad, including at the Georgetown Law Center,
Washington, DC.
He is the founder of MCE, along with Fiorenzo Cotti and Laurent
Maire. In addition, Prof. Eigenmann has published several articles in
the ﬁeld of secured transactions and inheritance. He teaches at the
University of Fribourg (from 2001 to 2004, Property Law; since then,
Inheritance Law).
Prof. Eigenmann’s principal activity lies within commercial law
practice as well as within work with a private clientele. He is member
of IAEL (the International Association of Entertainment Lawyers), of
LES (the Licensing Executive Society) and of the association “Arts,
Films and Law”.
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PRIVATE & CORPORATE BANKING / WEALTH MANAGEMENT / TAILOREd sOLuTIONs

sparkasse Bank Malta plc is authorised to conduct Banking business
and to conduct Investment Services business by the Malta Financial Services Authority (MFSA).

Innovative
Services for
Financial
Intermediaries.
Giving you
the Power to
Succeed.

If you want to succeed in business you’ve got to innovate. To assist you
with this challenge, sparkasse Bank Malta now provides an extensive
suite of tools to licensed advisors and financial intermediaries. These
outsourcing services are designed to support & complement your
current business, allowing you more time to think and advise.
Along with Custody services, we offer a complete trading package
including pre-trade simulations, on-line valuations and brokerage. We’ve
integrated a fund trading platform giving you access to approximately
16,000 sub-funds from 250 different international fund managers.

sparkasse Bank Malta plc
64 Regent House
Bisazza street
sliema sLM1641 – Malta

Call our support Team now on 2133 5705.
Tel: +356 2133 5705 • Fax: +356 2133 5710
info@sparkasse-bank-malta.com • www.sparkasse-bank-malta.com
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A

B

ABP Anwälte Burger & Partner Rechtsanwalt GmbH

67

Advokaterna Liman & Partners AB

95

Afschrift

98

Ahmad, Zavitsanos, Anaipakos, Alavi & Mensing P.C. or AZA

44

AKINWUNMI & BUSARI

12

Alliance Law Firm

11

Anderson & Jahde, P.C.

32

Alves & Co

29

Awapatent A/S

70

Bargate Murray

73

Barlow Robbins LLP

72

Basham, Ringe y Correa, S.C.

28

Beiruti Attorneys & Counselors At Law

09

BERGER, PEMUELLER & ASOCIADOS

25

Bernadt Vukic Potash & Getz Attorneys

15

Bilanz Data Wirtschaftstreuhand GmbH

66

Birungyi, Barata and Associates

16

Brown Rudnick LLP

73

Budak Law Office

61
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C
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Caetano de Freitas & Associados

89

CAINS ADVOCATES LIMITED

83

Cam Trade Marks & IP Services

71

Carakters

76

Cassels Brock

23

CBA Studio Legale e Tributario

84

Centurion Law Firm

08

Chryssafinis & Polyviou

68

Corker Binning

75

CORREIRA & CORREIRA LLP

33

Dabelstein & Passehl

78

Davis LLP

24

De Clercq Advocaten Notarissen

88

Deep & Far

61

Desai & Diwanji

51

df-mp

82

Dhir & Dhir Associates

53

Dompatent

81

Dyah Ersita & Partners

57

Economic Laws Practice

50

Esguerra & Blanco

57

Favarel & Associés

77

Feinberg Hanson LLP

35

Flichy Grangé Avocats

77

Gerassimou & Partners Law Office

83

Goodrich Riquelme y Asociados

29

GTLaw

97

Haltom & Doan Trial & Appellate Counsel

30

Harrang Long Gary Rudnick P.C.

42

Herrick, Feinstein LLP

41

Hesse Martone

36

HMG & PARTNERS, s.r.o.

92

Hoffman Eitle

80
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Holland & Knight

31

Holland Van Gijzen Advocaten en Notarissen LLP

87

Hunton & Williams

49

Hutabarat Halim & Rekan

55

INTELLECT-S

91

Jooris ■ Van Melkebeke ■ Leduc ■ Flecijn

68

KANTENWEIN • ZIMMERMANN • FOX • KRÖCK & PARTNER

82

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

38

Krishna & Saurastri Associates

51

KRW Law – LLP

88

KSTA Anwälte

95

Law Allianz Attorneys

14

Law Office Cita Citrawinda Noerhadi & Associates

56

The Legal Group (TLG)

16

Lex Caribbean

22

Liu, Shen & Associates

49

Long, Ragsdale & Waters, P.C.

42

Lubis Ganie Surowidjojo

54

MCE Avocats

99

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP

36

MELLI DARSA & CO.

54

Meredith & Keyhani PLLC

38

meyerlustenberger | lachenal

98

MoloLamken LLP

40

MORAES PITOMBO ADVOGADOS

22

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

80

Mothle Jooma Sabdia Inc.

15

NautaDutilh Avocats Luxembourg

87

NERO BOUTIQUE LAW FIRM

11

Neville Peterson LLP

37

Nunziante Magrone

86
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O.P. Khaitan & Co. Solicitors & Advocates

50

OK pat AG - Patents, Trademarks, Licenses

97

Papula-Nevinpat

90

Pierce & O’Neill, LLP

43

PLMJ - Law Firm

89

Polito & Quinn, LLC

33

PosLex

85

PricewaterhouseCoopers Legal LLP

71

PROF. ALBERT MUMMA & COMPANY ADVOCATES

09

PSA

52

Puyat Jacinto & Santos

58

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

81

Rivera Gaxiola, Carrasco y Barrera, S.C

26

Rogerio Alves & Associados

90

Romulo Mabanta Buenaventura Sayoc & De Los Angeles

58

RYAN KROMHOLZ & MANION, S.C.

44

S. Majumdar & Co.

52

Sahra Petroleum Consulting

17
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Sami Nahas Law Firm

10

Santiago & Santiago Law Offices

59

SANTIAGO MEDIANO ABOGADOS

93

Savitz Law Offices, P.C.

34

Schindler Cohen & Hochman LLP

37

Simon Lesser PC

39

Sperling & Slater

34

Sprigings Intellectual Property Law

23

Stowe & Co.

25

Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth, P.C

32

Studio Legale Bonora e Associati

86

Studio Legale Sutti

85

Tassos Papadopoulos & Associates LLC

69

Thomas & Thomas Partners LLP

74

Thursfields LLP

75

Todd Y Asociados

27

Travers Smith LLP

72

Uche Nwokedi & Co.

13

UGGC Avocats

76

Vaish Associates Advocates

53

Waweru Gatonye & Co. Advocates

10

Wee Swee Teow & Co

60

WENGER PLATTNER

96

WHALEY ESTATE LITIGATION

24

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

67

Winslett Studnicky McCormick & Bomser LLP

41

YOU ME Patent & Law

60

Young Basile

35

Yusuf Ali & Co.

14

Zalloum & Laswi Law Firm

08

ZBM Patents – Zea, Barlocci & Markvardsen

94

Živković Samardžić Law Offices

91
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Harness the power
In a turbulent, fast changing world, there’s a rock-solid offshore location that is cost-effective,
well regulated and accessible. And with the unique advantage of being in the European Union.
This potent place is Gibraltar.
As a leading law firm, Hassans has steered many clients to the benefits Gibraltar offers, whether
they are global corporations or private individuals of means. They find us expert, innovative,
commercially-minded and client-focused.
Easy to deal with, too. There may be many miles of ocean between us but we’re only a mouseclick away. Visit our website at www.gibraltarlaw.com or email us at info@hassans.gi.

Gibraltar's Premier Funds Team. Hassans have set up more than 80%
of funds registered in Gibraltar.

For more information please contact: James G Lasry - Partner
Head of Funds Team - Hassans International Law Firm
57/63 Line Wall Road Gibraltar. Tel: +350 200 79000 Direct Dial +350 200 79571
Fax: +350 200 77343 Mobile: +350 5760 6000
Banking & Financial • Corporate & Commercial • e-commerce • Litigation • Marine Shipping • Private
client affairs • Property • Tax • Trusts
Hassans 57/63 Line Wall Road PO Box 199 Gibraltar. tel +350 200 79000, fax +350 200 71966
email info@hassans.gi A member of the TerraLex global network of international law firms
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